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ADDRESSES  OE  GRAND  OEFIGERS. 


ELECTED  OFFICERS. 

B.  S.  ROYSTER Grand  Master 

H.  I.  CLARK Deputy  Grand  Master. 

W.  S.  LIDDELL Senior  Grand  Warden 

F.  D.  WINSTON Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  SIMPSON Grand  Treasurer 

JOHN  C.  DRF1WRY Grand  Secretary 

APPOINTED  OFFICERS. 

THOMAS  BELL Grand  Chaplain 

B.  W.  HATCHER Grand  Lecturer 

S.  M.  GATTIS Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

T.  J.  REED Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

A.  B.  ANDREWS,  Jr Grand  Marshal 

A.  K.  SMITH.. Grand  Sword  Bearer  ... 

E.  W.  O’HANLON Grand  Pursuivant 

R.  N.  HACKETT Grand  Steward 

F.  M.  WINCHESTER Grand  Steward 

R.  H.  BRADLEY Grand  Tiler 


Oxford 

Hamilton 

.Charlotte 

...Windsor 

...Raleigh 

...Raleigh 


Wilson 

Liberty 

...Hillsboro 

Biltmore 

Raleigh 

...Smithfield 

Winston 

WilkeSboro 
Charlotte 
Raleigh 


GRAND  OFFIGERS. 


A List  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina,  from  1787  to  1901,  Inclusive,  and 
Dates  When  Elected. 


Samuel  Johnson... 

1787 

Richard  Caswell  ... 

1788 

Samuel  Johnson... 

.1789,  1790,  1791 

William  R.  Davie.. 

I792.  z793>  1794, 

1795.  I796’  j797> 

1798. 

William  Polk 

.1799,  1800,  1801 

John  Louis  Taylor 

..1802,  1803,  1804 

John  Hall 

.1805,  1806,  1807 

Benjamin  Smith... 

.1808,  1809,  1810 

Robert  Williams.... 

1811,  1812,  1813 

John  Louis  Taylor.. 1814,  1815,  1816 

Calvin  Jones 

.1817,  1818,  1819 

John  A.  Cameron... 

1820,  1821 

James  Smith 

1822 

Robert  Strange 

1823, 1824 

H.  G.  Burton 

182=;,  1826 

L - D.  Wilson 

1827,  1828,  1829 

R.  D.  Speight 

1830,  1831 

S.  J.  Baker 

1832 

S.  F.  Patterson  ... 

i833>  i834 

L.  H.  Marsteller  ... 

1835,  1836 

D.  W.  Stone 

.1837,  1S38,  1839 

S.  J.  Baker 

1 840 

D.  L-  Crenshaw.... 

.“. 1841 

J.  H.  Wheeler 

1842,  1843 

P.  W.  Fanning 

.1844,  1845,  1846 

Wm.  F.  Collins 

.1847,  1848,  1849 

A.  T.  Jerkins 1850,  1851,  1852 

Clement  H.  Jordan 1853,  1854 

P.  A.  Holt 1855,  1856 

Alfred  Martin 1857,  1858 

Lewis  S.  Williams 1859,  i860 

W.  G.  Hill 1861 

E.  F.  Watson 1862,  1863 

John  McCormick. 1864 

E.  G.  Reade 1865,  1866 

R.  W.  Best 1867 

Robert  B.  Vance 1868,  1869 

Charles  C.  Clark 1870,  1871 

John  Nichols 1872,  1873 

George  W.  Blount 1874,  1875 

Horace  H.  Munson 1876,  1877 

William  R.  Cox 1878,  1879 

Henry  F.  Grainger 1880,  1881 

Robert  Bingham 1882,  1884 

Fabius  H.  Busbee 1885,  1886 

Charles  Robinson 1887,  1888 

Samuel  H.  Smith 1889,  1S90 

Hezekiah  A.  Gudger 1891,  1892 

John  W.  Cotten 1893,  1894 

Francis  M.  Moye 1895,  1896 

Walter  E.  Moore 1897,  1898 

Richard  J.  Noble 1899 

B.  S.  Royster 1900,  1901 


PROCEEDINGS, 


^HE  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  North  Carolina  convened  in  its  114th 
Annual  Communication  at  the  Masonic  Hall  in  the  City 
of  Raleigh,  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  8th,  A.  D.,  1901, 
at  7:30  o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  was  opened  in  ample  form,  it 
appearing  that  a constitutional  number  of  lodges  were  rep- 
resented. 


GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


M.  tV. 


R.  W. 
W. 


B.  S.  ROYSTER 

H.  I.  CLARK 

W.  S.  LIDDELL 

F.  D.  WINSTON 

WILLIAM  SIMPSON 

JOHN  C.  DREWRY 

THOMAS  BELL 

B.  W.  HATCHER 

S.  M.  GATTIS 

T.  J.  REED 

J.  C.  BIGGS 

A.  K.  SMITH  

E.  W.  O’HVNLON 

R.  N.  HACKETT 

F.  M.  WINCHESTER 

ROBERT  H.  BRADLEY 


Grand  Master. 

Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Senior  Grand  Warden. 

.Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Lecturer. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

.as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Steward. 

Grand  Steward. 

Grand  Tiler. 


Past  Grand  Officers  present  : 

F.  H.  Busbee,  P.  G.  M.;  John  Nichols,  P.  G.  M.;  Samuel  H.  Smith, 
P.  G.  M.;  John  W.  Cotten,  P.  G.  M.;  F.  M.  Move,  P.  G.  M ; W.  E. 
Moore,  P.  G.  M.;  R.  J.  Noble,  P.  G.  M.;  Thomas  S.  Kenan,  P.  D.  G.  M.; 
G.  Rosenthal,  P.  G.  S.;  W.  H.  Bain,  P.  G.  S.;  S.  H.  Rountree, 
P.  J.  G.  W. 
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Grand  Representatives  present  : 

Arkansas — F.  H.  Busbee,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

California — John  C.  Drewry,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Delaware — W.  A.  Withers,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Oregon — John  W.  Cotten,  of  Tarboro,  N.  C. 

New  Jersey — W.  H.  Bain,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

New  York — N.  B.  Broughton,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Virginia—  F.  M.  Moye,  of  Wilson,  N.  C. 

Sweden — W.  W.  Willson,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

West  Virginia — B.  S Royster,  of  Oxford,  N.  C. 

Wisconsin — R.  J.  Noble,  of  Selma,  N.  C. 

South  Dakota — A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Nebraska — Will  X.  Cole}-,  of  Henderson,  N.  C. 

Novia  Scotia — Thomas  S.  Kenan,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Minnesota — F.  D.  Winston,  of  Windsor,  N.  C. 

Tennessee — John  D.  Currin,  of  Henderson,  N.  C. 

Maryland — Thomas  J.  Reed,  of  Biltmore,  N.  C. 

British  Columbia — H.  I.  Clark,  of  Hamilton,  N.  C. 

Missouri — Walter  E-  Moore,  of  Webster,  N.  C. 

Idaho — Walter  Clark,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Indian  Territory — Thomas  S.  Kenan,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Kansas — M.  C.  S.  Noble,  of  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

Manitoba — Samuel  H.  Smith,  of  Winston,  N.  C. 

Mississippi — E.  F.  Lamb,  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  from  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials, presented  a report,  which,  on  motion,  was  accepted 
and  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  record  the  names  of 
the  representatives  as  they  presented  themselves. 


St.  John’s No.  I....J.  E.  Matthews,  W.  M. 

St.  John’s “ 3 - T.  A.  Green,  proxy  for  officers. 

Charity “ 5. ...Dr.  H.  V.  Dunstan,  W.  M.,  F.  D.  Win- 

ston, S.  W.,  W.  M.  Davis,  proxy 
for  J.  W. 

Unanimity “ 7. ...John  C.  Drewry,  proxy  for  officers. 

Phcenix  “ 8....E-  L.  Remsberg,  W.  M. 

American  George “ 17. ...John  C.  Drewry,  proxy  for  officers 

Phalanx “ 31. ...C.  E.  Stenerson,  S.  W. 

Stokes “ 32. . ,,E.  W.  Jones,  representative. 

Davie  “ 39.  John  E.  Tyler,  W.  M.,  J.  Lawrence 

Harrington,  J.  W. 
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Hiram No.  40. ...W.  W Parish,  W.  M.,  T.  B.  Womack, 

S.  W.,  J.  W.  Coffey,  J.  W. 

Liberty “ 45.. ..R,  N.  Hackett,  W.  M.,  E.  O.  Mastin, 

J.  W. 

Hall “ 53--  S M.  Beasley,  prox}-  for  officers. 

King  Solomon “ 56... S.  J.  Calvert,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  F.  R. 

Harris,  proxy  for  S.  W.,  R.  A. 
Weaver,  J.  W. 

Concord “ 58. ...John  W.  Cotten,  proxy  for  officers. 

Eagle  “ 71. ...J.  S.  Spurgeon,  W.  M , E.  G.  Sherrill, 

S.  W.,  H.  E.  Murphy,  J.  W. 

Widow’s  Son “ 75....H.  C.  Lambe,  S.  W. 

Greensboro “ 76....J.  D.  Glenn,  W.  M..  proxy  for  S.  W., 

John  Thames,  proxy  for  J.  W. 

Zion “ 81. ...P,  M.  Pearsall,  proxy  for  officers. 

Fellowship “ 84....Elias  Rose,  S.  W.,  R.  J.  Noble,  W.  M. 

Morning  Star “ 85. ...Samuel  S.  Gay,  S.  W , John  H.  Smith, 

J.  W.,  C.  L.  Johnson,  proxy  for 
W.  M. 

Skewarkey “ 90..  H.  W.  Stubbs,  WL  M.,  W.  J.  Whitaker, 

S.  W.,  Henry  Slade,  J.  W. 

Joseph  Warren “ 92. ...W,  H.  Applewhite,  proxy  for  officers. 

St.  John’s “ 96. ...S.  H.  Rountree,  proxy  for  J.  W.,  R.  B. 

Dunn,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  S.  W. 

Neuse “ 97. ...J.  H.  Fleming,  W.  M. 

Hiram “ 98  . .A.  H.  Herring,  W.  M. 

Fulton  “ 99  - J.  F.  Griffith,  proxy  for  officers. 

Columbus “ 102....T.  H.  Calvert,  W.  M.,  B.  Nooe,  Jr., 

S.  W. 

Orr  “ 104. ...WL  E.  Jones,  proxy  for  officers. 

Perquimans “ 106. ...J.  P.  Jessup,  S.  WT. 

Wayne. “ 112....W.  T.  Harrison,  W.  M.,  F.  J.  Hage, 

S.  W.,  A.  C.  Davis,  J.  W. 

Person “ 113....C.  H.  Hunter,  S.  W. 

St.  Albans “ 114  John  Duckett  and  J.  T.  Biggs,  proxies 

for  officers. 

Holly  Springs “ 115....B.  S.  Utley  and  W.  H.  Stephenson 

proxies  for  officers. 

Mount  Lebanon “ 1 17.  .. WL  J.  Boykin,  W.  M.,  C.  E.  Blount 

S.  W.,  C.  J.  Cate,  J.  W. 

Franklinton “ 123....N.  M.  Barrow,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  B.  J. 

Blackley,  proxy  for  S.  WL,  R.  O 
Pernell,  J.  W. 

Blackmer “ 127....W.  E.  Jones,  prox}'  for  officers. 
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Hanks No.  128. ...S.  H.  Smith,  proxy  for  officers. 

Radiance “ 132. ...F.  L.  Carr,  S.  W. 

Leaksville “ X36....J.  F.  Kemp,  S.  W. 

Lincoln “ 137. ...J.  F.  Reinhardt,  proxy  for  officers. 

King  Solomon “ 138... ,W.  W.  Willson,  proxy  for  officers. 

Mount  Energy “ 140.. ..W.  N.  Harris,  proxy  for  J.  W.,  S.  D. 

Bragg,  proxy  for  S.  W.,  R.  J.  Jeff- 
reys, W.  M. 

Carolina “ 141....W.  J.  Wier,  proxy  for  officers. 

Junaluska  “ 145..  S.  L.  Rodgers  and  W.  R.  Stallcup, 

proxies  for  officers. 

Cherokee “ 146.  .Ben  Posey  and  E.  B.  Nowell,  prokies 

for  officers. 

Adoniram  “ 149.  Dr.  G.  S.  Watkins,  proxy  for  W.  M., 

W.  D.  Watkins,  proxy  for  S.  W., 
John  N.  Watkins,  J.  W. 

Chalmers “ 151....R.  W.  Taylor,  proxy  for  officers. 

White  Stone “ 155.  .W.  H.  Hester,  W.  M.,  T.  L.  Hunnicutt, 

S.  W. 

Rolesville “ 156. ...Dr.  L.  B.  Young,  W.  M.,  J.  D.  Peeples, 

S'.  W.,  J.  M.  Fleming,  J.  W. 

Mount  Pleasant “ 157....J.  D.  R.  Allen,  J.  W. 

Knap  of  Reeds “ 158  . .J.  H.  Lyon,  proxy  for  W.  M. 

Yadkin “ 162. ...S.  L.  Parks,  proxy  for  officers. 

Deep  River ..  “ 164...  R.  H.  Bradley,  proxy  for  officers. 

Archer “ 165... J.  W.  Barnes,  proxy  for  S.  W. 

Winston “ 167. ...S.  H.  Smith,  proxy  for  officers,  E.  W. 

O'Hanlon,  W.  M. 

Blackmer “ 170. ...Locke  Craig,  proxy  for  officers. 

George  Washington “ 174. ...Wiley  Goodwin,  J.  W.,  Cad  Upchurch 

and  B.  F.  Upchurch,  proxies  for 
W.  M.  and  S.  W. 

Polloksville “ 175. ...F.  Wilcox,  S.  W. 

Mecklenburg “ 176....J.  Lee  Sloan,  Jr.,  W.  M. 

Carthage “ 181....U.  L-  Spence,  S.  W. 

Sandy  Creek “ 185. ...E.  A.  Burnett,  S.  W.,  E-  M.  Gupton, 

proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 

Pine  P'orest “ 186. ...W.  H.  Holder,  representative. 

Central  Cross “ 187. ...George  A.  Wheless,  W.  M. 

Balfour “ 188  . Wiley  Rush,  proxy  for  officers. 

Fair  Bluff “ 190. ...James  A.  Smith,  proxy  for  officers. 

Granite “ 191....  D.  H.  Williams,  W.  M.,  R.  J.  Noble, 

proxy  for  S.  W,  and  J.  W. 

Burnsville “ 192. ...E-  F.  Watson,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and 

S.  W. 
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Mount  Olivet ..No.  195... .L.  O.  Sugg,  W.  M. 

Cary “ 198. ...Joseph  C.  Walker,  S.  W. 

Cleveland “ 202. ...Samuel  E.  Gidney,  W.  M. 

Berea “ 204. ...B.  D.  Howard,  S.  W.,  A.  T.  Smith, 

proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 

Long  Creek “ 205. ...C.  F.  Morris,  proxy  for  officers. 

Mingo “ 206. ...William  Daughtry,  W.  M.,  E.  R.  Wil- 

son, S.  W. 

Randleman “ 209. ...C.  K.  Bryant,  proxy  for  officers. 

Catawba  Valle)' “ 217. ...E-  McK.  Goodwin,  representative. 

William  G.  Hill “ 218. ...A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  W.  M.,  J.  H.  Mul- 
len, S.  W. , S.  J.  Hinsdale,  S.  W. 

Wilson  “ 226..  .Julius  Wallace,  proxy  for  officers. 

Jonesville “ 227. ...J.  S.  Bell,  proxy  for  officers. 

McCormick “ 228. ...A,  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  proxy  for  officers. 

Henderson “ 229  ...J.  T.  Alderman,  W.  M.,  F.  R Harris, 

S.  W.,  J.  L.  Currin,  proxy  for 

J.  W. 

Corinthian “ 230.. ..John  G.  Snyder,  W.  M. 

William  T.  Bain “ 231. ...W,  R.  Stephenson,  W M. 

Lenoir “ 233  ...W.  F.  Sutton,  J.  W. 

Rountree “ 243  . .J.  E.  Cameron,  S.  W.,  and  proxy  for 

W.  M.  andj.  W. 

Monroe “ 244.. ..A.  L.  Monroe,  W.  M.,  J.  E.  Stewart, 

J.  W. 

Pythagoras  “ 249..  ,D.  I.  Watson,  W.  M. 

Rockford  “ 251. ...W.  R.  Doss,  proxy  for  officers. 

Lee “ 253. ...T.  J.  Fortner,  W.  M.,  J.  L.  Gwaltney, 

proxy  for  S.  W.,  C.  J.  Carson, 
proxy  for  J.  W. 

Kenly “ 257. ...John  H.  Watson,  J.  W. 

Excelsior “ 261. „.F.  M.  Winchester,  W.  M.,  C.  B. 

Flounoy,  S.  W.,  W.  J.  Polk,  J.  W. 

Hibriten. “ 262. ...J.  R.  Widby,  proxy  for  officers. 

Gaston  “ 263.. ..James  Downum,  W.  M. 

Farmington  “ 265.. ,.C.  F.  Bahnson,  W.  M. 

Durbin “ 266....Surrell  Sessoms,  proxy  for  officers. 

Dunn’s  Rock  “ 267. ...Thomas  S.  Wood,  proxy  for  officers. 

Unaka ,..  “ 268. ...Walter  E.  Moore  and  H C.  Cowan, 

proxies  for  officers. 

Bingham “ 272. ...J.  H.  Blackmon,  W.  M. 

WTatauga “ 273.... Joe  B.  Clarke,  W.  M. 

Rehoboth “ 279. ...James  D.  Boney,  W.  M. 

Eureka “ 283. ...C.  F.  Bahnson,  representative. 
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Greenville No.  284.... R.  L.  Carr,  W.  M. 

Cedar  Rock “ 2S6  .T.  W.  Stokes,  W.  M , W.  M.  Boone, 

S.  W.,  W.  J.  Johnson,  J.  W. 

French  Broad .No.  292..,. L.  M.  Bryan,  proxj'  for  officers. 

Atlantic “ 294. ...W.  E.  Jones,  proxy  for  officers. 

Stonewall  “ 296... J.  A.  Whitley,  representative. 

Toisnot “ 298  ...J.  W.  Peacock,  W.  M.,  J.  T.  Watson, 

S.  W. 

Hunting  Creek “ 299.. ..W.  J.  Andrews,  proxy  for  officers. 

Clay “ 301....W.  E.  Sanderson,  W.  M. 

Pleasant  Hill “ 304. ...W.  A.  Jones,  proxy  for  officers. 

Laurinburg “ 305. ,..W.  H.  McLaurin,  proxy  for  officers. 

Galatia “ 306. ...M.  C.  S.  Noble,  proxy  for  officers. 

Patterson “ 307  . ..James  L-  Eefler,  proxy  for  officers. 

Hatcher “ 310. ...R.  Eateman,  proxy  for  officers 

Notla “ 312.... W.  G.  Payne,  proxy  for  officers. 

King  Solomon “ 313... J.  W.  Cobb,  representative. 

New  Lebanon “ 314.... W.  A.  Foster,  W.  M. 

Kinston “ 316. ...S.  H.  Rountree,  proxy  for  officers. 

Eureka “ 317..  J.  B.  Griggs,  W.  M.,  C.  W.  Grice,  S.  W., 

E.  F.  Lamb,  proxy  for  J.  W. 

Wilmington “ 319. ...Eric  Norden,  W.  M.,  W.  B.  McKoy, 

proxy  for  S.  W. 

Selma “ 320.. ..PI.  D.  Hood,  proxy  for  officers. 

White  Hill  “ 321. . W.  G.  King,  W.  M. 

Falling  Creek “ 325.. ..J,  R.  Brown,  J.  W.,  C.  B.  Price,  proxy 

for  W.  M.  and  S.  W. 

Winton “ 327. ...J.  A.  Northcutt,  W.  M. 

Bayboro “ 331....D.  B.  Hooker,  W.  M.,  W.  D.  Alford, 

proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Harmony “ 340..  .Albert  Aycock,  S.  W.,  J.  E.  Davis, 

J.  W.,  N.  B.  Berger,  proxy  for 
W.  M. 

Hickory “ 343. ...F.  A.  Clinard  and  M.  O.  Deal,  proxies 

for  officers. 

Stanly “ 348.. ..Seaborn  B.  Kluttz,  S.  W. 

Durham  “ 352. ...J.  Crawford  Biggs,  proxy  for  officers. 

Moravian “ 353. ...J.  F.  Spainhour,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and 

S.  W. 

Fallston “ 356. ...S.  E.  Gidney,  proxy  for  officers. 

Bakersville “ 357. ...C.  P.  Snuggs,  proxy  for  officers. 

Mount  Vernon “ 359....  W.  T.  Caho,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for 

S.  W , R.  L.  Woodard,  J.  W. 

Mayon  “ 360....L.  M.  Chaffin,  W.  M. 
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Snow No.  363. ...W.  H.  Callowaj',  proxy  for  officers. 

Craighead “ 366... .C.  F.  Morris,  proxy  for  officers. 

Air  Line ...  “ 369. ...J.  H.  Burrage,  proxy  for  officers. 

Mars  Hill “ 370. ...L.  M.  Bryan,  proxy  for  officers. 

Bethel “ 372  J.  C.  Hines,  W.  M.,  C.  H.  Dunn,  S.  W. 

Elk “ 373.. ,.W.  R.  Graham,  J.  W.,  and  proxy  for 

W.  M.  and  S.  W. 

State  Line “ 375. ...George  Oats,  J.  W. 

Youngsville “ 377....J.  W.  Woodlief,  W.  M.,  W.  F.  Barrow, 

S.  W. 

Coharie  “ 379. ...W.  J.  Butler,  W.  M. 

Granville .“  380.. ..J.  S.  Mangum,  W.  M. 

Reidsville “ 384.. „W.  S.  Primrose,  proxy  for  officers. 

Kedron “ 387. ...O.  V.  F.  Blythe,  proxy  for  officers. 

Copeland . “ 390..  W.  R.  Doss,  proxj'  for  officers. 

Tally  Ho “ 393....W.  S.  Gooch,  W.  M.,  J.  E.  Duncan, 

J.  W. 

Cape  Fear..... “ 394... ,R.  R.  Bell,  S.  W. 

Orient “ 395. ...James  C.  Munds,  proxy  for  officers. 

Oxford “ 396.... E.  W.  Jones,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W. 

Minor,  S.  W.,  F.  P.  Hobgood, 
proxy  for  J.  W. 

Bald  Creek “ 397. ...C.  P.  Edwards,  S.  W. 

Conoho “ 399.... T.  J.  Gray,  proxj'  for  officers. 

Siler  City “ 403..  . B.  W.  Hatcher,  proxy  for  W.  M. 

Ocean 405. ...W.  M.  Webb,  W.  M.,  J.  W.  Willis, 

proxj'  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Liberty  Grove “ 407.  J.  B.  Hopkins,  proxy  for  officers. 

University “ 408..  J.  C.  Hocutt,  W.  M. 

Rockville “ 411....V.  A.  J.  Glover,  W.  M.,  J.  F.  Finch, 

S.  W.,  and  proxj'  for  J.  W. 

Louisburg “ 413..  .J.  A.  Thomas,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and 

J.  W.,  C.  M.  Cooke,  W.  M. 

New  Hope “ 415..  . A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  proxy  for  officers. 

Bellview “ 416. ...W,  G.  Paj'ne,  proxy  for  officers. 

Maxton  “ 417. ...G.  B.  Patterson  and  E.  L.  McCormick, 

proxies  for  officers. 

Potecasi “ 418. ...Dr,  R.  W.  Joyner,  W.  M. 

Boonville “ 421.. ..E.  F.  Watson,  proxjT  for  officers. 

Baltimore “ 424....Charler  F.  Bahnson,  proxy  for  officers. 

Montgomery “ 426.  ...C.  K.  Brj'ant,  proxy  for  officers. 

Stokesdale  “ 428. ...S.  H.  Smith,  proxj'  for  officers. 

Rockyford “ 430.. ..W.  F.  Beaslej',  proxy  for  officers. 

Relief “ 431. ...Edward  L.  Hall,  W.  M. 
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Vanceboro No.  4.33....T.  R.  Christman,  proxy  for  officers. 

Star “ 437-  John  L.  Stewart,  proxy  for  officers. 

Marble  Spring “ 439. ...D.  S.  Hamilton,  proxy  for  officers. 

Clingman “ 440. ...John  C.  Drewry,  proxj-  for  officers. 

Mount  Pleasant “ 441. ...R.  N.  Haclcett  and  W.  F.  Porter, 

proxies  for  officers. 

Roper “ 443-.  John  R.  Kessinger,  representative. 

Biltmore  “ 446. ...T.  J.  Reid,  W.  M. 

Enfield “ 447. ...W.  J.  Andrews,  proxj’  for  officers. 

Ingold  “ 448. ...T,  E.  Owen,  S.  W.,  and  proxy  for 

W.  M.  and  J.  W. 

Rone  Oak “ 449. ,..W.  F.  Mauney  and  Joel  L.  Crisp, 

proxies  for  officers. 

Polenta “ 450  ...Claude  Stephenson,  W.  M.,  Thad. 

vStevens,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Ashler  “ 451.  J.  B.  Hopkins,  proxy  for  officers. 

Elkin  “ 454  . ,W.  E.  Paul,  W.  M.,  J.  S.  Bell,  proxy 

for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Pineville “ 455.. ..C.  E.  Stenerson,  prox)'  for  officers. 

Grapevine “ 457.. ..Enoch  F.  Lamb,  proxy  for  officers. 

Dillsboro “ 459. ...James  M.  Candler,  proxy  for  officers. 

Henrietta  “ 460.. ..Julius  Wallace,  proxy  for  officers. 

South  Fork “ 462....B.  W.  Hatcher,  proxy  for  officers. 

Currituck  “ 463. ...S.  M.  Beasley,  W.  M.,  D.  W.  Wood- 

house,  proxy  for  S.  W and  J.  W. 

Gulf  “ 465  ...R.  W.  Palmer,  W.  M.,  F.  D.  Jones, 

proxy  for  S W.  and  J.  W. 

Sanford “ 469. ...C.  H.  Smith,  proxy  for  officers. 

Scotland  Neck “ 470. ...T.  H.  Pritchard  and  W.  H.  Kitchen, 

representatives 

Grassy  Knob  .......  “ 471... .A.  G.  Myers.  S.  W.,  L.  W.  Lunsford, 

proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 

Lexington “ 473...  H.  B.  Varner,  W.  M. 

St.  Paul’s “ 474..  Dr.  T.  L.  Northrop,  J.  W. 

Grimesland “ 475....Furney  Powell,  W.  M.,  J.  J.  Elks, 

S.  W. 

Big  Lick “ 476. ...D.  E.  Efird,  proxy  for  officers. 

Eagle  Springs “ 477. ...G.  D.  B.  Reynolds,  proxy  for  officers. 

Rainbow “ 479. ...H.  A.  Reel,  W.  M. 

Mill  Creek “ 4S0  . B.  W.  Hatcher,  proxy  for  officers. 

Spring  Hope “ 481..  ,T.  R.  Christman,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and 

S.  W.,  A.  T.  Morgan,  J.  W. 

Statesville “ 487....S.  L.  Parks,  W.  M.,  Julius  Wallace, 

J.  W.,  S.  L.  Parks,  proxy  for  S.  W. 
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Buggaboo No.  490.. ..S.  L.  Parks,  proxy  for  officers. 

Thomas  M.  Holt “ 492. ...J.  L.  Scott,  Jr.,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for 

S.  'V.  and  J.  W. 

Pilot  “ 493  ..J.  D.  Norman,  proxy  for  officers. 

John  A.  Graves “ 494. ...E.  B.  Blackwell,  W.  M. 

Rockingham “ 495. ...W,  J.  Fulford,  W.  M.,  George.  S.  Steele, 

S.  W.,  J.  S.  Bundy,  proxy  for  J.  W. 

Mooresville “ 496.. ,.M.  W.  White,  proxy  for  officers. 

Creedmore  “ 499. ...J.  F.  Sanderford,  W.  M.,  J.  L.  Peed, 

proxy  for  S.  W.,  R.  H.  Rogers, 
proxy  for  J.  W. 

Raleigh  “ 500. ...W.  T.  Harding,  W.  M.,  H.  C.  Butler, 

S.  W.,  W.  E.  White,  J.  W. 

Red  Springs “ 501.  Peter  McQueen,  proxy  for  officers. 

A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr., 

C.  P.  Snuggs, 

Committee. 


GRAND  MASTER’S  ADDRESS. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  his  address,  which  was, 
on  motion,  referred  to  a special  committee,  which  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master  announced  as  follows : P.  G. 

Masters  John  W.  Cotten,  W.  E.  Moore  and  R.  J.  Noble. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

Brethren:— For  more  than  a century  this  Grand  Body 
has  met  in  Annual  Communication.  Its  meetings  have  been 
attended  by  the  best  and  purest  of  North  Carolina’s  be- 
loved sons.  Tonight  marks  our  one  hundred  and  fourteenth 
session.  The  Great  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  has  pre- 
served us  to  the  present  hour.  Unto  Him  let  us  render 
praise  and  thanksgiving  for  His  goodness  and  mercy,  and 
may  He  “ so  teach  us  to  number  our  days  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.  ” 

I greet  you  with  a heart  full  of  love.  The  last  page  of 
our  history  for  the  nineteenth  century  has  been  written. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  splendid  record  of  the  past  may  be  an 
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inspiration  to  us  for  the  future.  Experience  and  age  count 
for  nothing  unless  we  shall  profit  by  them.  Higher  ideals 
should  be  the  fruits  of  a well-spent  past.  Masonry  should 
grow  better,  if  possible,  as  it  grows  older. 

While  I would  have  you  treasure  with  a deep  and  abiding 
affection  the  achievements  of  our  beloved  .Order  during  the 
century  which  has  just  closed,  still  I would  urge  you  to  gird 
your  loins  and  be  prepared  for  greater  triumphs  during  the 
century  upon  which  we  have  so  recently  entered.  We  can 
not  change  the  past,  nor  are  we  certain  as  to  the  future,  but 
the  present  with  all  of  its  responsibilities  is  ours.  Let  us  so 
act  in  the  living,  burning  present  that  our  tomorrows  may 
not  be  ashamed  of  our  yesterdays. 

You  have  journeyed  hither  for  no  idle  purpose.  Around 
this  sacred  altar  we  meet  to  learn  how  we  may  best  serve 
the  great  brotherhood  of  man.  The  weak,  the  poor,  the 
fallen,  the  bereaved,  the  widow  and  the  orphan  know  us 
because  we  have  made  them  acquainted  with  love  and  sym- 
pathy which  minister  to  the  needy. 

We  love  Masonry,  not  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  but  be- 
cause it  stands  for  principles  that  are  eternal,  the  just  ob- 
servance of  which  will  make  us  noble,  lofty  and  true  bene- 
factors of  the  race  of  man  and  champions  of  virtue  and 
liberty. 

STATE  OF  THE  CRAFT. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  earnest  and  hearty  co- 
operation has  been  the  watchword  among  the  lodges.  We 
have  increased  in  numbers  to  a gratifying  extent.  The  re- 
port of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year  showed  3 1 1 lodges, 
with  an  aggregate  membership  of  11,360.  There  has  been 
an  increase  of  9 in  the  number  of  lodges  and  a gain  of  277 
in  membership. 

I regard  this  as  evidence  of  increased  interest  in  what 
it  means  to  be>  a Mason  in  North  Carolina. 

There  have  been  few  departures  from  the  ancient 
landmarks.  To  be  right  has  been  the  prevailing  desire. 
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The  reports  from  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  letters  from 
prominent  brethren  in  many  sections  of  the  State  lead  me 
to  conclude  that  the  year  has  been  a prosperous  one  in 
many  ways.  The  brethren  have  accorded  me  a hearty  and 
cheerful  support  in  my  efforts  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
morality.  Some  differences  have  arisen  in  a few  of  the 
lodges,  which  have  been  adjusted  and  the  brethren  are  now 
at  peace.  I am  truly  thankful  to  be  able  to  say,  “Behold, 
how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity.” 

OFFICIAL  VISITATIONS. 

I regret  that  it  has  not  been  my  privilege  and  pleas- 
ure to  visit  more  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  during  the 
past  year.  In  every  instance  of  an  official  visitation  by  me 
to  the  lodges  I was  accorded  that  cordial  reception  which 
the  high  office  of  Grand  Master  so  well  deserves.  In  the 
lodges  visited  by  me  I found  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  pre- 
vailing and  the  brethren’s  chief  object  to  promote  its  best 
Interests. 

One  of  my  first  official  acts,  and  among  the  most  pleas- 
ant, was  the  institution  of  Raleigh  Lodge  No.  500,  and  the 
installation  of  its  officers,  on  Friday  evening,  January  19, 
1900,  in  this  lodge  room.  I congratulate  the  Craft  upon  the 
bright  prospects  of  this,  one  of  the  youngest  daughters  of 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  customary  celebration  of  June  24th  at  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum  was  held  last  year.  Owing  to  the  inclem- 
ent weather  the  crowd  was  nothing  like  so  large  as  usual, 
but  the  day  passed  pleasantly  and  profitably  to  all  who  at- 
tended. These  celebrations  have  grown  to  be  a part  of  the 
work  of  the  people  of  Oxford  and  Granville  Count}'.  Every 
lodge  in  the  State  should  send  a representative  to  the 
Special  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  is  held 
in  connection  with  these  celebrations. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

I have  made  the  following-  appointments  since  the  last 
Grand  Communication : 

Jan.  ii,  1900 — T.  P.  Bisanar,  W.  M.,  Hickory  Lodge 
No.  343,  to  institute  Cookville  Lodge  No.  502,  and  install 
its  officers. 

Jan.  22,  1900  — Bro.  J.  B.  Griggs,  Elizabeth  City, 

N.  C.,  upon  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  was 
commissioned  Assistant  Grand  Lecturer. 

Jan.  22,  1900 — Bro.  Charles  F.  Bahnson,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  was  com- 
missioned Assistant  Grand  Lecturer. 

Jan.  22,  1900 — Bro.  W.  P.  Williams,  Davidson,  upon 
recommendation  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  was  commissioned 
Assistant  Grand  Lecturer. 

Feb.  3,  1900 — Past  Master  Archibald  Bauer,  of  St. 
John,  N.  B.,  was  commissioned  as  the  Representative  of 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  N.  B. 

Feb.  3,  1900 — Bro.  W.  J.  King,  Past  Master,  was 
appointed  to  install  the  officers  of  Carthage  Lodge  No.  181, 
the  charter  of  which  was  restored  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

May  18,  1900 — Bro.  J.  E.  Graham,  Past  Master,  was 
appointed  to  install  the  officers  of  Unaka  Lodge,  U.  D. 

June  30,  1900 — Bro.  E.  F.  Corbell,  of  Lily  Valley 
Lodge  No.  252,  was  appointed  Grand  Master  for  the  pur- 
pose of  convening  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Special  Communi- 
cation at  Willeyton,  N.  C.,  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Methodist  church  building  at  that  place. 

Aug.  23,  1900 — Bro.  J.  G.  Burroughs,  Past  Master, 
of  Rockford  Lodge  No.  251,  was  commissioned  to  convene 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  Special  Communication  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Siloam. 

Oct.  20,  1900 — Bro.  J.  B.  Griggs,  of  Eureka  Lodge 
No.  317,  was  commissioned  to  call  a special  meeting  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Methodist  church  near  Elizabeth  City. 

Oct.  27,  1900 — Bro.  W.  A.  Mace,  of  Franklin  Lodge  No. 
109,  was  appointed  to  convene  the  Grand  Lodg'e  in  Special 
Communication  at  Beaufort,  on  the  first  day  of  November, 
1900,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  a school 
building'. 


DECISIONS. 

While  I have  had  a number  of  questions  propounded 
to  me  bearing  upon  Masonic  jurisprudence,  I do  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  embrace  under  this  portion  of  my  report  the 
answers  to  such  questions  as  are  clearly  pointed  out  in  the 
By-laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  most  instances  it  was  only 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  some  section  of  the  Code 
which  settled  the  point  raised.  There  are,  however,  some 
questions  which  I have  passed  upon  that  ^should  be  brought 
to  your  attention,  and  I therefore  submit  the  following : 

1.  Applicants  for  degrees  who  have  lived  all  their 
lives  in  a county  where  there  are  several  lodges,  moving' 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  one  lodge  to  that  of  another  in  the 
same  county,  are  not  entitled  to  have  their  applications 
acted  upon  until  they  have  resided  for  twelve  months,  next 
preceding  the  date  of  such  applications,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  lodge  to  which  they  make  application. 

2.  The  application  of  an  expelled  Mason  for  restoration 
must  be  referred  to  a committee,  lie  over  for  at  least  one 
month,  and  be  balloted  on  in  like  manner  as  petitions  for 
the  degrees.  The  members  of  the  lodge  shall  be  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  meeting  at  which  such  petition  is  to  be 
acted  upon.  After  the  committee  makes  its  report,  the 
petition  can  not  be  withdrawn,  but  ballot  must  be  taken. 

3.  One  who  has  taken  the  E.  A.  degree  cannot  take 
the  remaining  degrees  in  another  lodge,  except  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  lodge  in  which  he  was  elected. 
He  is  still  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  which 
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elected  him,  and  may  make  application  to  such  lodge  for 
the  degrees  at  any  time.  The  fact  of  his  neglecting  to 
apply  for  such  degrees  for  a period  of  eight  years  does  not 
work  a forfeiture  of  his  right  to  apply  now. 

4.  A party  who  removes  from  one  part  of  the  State  to 
another  and  lives  for  several  years  and  then  returns  to  his 
former  home,  can  not  apply  for  the  degrees  until  he  shall 
have  resided  for  twelve  months  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  lodge  to  which  he  makes  such  application. 

5.  A brother  holding  a dimit  is  not  required  to  present 
the  same  for  membership  in  another  lodge  within  any 
given  time. 

6.  A party  61  years  of  age,  receiving  pensions  from 
the  United  States  Government,  not  physically  deformed, 
has  sufficient  means  of  support  and  is  otherwise  qualified, 
is  eligible  to  membership. 

7.  A Master.  Mason  holding  a dimit  may  apply  for 
membership  in  any  lodge  when  and  as  often  as  he  may 
please.  It  does  not  require  a twelve  months’  residence 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  before  a Master  Mason 
holding  a dimit  may  apply  for  membership  in  such  lodge. 

8.  A brother  making  application  for  advancement 
and  being  rejected,  may  renew  his  application  at  any  time 
thereafter  and  as  often  as  he  may  please. 

9.  The  degrees  may  be  conferred  on  as  many  as  five 
candidates  at  the  same  communication ; but  no  more  than 
one  candidate  can  be  received  or  obligated  or  raised  at  the 
same  time. 

10.  It  does  not  require  a unanimous  vote  to  remove  a 
lodge  from  one  part  of  a town  to  another  part  of  the  same 
town. 

11.  It  is  the  duty  of  a lodge  to  bury,  with  Masonic 
honors,  one  of  its  members  who  commits  suicide.  One 
convicted  of  and  executed  for  a capital  felony  should  not 
be  buried  with  Masonic  honors. 

12.  A party  who  has  lost  two  fingers  of  his  left  hand 
is  eligible  to  the  degrees  in  Masonry,  provided  he  is  other- 
wise qualified  and  physically  able  to  earn  a livelihood. 
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13.  A Master  Mason  who  has  been  elected  to  member- 
ship in  a lodge,  and  acted  as  a member,  paid  dues,  etc. , but 
who  has  not  signed  the  By-laws,  is  a member  of  such  lodge. 
The  Master,  under  such  circumstances,  would  have,  no  right 
to  declare  him  not  a member  of  the  lodge. 

14.  The  Regular  Communications  of  a lodge  are  fixed 
by  its  By-laws,  and  it  can  not  hold  such  Regular  Communica- 
tions on  any  other  days  than  those  named  in  such  By-laws. 
A lodge  has  no  right  to  hold  its  regular  monthly  communi- 
cation a week  in  advance  of  the  day  named  for  such  com- 
munication in  its  By-laws. 

15.  A brother  against  whom  charges  are  preferred,  who 
is  present  at  the  time  the  charges  are  preferred  and  accepts 
service  in  open  lodge  of  the  notice  of  the  time  for  the  trial 
of  such  charges,  thereby  waives  his  right  to  demand  that 
such  notice  be  served  on  him  as  prescribed  in  the  Code. 

16.  A lodge  has  no  right  to  assess  its  members  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a hall,  and  if  a member  refuses  to  pay 
such  assessment  the  lodge  would  have  no  right  to  exclude 
him. 

17.  A petitioner  whose  right  leg  has  been  amputated 
about  four  inches  below  the  knee,  and  who  wears  an  arti- 
ficial limb,  can  not  be  elected  to  receive  the  degrees. 

18.  A lodge  can  not  be  opened  for  the  transaction  of 
business  with  six  of  its  members  and  one  visitor  present. 
There  must  be  seven  members  present  in  person  to  consti- 
tute a quorum. 

19.  When  candidates  for  advancement  are  to  be  exam- 
ined, the  lodge  should  be  opened  in  the  third  degree.  Then 
labor  is  dispensed  with  and  the  candidate  admitted  and 
examined  as  to  his  proficiency.  The  Master  alone  passes 
upon  the  proficiency  of  candidates.  No  vote  is  necessary. 

20.  An  excluded  Mason  may  make  application  to  the 
lodge  excluding  him  for  restoration  as  often  as  such  appli- 
cation may  be  rejected,  subject  to  the  provisions  contained 
in  “Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, ” adopted  by 
Grand  Lodge,  1888,  on  page  46,  Code  1897. 
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21.  A brother  who  asked  for  and  is  granted  a dimit  by 
his  lodge,  the  same  becomes  effective  at  once.  The  time  of 
its  actual  delivery,  or  non-delivery,  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
brother,  has  no  bearing  on  its  status.  As  soon  as  the  lodge 
acted  upon  and  granted  the  dimit,  the  brother  ceased  to  be 
a member,  and  the  only  way  by  which  he  can  regain  his 
membership  is  by  petition  in  the  regular  manner  as  pre- 
scribed in  the  Code. 

22.  A Mason  under  sentence  of  indefinite  suspension 
or  expulsion  who  applies  for  restoration  and  is  rejected  can 
not  apply  again  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  such 
rejection. 

23.  A dimitted  Mason  whose  application  for  member- 
ship is  rejected  has  no  right  to  demand  that  he  be  received 
as  a member,  or  that  the  lodge  prefer  charges  against  him. 

DISPENSATIONS  FOR  NEW  LODGES. 

jan.  19,  1900 — Luke  McGlaughan,  Ahoskie,  Hertford 
County. 

April  17,  1900 — Unaka  Lodge,  Unaka,  Cherokee  County. 

May  12,  1900  — vScotland  Lodge,  Gibson,  Scotland 

County. 

July  10,  1900 — Roberdel  Lodge,  Roberdel,  Richmond 
County. 

Aug.  8,  1900 — Cherry ville  Lodge,  Cherry ville,  Gaston 
County. 

Jan.  7,  1901 — Whetstone  Lodge,  Bessemer  City,  Gaston 
County. 

LODGES  REVIVED  AND  CHARTERS  RESTORED. 

Gallatia,  No.  306,  Raeford,  Cumberland  County. 

SUSPENSIONS. 

On  the  23rd  day  of  June,  1900,  I received  from  W.  J. 
Crutchfield,  Secretary  of  Bingham  Lodge  No.  272,  a certi- 
fied copy  of  charges  preferred  against  the  Master  of  the 
lodge,  T.  W.  Moore.  These  charges  were  in  the  form  pre- 
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scribed  by  the  Code,  and  appended  thereto  were  letters 
corroborating  the  specifications  set  out  in  the  charges.  In 
addition  to  the  charges  thus  certified  and  the  letters  thereto 
appended,  I took  occasion  to  obtain  further  evidence  by 
conferring  with  brethren  familiar  with  the  facts.  After 
becoming  satisfied  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  charges  and 
the  guilt  of  the  offender,  I suspended  the  said  T.  W.  Moore, 
Master  of  Bingham  Lodge  No.  272,  and  caused  a certified 
copy  of  my  letter  suspending  him  to  be  delivered  to  said 
T.  W.  Moore.  I submit  herewith  the  charges  and  letters 
above  referred  to. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

I have  issued  the  following'  dispensations  during  the 
year : 

Jan.  16,  1900,  to  Concord  Lodge  No.  58;  to  act  upon 
petition  at  Called  Communication. 

Jan.  18,  1900,  to  Durham  Lodge  No.  352;  to  act  upon 
petition  of  candidate  about  to  journey  abroad,  without 
requiring  it  to  lie  over  the  usual  time. 

Jan.  22,  1900,  to  Double  Shoal  Lodge  No.  356;  to  change 
its  name  to  Fallston  Lodge  No.  356. 

Jan.  22,  1900,  to  Conoho  Lodge  No.  399;  to  elect  and 
install  Master  and  Treasurer  in  place  of  the  officers  who 
had  been  elected  to  these  positions  and  declined  to  be 
installed. 

Jan.  24,  1900,  to  Lebanon  Lodge  No.  391;  to  elect 
Secretary  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  resignation  on  Jan.  3, 
1900.  (Prior  to  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  1900.) 

Jan.  24,  1900,  to  Green  Level  Lodg'e  No.  277;  to  elect 
officers  at  its  next  Regular  Communication,  no  quorum  being 
present  at  the  regular  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers. 

Jan.  26,  1900,  to  Buie’s  Creek  Lodge,  U.  D.  ; continu- 
ing dispensation  during  the  present  Masonic  year. 

Feb.  6,  1900,  to  Mt.  Energy  Lodge  No.  140;  to  elect 
and  install  Secretary  in  the  place  of  the  brother  elected  and 
who  refused  to  be  installed. 
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Feb.  12,  1900,  to  Lawndale  Lodge  No.  486;  to  change 
the  time  of  its  meeting. 

Feb.  13,  1900,  to  White  Hill  Lodg-e  No.  321;  to  elect 
Senior  Warden  to  fill  vacancy  occasioned  by  refusal  of 
vSenior  Warden-elect  to  be  installed. 

Feb.  24,  1900,  to  Blackmer  Lodge  No.  127;  to  elect  and 
install  officers. 

Feb.  28,  1900,  to  Phalanx  Lodg'e  No.  31;  to  confer  the 
degrees  on  a brother  without  requiring  due  proficiency  to 
be  manifested  in  open  lodge. 

March  17,  1900,  to  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40;  to  confer  the 
degrees  upon  a brother  without  requiring  him  to  manifest 
proficiency  in  open  lodge. 

May  i,  1900,  to  Center  Lodge  No.  398;  to  remove  the 
lodge  from  Alexander  to  Jupiter. 

May  17,  1900,  to  Phalanx  Lodge  No.  31;  to  elect  its 
officers  on  the  first  Tuesday  night  in  June,  1900. 

May  28,  1900,  to  Winston  Lodge  No.  167;  to  receive 
and  act  upon  petition  of  Mr.  M.  B.  Stockton,  who  was 
about  to  journey  abroad,  without  requiring  it  to  lie  over 
the  usual  time. 

June  15,  1900,  to  Wayne  Lodge  No.  112;  to  receive  and 
act  upon  the  petition  of  Dr.  G.  H.  Kirby,  and  to  confer  the 
degrees  without  requiring  the  usual  proficiency,  he  being 
about  to  journey  abroad. 

July  3,  1900,  to  Davie  Lodge  No.  39;  to  hold  its  Regu- 
lar Communication  at  Aulander  on  the  13th,  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  officers  and  receiving  the  singing  class  of  the 
Oxford  Orphan  Asylum. 

Aug.  7,  1900,  to  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  8;  to  elect  Secre- 
tary to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

Aug.  7,  1900,  to  King  Solomon  Lodge  No.  56;  to  elect 
officers  at  the  next  Regular  Communication. 

Aug.  20,  1900,  to  Neuse  Lodge  No  97;  to  elect  officers 
at  its  next  Regular  Communication. 

Aug.  29,  1900,  to  Warren  Lodge  No.  101 ; to  install  its 
officers. 
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Sept.  26,  1900,  to  Fairview  Lodge  No.  339;  to  hold 
Special  Communication  for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon 
applications  for  dimits  of  members  wishing  to  apply  for  dis- 
pensation to  organize  a new  lodge  and  to  examine  the  pro- 
posed officers  of  such  new  lodge  as  to  their  proficiency. 

Oct.  12,  1900,  to  Toisnot  Lodge  No.  298;  to  confer  the 
degrees  upon  a candidate  without  requiring  him  to  manifest 
due  proficiency  in  open  lodge. 

Dec.  15,  1900,  to  Pythagoras  Lodge  No.  249;  to  elect 
Master  to  fill  the  place  of  a brother  who  declines  to  be 
installed. 

Dec.  31,  1900,  to  Siloam  Lodge  No.  178;  to  elect  officers 
at  its  next  Regular  Communication. 

The  foregoing  dispensations  were  granted  after  due 
inquiry  into  the  facts  of  each  case.  I have  declined  to 
grant  dispensations  in  every  case  where  the  facts  did  not 
justify  me  in  so  doing.  I have  been  frequently  requested 
to  grant  dispensations,  when  to  do  so  would  have  been  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  By-laws  of  this  Grand  Bodv.  I con- 
ceived it  to  be  my  duty  to  uphold  and  not  abuse  the  written 
law  and  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Fraternity. 

SISTER  JURISDICTIONS. 

Our  relation  to  the  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  is  of  the 
most  cordial  character.  Immediately  after  my  induction 
into  office  I received  a communication  from  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  of  Tennessee  calling  my  attention  to 
the  fact  that  Notla  Lodge  No.  312  had  received  and  acted 
upon  petitions  for  the  degrees  of  parties  living  in  Tennessee, 
and  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Ducktown  Lodge.  I at  once 
investigated  the  matter  and,  after  some  correspondence,  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  was  arrived  at.  I am  led  to  believe 
that  the  brethren  of  Notla  did  not  intend  to  violate  anv  of 
the  obligations  of  this  jurisdiction  to  Tennessee.  I beo-  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  kindly  aid  rendered  me  by 
Most  Worshipful  James  H.  McClister,  Grand  Master  of 
Tennessee,  in  the  settlement  of  the  Notla  and  Ducktown 
differences. 
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The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Masters  of  Florida  and 
New  Jersey  have  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  cheerful 
manner  in  which  they  complied  with  my  requests  for  per- 
mission to  lodges  in  their  respective  jurisdictions  to  confer 
the  degrees  on  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  temporarily 
absent  from  home. 

It  is  but  proper  in  this  connection  that  I call  to  your 
attention  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York 
which  refers  to  North  Carolina.  If  we  are  in  error,  as  the 
brother  seems  to  charge,  it  is  but  proper  that  the  same  be 
corrected  as  early  as  possible.  I submit  herewith  communi- 
cations from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Cuba  and  Costa  Rica, 
requesting  the  establishment  of  fraternal  intercourse  with- 
our  jurisdiction. 

Upon  learning  of  the  disastrous  storm  which'  swept 
over  the  soiithern  coast  of  Texas  in  September  last,  I 
issued  an  appeal  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this  State 
for  funds  for  the  relief  of  our  distressed  brethren  in  that 
State.  My  estimate  of  the  liberality  and  kind-heartedness 
of  my  brethren  has  not  been  disappointed.  As  a result  of 
this  appeal  I received  the  sum  of  $494.66,  which  amount  I 
have  transmitted  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of 
Texas,  to  be  expended  by  him  as  the  necessities  of  the 
brethren  may  require.  I append  hereto  a list  of  the  lodges 
and  individuals,  with  the  amounts  contributed  by  each  to 
this  fund.  It  is  but  ju’st  to  state  that  a great  many  lodges 
contributed  to  our  Texas  brethren  through  committees  of 
citizens  and  otherwise,  or  the  amount  reported  would  have 
been  largely  increased. 

FRATERNAL  DEAD. 

During  the  past  year  the  dread  monster,  death,  has 
invaded  our  ranks  and  his  cold  hand  has  rested  upon  many 
of  our  best  beloved.  While  we  mourn  with  our  sister 
Grand  Jurisdictions  and  shed  the  sympathetic  tear  over 
their  losses,  we  are  especially  grieved  at  the  loss  which  this 
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Grand  Body  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Horace  H.  Munson,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  on  Sunday  night,  September  9,  1900. 
Brother  Munson’s  devotion  to  Masonry  and  its  teachings 
won  for  him  the  confidence,  respect  and  love  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and,  as  a mark  of  the  appreciation  of  his  valu- 
able services,  he  received  the  highest  honors  at  the  hands  of 
the  brethren.  We  were  all  familiar  with  his  genial  face, 
kindly  disposition  and  wise  suggestions.  He  will  be  sadly 
missed  in  our  councils.  It  is  but  meet  that  we  should  make 
a permanent  record  of  our  estimation  of  him  as  a citizen, 
friend,  companion  and  brother. 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  Bro. 
W.  P.  Williams,  of  Davidson,  one  of  the  Assistant  Grand 
Lecturers  of  this  jurisdiction,  which  occurred  at  his  home 
April  9,  1900. 

Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  Trounce,  of  British  Colum- 
bia, died  at  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Victoria,  June  30, 
1900,  full  of  years  and  honors.  He  was  a man  of  sterling 
qualities  and  most  beloved  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 

Past  Grand  Master  George  Hamilton  Morgan,  of  Ten- 
nessee, died  July  27,  1900.  Brother  Morgan  was  one  of 
Tennessee’s  most  prominent  citizens.  As  lawyer,  judge  and 
Mason,  his  life  was  a beautiful  exemplar  of  the  teachings 
of  the  Order  to  which  he  was  most  earnestly  devoted  for  a 
period  of  thirty-five  years.  Only  twenty-four  hours  before 
his  death  he  wrote  to  a friend:  “I  realize  that  my  time  on 

earth  is  not  very  long.  * * * * * * But  all  is  well. 

Brighter  grows  the  other  shore.” 

Bro.  John  W.  Laflin,  for  seventeen  years  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  Wisconsin,  was  called  to  his  reward  August  31, 
1900.  In  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  responsible 
office,  he  displayed  signal  ability,  and  by  his  fidelity  endeared 
himself  to  all  the  members  of  his  jurisdiction. 

Past  Grand  Master  Edwin  Carlton  Blackmar,  of  Iowa, 
died  October  7,  1900.  He  builded  for  himself  an  enduring 
monument.  No  brother  was  better  known  and  none  com- 
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mantled  more  respect  among  the  Masons  of  Iowa  than 
Brother  Blackmar.  His  character  was  a beautiful  portrayal 
of  life’s  best  actions. 

Past  Grand  Master  Alanson  Partridg'e  died  at  his  home 
in  Birmingham,  Michigan,  July  7,  1900.  He  filled  many 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  enjoying  all  the  while 
the  highest  esteem  of  his  associates  and  the  utmost  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Cyrus  K.  Holliday,  Deputy  Grand  Master 
of  Kansas,  died  on  the  29th  of  March,  1900,  surrounded  by 
a loving  family  and  devoted  friends.  He  was  a zealous 
Mason,  upright  citizen,  kind  and  indulgent  husband  and 
father. 

Past  Grand  Master  Silas  Elam  Sheldon,  of  Kansas,  died 
April  19,  1900.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  phy- 
sicians of  his  State,  largely  instrumental  in  founding  and 
maintaining  the  Topeka  Medical  College,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  held  one  of  the  most  important  professorships 
therein.  An  active,  busy  life  has  ended.  A just  and  true 
man  has  gone  to  his  reward. 

Past  Grand  Master  Robert  Clow,  of  Oregon,  died  at 
his  home  in  Junction  City,  January  5,  1900,  in  the  63rd 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  mem- 
bers of  our  Ancient  Fraternity  and  his  loss  is  deeply 
mourned  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon. 

Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  Givings  Reames,  of  Ore- 
gon, died  February  21,  1900.  As  merchant,  sheriff  and 
banker,  he  was  always  faithful.  He  was  prominent  in  poli- 
tics and  was  postoffice  inspector  under  President  Cleveland’s 
administration.  He  was  mayor  of  his  town,  Jacksonville, 
for  many  years.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  was  faithful, 
kind  and  true. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Henry  Chappie,  of  Montana,  died  at  Flag- 
staff, Arizona,  January  10,  1900.  He  was  buried  by  his 
Grand  Lodge  January  16,  1900.  There  was  a large  attend- 
ance of  brethren  from  his  own  and  neighboring  lodges  and 
other  fraternal  organizations  with  which  he  was  connected, 
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attesting  the  universal  esteem  in  which  the  beloved  phy- 
sician was  held. 

W.  Bro.  Tom  Linton,  the  old  Tyler  of  Colorado,  died 
in  the  city  of  Denver  January  u,  1900,  in  the  72nd  year  of 
his  age.  His  long  and  faithful  service  entitled  him  to  the 
plaudit,  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

Past  Grand  Master  Harrison  Dills,  of  Illinois, , died  in 
Warrensburg,  Missouri,  November  1,  1899.  Brother  Dills 
was  one  of  the  most  active  participants  in  the  convention  of 
Masons  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  in  1840,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Illinois. 
In  1857  he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  two  years  with  honor  to  himself  and  profit  to  the 
Craft  throughout  the  State. 

Past  Grand  Master  James  Henry  Welsh,  of  Connecti- 
cut, died  December  16,  1899,  at  the  age  of  69.  His  Masonic 
career  commenced  in  1863  and  he  was  elected  Grand  Master 
in  1896.  He  was  constant  in  his  attendance  upon  the  meet- 
ings of  his  Grand  Lodge  and  a zealous  worker  in  every 
department  of  the  Order.  Kind  and  genial  to  his  brethren, 
ever  ready  to  receive  and  impart  instruction,  his  efficient 
service  upon  the  various  standing  committees  of  his  Grand 
Lodge  will  long  be  remembered. 

Past  Grand  Master  Edwin  L.  Bowering  died  suddenly 
at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  October 
26,  1900.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  1874,  and  his  advance- 
ment was  rapid  until  he  had  received  all  the  degrees  and 
honors  of  the  Order.  He  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  leading  business  enterprises  of  his  home  city. 

Past  Grand  Master  Samuel  Wright  Williams,  of  Arkan- 
sas, died  March  14,  1900,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his  ag-e.  A 
lawyer  of  great  learning,  he  was  for  many  years  the  con- 
trolling spirit  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  LTsage 
of  his  State,  and  a brother  whose  services  to  the  Craft  shed 
luster  on  the  name  of  Arkansas. 

Past  Grand  Master  W.  H.  Gee  died  at  his  home  in 
Dardanelle,  Arkansas,  May  28,  1900.  He  served  as  Grand 
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Master  during  the  years  1887  and  1888.  Brother  Gee  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  but 
afterwards  moved  to  Arkansas,  where  he  was  highly 
esteemed  and  occupied  an  enviable  place  in  business  circles. 

Past  Grand  Master  Robert  Maxwell  Smith,  of  Arkan- 
sas, was  a victim  of  the  awful  disaster  at  Galveston,  where 
in  a single  night  thousands  of  lives  were  blotted  out  and  a 
prosperous  city  almost  demolished.  His  body  was  never 
recovered. 

“His  grave  is  the  vast,  uneasy  deep, 

His  requiem  the  ocean’s  moan.” 

His  faithfulness  and  devotion  to  duty  ceased  only  on 
that  fatal  night  when  his  life  went  out  in  the  rushing  tide 
of  the  storm  that  carried  desolation  in  its  sweep. 

Past  Grand  Master  William  Starling,  of  Mississippi, 
died  on  the  10th  of  December,  1900.  Brother  Starling  was 
one  whose  warm  clasp  of  the  hand  always  carried  with  it  a 
brother’s  full  measure  of  love.  He  was  for  many  years 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Levee  Board  and  made  an  exhaust- 
ive study  of  the  problem  of  protection  of  the  delta  of  the 
Mississippi  from  overflow.  He  did  well  whatever  he  under- 
took, and  the  better  to  fit  himself  for  his  work,  learned  the 
Dutch  language  and  visited  Holland  to  inspect  the  system 
of  dykes  in  that  country.  He  returned  to  his  State  and 
entered  actively  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  eng'aged  in  writing  a work  on  the 
levee  system  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

OUR  ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

I commend  to  your  most  careful  consideration  the 
reports  of  the  Directors,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent  of 
the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum.  I wish  to  call  your  attention 
especially  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Directors 
which  refers  to  the  deficit  in  meeting  the  generous  offer  of 
Mr.  Duke,  which  offer  was  accepted  by  us. 

You  will  find  in  these  reports  many  things  of  interest 
in  relation  to  the  great  work  being  done  by  the  institution. 
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It  is  a source  of  genuine  pleasure  to  me  as  a Mason,  and  as 
a citizen  of  Oxford,  that  the  State’s  first  and  greatest 
charity  has  passed  the  experimental  stage  and  is  now  one  of 
the  most  potent  factors  for  good  in  all  the  country-.  The 
boys  and  g'irls  of  today  will  be  the  men  and  women  of 
tomorrow.  How  important  then  is  it  for  us  to  see  to  the 
proper  training  of  our  future  citizenship.  The  money 
expended  in  caring  for  orphan  boys  and  girls  yields  hand- 
some dividends.  It  is  far  cheaper  to  make  good  citizens 
than  to  provide  punishment  for  law-breakers  and  criminals. 
This  is  the  sordid  and  worldly  view  of  this  great  work. 
There  is  a higher  and  holier  plane  from  which  we  should 
survey  the-  forces  and  influences  that  bring  about  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  orphan  homes.  Who  can  estimate 
the  value  of  a single  life  which  has  been  enabled  to  rise 
above  the  miasma  of  sin,  to  look  beyond  the  lowering 
clouds  of  despair  and  see  the  pure  sunlight  of  God’s  love 
and  mercy?  Are  there  not  priceless  joys  for  such  an  one  in 
the  present  and  an  influence  for  the  future  which  can  not 
be  reckoned? 

During  its  existence,  which  covers  a period  of  some- 
thing more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  the  Oxford  Orphan 
Asylum  has  sent  forth  into  every  portion  of  our  dear  old 
Commonwealth  boys  and  girls  whose  lives  have  been  bless- 
ings to  all  classes.  It  has  behind  it  a glorious  past ; under 
the  benediction  of  God  it  is  actively  engaged  in  a splendid 
and  useful  present,  and  before  it  lies  a future  full  of  hope 
and  magnificent  possibilities.  This  Asylum  is  the  earnest  of 
our  faith  in  the  teachings  and  principles  of  our  Order.  It 
has  stood  the  test  of  years  because  of  its  useful  career.  It 
deserves  and  should  receive  our  love,  prayers  and  support. 

‘ ‘ We  have  never  done  as  holy  a work  as  when  we  have 
taken  the  fatherless  and  motherless  little  one  by  the  hand 
and  led  it  through  the  temptations  and  the  pitfalls  of  the 
world  to  a noble  manhood  and  womanhood.” 

It  was  work  of  this  kind  that  caused  the  Man  of  Gali- 
lee to  quit  the  courts  of  Glory  and  come  in  love  and  mercy 
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to  the  fallen  of  earth.  I beg  that  you  will  take  no  back- 
ward step  in  this  great  enterprise.  Much  may  depend  upon 
the  loyal  support  that  we  give  to  it.  There  is  a plain  duty 
resting  upon  us  and  I am  persuaded  to  believe  that  we  will 
discharge  it  as  becomes  men  and  Masons. 

Let  us  endeavor  to  know  more  of  its  work,  to  be 
brought  in  closer  touch  with  its  demands.  This  can  be 
done  to  a large  extent  if  The  Orphans'  Friend  and  Masonic 
Journal  comes  into  our  homes  regularly.  The  paper  is 
worthy  of  your  confidence  and  support.  It  contains 
nothing  but  pure,  clean  and  helpful  reading  and  is  a family 
paper  of  a high  order. 

Brethren,  I am  speaking  to  you  upon  a subject  very 
near  to  my  heart.  I know  what  it  means  to  be  an  orphan 
and  how  pathetic  it  is  to  be  forced  to  face  a world  that,  in 
its  hurry  and  selfishness,  forgets  to  be  sympathetic. 

“If  philanthropy  is  divine,  we  must  double  its  quan- 
tity and  tenderness.  The  one  duty  of  life  is,  lessen  every 
vice  and  enlarge  every  virtue.”  May  the  God  of  the  widow 
and  orphan  show  you  your  duty  and  give  you  strength  to 
perform  it. 


CONCLUSION. 

When  I assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Grand 
Master,  I was  not  unmindful  of  the  high  honor  which  my 
brethren  had  conferred  upon  me,  nor  did  I underestimate 
the  responsibilities  of  the  position.  I have  had  the  hearty 
support  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  brethren  in  my  efforts  to 
serve  you,  and  I tender  them  my  thanks.  My  one  desire 
has  been  to  promote  peace,  harmony  and  prosperity,  and  to 
this  end  I have  labored  most  earnestly.  You  have  an 
account  of  my  stewardship.  If  you  are  satisfied  I am  most 
happy.  I wish  no  praise  for  what  has  been  accomplished, 
but  ask  your  kindly  and  fraternal  forbearance  for  whatever 
error  may  have  been  committed.  I am  persuaded  to  believe 
that  this  Annual  Communication  will  be  marked  by  that 
spirit  of  brotherly  love  which  should  control  our  every 
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action.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in 
all  departments  of  life,  and  Masonry  in  North  Carolina  has 
been  no  laggard  in  the  forward  movement.  The  coming 
year  will  make  larger  demands  upon  us  and  these  demands 
should  be  shared  in  and  met  by  all  of  us.  Each  of  us  has 
his  sphere  and  all  of  us  one  work.  Singleness  of  purpose 
and  a combination  of  efforts  are  the  surest  means  of  suc- 
cess. All  of  us  can  not  hope  to  excel,  but  each  will  have 
his  reward.  Let  us  so  live — 

“That  each  departing  day 
Henceforth  may  see 
Some  work  of  love  begun, 

Some  deed  of  kindness  done.” 

Fraternally  submitted, 

B.  S.  ROYSTER, 

Grand  Master. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  BY  LODGES  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

IN  TEXAS. 


Lodge. 

No. 

Ain't,  ] 

Lodge. 

No. 

Am 

7. 

Oxford 

306 

$ 10 

00 

West  Bend 

■ ■ 414 

$ 2 

OO 

Prof.  F.  P.  Hobgood. 

396 

2 

50 

Statesville  

..  487 

5 

OO 

Columbus  

102 

2 

00 

Henrietta 

..  460 

2 

OO 

Phalanx 

11 

25 

00 

Seaside  

--  42Q 

I 

SO 

Greenville  

284 

12 

75 

Grassy  Knob 

- 471 

2 

OO 

Franklin 

IO9 

25 

00 

Stonewall  

..  296 

2 

OO 

Phoenix  

8 

5 

00 

Currituck 

- 463 

2 

OO 

Seaside  

■ 429 

8 

00 

G.  N.  Hampton 

I 

OO 

bone  Oak 

■ 449 

3 

00 

Hall 

■■  53 

2 

OO 

Hickory 

- 343 

4 

35 

Vance 

- 293 

2 

OO 

Salem 

. 280 

5 

00 

Pleasant  Hill 

--  104 

2 

OO 

Red  Springs 

■ 501 

12 

00 

Lillington 

- 3° 2 

2 

OO 

Hanks  

. 128 

10 

00 

Ay den  

..  498 

2 

OO 

Excelsior  

. 261 

20 

00 

King  Solomon 

- 58 

5 

OO 

Warren  

. 92 

5 

00 

Thomas  M.  Holt.... 

■ 492 

2 

OO 

Lincoln  

- x37 

2 

5° 

Long  Creek . 

201 

2 

OO 

Askepole 

335 

5 

00 

White  Hill 

- 321 

2 

OO 

Elkin  

- 454 

2 

00 

Cookville  

..  502 

5 

OO 

Reidsville  

- 384 

2 

00 

Tobasco 

..  271 

2 

OO 

Grimesland  

• 475 

2 

00 

William  T.  Bain 

- 231 

.3 

OO 

Relief 

■ 431 

2 

75 

Luke  McGlaughan. 

..  U.  D 

. 2 

OO 

Stokesdale 

. 428 

2 

00 

Thomasville 

..  214 

2 

OO 

Stanly 

348 

3 

00 

Gulf  

- 465 

2 

OO 

Rockville  

. 411 

5 

00 

Pine  Forest 

..  186 

2 

OO 

Raleigh 

500 

2 

00 

Kenly  

■■  257 

3 

OO 

Blacktner  

. 127 

2 

00 

Knap  of  Reeds 

- 158 

2 

OO 

Boonville  

. 421 

2 

00 

Catawba  

..  248 

2 

OO 

Roxboro 

• 113 

5 

00 

Fulton 

99 

IO 

OO 

Warren  

. 101 

2 

00 

Moravian  

- 353 

2 

OO 

Sandy  Creek 

• 185 

2 

00 

Elk 

- 373 

2 

OO 

Rolesville 

• *56 

2 

00 

Lilly  Valley 

- 252 

8 

OO 

Tally  Ho 

393 

2 

00 

Mattamuskeet 

- 328 

2 

OO 

Marlrle  Springs 

• 439 

2 

00 

American  George... 

- i7 

2 

OO 

Rich  Square 

. 488 

2 

00 

Bakersville 

- 357 

4 58 

Orient  

- 395 

10 

00 

Craighead 

- 366 

3 

OO 

T.  G.  Russell 

4 

00 

Orr 

..  104 

3 

OO 

John  A.  Graves 

■ 494 

2 

00 

Bayboro 

- 33i 

5 

OO 

Dillsboro 

• 459 

2 

00 

Biltmore  

...  446 

2 

OO 

Granite 

■ 322 

21 

00 

Spring  Hope 

...  481 

2 

OO 

Clay 

301 

2 

00 

Junaluska.. 

- 145 

2 

OO 

Mill  Creek 

. 480 

2 

55 

Radiance  

- 132 

6 

OO 

George  Washington 

- 174 

1 

00 

Healing  Springs 

...  467 

I 

OO 

Snow 

• 363 

5 

00 

Western  Star 

...  91 

I 

50 

Mingo  

. 206 

2 

00 

Mystic  Tie 

- 237 

2 

OO 

Potecasi 

. 418 

2 

00 

Bellview 

...  416 

2 

OO 

Bald  Creek 

- 397 

2 

00 

Bingham  

...  272 

2 

OO 

Hominy 

- 49 1 

2 

00 

Stokes 

...  32 

5 

OO 

Fellowship 

. 84 

2 

00 

Boiling  Springs 

...  464 

2 

OO 

Sonoma 

• 472 

2 

00 

Jones  ville 

...  227 

2 

OO 

Rehoboth 

. 279 

2 

00 

Toisnot 

...  298 

2 

OO 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


33 


CONTRIBUTIONS  BY  LODGES  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  BRETHREN  IN 
TEXAS. — Concluded. 


Lodge. 

No. 

Ain't. 

Lodge. 

No. 

Ain't. 

Catawba  Valley 

....  217 

$ 2 

28 

Maxton 

- 417 

$24  00 

St.  lolm’s 

....  96 

5 

OO 

Blue  Ridge 

435 

I OO 

Flat  Creek 

....  285 

2 

OO 

Winston  

1 17 

2 OO 

Air  Line 

....  369 

2 

OO 

Harmony 

340 

5 00 

Farmers  

....  404 

2 

OO 

Montgomery 

426 

2 OO 

King  Solomon 

--  313 

2 

OO 

Unanimity  

7 

2 OO 

Lawndale  

....  4S6 

2 

OO 

Chalmers 

151 

2 OO 

Cleveland  

....  202 

IO 

OO 

Neuse 

97 

5 00 

King  Hiram 

....  466 

2 

OO 

Farmington 

263 

2 75 

Roper 

443 

5 

OO 

Grape  Vine 

457 

3 0° 

Lebanon  

39 1 

2 

OO 

Black  Creek 

33° 

2 OO 

New  Lebanon 

Rusk 

314 

456 

2 OO 

3 65 

Roanoke 

203 

2 OO 

South  Fork 

462 

2 

OO 

Total  from  all 

lodges  . 

#494  66 

GRAND  TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master , Wardens  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  tenth  annual 
report,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year 
ending  January  8,  1901: 

WILLIAM  SIMPSON,  Grand  Treasurer, 


In  account  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 


1900 

Dr. 

Jan. 

8 

To  balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report 

t 3.979  37 

13 

To  interest  on  Ellington  note 

80  00 

May 

22 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary... 

778  95 

I 

To  cash  from  Miss  Baird  legacy — interest 

IOO  OO 

June 

II 

To  cash  from  insurance  loss  on  Asylum 

106  35 

July 

9 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewrv,  Grand  Secretary... 

600  00 

Aug. 

30 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary.  .. 

285  80 

Nov. 

6 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary.... 

684  20 

20 

To  cash  from  Holly  Springs  Lodge 

14  31 

Dec. 

1901 

26 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary.... 

664  20 

Jan. 

4 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary.... 

S55  55 

41  To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary.... 
Amount  carried  forward 

61 1 70 
$ 8,76c  43 

5 
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• 

Amount  brought  forward 

$ 8,760  43 

Jan. 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary... 

852  60 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary... 

892  20 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary... 

505  80 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary... 

11  50 

To  cash  from  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary... 

102  OO 

#11,124  53 

1900 

Cr. 

[an.  11 

Bv  cash  paid  Citizens’  National  Bank 

$ 6 60 

I I 

By  cash  paid  Samuel  H.  Smith,  P.  G.  M 

9 55 

II 

By  cash  paid  Walter  E.  Moore,  P.  G.  M 

22  55 

II 

By  cash  paid  Frank  D.  Jones,  G.  S 

14  75 

II 

By  cash  paid  R.  J.  Noble,  G.  M 

68  70 

II 

By  cash  paid  Bernice  Walker 

25  00 

II 

By  cash  paid  T.  L.  Farrow,  G.  S 

9 55 

II 

By  cash  paid  J.  B.  Griggs,  G.  L 

26  00 

I I 

By  cash  paid  W.  P.  Williams,  G.  T 

17  50 

II 

By  cash  paid  B.  W.  Hatcher,  G.  L 

18  00 

12 

By  cash  paid  W.  H.  Hunt,  agent 

21  60 

12 

By  cash  paid  Charles  F.  Bahnson,  G.  L 

11  50 

12 

By  cash  paid  Jerry  Petty,  janitor 

6 00 

12 

By  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewry,  G.  S 

37  31 

13 

By  cash  paid  II.  I.  Clark,  G.  J.  W 

12  OO 

13 

By  cash  paid  S.  M.  Gattis,  Grand  Marshal 

9 60 

15 

By  cash  paid  M.  S.  Willard 

13  70 

'7 

By  cash  paid  B.  S.  Royster,  D.  G.  M 

IT  25 

17 

By  cash  paid  W.  W.  Willson,  Ass’t.  G.  S 

50  OO 

19 

By  cash  paid  R.  H.  Bradley,  Grand  Tiler 

50  75 

23 

By  cash  paid  G.  Rosenthal,  Treasurer 

2,000  OO 

23 

By  cash  paid  A.  B.  Stronach 

5 82 

23 

By  cash  paid  John  W.  Cotten,  P.  G.  M 

9 65 

27 

By  cash  paid  E.  M.  Uzzell 

4 00 

27 

By  cash  paid  Francis  D.  Winston 

44  05 

Feb.  1 

By  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewry,  G.  S.,  salary 

700  00 

I 

By  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewry,  private  secretary.... 

100  00 

6 

By  cash  paid  W.  H.  Bain,  agent. 

90  00 

15 

By  cash  paid  R.  T.  Gowan 

142  50 

20 

By  cash  paid  W.  W.  Willson,  Ass’t.  Sec.,  postage.. 

10  00 

26 

By  cash  paid  Wm.  G.  Hill  Dodge j 

50  00 

March  5 

By  cash  paid  F.  M.  Moye,  P.  G.  M 

8 75 

7 

By  cash  paid  W.  S.  Liddell,  J.  G.  W 

16  00 

12 

By  cash  paid  John  A.  Collins,  Com.  For.  Cor 

IOO  OO 

22 

By  cash  paid  Alfred  Williams  & Co 

I I IO 

24 

By  cash  paid  R.  H.  Bradley 

32  05 

April  io 

By  cash  paid  Bernice  Walker 

30  OO 

May  14 

By  cash  paid  E.  M.  Uzzell j 

15  25 

14 

By  cash  paid  Thomas  W.  Blake 

26  00 

14 

Bv  cash  paid  Crouch  & Fitzgerald 

15  60 

14 

By  cash  paid  Jaques  Busbee 

50  00 

2.3 

By  cash  paid  W.  S.  Primrose  & Co 

126  00 

Amount  carried  forward 1 

$ 4,028  68 
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Amount  brought  forward 

$ 4,028  68 

May  23  By  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewrv,  postage 

50  00 

24  By  cash  paid  William  H.  Bain,  agent 

75  00 

25  By  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewry,  postage 

20  OO 

25  By  cash  paid  G.  Rosenthal,  Treasurer 

IOO  OO 

25  By  cash  paid  G.  Rosenthal,  Treasurer 

80  00 

26  By  cash  paid  Edwards  & Broughton 

20  25 

26  By  cash  paid  Southern  Express  Co 

47  98 

June  1 

By  cash  paid  Southern  Express  Co 

18  51 

14  By  cash  paid  A.  B.  Stronach 

1 45 

11  By  cash  paid  W.  S.  Primrose  & Co.,  agents 

122  40 

22 

Bj--  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewry,  G-  S.,  postage. 

20  OO 

23 

Bj*  cash  paid  W.  S.  Liddell,  S.  G.  W 

13  50 

26 

By  cash  paid  S.  M.  Gattis,  G.  S.  D 

26  50 

26 

By  cash  paid  G.  Rosenthal,  Treasurer 

106  35 

27 

By  cash  paid  Charles  F.  Bahnson,  G.  L 

14  OO 

28 

By  cash  paid  R.  H.  Bradley,  Grand  Tiler 

13  20 

2d  Bv  cash  paid  B.  W.  Hatcher,  G.  L 

14  60 

29 

B)^  cash  paid  W.  LI.  Bain,  agent 

44  00 

30 

By  cash  paid  Thomas  Bell,  G.  C 

7 50 

30 

By  cash  paid  William  Simpson,  G.  T 

75  00 

3°l 

By  cash  paid  H.  I.  Clark,  D.  G.  M 

15  00 

July  3 

By  cash  paid  Jaques  Busbee 

25  00 

9 

By  cash  paid  News  and  Observer 

3 50 

9 

By  cash  paid  M.  L.  Winston 

55  00 

Aug.  23 

By  cash  paid  B.  S.  Royster,  G.  M 

27  OO 

Sept.  8 

By  cash  paid  Edwards  & Broughton 

24  50 

25 

By  cash  paid  N.  C.  Llome  Insurance  Co 

13  00 

28 

B)^  cash  paid  J.  C.  Drewry,  G.  S.,  postage 

20  OO 

Nov.  28 

By  cash  paid  G.  Rosenthal,  Treasurer 

14  31 

Dec.  4 

By  cash  paid  John  C.  Drewry,  postage 

IO  OO 

19 

By  cash  paid  R.  H.  Bradley,  Librarian 

25  00 

26  By  cash  paid  Win.  G.  Hill  Lodge 

50  00 

31 

I9OI 

By  cash  paid  William  Simpson,  G.  T 

75  CO 

Jan.  4 

By  cash  paid  G Rosenthal,  Treasurer 

By  balance  on  hand 

1,000  00 
4,868  30 

$11, 12a  53 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  SIMPSON, 
Grand  Treasurer. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY’S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Once  more  it  is  my  pleasure  to  report  progress  m the 
matter  of  promptness  and  accuracy  with  which  returns  from 
the  Subordinate  Lodges  are  sent  into  my  office. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  when  I was  first  honored  with 
the  position  of  Grand  Secretary,  I found  the  custom  prevail- 
ing with  many  of  the  lodges  to  wait  until  the  meeting  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  send  in  their  returns  and  remit  Grand 
Lodge  dues. 

Much  confusion  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
resulted  from  this  custom  and  caused  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Subordinate  Lodges  to  delay  their  collections,  which  fre- 
quently resulted  in  the  lodges  getting  behind  financially, 
which  necessarily  entailed  a loss  of  revenue  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  frequently  the  surrender  of  charter. 

A lodge  is  always  active  and  healthy  as  long  as  it  is  in  a 
good  financial  condition,  but  as  soon  as  it  falls  behind  in 
the  payment  of  its  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  its  members 
become  lukewarm  and  inactive,  take  but  little  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  lodge,  and  they  soon  fall  behind  in  the 
payment  of  their  individual  dues.  This  soon  brings  about 
a non-attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  lodge,  and  the 
lodge  ceases  to  be  a benefit  and  blessing  in,  the  community 
and  will  soon  cease  to  exist. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  endeavor  to  labor  kindly  and  pa- 
tiently with  the  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  to  avoid  this  con- 
dition of  affairs,  and  it  is  rarely  the  case  now  that  any  of 
the  lodges  fail  to  pay  their  annual  dues,  consequently  we 
have  had  but  few  lodges  to  become  dormant  in  recent  years. 

I shall  continue  to  exert  my  best  energies  to  get  every  lodge 
in  the  State  to  make  a full  and  complete  report  each  year 
on  or  before  the  25th  of  November,  as  required  by  the  law 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge,  believing  that  by  so  doing  I am  best 
serving  the  welfare  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  this  year  over  that  of 
any  previous  years  in  regard  to  the  promptness  with  which 
returns  have  been  sent  in  to  my  office. 

These  reports  have  been  more  complete  and  they  are  in 
better  form  than  they  have  ever  been.  The  returns  from 
276  lodges  have  been  received  in  my  office  in  good  and  cor- 
rect form  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
left  only  43  lodg'es  yet  to  report.  Most  of  these  lodges  will 
send  in  their  returns  by  their  representatives  at  this  session 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I earnestly  trust  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  every  lodge  will  send  in  its  returns  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  order  that  they  may  be 
carefully  checked  over  and  properl}-  compiled  before  the 
meeting  of  this  Grand  Body. 

NEW  LODGES. 

New  lodges  have  been  established  under  the  dispensa- 
tion of  the  Grand  Master  as  follows: 

1900. 

Jan.  19. — Luke  McGlaughan  Lodge,  at  Ahoskie,  Hert- 
ford County. 

April  17. — Unaka  Lodge,  at  Unaka,  Cherokee  County. 

May  12. — Scotland  Lodge,  at  Gibson,  Scotland  County. 

July  10. — Roberdel  Lodge,  at  Roberdel,  Richmond 
County. 

Aug.  8. — Chcrryville  Lodge,  at  Cherry ville,  Gaston 

1901.  County. 

Jan.  7. — Whetstone  Lodge,  at  Bessemer  City,  Gaston 
County. 

LODGES  REVIVED. 

The  charter  of  the  following  lodge  has  been  restored 
and  it  has  resumed  work: 

1900. 

May  16.  — Galatia  Lodge  No.  306,  at  Raeford,  Cumber- 
land County. 
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CONTINUED  UNDER  DISPENSATION. 

The  following  lodge  was  continued  under  dispensation : 
Buie’s  Creek  Lodge , at  Poes,  Harnett  County. 

CHARTER  SURRENDERED. 

The  following  lodge  has  surrendered  its  charter  aud 
ceased  to  work : 

Wake  Forest  Lodge  No.  282 , at  Wake  Forest,  Wake 
County. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  appointments  of  Grand  Representatives 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  they  have  been  com- 
missioned accordingly: 

From  this  Grand  Lodge  near  other  Grand  Lodges: 

R.  W.  John  Rowson,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  for  Michigan. 
R.  W.  P.  M Archibald  Bauer,  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick, 
for  New  Brunswick. 

From  other  Grand  Lodges  near  this  Grand  Lodge: 

R.  W.  Robert  Bingham,  Asheville,  N.  C.,  for  Michigan. 

R.  W.  Dr.  J.  G.  Hunt,  Oxford,  N.  C.,  for  New  Brunswick. 
R.  W.  S.  M.  Beasley,  Poplar  Branch,  N.  C.  for  Canada. 

LIBRARY. 

The  following  report  from  the  Grand  Librarian,  Robert 
H.  Bradley,  shows  what  has  been  done  in  that  department 
during  the  year: 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  Jan.  3,  1901. 

John  C.  Dr  aery , Esq. , Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  North  Carolina. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — I herewith  submit  my  report 
as  Librarian  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  past  Masonic  year. 

I have  had  thirty-seven  volumes  of  proceedings  of 
other  Grand  Lodges  bound  during  the  past  year  for  preser- 
vation; each  volume  contains  from  three  to  five  years’ pro- 
ceedings. 
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I have  several  years’  proceedings  bound  together  in 
order  to  save  expense  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  it  costs  no 
more  to  bind  five  copies  together  than  it  would  to  bind  each 
separately. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  I have  not  been  able  to  secure 
the  missing  proceedings  reported  short  in  my  last  report, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  will  have  to  add  Arkansas,  1898, 
Georgia,  1899,  Rhode  Island,  1899,  Washington,  1899,  New 
South  Wales,  1899,  and  Wisconsin,  1899,  as  not  having  been 
received  by  me  the  past  year. 

I have  received  the  following  books  in  addition  to  our 
regular  exchanges  for  the  library  during  the  year  1900: 

Centennial  Souvenir  and  History  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  59. 

Washington  Centennial  Souvenir,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba. 

Masonic  Code  of  Manitoba,  1899. 

Masonic  Ceremonials  of  Manitoba,  1899. 

The  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  Mount  Vernon 
Lodge  No.  4,  R.  I. 

The  History  of  Freemasonry  in  Canada,  2 vols. 

As  I have  said  once  before,  I am  waiting  patiently  and 
hoping  that  some  enthusiastic  brother  or  brethren  who  have 
Masonic,  literature  in  their  libraries  will  open  their  hearts 
and  make  a substantial  contribution  to  this  library,  which 
would  be  duly  acknowledged  and  appreciated. 

I am  sure  that  there  are  many  Masons  in  North  Caro- 
lina who  have  valuable  Masonic  works  which  would  be  of 
little  value  to  them  if  put  on  the  market,  but  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  young  brethren,  should  they  be  placed 
in  a library  where  all  could  have  access  to  them. 

I am  anxious  to  build  up  a good  library  for  the  Grand 
Lodge.  I hope  that  I will  be  able  to  report  a large  and 
substantial  addition  to  it  in  my  next  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  H.  Bradley, 

Librarian. 
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I was  directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  several  years  ago 
to  secure  portraits  of  all  Past  Grand  Masters  as  far  as  it  was 
possible  to  do  so.  During  the  past  year  I have  been  able  to 
obtain  portraits  of  Past  Grand  Master  Judge  John  Louis 
Taylor,  Grand  Master  1802-3-4  and  1814-15-16,  and  Past 
Grand  Master  Judge  John  Hall,  Grand  Master  1805-6-7. 

I have  also  secured  portrait  of  Dr.  Richard  J.  Noble, 
Grand  Master  1899. 

In  securing  portraits  of  these  Past  Grand  Masters  I was 
fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  oil  paintings  at  a cost  of 
$25  each,  whereas  we  had  been  paying  $17  each  for  crayons. 
In  securing  these  oil  paintings  we  got  a work  of  art  which 
will  last  for  all  ages  to  come  and  can  be  handed  down  to 
posterity,  and  will  be  a credit  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  The 
difference  in  cost  was  so  small  that  I felt  it  would  be  eco- 
nomical to  secure  the  paintings. 

The  correspondence  in  my  office  has  increased  so  much 
during  the  past  year  owing  to  the  deep  interest  which  I felt 
in  the  Craft,  and  my  earnest  desire  to  keep  in  constant 
touch  with  every  lodge  in  the  State,  that  I was  compelled 
during  the  year  to  furnish  my  office  with  a typewriter, 
which  action,  I hope,  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

I regret  that  it  becomes  my  duty  to  apologize  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  delay  in  getting  out  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings last  year-.  This  delay  can  not  be  attributed  to  any 
fault  in  my  office,  as  the  written  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  ready  for  the  printers  on  the  morning  after  the 
Grand  Lodge  closed  and  were  turned  over  to  them  with  the 
request  that  they  complete  them  with  as  much  haste  as 
possible. 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  are  printed  at  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum,  and  I feel  that  this  institution  can  not 
be  commended  too  highly  for  the  neatness  with  which  the 
work  is  done.  It  is  not  only  a credit  to  the  Asylum,  but  to 
any  printing  establishment  in  the  State. 
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Soon  after  the  proceedings  were  given  to  the  printer, 
the  efficient  manager  of  the  printing  office  at  Oxford  was 
taken  sick  and  the  work  was  delayed  on  that  account. 

As  soon  as  he  got  well  and  started  again  on  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  machinery  broke  down,  which  again  caused 
several  weeks  delay.  This,  with  other  unavoidable  accidents, 
caused  the  long  delay  in  getting  out  the  proceedings. 

I have  been  assured,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  foresee 
future  events,  that  this  delay  shall  not  be  repeated.  I 
always  exert  myself  to  the  full  extent  of  my  energies  and 
neglect  everything  else  in  order  to  get  out  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings' of  the  Grand  Lodg_e  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
close  of  its  meetings,  and  I have  never  yet  failed  to  have 
the  material  for  the  proceedings  completed  and  in  shape  a 
few  days  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I realize  that 
it  is  important  to  have  the  printed  proceedings  in  the  hands 
of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I hope  this  year  to  have  the 
proceedings  in  the  hands  of  th§  Subordinate  Lodges  within 
60  days  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 


REVENUE. 

Receipts  to  December  1st,  from  all  sources  $ 6,944  50 

From  lodge  dues  $6,731  00 

Bequest  Mrs.  Rebecca  Baird..  100  00 

Charter  and  dispensation  fees,  less  Grand  Secre- 
tary’s fees 102  00 

Sale  of  Codes,  certificates  and  other  items 11  50  6,944  50 

♦ _ 

Paid  to  William  Simpson,  Grand  Treasurer,  as 

per  his  receipts $ 6,944  50 

RECAPITULATION  OF  RETURNS. 

Number  of  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction 320 

Number  of  lodges  that  have  made  returns 276 

Number  of  Master  Masons  at  date  of  last  report 11,360 

Number  initiated 732 

Number  passed 651 

Number  raised 654 

Number  admitted : 237 

Number  reinstated :. - 82 

Total 12,333 
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Number  suspended 37 

Number  expelled 11 

Number  excluded 212 

Number  withdrawn  241 

Number  died.... 195 


Number  of  Master  Masons  October  31,  1900 11,637 


The  two  statements  above  show  a decided  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
plainly  manifest  that  there  has  been  progress  of  a substan- 
tial nature  in  every  branch  of  our  work.  In  1895  when  I 
was  first  elected  Grand  Secretary  the  total  receipts  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  that  time  were  $4,799.50.  The  total  receipts 
this  year  are  $6,944.50.  At  that  time  the  number  of  Master 
Masons  in  good  standing  in  North  Carolina  was  9,824.  We 
now  have  a total  membership  of  11,637. 

These  facts  are  encouraging  and  they  admonish  us  to 
take  fresh  hope  for  the  future  and  press  onward  to  greater 
achievements.  Let  us  all  endeavour  to  do  our  part  in  this 
grand  work,  remembering , the  words  of  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes,  when  he  says: 

“I  find  the  great  thing  in  this  world  is  not  so  much 
where  we  stand,  as  in  what  direction  we  are  moving'.  To 
reach  the  port  of  heaven,  we  must  sail  sometimes  with  the 
wind  and  sometimes  against  it,  but  we  must  sail,  and  not 
drift,  nor  lie  at  anchor.” 

Each  of  us  must  work  and  do  our  part  in  the  grand 
upbuilding  of  the  noble  edifice  of  Freemasonry  in  North 
Carolina. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  DREWRY, 

Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Texas,  which,  on  motion,  was  ordered  spread 
upon  the  minutes  and  the  Grand  Secretary  directed  to 
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acknowledge  receipt  of  same  and  express  by  wire  onr  sin- 
cere fraternal  greetings  : 

Houston,  Texas,  January  8,  1901. 

B.  S.  Royster,  Grand  Master,  care  Masonic  Temple,  Raleigh , 
N.  C. 

In  behalf  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  we  felicitate  your 
Grand  Body,  extend  most  cordial  and  fraternal  ereetines 
and  wish  you  a pleasant  and  profitable  session. 

N.  M.  Washer, 

John  Watson,  Grand  Master. 

Grand  Sec’y. 

Past  Grand  Master  F.  H.  Busbee  was  then  recognized 
and  stated  that  as  this  was  the  centennial  of  old  Hiram 
Lodge  No.  40  of  Raleigh,  and  as  that  lodge  had  arranged 
an  enjoyable  program  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  it  was  suggested  that  the  Grand  Lodge  be  called 
from  labor  to  refreshment  until  tomorrow  moraine  at 

o 

9:30  o’clock.  A most  delightful  and  entertaining  pro- 
gram was  announced,  which  was  much  enjoyed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Standing  Committees  w'ere  announced  as  follows  : 

Foreign  Correspondence  : 

Dr.  John  A.  Collins,  J.  F.  Griffith,  J.  G.  Snyder. 

Finance  : 

W.  S.  Primrose,  W.  T.  Harding,  W.  H.  Bain. 

Unfinished  Business: 

C.  E.  Stenerson,  J.  L.  Peed,  J.  B.  Hopkins,  E.  L.  Reniberg,  A.  G. 
Myers. 

Propositions  and  Grievances  : 

No.  1. — W.  H.  McLaurin,  W.  J.  Boykin,  E.  B.  Blackwell. 

No.  2. — J.  T.  Alderman,  U.  L.  Spence,  Eric  Norden. 
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Credentials  : 

A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  W.  W.  Parish,  C.  P.  Snuggs. 

A ppcals  : 

S.  E.  Gidney,  Ben  Posey,  J.  L.  Scott,  Jr. 

Fraternal  Dead  : 

W.  G.  King,  Dr.  L.  B.  Young,  J.  S.  Spurgeon,  Elias  Rose,  R.  W. 
Taylor. 

Returns  of  Subordinate  Lodges  : 

No.  i. — W.  E.  Sanderson,  J.  L.  Jessup,  M.  W.  White. 

No.  2. — J.  C.  Munds,  L.  M.  Bryant,  J.  B.  Clarke,  Will  X.  Coley. 
No.  3. — J.  L.  Gwaltney,  A.  PI.  Herring,  W.  P.  White,  R.  J. 
J effreys. 

Charters  and  Dispensations  : 

No.  1. — B.  W.  Hatcher,  J.  B.  Griggs,  W.  J.  Fulford. 

No.  2. — C.  F.  Bahnson,  S.  H.  Rountree,  Dudle}^  Peed. 

J urisprudcnce  : 

F.  H.  Busbee,  J.  C.  Biggs,  W.  B.  McCoy,  J.  H.  Fleming,  W.  T. 
Caho,  E.  F.  Lamb,  P.  M.  Pearsall,  Thomas  S.  Kenan,  H.  C.  Cowan. 

Orphan  Asylum: 

Samuel  PI.  Smith,  J.  L.  Currin,  S.  L.  Parks,  C.  W.  Morgan,  F.  D. 
Jones,  F.  M.  Moye,  T.  R.  Christman,  H.  B.  Varner,  Wiley  Rush, 
James  D.  Glenn. 

Special  Committee  on  Charity : 

John  Nichols,  John  W.  Thompson,  G.  N.  Walters. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  tomorrow  morning  at  9:30  o’clock. 
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Seconfc  ^jsss  dbornlng  Session. 

Wednesday,  January  9,  1901. 
,'9KHE  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
%aW  labor  at  9:30  o’clock,  a.  m.,  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  B.  S.  Royster  presiding. 

The  proceedings  of  last  evening’s  session  were  read 
and  approved. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  OXFORD  ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

Bro.  G.  Rosenthal,  for  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Orphan  Asylum,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Orphan  Asylum  : 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your 
Grand  Body  that  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum,  the  exponent 
of  the  principles  of  Masonry  in  North  Carolina,  has,  at  the 
close  of  the  century,  reached  a state  of  efficiency  never  be- 
fore attained  in  its  history.  Impelled  by  the  very  law  of 
its  being  to  preserve  its  place  and  power,  the  institution  has 
steadily  grown  in  merit  until  today  there  are  few  superior 
institutions  of  the  kind  in  our  country.  Every  Mason 
should  feel  a pride  in  the  work  they  are  doing  for  the  de- 
pendent children  of  their  State,  in  that  they  own  an  institu- 
tion which  is  caring  for  over  two  hundred  lives,  preparing 
them  for  life’s  work,  strengthening  their  minds  and  bodies, 

building  them  up  in  all  that  is  noble  and  great  and  g-0od 

feeding  those  who  were  unfed,  comforting  those  who  were 
uncomforted,  teaching  those  who  were  untaught.  Encour- 
aged by  what  has  already  been  done,  we  trust  that  your 
Grand  Body  will  be  the  more  determined  to  make  the  in- 
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stitution  model  in  every  respect.  That  the  institution  owes 
no  one,  being  entirely  out  of  debt,  is  cause  for  congratula- 
tion, especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  your  property  has 
increased  in  value  more  than  $50,000  during  the  past  eight 
years. 

There  is  more  important  work  to  be  done,  that  of  a more 
complete  execution  of  the  practical  plans'  already  begun  in 
regard  to  the  industrial  training  of  the  children  at  the  Asy- 
lum. The  Superintendent’s  annual  report  gives  an  idea  of 
the  work  already  being  done  along  this  line.  The  boys  and 
girls  are  taught  to  work,  but  better  equipment  is  necessary 
if  they  are  to  be  taught  as  they  should  be.  No  one  can  do 
good  work  with  poor  tools,  so  no  institution  can  accomplish 
its  best  results  with  poor  equipment.  Practically  all  the 
l’ovs  and  girls  will  have  to  earn  their  living  when  they 
leave  the  Asylum.  The  fact  that  they  are  orphans  counts 
for  little  if  they  do  not  know  how  to  do  something,  how  to 
do  some  one  thing  well.  The  business  of  the  country  is  not 
conducted  on  sentiment,  but  a person  must  possess  an  earn- 
ing power  if  he  is  to  secure  employment.  A boy  or  girl 
with  a common-school  education  and  trained  in  some  me- 
chanical or  domestic  art  can  always  secure  work,  and  gen- 
erally at  good  pay,  but  the  boys  or  girls  who  do  not  know 
these  things  too  frequently  go  to  ruin,  become  tramps,  va- 
grants, anti-social  or  extra-social  beings.  Idleness  means 
licentiousness;  inefficiency  excludes  from  employment,  pro- 
duces poverty  or  crime.  You  are  fortunate  in  owning  a farm, 
which  is  cultivated  in  a great  measure  by  the  boys  at  the 
Asylum;  and  on  which  they  may  gain  that  superior  in- 
tellect and  sterling  character  which  so  frequently  results 
from  following  plough  handles.  Aside  from  the  better 
training  of  the  children  at  the  Asylum,  it  will  reduce  the 
operative  expenses  to  have  all  the  industrial  work  done 
near  together  and  in  buildings  constructed  for  the  purpose, 
instead  of  having  them  as  now  in  widely  separated,  poorly 
equipped  and  constructed  buildings.  We  beg  that  your  Grand 
Body  adopt  measures  which  will  secure  the  money  neces- 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


47 


sary  to  accomplish  this  needed  improvement.  Under  the 
agreement  between  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Mr.  B.  N.  Duke 
to  contribute  $7,500  to  the  Building  Fund  against  a like 
amount  given  by  him,  there  remains  $2,364.65  of  your  part 
yet  to  be  subscribed  and  there  is  still  $1,577-39  Unpaid  of 
the  amount  which  you  have  already  subscribed,  making  a 
total  of  $3,942.04  yet  to  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It 
would  be  gratifying  could  this  obligation  be  paid  in  full 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Another  urgent  need  of  the  Asylum  is  an  electric-light 
plant.  It  is  unsafe,  dangerous  and  running  too  great  a risk 
of  losing  life  and  destroying  your  property  to  use  lamps 
burning  kerosene  oil  in  buildings  where  so  large  a number 
of  children  live. 

The  circulation  and  influence  of  The  Orphans  Friend  and 
Masonic  Journal  can  be  greatly  increased  with  your  hearty 
co-operation.  It  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Masonic  Order 
in  North  Carolina  and  its  Masonic  Department  is  ably  edited 
by  Past  Grand  Master  John  Nichols.  A wider  circulation 
would  be  helpful  to  Masonry  and  to  the  great  work  of  caring 
for  orphan  children. 

We  are  pleased  that  a large  number  of  persons  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State  have  visited  the  institution  during 
the  year  and  we  would  be  especially  glad  if  every  Mason 
could  go  through  its  various  departments,  note  the  system 
and  method  with  which  the  work  is  conducted,  enquire  into 
the  detail  of  school  work,  the  industrial  training,  the  efforts 
at  moral  and  religious  instruction,  see,  as  far  as  possible,  how 
the  children  are  cared  for  and  trained.  While  we  note  with 
pleasure  that  the  voluntary  contributions  by  the  lodges 
have  about  doubled  during  the  past  three  years,  we  regret 
that  there  are  still  a number  of  lodges  who  do  not  contrib- 
ute, and  we  hope  for  a great  improvement  along  this  line 
during  the  present  year.  We  herewith  submit  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superintendent  and,  that  there 
may  be  no  backward  move  in  the  work  you  are  doing,  we 
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respectfully  ask  for  a continuation  of  the  present  appropria- 
tion for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year. 

B.  S.  Royster,  W.  G.  M. 

Chairman  ex-officio. 
J.  M.  CuRRIN, 

T.  A.  Green, 

B.  N.  Duke, 

G.  Rosenthal, 

J.  N.  Ramsay, 

C.  W.  Toms, 

Directors  present. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  OXFORD 
ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

Bro.  G.  Rosenthal,  Treasurer  of  the  Oxford  Orphan 
Asylum,  submitted  his  report,  which  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Orphan  Asylum. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum: 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  as  Treasurer  of  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum  for  the  twelve  months  ending  the  30th 


of  November,  1900. 

receipts  of  general  fund. 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1899.  $ 2,929  69 

Balance  Grand  Lodge  appropriation  for  1899 500  00 

On  account  Grand  Lodge  appropriation  for  1900,  2,000  00 

Appropriation  State  of  North  Carolina 10,000  00 

Collection  taken  up  in  Grand  Lodge  58  95 

Lodges 2,035  50 

Individuals 784  70 

Churches,  Sunday  Schools,  etc 830  86 

Proceeds  of  concerts  of  singing  class 3,299  27 

Rent  of  Minneapolis  property  — — 799  50 

Wm.  Campbell  legacy- 25  00 

Miss  Baird  legacy 100  00 

Interest  of  B.  F.  Moore  legacy — 80  00 

For  support  of  Mary  Francis 39  4° 

Oak  Alliance  through  M.  O.  Edge 8 00 


Amount  carried  forward 


$23,490  87 
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Amount  brought  forward 

Sale  of  brick 

Building  Fund  (transferred  in  error) 

Orphans'  Friend , subscriptions 

“ “ job  work 

“ “ advertisements  . - 

Total  from  printing  office 

Received  from  sundries 

Sash,  Door  and  Blind  Factory 

Shoe  Shop _ 


123,490  87 

662  34 

III  OO 

1333  83 
480  63 
318  45 

2,132  91 

. . 282  68 

3,710  10 
406  82 


Total |30,796  72 

Disbursements 2,7837  41 


Balance  on  hand  November  30,  1900 $ 2,959  31 

An  itemized  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  is 
attached  and  I refer  to  it  for  particulars.  The  sum  of 
$662.34  was  received  from  the  sale  of  brick  and  credited 
to  the  General  Fund,  but  transferred  to  the  Building  Fund, 
where  it  properly  belong-s,  on  the  27th  of  November. 

RECEIPTS  OF  BUILDING  FUND. 


Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1899 $ 60  40 

From  all  sources  (see  statement) 1,687  83 

Total , 1,748  23 

Disbursements  as  per  statement 726  26 

Balance  on  hand  November  30,  1900 $ 1,021  97 


I stated  in  my  report  one  year  ago  that  the  unpaid  sub- 
scriptions to  this  fund  amounted  to  $2,001.95,  which  sum 
has  been  reduced  by  payments  and  otherwise  of  $424. 5 6,  leav- 
ing unpaid  at  this  date  $1,577.39.  The  debts  due  the  Bank 
of  Granville,  aggregating  $4,300.00,  have  been  paid  and  it 
affords  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  Asylum  is  free 
from  debt  and  owes  no  one  a single  dollar,  with  the  exception 
of  salaries  and  supplies  for  the  current  month.  The  money 
to  meet  every  claim  on  presentation  is  on  deposit  in  the  Bank 
of  Granville  at  Oxford. 

The  total  amount  of  rent  received  from  the  Minneapolis 
property  in  $799.50,  but  $636.22  of  this  has  been  due  for  the 
year  1898  and  1899  and  only  $163.28  has  been  received  on 
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account  of  this  year.  There  is  money  due  now,  but  I am 
unable  to  tell  how  much  and  it  is  for  you  to  decide  whether 
or  not  you  will  leave  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
agent.  He  is  a lawyer  and  has  so  much  other  business  to 
attend  to  that  he  does  not  seem  to  give  proper  attention  to 
our  affairs. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  receive  some  time  ago  through 
the  courtesy  of  my  friend,  Dr.  R.  H.  Lewis,  Secretary  of  the 
vState  Board  of  Health,  a copy  of  the  report  of  Col.  A.  W. 
Shaffer,  Sanitary  Engineer  of  said  Board,  on  the  Asylum, 
with  permission  to  use  it  in  connection  with  my  report.  It 
is  hereto  attached  and  I have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  as 
gratifying  to  you  as  it  is  to  me. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  Grand  Master  and 
each  member  of  the  Board  for  the  uniform  kindness  received 
at  their  hands  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  future  of  our 
institution  will  be  as  bright  as  its  past  has  been. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

G.  Rosenthal, 

Treasurer. 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  October  25,  1900. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Lewis,  Secretary,  etc. 

Dear  Sir: — I passed  through  Oxford  on  my  tour  of  inspection  and 
sampling  of  municipal  waters,  September  20th,  and  took  that  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a general  inspection  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  at  that  place, 
which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  I think  it  proper 
to  make  a separate  report  thereon,  as  follows: 

Reaching  the  Asylum  early  in  the  morning  I found  Miss  Bemis,  Lady 
Principal,  in  charge,  Col.  W.  J.  Hicks,  Superintendent,  being  absent  in 
town.  He  came  in  a few  moments  thereafter,  and  with  these  two  and 
plenty  of  time  on  my  hands  we  visited  the  study  and  recitation  rooms, 
the  chapel,  sleeping  rooms  and  closets,  printing  office  and  paper  store- 
rooms, dining  rooms  and  kitchen,  clothing  manufactory  and  clothing 
store-rooms,  some  of  the  outside  dormitories,  the  hospital,  the  garden, 
farm  and  campus,  pumping  station  and  water  tank  and  about  210  pupils: 
in  fact  about  everything  on  the  grounds  except  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment,which  is  located  out  on  the  borders  of  the  town  like  a pest-house, 
and  train  time  was  at  hand. 

Critically  speaking,  I found  the  official  residence  of  the  Superintendent 
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away  down  the  hill,  nearly  out  of  sight  and  entirely  beyond  hearing 
of  the  campus  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hospital,  where  neither  ought 
to  be;  the  printing  office  and  paper  store-room  in  the  administration 
building,  where  they  ought  not  to  be;  the  water  tank  leaking  badly  in 
the  teeth  of  a water  famine,  and  the  ground  beneath  the  great  oaks 
of  the  campus  swept  and  garnished,  while  the  trees  were  famishing  for 
leaf-mulch  moisture  and  food. 

Truthfully  and  justly  speaking,  I found  the  buildings  and  grounds 
absolutely  free  from  that  bane  of  public  institutions — visible  vermin 
and  filth;  the  neatest  dressed,  cleanest  and  most  orderly  children,  and 
the  best  kept  and  cleanest  rooms,  furniture,  beds,  clothing,  food,  kitch- 
en, closets,  store-rooms,  grounds  and  buildings  I have  encountered, 
officially  or  otherwise, in  a public  institution  of  this  character  anywhere. 
I did  not  tarry  to  determine  whose  was  the  master  hand,  or  whether 
two  were  joined  in  “The  Master’s  Grip”,  to  so  conduct  and  manage  this 
loving  duty  to  the  memory  of  those  who  fell  in  “battle’s  magnificently 
stern  array,”  but  I did  learn  that  it  is  an  institution  of  which  the  noble 
Order  that  originated  and  maintains  it,  the  people  of  the  State,  who, 
through  their  Legislature  contribute  to  it,  and  the  children  and  the 
friends  of  the  children  who  are  its  beneficiaries,  may  well  be  proud  . 

I am  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  A.  W.  Shaffer, 

Sanitary  Engineer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Bro.  T.  A.  Green,  for  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Oxford  Orphan  Asylum,  submitted  his  report,  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Orphan  Asylum. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum. 

Gentlemen: — It  is  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  report  upon 
the  operations  of  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum  from  Decem- 
ber 1,  1899,  to  December  1,  1900,  and  I shall  follow  the 
custom  of  taking  up  the  work  of  each  department  separate- 
ly, since  I believe  by  this  method  a clearer  idea  of  the  year’s 
work  can  be  conveyed. 

First,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  each  child 
receives  instruction  in  school  half  of  each  day  and  performs 
duty  in  the  industrial  departments  of  the  institution  during 
the  other  half  day.  Recreation  periods  are  arranged  so 
that  school  and  general  work  does  not  become  burdensome. 

KITCHEN,  SEWING  ROOM  AND  LAUNDRY. 

The  kitchen  duties  are  performed  by  four  of  the  larger  girls, 
under  the  supervision  and  training  and  with  the  help  of  the 
matron,  who  is  admirably  fitted  for  her  heavy  and  respon- 
sible duties.  The  kitchen  always  has  a clean,  tidy  appear- 
ance and  the  food  is  well  cooked,  wholesome  and  abundant. 
Twenty-nine  smaller  girls  are  employed  in  the  dining  rooms, 
serving  meals,  waiting  on  the  tables  and  doing  the  necessary 
work  to  keep  their  department  neat  and  clean.  The  clean- 
liness, system  and  order  in  kitchen  and  dining  rooms  de- 
serves more  than  passing  mention.  Strictest  care  is  exer- 
cised in  this  and  every  other  department  to  reduce  waste  to 
a minimum. 

The  Masonic  Hall  over  the  dining  rooms  is  still  being 
used  as  a sewing  room.  Under  the  supervision  of  a compe- 
tent matron  and  her  assistant,  twenty-three  of  the  larger 
girls  are  engaged  half  of  each  day,  some  in  the  morn- 
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ing  and  others  in  the  afternoon,  in  making"  the  clothing 
for  the  boys  and  girls  and  in  keeping  it  in  repair.  The 
sewing  room  is  doing  good  work  and  the  girls  are  receiving- 
instruction  and  training  which  ought  to  be  valuable  in 
future  life.  The  garments  are  carefully  marked  before 
being  sent  out.  An  accurate  record  is  kept  in  the  office  of 
the  clothing  and  each  teacher  keeps  a record  for  the 
children  under  her  care.  The  teachers  are  charged 
with  the  duty  of  reporting  the  clothing  needs  of  their 
children  and  they  perform  conscientiously  their  duty. 
The  garments  from  the  laundry  pass  through  the  sew- 
ing room  every  week,  are  checked  by  the  proper  list, 
receive  repairs  needed  and  are  sent  to  the  several  cottages 
to  be  again  checked  by  the  lists  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers. 
This  department  has  been  rather  heavily  taxed  this  year, 
as  new  winter  and  summer  Sunday  uniforms  for  the  girls 
have  been  made. 

Ten  girls  do  the  immense  amount  of  laundry  work  for  the 
institution.  The  character  of  their  work  has  greatly  im- 
proved during  the  year,  for  which  the  matron  and  girls 
deserve  great  credit.  The  matron  was  formerly  an  Asylum 
girl. 

SHOE  SHOP. 

Five  boys,  with  the  instruction  and  assistance  received 
from  the  efficient  manager  of  this  department,  make  and 
repair  the  shoes  for  children  at  the  institution.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  considei'able  custom  work  is  done  and  the 
increase  in  receipts  from  this  source  during  the  year  is 
encouraging.  The  financial  statement  of  the  shoe  shop, 
given  later,  shows  that  it  has  been  conducted  this  year 
at  a profit  to  the  institution  of  $302.44. 


FARM. 

About  twenty  boys  are  engaged  in  this  healthful,  important 
and  commendable  work  on  the  farm.  They  are  receiving 
excellent  training.  Considering  the  unfavorable  season. 
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the  results  from  this  department  have  been  very  satisfac- 
tory. Enough  rough  food  for  the  stock  this  winter  has 
been  produced.  The  garden  has  usually  furnished  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  vegetables  for  our  tables.  The  herd  of  cat- 
tle is  in  good  condition  and  the  supply  of  milk  and  butter 
has  been  unusually  large. 

With  the  change  now  contemplated  of  turning-  the  rocky, 
hilly  portion  of  the  farm  into  grass  and  only  cultivating- 
the  smooth,  clean  lands,  which  can  be  worked  largely  by 
the  boys,  we  hope  for  much  better  results  from  the  farm 
than  heretofore. 

PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Seven  boys  are  now  learning  this  excellent  trade.  They, 
with  the  instruction,  supervision  and  assistance  of  the  com- 
petent foreman,  set  all  the  type  in  the  course  of  the  ordi- 
nary work.  The  Orphans'  Friend  and  Masonic  Journal  is 
printed  each  week  and  a large  amount  of  job  work  is  done. 
Boys  from  this  department  always  find  ready  and  remuner- 
ative employment.  Two  of  our  printers  have  recently 
reached  the  age  of  discharge  from  the  Asylum  and  good 
positions  were  secured  for  them.  The  usual  statement 
below  shows  the  year’s  profit  to  be  $1,327.58. 

We  can  not  urge  too  strongly  the  great,  importance  of 
hearty  co-operation  from  brethren  and  friends  in  our  efforts  to 
extend' the  circulation  and  influence  of  The  Orphans'  Friend 
and  Masonic  Journal.  It  merits  a much  wider  circulation. 
Its  Masonic  Department  is  ably  edited  by  Bro.  John  Nichols, 
Past  Grand  Master,  and  it  is  the  official  organ  of  our  Order 
in  North  Carolina.  We  endeavor  to  fill  its  columns  for  the 
general  reader  with  pure,  entertaining,  helpful  matter.  It 
is  published  in  the  interest  of  Masonry  and  of  our  work 
for  destitute,  orphan  children.  Can  we  not  during  the 
coming  year  increase  its  subscription  list  from  the  three 
thousand  which  we  now  have  to  ten  thousand  names? 

WOOD-WORKING  SHOPS. 

The  manager  of  this  department  has  eleven  boys  in  his 
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charge  and  he  is  painstaking  and  faithful  in  his  efforts  to 
teach  them  a valuable  trade.  Two  boys  have  g'one 
from  the  shops  this  year  and  both  have  good  positions. 
They  are  doing  their  work  and  conducting  themselves  well. 
We  give  later  a detailed  statement,  showing  financial  results 
from  this  department.  When  we  read  this  statement  and 
remember  that  eleven  bright  boys  are  progressing  nicely 
in  acquiring  a good  trade,  we  will  recognize  that  this  stands 
among  our  most  important  industrial  “features. 

Near  our  shops  the  Oxford  Furniture  Factory  has  recently 
begun  operations  under  the  management  of  men  of  high 
character.  Eight  boys  from  the  Asylum  work  half  of  each 
day  in  this  factory,  spending  the  other  half  day  in  school. 
We  are  pleased  with  this  arrangement,  as  it  enables  more 
of  our  children  to  leave  us  better  fitted  to  sustain  themselves 
by  their  skilled  labor.  Some  revenue  is  also  brought  to  our 
institution  from  the  employment  of  these  boys. 

SCHOOL. 

The  progress  of  the  children  in  school  work  has  been 
marked  and  very  encouraging.  As  before  stated,  each 
child  attends  school  at  least  a half  day  and  about  sixty  of 
the  smaller  children  have  advantage  of  both  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions.  Faculty  meetings  are  held  once  a week, 
when  matters  pertaining  to  this  department  are  thoroughly 
discussed.  The  work  is  well  organized.  It  has  been  found 
practicable  to  add  another  grade  this  fall  and  we  now  have 
eight  grades.  As  I see  it,  the  purpose  of  our  school  is  to 
give  the  destitute,  orphan  children  in  the  institution  an 
English  education,  which  is  so  essential  in  their  efforts  to 
earn  a livelihood  and  which  should  add  so  much  to  their  best 
success  and  greatest  usefulness.  We  do  not  go  beyond  a 
common-school  education,  but  a number  of  our  ambitious, 
capable,  deserving  girls  are  obtaining  a higher  education  in 
North  Carolina  Colleges.  This  is  made  possible  partly  bv 
their  own  labor  in  the  institutions  they  attend  and  partly 
through  the  assistance  of  friends. 
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Eight  teachers  are  employed  in  the  Asylum  and,  with  the 
counsel,  direction  and  help  of  the  efficient  Lady  Supervisor, 
they  have  done  most  excellent  work. 

Manual  training  is  a valuable  feature  of  our  school  course. 
It  is  important  that  the  hand  and  the  eye  of  the  child  be 
trained  to  become  obedient,  accurate  and  skillful  servants  of 
the  mind.  The  bi-monthly  school  reports,  showing  stand- 
ing of  each  pupil  in  scholarship,  deportment  and  attendance, 
are  a great  stimulus  to  good  work. 

Usual  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  under  the 
several  accounts  of  the  institution,  from  December  i,  1899, 
to  December  1,  1900,  is  here  submitted: 

♦> 

CLOTHING  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  of  clothing,  sewing-room  supplies 

and  extra  labor $ 1,018  09 

Salaries  of  matrons 396  35 

$ i,4i4  44 

Less  clothing  sold 23  28 

$ I,39I  16 

(Value  of  donations  in  kind  $803  43). 

PROVISION  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  of  provisions  and  kitchen  supplies 


purchased $ 3,054  55 

Salaries  of  matron  and  baker 503  37 

$ 3,557  9'A 

Less  provisions  sold,  board,  etc 58  81 


(Value  of  donations  in  kind  $332  05). 

1 3,499  11 


FARM  ACCOUNT. 


Cost  of  labor,  seed,  fertilizer,  etc $ 1,566  66 

Salary  of  manager 425  00 

$ I>991  66 

Less  products  sold 40  22 


(Value  of  donations  in  kind  $169  45). 
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Amount  carried  forward. 


$ 6,841  71 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


Amount  brought  forward 

SHOE  SHOP  ACCOUNT. 


$ 


Cost  material,  new  machines,  etc $ 609  10 

Salary  of  manager 283  50 

$ 892  60 

Less  cash  for  work 406  82 

$ 

(Value  donations  in' kind  $76  65). 


GENERAL  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  supplies,  postage,  telephone,  etc $ 670  61 

Salaries  as  shown  below 1,536  43 

$ 2,207  °4 

Less  sale  sundry  articles  and  labor 
8 boys  at  Furniture  Factory  since 

October,  1900 46  55 

I 

Salary  Superintendent $ 100  00 

One-half  salarj^  Lady  Supervisor  448  24 

Salary  clerk  and  storekeeper 855  00 

Baker  for  extra  work 78  59 

Proportion  salary  engineer  at 

industrial  building 54  60 

$ L536  43 

(Value  donations  in  kind  $109  65). 

LAUNDRY  ACCOUNT. 


Cost  supplies $ 67  49 

Salary  matron  and  '/  salary  engineer 213  58 


HOSPITAL  ACCOUNT. 


Cost  medicine,  doctors’  bills,  etc $ 263  03 

Salary  matron 192  50 


(Value  donations  in  kind  $51  00). 

WOOD  AND  COAL  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  wood  and  coal $ 943  70 

% salary  engineer 78  57 

$ 1,022  27 

Less  rebate  freight  on  coal 19  00 


57 


6,841  71 


485  78 


2,160  49 


281  07 


455  53 


1,003  27 


Cost  maintaining  average  of  212  children 

8 


$ 11,227  85 
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Amount  brought  forward 


$11,227  85 


SCHOOL,  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  material,  books,  etc $ 186  20 

Salaries  of  teachers  and  ]/z  salary  Eadv 

Supervisor 2.365  83 

$ 2,552  03 

Less  old  books  sold 9 00 

2,543  03 

(Value  donations  in  kind  $9  25). 

Cost  maintenance  and  education $ 13,770  88 


MACHINE  SHOP  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  of  material,  etc $ 2,515  44 

Salary  manager 900  00 

Extra  labor 871  56 

$ 

Less  cash  received  for  work 


4,287  00 
3710  10 


PRINTING  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  of  material,  postage,  extra  labor, 

gasoline,  etc $ 1,870  56 

Salaries  manager  and  editor 1,165  00 

$ 3,035  56 

Less  cash  received 2,153  21 

$ 

(Accounts  receivable  $1,829  65). 


REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENT  ACCOUNT. 


Cost  sundry  repairs  and  permanent  im- 
provements, including  shop  bill $ 990  84 

Less  sale  old  brick,  pipe,  etc 7 65 

$ 

(Repairs  and  improvements  to  value  of 
$203  25  paid  by  friends) . 


576  90 


8S2  35 


983  19 


The  per  capita  cost  of  maintaining  each  child  during  the  past  year 
has  been  $52.96.  As  will  be  noted,  the  receipts  from  the  singing  class 
have  more  than  covered  the  amount  charged  to  school  account  this  year. 
Without  the  customary  deduction  of  these  receipts  from  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  education,  per  capita  expense  was  $64.96  over  and  above 
the  earnings  of  the  institution. 


I submit  usual  printing'  office,  wood-working  shops  and 
shoe  shop  statements : 
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PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Cr. 

Cash  from  subscriptions  Orphans'  Friend  and  Ala- 

sonic  Journal | 1,333  s3 

Cash  from  advertisements  Orphans'  Friend  and 

Masonic  Journal 318  45 

Cash  from  job  work,  including  sale  of  albums 480  63 

(Note  accounts  receivable  for  job  work  $1,381.88). 

Cash  from  sale  of  stationery 20  30 

Received  in  trade  for  advertisements 72  50 

Work  for  Asylum 219  23 

Accounts  receivable  (jobs  $1,381.88,  ads.  $447.77)....  1,829  65 

Paper  and  stock  on  hand 244  77 

New  outfit  type  purchased  during  year,  on  hand....  200  00 

$ 4,719  36 

Dr. 

Material  on  hand  December  1,  1899 $ 282  45 

Expended  for  paper,  material,  stationery,  fr’t.,  etc..  1,542  44 

Salaries  1,165  00 

Extra  labor..... 182  30 

Postage  101  68 

Gasoline 44  14 

Oil  from  wood-working  shops 1 57 

Accounts  payable 72  20 

$ 3.391  78 

Profit $ 1,327  58 

WOOD-WORKING  shops. 

Cr. 

Cash  received  for  work $ 3,710  10 

Asylum  work 549  96 

Accounts  receivable 2,134  05 

Material  on  hand 1,178  94 

1 7,573  05 

Dr. 

Material  on  hand  last  report $ 953  04 

Expended  for  wood,  lumber,  etc 2,515  44 

Salary  manager 900  00 

Extra  labor 871  56 

Accounts  payable 239  00 

$ 5-479  °4 

Profit  $ 2,093  91 
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SHOE  SHOP. 


Cr. 

Cash  received  for  work | 

231  pairs  shoes  and  slippers,  $110 

Repairing  for  Asylum 

Accounts  receivable 

Material  on  hand 

53  pairs  shoes  purchased  and  donated,  on  hand 

1 shoe  machine  purchased  during  the  j'ear,  on  hand 


Dr. 


Material  on  hand  last  report 

Cost  of  material,  etc.,  this  year.. 

Salary  manager 

Accounts  payable 

Work  machine  shop 

Profit 


during  the  year : 

In  our  institution  December  1,  1899  . 

Received  during  the  year 

Readmitted 


406  82 
254  10 
422  20 
86  35 

77  19 
37  10 
37  50 

■$  D321  26 

78  30 
609  10 
283  50 

47  57 
35 


Discharged  during  the  year.. 


In  Asylum  December  1,  1900 

6 girls  and  12  boys  went  to  mothers 
22  girls  and  14  boys  went  to  approved  homes.. 


— 

1,018  82 

$ 

302  44 

ceived 

and  dismissed 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Total. 

107 

104 

2 1 1 

3i 

32 

63 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

141 

139 

280 

30 

35 

65 

III 

104 

215 

. l8 

36 

1 girl  and  8 boys  secured  employment  on  salary 9 

1 boy  ran  away ! 

1 girl  died 1 

65 


Total.. 


The  principal  permanent  improvements  of  the  year  have 
been  the  erection  of  a badly  needed,  brick  smoke  house, 
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located  at  a convenient  point  near  the  kitchen.  The  water 
from  several  additional  springs  has  been  conducted  to  a 
new  spring  house  which  we  have  built.,  and  our  water  sup- 
ply has  been  more  than  doubled.  Lattice  work  has  been 
placed  underneath  the  porches  of  the  four  boys’  cottages. 
This  adds  to  the  appearance  of  the  cottages  and  gives  a con- 
venient, dry,  safe  place  for  the  storage  of  wood.  Perma- 
nent improvements  for  the  year  have  cost  about  $540.00. 

Seventy-six  children  spent  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
gust with  relatives  or  friends.  We  consider  this  a wise 
measure.  It  affords  pleasure  to  the  children  who  go  and  to 
their  friends  and,  we  believe,  is  of  real  benefit  to  them  and 
to  our  institution.  The  boys  and  girls  go  out  into  various 
sections  of  the  State  and  the  majority  of  them  by  their  re- 
ports, their  appearance  and  conduct,  arouse  greater  interest 
in  their  home  here.  Then  too,  it  is  a saving  to  our  institu- 
tion. Four  cottages  are  closed  during  these  two  months. 
The  children  do  not  enter  homes,  even  for  the  summer,  un- 
less we  are  satisfied  that  they  will  be  properly  cared  for. 
We  strive  to  render  the  time  of  the  children  who  remain  at 
the  Asylum  as  pleasant  and  improving  as  possible,  and  sel- 
dom see  signs  of  discontent  among  them. 

Liberal  donations  in  kind  have  again,  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  materially  aided  us  in  curtailing  expenses. 
The  value  of  these  donations  is  $1,754.73. 

The  singing-class  tours  this  year  were  successful  in  everv 
respect.  The  receipts  from  this  source  were  $3,299.27. 
Deducting  $380. 25,  expenses  paid  from  the  Asylum  office 
and  the  printing-office  bill,  we  have  a net  profit  from  the  tours 
of  $2,919.02.  Masons  and  friends  extended  cordial  invita- 
tions to  the  children,  received  and  entertained  the  class 
with  the  greatest  hospitality  and  kindness,  and  worked 
for  the  success  of  the  concerts. 

As  you  will  see  from  our  Treasurer’s  report,  voluntary 
contributions  from  Masonic  Lodges  and  friends  in  general 
have  been  very  liberal.  Some  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges 
have  made  it  a rule  to  give  systematically  and  rearularlv. 
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We  recommend  this  course.  It  will  prove  less  burdensome 
to  the  lodges  and  a blessing'  to  our  institution. 

Every  friend  of  the  orphan  child  has  cause  for  congratu- 
lation and  great  gratitude  to  God  that,  with  His  favor  and 
blessing,  our  institution  has  paid  off  its  old  indebtedness. 
It  now  stands  as  a monument  to  our  noble  Order,,  free  from 
any  incumbrance  whatsoever. 

There  are  other  much  needed  permanent  improvements, 
which  have  been  delayed  in  our  great  anxiety  to  economize 
in  every  way  possible  and  use  every  available  dollar  to  dis- 
charge the  old  debt  of  the  institution.  Now,  that  having 
been  accomplished,  it  would  seem  wise  to  give  some  serious 
thought  to  other  pressing  needs  of  the  institution,,  which 
are : A general  wood-working  and  sash,  door  and  blind 

factory,  54x120,  one  story,  with  basement  under  one  portion 
for  painting,  glazing,  etc.,  and  for  general  stock.  (The  lo- 
cation would  be  favorable  for  such  construction.)  Printing 
office  32x54  feet  and  two  stories  high,  1st  floor  for  printing 
office  and  2nd  floor  for  stockroom  and  shoe  shop.  Laundry 
32x54  feet  and  two  stories  high,  1st  floor  for  laundry  and 
2nd  floor  for  drying  room  for  laundry  and  sewing  room  for 
mending  all  clothing.  Boiler  house  and  wood  saw,  etc., 
32x64  feet,  one  story,  in  which  would  be  located  the  boilers, 
wood  saw,  splitters,  etc.  We  believe  it  would  be  wise  to 
erect  these  buildings  as  early  as  possible  at  a convenient 
point  on  the  Asylum  grounds,  and  in  the  most  convenient 
shape  for  economical  and  satisfactory  management.  This 
would  save  much  time  now  consumed  in  the  long  walks  to 
the  present  locations  and  obviate  many  other  grave  objec- 
tions to  the  present  arrangement.  By  this  arrangement  the 
power  now  available  for  the  wood- working  shops  only  could 
be  utilized  for  laundry,  wood  saw  and  printing  office ; the 
industrial  departments  would  be  under  better  supervision ; 
the  children  would  receive  more  thorough  training ; several 
other  important  changes  would  be  made  possible,  which 
would  save  money  and  labor  and  give  very  much  more  sat- 
isfactory results.  The  land  where  the  wood-working  shops 
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are  now  located  in  town  might  be  sold  to  best  advantage. 

I feel  that  it  is  safe  to  state  that  by  a careful  use  of  all 
the  materials  in  the  old  boys’  building  and  in  the  present 
shop,  this  entire  work  might  be  done,  including  needed 
machinery  for  shop  and  laundry,  for  about  eight  thousand 
dollars  ($8,000.00).  I think  it  would  be  very  wise  that  this 
should  be  done  at  once,  provided  special  funds  can  be  se- 
cured for  that  purpose  without  risk  of  getting  the  institu- 
tion in  debt  again. 

In  the  expenditure  of  money  for  the  institution,  as  in 
every  other  act,  may  we  seek  wisdom  from  the  great  source 
of  all  wisdom. 

We  feel  the  improvements  and  chang'es  above  suggested 
would  put  the  institution  in  better  shape  for  a more  thorough 
industrial  training  of  the  children  than  ever  before.  We 
regard  it  as  one  of  our  most  imperative  duties  to  teach  the 
children,  both  boys  and  girls,  to  work,  not  at  play-house 
work,  but  hard,  honest  labor.  We  want  to  lead  them  to 
love  work.  Some  of  them  do  not  seem  to  regard  work  with 
special  favor  on  first  acquaintance,  but  think  very  much 
more  of  it  as  they  begin  to  understand  and  realize  its  bene- 
fits. Many  grow  up  to  be  industrious,  good,  reliable  work- 
ers. Children  well  trained  from  their  youth  to  work  indus- 
triously, systematically  and  faithfully  at  any  branch  of 
honest  labor,  mechanical  or  otherwise,  will  always  find  readv 
employment  at  remunerative  pay.  There  is  always  a good 
demand  for  capable,  faithful  and  honest  labor,  so  we  feel 
that  it  is  our  Christian  duty  to  try  to  train  boys  and  girls  to 
work  at  such  industries  as  will  give  each  one  opportunity 
to  earn  an  honest  living.  They  must  work  at  something, 
and  whatever  they  do,  try  to  do  it  well. 

But  in  all  this  and  other  matters  worthy  of  mention,  we 
are  only  unworthy  imitators  of  the  grand  and  good  man, 
Bro.  J.  H.  Mills,  who  taught  the  first  child  to  work  in  an 
Orphan  Asylum  in  the  State  and  laid  the  foundation  of  Asy- 
lum management,  true,  plumb,  and  square.  Each  one,  in 
succession  following,  has  endeavored  to  build  well  on  that 
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solid  foundation  laid  by  Brother  Mills,  while  he  has  gone  to 
the  g'reat  beyond,  there  to  receive  the  rich  reward  of  all 
his  labors,  and  so  mote  it  be. 

We  have  had  quite  a number  of  visitors  during  the  past 
year,  many  of  them  from  other  States,  and  we  have  received 
many  good  suggestions  and  much  encouragement  in  our 
work.  We  do  hope  that  the  Masons  and  others  will  con- 
tinue to  give  us  frequent  visits  and  always  give  us  freely 
and  fully  their  suggestions  as  to  what  is  wrong  in  the  man- 
agement and  how  to  improve  the  conditions  for  the  advance- 
ment and  benefit  of  our  orphan  boys  and  girls. 

The  health  of  our  boys  and  girls  has  been  very  good 
indeed  during  the  past  year  and  for  this  great  blessing  also 
we  are  profoundly  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  Sel- 
dom have  we  had  a case  of  serious  sickness.  The  family 
seems  quite  healthy  and  happy. 

Only  one  death  has  occurred  since  my  last  report.  Wil- 
lie Freeman,  of  Oxford,  a sweet  little  girl  nearly  seven 
years  of  age,  passed  into  the  great  beyond  after  a few  days 
sickness  with  fever.  Willie’s  mother  was  with  her  child 
when  the  hour  of  death  came.  After  impressive  services 
in  the  Asylum  chapel,  the  remains  were  followed  by  a num- 
ber of  our  boys  and  girls  to  the  Oxford  Cemetery,  the  last 
resting  place  of  our  little  friend.  The  same  loving  Father 
who  has  so  long  guarded  the  health  of  His  children  here, 
took  this  little  one  unto  Himself.  In  this  too,  we  know 
that  He  was  wise,  merciful  and  loving.  Every  such  dis- 
pensation of  Providence  bears  to  us  a lesson  of  life  and  its 
responsibility,  of  our  duty  to  God  and  to  our  fellow-man, 
of  the  eternal  life  upon  which  we  have  already  entered. 

If  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum  were 
simply  fed,  clothed,  taught  and  trained  to  make  a living, 
the  work  would  not  appeal  so  strongly  to  all  lovers  of  God 
and  humanity.  Moral  and  religious  instruction  is  of  greatest 
importance.  Man  can  not  live  by  bread  alone.  There  is  a 
higher  life  which  must  be  nourished.  May  these  our  children 
be  led  up  to  truer  conceptions  of  the  meaning  of  their 
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existence,  to  higher  ideals  and  nobler  purposes,  to  lives  of 
unselfish,  loving  service.  In  the  words  of  another,  making 
a living  is  important,  but  making  a life  is  more  important. 

We  hope  and  believe  the  work  of  the  year  has-  been  greatly 
blessed  to  the  furtherance  of  the  interest  of  orphan  children, 
to  the  progress  of  our  institution,  to  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Master. 

The  almighty  Father  of  the  fatherless  led  to  the  inaugu- 
ration of  this  work  of  rescue  by  the  Masons,  of  North 
Carolina.  Under  God’s  blessing  the  institution  has 
attained  its  present  proportions  and  beneficent  influence. 
The  co-operation  and  support  given  to  the  work  by 
brethren  and  friends  has  been  impelled  by  Him.  Thanking 
Him  for  His  protection  and  guidance  in  the  past  and  pray- 
ing earnestly  for  His  continued  blessing,  with  more  faith 
and  hope  and  love,  let  us  plan  and  strive  and  sacrifice  to 
carry  forward  this  great  and  important  work  for  the  orphan 
boys  and  girls  of  our  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  Hicks, 
Superintendent . 

Bro.  John  W.  Cotten,  from  the  Committee  on  Grand 
Master’s  Address,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  having  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same,  would  respectfully  report  that  we  note 
with  pleasure  the  able  and  comprehensive  address,  which 
shows  that  he  has  given  unstinted  labor  to  his  great  trust. 

We  would  respectfully  suggest  the  subdivision  and 
reference  of  the  several  parts  of  the  address  to  the  following- 
committees  : 
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1.  That  portion  of  the  address  which  relates  to  Fra- 
ternal Dead  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Necrology. 

2.  That  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

3.  That  portion  of  the  address  relating  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York  be  also  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

4.  That  the  portion  relating  to  the  condition  of  the 
Oxford  Orphan  Asylum  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Orphan  Asylum. 

5.  That  the  part  of  the  address  relating  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Master  of  Bing'ham  Lodg'e  No.  272  be  referred 
to  a special  committee,  who  shall  draw  up  charges  for  pre- 
sentation to  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  order  that  a 
speedy  trial  may  be  given  the  brother. 

6.  That  part  relating  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Costa 
Rica  and  Cuba,  asking  for  fraternal  relations  with  this 
Grand  Lodge,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence. 

We  congratulate  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  cordial  fra- 
ternal relations  existing  between  this  and  our  sister  Grand 
Jurisdictions  and  that  peace  and  harmony  prevails  at  home. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  John  W.  Gotten,  P.  G.  M., 

R.  J.  Noble,  P.  G.  M., 

W.  E.  Moore,  P.  G.  M., 

Committee. 

Brother  Fulford,  from  Committee  No.  1 on  Charters 
and  Dispensations,  submitted  tlie  following  report,  which 
was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

We,  your  Committee  No.  x on  Charters  and  Dispensa- 
tions, beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  carefully  examined 
the  proceedings  and  By-laws  of  the  following  lodges, 
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namely:  Luke  McGlaughan  Lodge,  Ahoskie,  Hertford 
County,  N.  C.  ; Cherryville  Lodge,  Cherryville,  Gaston 
County,  N.  C.  ; Buies  Creek  Lodge,  Buies  Creek,  Harnett 
County,  N.  C.,  and  find  them  correct,  and  recommend  that 
charters  be  granted  and  that  their  representatives  be 
admitted  to  seats  on  the  floor. 

B.  W.  Hatcher, 

Wm.  J.  Fulford, 

J.  B.  Griggs, 

Committee. 

We  further  recommend  that  Roberdell  Lodge,  Rober- 
dell,  Richmond  County,  N.  C.,  be  continued  under  dispen- 
sation for  another  year. 

B.  W.  Hatcher, 

J.  B.  Griggs, 

Wm.  J.  Fulford, 

Committee. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  request  of  Air  Line 
Lodge  No.  396,  as  per  their  petition,  to  change  their  name 
to  Gastonia,  be  granted. 

B.  W.  Hatcher, 

J.  B.  Griggs, 

Wm.  J.  Fulford, 

Committee. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Sanderson,  from  Committee  No.  1 on 
Returns  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  No.  1 on  Returns  of  Subordinate 
Lodges  submit  the  following  report : 

We  have  examined  and  find  the  returns  of  the  follow- 
ing lodges  correct : 

Pythagoras  Lodge  No.  249;  Rockford,  No.  251;  Lilly 
Valley,  No.  252;  Oaks,  No.  255;  Kenly,  No.  257;  Excelsior, 
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No.  261;  Hibriten,  No.  262;  Gaston,  No.  263;  Farmington, 
No.  265;  Durbin,  No.  266;  Dunn’s  Rock,  No.  267;  Unaka, 
No.  268;  Bingham,  No.  272;  Watauga,  No.  273;  Beaver 
Dam,  No.  276;  Green  Level,  No.  277;  Rehoboth,  No.  279; 
Eureka,  No.  283;  Greenville,  No.  284;  Flat  Creek,  No.  285; 
Salem,  No.  289;  French  Broad,  No.  292;  Vance,  No.  293; 
Atlantic,  No.  294;  Toisnot,  No.  298;  Hunting  Creek,  No. 
299;  Clay,  No.  301;  Evergreen,  No.  303;  Lauringburg, 
No.  305;  Patterson,  No.  307;  Hatcher,  No.  310;  Notla,  No. 
319;  King  Solomon,  No.  313;  New  Lebanon,  No.  314; 
Eureka,  No.  317;  Wilmington,  No.  319;  White  Hill,  No. 
321;  Winton,  No.  327;  Mattamuskeet,  No.  328;  Black 
Creek,  No.  330;  Bayboro,  No.  331 ; Ashepole,  No.  335;  Fair- 
view,  No.  339;  Harmony,  No.  340;  Rock  Springs,  No.  341; 
Hickory,  No.  343;  Stanly,  No.  348;  Durham,  No.  352; 
Marion,  No.  353;  Fallston,  No.  356;  Bakersville,  No.  357; 
East  LaPorte,  No.  358;  Mount  Vernon,  No.  359;  Mayon, 
No.  360;  Snow,  No.  363;  Craighead,  No.  366;  Air  Line, 
No.  369;  Mars  Hill,  No.  370;  Bethel,  No.  372;  Elk,  No. 
373;  State  Line,  No.  375;  Granville,  No.  380;  Forest  City, 
No.  381;  Reidsville,  No.  384;  Scottsville,  No.  385;  Pig-eon 
River,  No.  386;  Kedron,  No.  387;  Mooresboro,  No.  388; 
Temperance,  No.  389;  Copeland,  No.  390;  Lebanon,  No. 
391;  White  Rock,  No.  392;  Tally  Ho.  No,  393;  Orient,  No. 
395;  Oxford,  No.  396;  Bald  Creek,  No.  397;  Centre,  No. 
398;  Conoho,  No.  399;  Joppa,  No.  401;  Dobson,  No.  402; 
Farmers,  No.  404;  Ocean,  No.  405;  Joy,  No.  406;  Univer- 
sity, No.  408;  Rockville,  No.  4x1;  New  Hope,  No.  415; 
Bellview,  No.  416;  Maxton,  No,  417;  Greenwood,  No.  419; 
Harmon,  No.  420;  Boonville,  No.  421;  Biltmoi'e,  No.  424; 
Oconee,  No.  427;  Stokesdale,  No.  428;  Seaside,  No.  429; 
Rockyford,  No.  430;  Relief,  No.  431;  King’s  Creek,  No. 
432;  West  Bend,  No.  434;  Marble  Springs,  No.  439;  Cling- 
man,  No.  440;  Waxhaw,  No.  442;  Roper,  No.  443;  Mari- 
etta, No.  444. 

Returns  without  seal  of  lodge : 

Vanceboro,  No.  433;  Potecasi,  No.  418;  Cape  Fear, 
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No.  394;  Kinston,  No.  316;  Chestnut  Hill,  No.  304;  Cedar 
Rock,  No.  286;  Tobasco,  No.  271;  East  Bend,  No.  269; 
Waynes ville,  No.  259. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  E.  Sanderson, 

M.  W.  White, 

Committee . 

Bro.  W.  S.  Primrose,  from  the  Finance  Committee, 
presented  the  following  reports,  which  were  read  and 
adopted  : 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  January  9,  1901. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master: — The  Finance  Com- 
mittee has  examined  the  books  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
finds  them  to  be  carefully  and  neatly  kept. 

During  the  year  the  Grand  Secretary’s  books  show 


receipts  as  follows: 

From  lodge  dues  I 6,731  00 

From  interest  Mrs.  Rebecca  Baird’s  bequest 100  00 

From  charters  and  dispensations,  less  Grand  Sec’y’s  fees....  102  00 

From  sale  of  Codes,  certificates  and  other  items n 50 


$ 6,944  50 

Paid  to  William  Simpson,  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per  his 

receipts,  all  of  the  above,  viz: f,  6,944  30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  Primrose, 

W.  H.  Bain, 

Finance  Committee. 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  January  9,  1901. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  books  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer,  William  Simpson,  and  find  the  same  correct,  all 
entries  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 
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Receipts  for  the  year  ending  January  8,  1901,  were 


as  follows : 

From  interest  on  Ellington  note  $ 80  00 

From  interest  from  insurance  companies,  damage  to  main 

building  of  Asylum  by  fire 106  35 

From  interest  Holly  Spring  Lodge  for  Asylum 14  31 

From  Grand  Secretary,  dues  of  lodges  6,731  00 

From  Grand  Secretary,  interest  on  Mrs.  Rebecca  Baird 

legacy  100  00 

From  Grand  Secretary,  sale  of  Codes,  etc 11  50 

From  Grand  Secretary,  charters  and  dispensations 102  00 


# 7H45  16 

Balance  on  hand  December  6,  1900 3,979  37 


Total #11,124  53 

Disbursements  for  the  same  time  supported  by 

vouchers # 6,256  23 

Leaving  balance  on  hand  January  8,  1901,  of 4,868  30  #11,124  53 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  vS.  Primrose, 

W.  H.  Bain, 

Finance  Committee. 

Brother  Nichols,  from  the  Special  Committee  on 
Charity,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  read 
and  adopted  : 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  January  8,  1901. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Commu- 
nication of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  whom  was  to  be  referred 
all  applications  for  permission  to  send  out  circulars  soliciting 
contributions,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

During  the  year  there  have  been  12  applications  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee,  as  follows : 
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To  build  halls 2 

To  pay  off  mortgages . 2 

Need}',  but  not  destitute 2 

Loss  of  team 1 

Widows  with  afflicted  and  dependent  children 4 

Loss  by  fire  1 

12 

Approved 4 

Not  approved 8 


The  Committee  have  nothing"  to  add  to  the  remarks  in 
their  report  of  last  year,  other  than  to  repeat  what  they 
then  said,  that -the  building  of  Masonic  Halls  is  a matter  of 
local  interest  and  is  not  an  object  of  charity.  It  would  be 
a great  relief  to  many  brethren  to  have  aid  in  paying  off 
mortgages  on  their  property,  but  if  that  task  was  under- 
taken for  all  the  brethren  who  have  these  encumbrances  on 
their  property  the  whole  Masonic  Order  would  be  bankrupt 
in  a very  short  time. 

It  will  be  observed  by  comparison  with  the  report  of 
last  year  that  the  number  of  applications  has  been  just 
one-third  less  than  last  year,  and  that  the  number  of  recom- 
mendations bears  the  same  proportion. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  these 
begging  circulars  will  be  entirely  discontinued  and  that 
every  lodge  in  the  State  will  be  able  to  care  for  its  own  poor. 
Then,  whatever  lodges  may  be  enabled  to  contribute  for 
charity  jnay  be  given  to  an  object  in  which  every  good 
Mason  is  interested,  and  where  it  will  be  carrying  into  effect 
the  principles  we  profess.  That  object  is  our  Orphan 
Asylum.  Fraternally  submitted, 

John  Nichols, 

John  W.  Thompson, 

Geo.  N.  Walters, 

Committee. 
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Brother  Hatcher  called  attention  to  the  property  owned 
by  t lie  Grand  Lodge  at  Mount  Mourne,  stating  that  it 
needed  a new  roof.  The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  preserve  the  property. 

Brother  Bahnson,  from  Committee  No.  2 on  Charters 
and  Dispensations,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

We,  your  Committee  No.  2 on  Charters  and  Dispensa- 
tions, beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

In  the  case  of  Scotland  Lodge,  U.  D.,  Gibson,  N.  C., 
we  recommend  that  they  be  continued  under  dispensation 
at  their  request. 

In  the  case  of  Unaka  Lodge,  U.  D.,  Unaka,  Cherokee 
County,  N.  C.,  we  find  that  a portion  of  the  necessary 
papers  having  failed  to  reach  us,  we  would  recommend  that 
time  be  given  them  to  furnish  them  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
for  his  examination,  and  if  they  meet  his  approval  he  be 
authorized  to  grant  their  request  and  issue  them  a charter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  F.  Bahnson, 

Sam.  H.  Rountree, 
Dudley  Peed, 

Committee. 

Bro.  John  Nichols  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved , That  this  Grand  Lodge  most  heartily  endorses 
the  movement  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a State 
Reformatory  for  youthful  criminals,  and  expresses  a hope 
that  such  an  institution  may  be  established  by  the  present 
Legislature. 

Letters  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and 
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Grand  Secretary  of  Texas  were  read  and  ordered  spread 
upon  the  minutes. 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  January  5,  1901. 

M.  IV.  B.  S.  Royster , G.  J /. , Oxford , N.  C. 

M.  W.  Sir  and  Brother: — I beg  to  acknowledge  here- 
with the  receipt  of  draft  on  the  National  City  Bank,  New 
York,  for  $494.66  (draft  having  been  forwarded  to  me  by 
Past  Grand  Master  R.  M.  Lusk),  which  amount  was  so  gener- 
ously contributed  by  the  lodges  of  North  Carolina  for  the 
relief  of  the  brethren  in  Texas  who  were  victims  of  the  terrible 
storm  that  visited  our  State  on  September  8th.  The 
response  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  to  the  wail  of  distress 
has  been  very  generous  indeed,  and  unsolicited  aid  has  come 
from  nearly  every  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  the  United  States, 
such  thoughtful  generosity  upon  their  part  evidencing  more 
than  words  can  tell  the  strong  ties  of  kinship  that  bind 
us  together  as  men  and  Masons ; and  I speak  for  the  Craft 
throughout  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  when  I say  that  our 
hearts  go  out  in  g'ratitude  to  the  brethren  for  their  gen- 
erous and  timely  contributions. 

I have  mailed  your  check  to  the  Grand  Secretary  to  be 
added  to  the  relief  fund  now  in  his  hands,  and  in  view  of 
the  pressing  needs  for  additional  supplies  of  clothing  and 
provisions,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  contributions  are 
still  pouring  in.  I leave  on  Monday  to  go  over  the  storm 
district  and  distribute  the  balance  of  the  fund  in  hand, 
agreeable  to  a resolution  passed  at  our  last  Grand  Annual 
Communication,  which  provides  that  ‘ ‘the  relief  fund  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary  should  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Master  through  such 
agencies  as  he  may  deem  proper and  in  order  that  it  shall  be 
judiciously  expended  I intend  to  go  over  the  ground  myself 
and  distribute  it  where  it  is  most  needed. 

With  assurance  of  my  very  high  regard  and  sincere 
wishes  for  a prosperous  and  happy  New  Year  to  you,  and 
10 
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hoping  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  may  have 
a pleasant  and  profitable  session,  I beg  to  remain, 

Yours  sincerely  and  fraternally, 

N.  M.  Washer, 

Grand  Master. 

Houston,  Texas,  January  5,  1901. 

B.  S.  Royster,  Grand  Master,  Oxford,  N.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  -I  herewith  inclose  receipt  for 
$494.66,  contributed  by  the  lodges  of  North  Carolina  for 
the  relief  of  our  suffering  brethren  in  Texas,  and  desire  to 
offer  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  all  Texas  Masons  to  our  breth- 
ren in  your  jurisdiction  for  this  substantial  manifestation 
of  their  sympathy  and  brotherly  love. 

The  people  of  the  storm -stricken  portion  of  Texas  have 
been  made  to  feel  that  the  country  at  large  has  been  very 
generous  to  them  in  their  hour  of  distress  and  affliction,  and 
our  Masonic  brethren  have  been  especially  made  to  feel 
that  their  brethren  throughout  the  entire  country  stand  ready 
to  help  in  time  of  need. 

Our  heads  are  bowed  in  grief  when  we  think  of  the 
dead  who  wei'e  swept  from  us  on  that  fearful  night,  and 
our  countenances  are  sorrowful  when  we  look  upon  the 
desolation  and  woe  that  surrounds  many  of  the  families  of 
our  brethren  whose  homes  and  fortunes  have  been  carried 
off  by  the  fury  of  the  elements;  but  our  hearts  are  made 
glad  when  we  receive  such  universal  manifestations  of 
brotherly  sympathy  and  love  as  have  come  to  us  from  our 
Masonic  brethren. 

Grand  Master  N.  M.  Washer  informs  me  that  he  has 
acknowledged  receipt  of  your  communication,  which  I hope 
may  reach  you  before  the  opening  of  your  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  yours, 

John  Watson, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  S.  E.  Gidney,  from  Committee  on  Appeals,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted  : 
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To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  ; 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
matter  of  appeal  of  Bro.  Frank  (Francis)  Sharp,  of  Ashe- 
ville Lodg'e  No.  410,  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

First,  we  have  carefully  examined  the  papers  in  the 
case  and  find  that  the  said  Sharp  was  expelled  for  disobey- 
ing a legal  summons  on  October  21,  1897,  by  Asheville 
Lodge  No.  410. 

vSecond,  that  from  an  examination  of  the  minutes  of 
said  lodge  we  find  that  the  summons  was  sent  by  registered 
mail  and  returned  to  said  lodge  undelivered ; henee  not 
“received”  by  said  Sharp. 

Third,  that  at  the  time  said  summons  was  registered 
that  said  Sharp  was  in  a remote  portion  of  Florida  and 
probably  his  proper  address  was  unknown  to  said  lodge. 

Fourth,  that  said  Ashe\rille  Lodge  No.  410  has  surren- 
dered its  charter. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  said  Frank  (Francis) 
Sharp  be  restored  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  Masonry  without 
prejudice  in  accordance  with  Article  XV,  section  1,  page 
49,  and  Article  X,  section  10,  page  38  of  the  Masonic  Code 
of  North  Carolina,  1897,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  fur- 
nish him  with  a certified  copy  of  said  references  to  the  Code 
and  of  this  action. 

Samuel  E.  Gidney,  Chairman , 
j.  L.  Scott,  Jr., 

Committee. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Stenerson,  from  Committee  on  Unfinished 
Business,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  read 
and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee,  after  diligent  inquiry  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  and  search  of  the  published  proceedings  of  the 
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Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  in  session  1900,  respectfully 
report  that  they  find  no  unfinished  business. 

January  9,  1901.  C.  E.  Stenerson, 

A.  G.  Myers, 

E.  L.  Remsburg, 

Committee. 

Bro.  Will  X.  Coley,  from  Committee  No.  2 on  Returns 
from  Subordinate  Lodges,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 
Your  Committee  No.  2 on  Returns  of  Subordinate 
Lodges  beg  leave  to  report  errors  in  the  following  returns 
without  seals : 

Stokes,  No.  32;  Liberty,  No.  45;  St.  John’s,  No.  96; 
Warren,  No.  101 ; Gatesville,  No.  126;  Adoniram,  No.  149; 
Randleman, No.  209 ; Cokesbury,  No.  235;  Rountree,  No.  243. 

Seals  worn  out  or  too  dim  and  do  not  make  clear  impres- 
sions : 

Morning  Star,  No.  85;  Carolina,  No.  141 ; Polloks- 
ville,  No.  175;  Mecklenburg,  No.  176;  Blackmer,  No.  170; 
Fair  Bluff,  No.  190;  Granite,  No.  191;  McCormick,  No. 
228;  Long  Creek,  No.  205;  Hall,  No.  53;  White  Stone, 
No.  155. 

Irregularities  in  returns : 

Granite,  No.  191 ; Mount  Olivet,  No.  195. 

Incorrect  returns: 

Jonesville,  No.  227;  Snow  Hill,  No.  32;  Lebanon,  No. 
207;  Franklinton,  No.  123;  Perquimans,  No.  106;  Morning 
Star,  No.  85;  Balfour,  No.  188;  Burnsville,  No.  192; 
Liberty,  No.  45;  Scotland  Neck,  No.  470. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

James  C.  Munds, 

Will  X.  Coley, 

J.  B.  Clarke, 

L.  M.  Bryan, 

Committee. 
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Brother  Cotten  read  a letter  from  Bro.  L.  M.  Totten, 
Past  Grand  Officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  letter  elic- 
ited much  sympathy,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  unanimously 
donated  the  sum  of  $100  to  Brother  Totten. 

Bro.  Sam’l  H.  Smith,  from  Committee  on  Orphan 
Asylum,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  read 
and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

We  heartily  commend  that  part  of  the  Grand  Master’s 
splendid  address  which  refers  to  the  Orphan  Asylum,  and 
it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  we  note  that  the  Asylum  is 
out  of  debt  and  owes  no  one  a single  dollar.  We  can  not 
too  strongly  commend  the  present  efficient  management 
of  the  institution;  having  carefully  examined  the  reports  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent,  we 
find  them  complete  in  every  detail,  giving  full  information 
on  all  subjects.  We  urge  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  the  great 
importance  of  providing-  for  the  balance  of  the  pledge  of 
$2,364.65  made  to  Mr.  Duke,  and  upon  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  and  individuals  who  still  owe  $1,577.39  that  they 
promptly  remit  the  respective  amounts  subscribed  bythem 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asylum. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  amounts  just 
named  are  paid,  or  provided  for  in  such  a way  that  they 
will  be  paid  within  a reasonable  time,  the  balance  of  the 
money  neccessary  for  the  erection  of  a large  industrial 
building  on  the  Asylum  grounds,  to  contain  the  several 
industrial  departments,  will  be  provided.  The  recommen- 
dation of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  an  electric-light  plant  is 
heartily  seconded  by  us.  We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  terrible  disaster  which  has  just  occurred  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y. , where  28  lives  were  lost  by  the  burning  of  an  Orphan 
Asylum. 

The  Orphans’  Friend  and  Masonic  Journal,  which  is  the 
official  organ  of  our  Order  in  the  State  and  the  Masonic 
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Department  of  which  is  so  ably  edited  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Bro.  John  Nichols,  should  be  subscribed  for  by  every  lodge 
and  Mason,  and  we  urge  them  to  do  so  without  the  least 
possible  delay. 

We  recommend  most  earnestly  that  every  lodge  in  the 
State  send  a representative  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  Oxford  on  the  24th  of  June,  as  we  believe  it  will 
arouse  a greater  interest  in  the  orphans’  work  and  redound 
to  the  benefit  of  Masonry. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  an  appropriation  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  which  is  the  same  as  last,  for  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sam’l  H.  Smith, 

F.  M.  Move, 

Frank  D.  Jones, 

J.  L.  Currin, 
j.  D.  Glenn, 

Wiley  Rush, 

S.  L.  Parks, 

F.  R.  Christman, 

H.  B.  Varner, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Suspension  of  the  Master  of  Bingham  Lodge  No. 
272,  as  follows  : 

J.  G,  Snyder,  W.  J.  Fulford,  and  S.  E.  Gidney. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  2:30  o’clock  this  afternoon. 
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Secont'  ^afternoon  Session. 

Wednesday,  January  9,  1901. 

^HE  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
V*r'  labor  at  2:30  o’clock,  p.  m.,  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  B.  S.  Royster  presiding. 

Brother  Gwaltney,  from  Committee  No.  3 on  Returns 
from  Subordinate  Lodges,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  No.  3 on  Returns  of  .Subordinate 
Lodges , submit  the  following  report : 

We  have  examined  and  find  the  returns  of  the  following 
lodges  correct: 

Orr  Lodge,  No.  104;  Granite  Lodge,  No.  322;  Selma, 
No.  320;  Rich  Square,  No.  488;  Montgomery,  No.  426; 
Blue  Ridge,  No.  435;  Catawba  Valley,  No.  217;  Thomas- 
ville,  No.  214;  Royal  Hart,  No.  497;  Harnett,  No.  258; 
Biltmore,  No.  446;  Pleasant  Mount,  No.  441;  Enfield,  No. 
447;  Lone  Oak,  No.  449;  Polenta,  No.  450;  Ashler,  No. 
451;  Grifton,  No.  452;  Clyde,  No.  453;  Elkin,  No.  454: 
Pineville,  No.  455;  Grapevine,  No.  457;  Henrietta,  No.  460; 
Dillsboro,  No.  459;  South  Fork,  No,  462;  Matthews,  No. 
461;  Currituck,  No.  463;  Boiling-  Springs,  No.  464;  Gulf, 
No.  465;  King  Hiram,  No.  466;  Healing  Springs,  No.  467; 
Sanford,  No.  469;  Sonoma,  No.  472;  St.  Paul’s,  No.  474; 
Rainbow,  No.  479;  Mill  Creek,  No.  480;  Spring  Hope,  No. 
481;  Saluda,  No.  482;  Lawndale,  No.  486;  Statesville,  No. 
487;  Buggaboo,  No.  490;  Hominy,  No.  491;  Pilot,  No.  493; 
John  A.  Graves,  No.  494;  Rockingham,  No.  495;  Moores- 
ville,No.  49,6;  Ayden,  No.  498 ; Creedmoor,  No.  499;  Raleigh, 
No.  500;  Cookville,  No.  502;  Red  Springs,  No.  501;  Ingold, 
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448;  Mingo,  No.  206;  Lenoir,  No.  233;  Henderson,  No. 229; 
Coharie,  No.  379;  Mount  Energy,  No.  140;  Wayne,  No. 
112;  Stoneville,  No.  296;  Rolesville,  No.  156;  Falling  Creek, 
No.  325;  Youngsville,  No.  377;  Cherokee,  No.  146;  Liberty 
Grove,  No.  407;  Lee,  No.  253;  Henry  F.  Grainger,  No.  412; 
vSiler  City,  No.  403;  Archer,  No.  165;  Galatia,  No.  306; 
Seaboard,  No.  378;  Mount  Vernon,  No.  143;  Bula,  No.  409; 
Star,  No.  437;  Adoniram,  No.  149;  Carthage,  No.  181 ; 
Eagle  Springs,  No.  477. 

We  have  examined  the  following  and  find  them  irreg- 
ular in  that  they  do  not  bear  the  seal  of  said  lodges,  other- 
wise we  find  them  correct : 

Mount  Pleasant,  No.  157;  Mount  Lebanon,  No.  117; 
Fair  Oaks,  No.  478;  Big  Lick,  No.  476;  Grimesland,  No. 
475;  Grassy  Knob,  No.  471. 

We  also  have  examined  the  reports  of  the  following 
and  find  them  regular,  but  incorrect  in  that  the  members 
reported  do  not  correspond  with  the  dues  assessed : 

Brasstown,  No.  485,  returns  20  members  in  good  stand- 
ing and  names  dues  to  Grand  Lodge  $10.20,  when  it  ought 
to  be  $12.  Thomas  M.  Holt,  No.  492,  returns  22  members 
in  good  standing  and  dues  $13.80,  when  it  should  be  $13.20. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  L.  Gwaltney, 

A.  H.  Herring, 

R.  J.  Jeffreys, 

Committee. 

Bro.  John  W.  Cotten  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

AVhereas,  The  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  Annual  Communi- 
cation, in  the  year  1898,  pledged  itself  to  raise  the  sum  of 
$7,500  against  a like  sum  promised  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  B.  N. 
Duke,  of  Durham,  for  the  purpose  of  building  four  brick 
cottages  at  the  Asylum  in  Oxford,  and 

Whereas,  The  sum  of  $2,364.65  remains  unpaid  on  this 
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pledge  independent  of  the  amount  still  due  by  Subordinate 
Lodges  and  individuals,  and 

Whereas,  Good  faith  demands  that  the  above  amount 
be  paid ; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved , That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $2,500  for  its  Building 
Fund. 

Resolved , That  the  Grand  Lodge  hereby  appropriate 
$500  annually  for  the  years  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904  and  1905 
to  pay  the  above  loan  of  $2,500. 

John  W.  Cotten. 

Brother  Cotten  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  W.  S.  Primrose,  who  is  an  expert 
accountant,  be  employed  at  a salary  of  $50  a year,  and  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Secretary,  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Oxford  Orphan  Asylum  and  report  their  condition  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  Annual  Communication. 

John  W.  Cotten. 

Bro.  W.  H.  McLaurin,  from  the  Committee  No.  1 on 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  read,  and,  after  being  amended,  was 
adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  No.  1 on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
beg  leave  to  report : 

They  disapprove  of  the  application  of  Golden  Fleece 
Lodge  No.  74  for  the  omission  of  their  dues  for  1898, for  the 
reason  that  it  states  no  circumstances  that  render  the  lodge 
unable  to  pay  dues  regularly. 

The  application  of  Greenwood  Lodge  No.  419  for  the 
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omission  of  the  dues  of  their  members  is  disapproved. 
Dues  of  one  member  should  be  remitted  for  lunacy. 

W.  H.  McLaurin, 

W.  J.  Boykin, 

E.  B.  Blackwell, 

Committee. 

Brother  King,  from  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  beg  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

During  the  past  Masonic  year  it  has  pleased  the 
Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  to  call  to  their 
deserved  reward  many  faithful  brethren  of  our  own  and 
sister  jurisdictions.  We  extend  to  other  jurisdictions  our 
profound  sympathy  and  deepest  regret  for  the  losses  they 
have  sustained.  Among  the  eminent  and  distinguished 
brethren  whose  deaths  we  mourn,  and  whose  memories  we 
cherish,  are  Brethren  John  W.  Gidney,  W.  P.  Williams, 
Assistant  Grand  Lecturer,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Horace 
H.  Munson.  Brother  Gidney  was  a true  citizen,  a brave 
soldier  and  a faithful  and  worthy  patron  of  Masonry. 

Brother  Williams  lived  many  years  in  devotion  to  the 
tenets  of  our  institution;  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Masonry. 

We  are  especially  grieved  at  the  loss  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Munson.  We  recommend  that  a committee  be 
appointed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions,  and  that  a page  in 
the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Communication  be  dedicated 
to  his  memory.  Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  G.  King, 

L.  B.  Young, 

R.  W.  Taylor, 

Elias  Rose, 

J.  S.  Spurgeon, 

Committee. 
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CAPToJQH N We  GsD^EY. 

Capt.  John  Wells  Gidney,  who  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Sands  Gidney, 
was  born  at  Polkville,  Cleveland  County,  North  Carolina, on  August  3, 
1837,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Shelby,  North  Carolina,  April  16,  1898. 

He  was  educated  in  the  county  schools  and  at  the  Marion  Academy, 
where  he  was  prepared  for  the  Junior  class  in  college. 

The  war  between  the  States  coming  on,  he  laid  aside  his  studies 
and  answering  the  call  of  his  country  volunteered  and  enlisted  in  the 
original  Cleveland  Guards,  as  a private,  but  within  a year  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  a brave  and  gallant  soldier  and  was  in 
some  of  the  hardest-fought  battles  of  the  war.  At  Bull  Run,  Seven 
Pines,  Manassas  and  in  several  other  engagements  he  distinguished 
himself  for  his  bravery  and  gallantrj?. 

On  being  elected  to  the  Legislature  while  still  in  the  service,  he  re- 
signed as  captain  to  enter  upon  the  duties  as  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  North  Carolina.  Three  times  afterwards  he  represented 
Cleveland  County  in  the  Legislature  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner 
and  at  a time  when  it  meant  something  to  be  a member  of  the  Legislature 
of  North  Carolina,  and  proved  himself  to  be  a safe  and  wise  legislator. 

After  the  flag  of  Lee  was  forever  furled  at  Appomattox,  he  com- 
pleted his  law  course  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  practice  in  1866,  after  which  time  he  was  actively  and 
successively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Shelby  until 
his  death.  The  people  always  had  great  confidence  in  his  honesty  and 
integrity,  and  a large  number  df  estates  were  put  into  his  hands  for 
settlement  as  the  guardian  of  orphan  children.  He  was  a public 
spirited,  warm-hearted,  generous,  noble  man,  and  the  hundreds  he 
befriended  will  ever  revere  his  memory. 

Captain  Gidney  was  mayor  of  the  town  and  county  attorney  for 
several  years  and  has  filled  almost  every  position  of  honor  and  trust 
within  the  power  of  his  town  and  'county  to  confer,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  honored  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  eleventh  judicial  district  and  the  city  attorney. 

At  the  age  of  14,  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  that  communion  until  his  death.  For  many  years  a faithful 
steward  of  his  church  and  an  efficient  district  steward,  he  looked  dili- 
gently after  the  interests  of  his  church,  pastor  and  presiding  elder,  and 


84 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


was  always  among-  those  who  devised  and  contributed  liberal  things  in 
the  support  of  the  ministry  and  in  the  aid  of  benevolent  enterprises. 

Captain  Gidney  was  a bright  and  shining  light  in  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity, of  which  he  was  an  honored  and  valued  member  for  many 
years  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  buried  with  honors  of 
that  grand  Fraternity.  For  perhaps  more  than  fifteen  years  he  was  the 
honored  Worshipful  Master  of  Cleveland  Lodge  No.  202,  and  when  he 
declined  to  act  longer  as  such,  his  brethren  fittingly  evinced  their  high 
esteem  of  him  by  presenting  to  him  a costly  and  beautiful  gold  cane 
suitably  inscribed,  which  he  prized  very  highly.  He  was  a frequent 
representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  for  several  years  was  an  hon- 
ored officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  North  Carolina. 

(See  Proceedings  of  G.  L.  from  1884-88  and  perhaps  others.) 

Captain  Gidney  was  married  to  Miss  MaryE.  McFarland,  who  with 
eight  children  were  left  to  mourn  his  loss.  The  oldest  son,  S.  E. 
Gidney,  at  the  death  of  his  father  was  the  superintendent  of  the  city 
schools  at  Smithville,  Texas,  but  since  the  death  of  his  father,  follow- 
ing in  his  footsteps,  he,  too,  has  entered  the  legal  fraternity,  and  is  now 
a prominent  lawyer  at  Shelby,  and  is  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
lodge  which  his  father  so  long  served  and  loved  at  Shelby.  Captain 
Gidney  was  an  affectionate  husband, a kind  father,  a loyal  Mason,  a true 
man,  combining  honor,  integrity,  gentleness,  and  charity,  and  yet 
withal  too  modest  to  pass  oftentimes  for  his  true  worth;  however,  merit 
is  always  modest  and  thus  he  possessed  that  witness  of  excellency. 


C'APT.  .TOHjST  W.  G1DNEY, 

senior  Grasd  Deacon  1,—  — i-1^  — 7. 
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Brother  Calvert  submitted  the  following  resolution 
passed  by  Columbus  Lodge  No.  102,  which,  under  the 
rules,  was  required  to  lay  over  until  tomorrow. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  10  o’clock,  a.  m. 

“That  the  Grand  Master  appoint  a Special  Committee 
of  five  to  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  so 
amending  the  By-laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  attendance  of  one 
delegate  at  the  Grand  Lodge  from  each  Subordinate  Lodge 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge ; and  the  Committee 
is  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  ” 

The  following  communication  was  received  and  read, 
which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  following  Special 
Committee,  with  Grand  Master  Royster,  chairman : John 
W.  Hays,  and  J.  M.  Currin.  The  Committee  to  consider 
the  case  in  all  of  its  legal  bearings  and  make  report  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

Rolesville,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1900. 

Most  Worshipful  B.  S.  Royster , Grand  Master  Grand  Lodge 
of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  North  Carolina: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — There  is  a debt  due  the  heirs 
of  Allen  & Co.  from  the  Trustees  of  St.  John’s  College 
(Orphan  Asylum)  for  timber  furnishing  in  the  building. 

Allen  & Co.  was  composed  of  L.  P.  and  C.  W.  fallen, 
the  former  my  father,  who  owned  2f  of  the  debt,  and  C.  W. 
Allen  fi.  C.  W.  Allen  died  in  i860,  left  all  his  personal 
property  to  his  brother,  David  Allen,  therefore  he  became 
owner  of  fi  of  the  debt.  I can  not  find  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodg'e  where  my  father  received  anything  in 
payment  of  the  debt,  but  I think  the  firm  did  get  $900 
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some  time  before  the  war.  Since  then  his  legatees  have 
never  made  any  effort  to  collect. 

L.  A.  Paschall,  guardian  of  David  Allen’s  children, 
has  received  money  and  resolutions  to  pay  him  as  follows  in 
the  Grand  Lodge:  In  the  proceedings  in  1868  Bro.  R.  H. 

Kingsbury  offered  a resolution,  for  the  Trustees  of  St.  John’s 
College  to  pay  Bro.  L.  A.  Paschall,  guardian  of  David  Allen’s 
children,  $1,033,  his  interest  in  judgment  in  Granville  Su- 
perior Court  vs.  Trustees  St.  John’s  College.  Then 
report  1869,  page  32,  Bro.  J.  L.  Carroll  introduced  a 
resolution,  which  was  adopted:  “ Whereas  the  wants  of  the 
children  of  Bro.  David  Allen,  deceased,  the  consideration 
of  whose  claim  vs.  St.  John’s  College  are  such  as  to  demand 
immediate  relief,  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  this  Grand 
Lodge  make  a contribution  of  $200  to  said  children  for  the 
purpose  of  clothing,  education,  etc.,  during  the  coming 
year,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  order  of  their  guardian, 
Bro.  L.  A.  Paschall.” 

The  above  amount  was  paid  to  Bro.  T.  B.  Venable  for 
L.  A.  Paschall,  December  12,  1869.  Again,  in  1870  report, 
page  18,  among  the  claims  vs.  the  Trustees  I find  C.  W. 
Allen,  surviving  partner  of  Allen  & Co.,  $2,556.95,  subject 
to  a deduction  of  all  moneys  paid  to  L.  A.  Paschall  for  the 
children  of  C.  W.  Allen.  So  you  see  it  was  first  $1,000, 
then  $1,033,  and  then  $852.31,  which  makes  our  part 
$1,704.64.'  My  father  was  an  enthusiastic  Mason,  so  were 
three  of  his  sons.  We  all  have  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  and  believe  that  when  it 
was  called  on  to  help  us  out  in  this  matter  it  would  respond. 
We  have  never  before  asked  the  Grand  Lodge  to  pay  us 
anything,  because  we  were  making  out  without  it ; but  the 
time  has  come  when  we  are  compelled  to  call  on  it  for  the 
debt — a part,  if  not  all.  All  the  heirs  of  L.  P.  Allen  are 
without  home  except  .one,  who  has  a life  interest  in  his 
wife’s  lands.  My  father’s  administrators  had  to  sell  land 
and  negroes  to  pay  off  his  debts  after  he  died,  which  would 
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not  have  been  the  case  could  he  have  collected  the  money 
from  the  College. 

I hope  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  ones  and 
see  if  they  will  not  do  something  for  us,  as  we  would  like 
for  it  to  be  attended  to.  We  do  not  come  asking  charity  of 
the  lodge,  but  want  all  we  can  get  of  what  is  due  us. 

Fraternally  yours, 

E.  C.  Allen, 

for  the  heirs  of  L.  P.  Allen,  Deceased. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  Special  Committee 
to  draw  up  suitable  resolutions  commemorative  of  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  Master  H.  H.  Munson,  as  follows  : 

Past  Grand  Master  John  Nichols,  J.  E.  Matthews,  A. 
J.  Harris. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Griffith,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
which  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings. 

Bro.  S.  E.  Gidney,  from  the  Special  Committee  to 
prefer  charges  against  the  Master  of  Bingham  Lodge  No. 
272,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and, 
on  motion,  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  act  upon  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  Committee  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

We,  your  Committee  appointed  to  prefer  charges  against 
T.  W.  Moore,  Master  of  Bingham  Lodge  No.  272,  make 
the  following  charge,  namely:  That  he  is  guilty  of  immoral 
and  unmasonic  conduct.  First,  that  in  May,  1900,  he 
abandoned  his  family  and  eloped  with  the  wife  of  another 
man.  Second,  that  he  still  remains  away  from  his  said  fam- 
ily, who  are  in  needy  circumstances,  and  does  not  provide 
for  them  any  support.  Third,  that  he  solicited  and 
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obtained  money  from  brother  Master  Masons  at  a time 
when  he  knew  himself  unworthy  to  receive  such  aid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Snyder, 

Samuel  E.  Gidney, 

Wm.  J.  Fulford, 

Committee. 

After  due  trial  the  charges  were  sustained  and  Mr. 
Moore  was  expelled. 

Brother  Busbee,  from  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and 
adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master: 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  the  extract  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  York,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  considered 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  herewith  submit  their 
conclusions. 


DECISIONS. 

They  do  not  repeat  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master, 
but  beg'  leave  to  refer  to  them  by  number. 

First  decision — Add  at  the  conclusion,  “ unless  written 
permission  shall  be  granted  by  the  lodge  from  whose  juris- 
diction the  candidate  has  removed.” 

We  construe  the  provision  in  Article  X,  section  5,  con- 
cerning the  consent  of  the  lodge  nearest  the  residence  of 
the  petitioner,  to  include  the  past  residence  during  the 
twelve  months,  as  well  as  the  present  residence. 

vSecond  decision — Approved. 

Third  decision — Approved.  The  Committee  do  not 

interpret  the  decision  to  mean  that  a new  ballot  is  required, 
unless  demanded. 
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Fourth  decision — Approved,  with  the  amendments  sug- 
gested in  the  first  decision. 

Fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  decis- 
ions— Approved. 

Eleventh  decision — Approved.  In  case  of  suicide  the 
brother  may  have  been  insane ; in  the  case  of  conviction  of 
a capital  felony,  approved,  except  in  the  improbable  event 
that  the  lodge  shall  have  investigated  the  charge,  and  found 
the  brother  “not  guilty.” 

Twelfth  decision — Approved. 

Thirteenth  decision — A Mason  is  not  a member  of  a 
lodge  until  he  shall  have  signed  the  By-laws.  But  after  a 
Mason  shall  have  been  elected  to  membership  in  a lodge,  or 
shall  have  received  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  upon  petition, 
he  has  a right  to  sign  the  By-laws  and  become  a member. 
If  by  inadvertence  he  does  not  sign,  an  opportunity  should 
be  given  him  to  sign.  Upon  his  failure  or  refusal  so  to  do, 
the  Master  has  a right,  and  it  is  his  duty,  to  declare  that  he 
is  not  a member.  This  does  not  interfere  with  the  right  of 
the  lodge  or  any  member  to  prefer  charges  against  such 
member  as  a Mason  residing  in  its  jurisdiction  for  any  Ma- 
sonic offence.  The  wilful  refusal  of  any  such  Mason,  who 
has  for  some  time  acted  as  a member  with  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  such,  to  sign  the  By-laws  (as  he  was  pre- 
sumed to  have  done),  or  to  attempt  to  take  advantage  of  his 
own  wrong  in  refusing  to  sign  the  By-laws,  is  a Masonic 
offence. 

Fourteenth  decision — Approved. 

Fifteenth  decision — Approved ; bftt  a copy  of  the  charges 
and  specifications  should  be  served  upon  the  accused. 

Sixteenth  decision  — There  can  be  no  punishment 
inflicted  for  the  non-payment  of  any  assessment  directed  by 
a lodge.  Any  payment  of  any  such  assessment  must  be 
voluntary.  We  find  no  error  in  the  ruling  of  the  Grand 
Master  as  to  the  right  of  the  lodge  to  punish. 

Seventeenth  and  eighteenth  decisions — Approved. 

. Nineteenth  decision — Approved.  This  does  not  affect 
12 
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the  right  of  any  member  to  demand  a ballot  upon  the 
advancement  of  a candidate. 

Twentieth  and  twenty-first  decisions — Approved. 

Twenty-second  decision — Approved.  The  language  of 
Article  X,  section  13,  is  probably  broad  enough  to  cover 
the  case. 

THE  CORRESPONDENCE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF 

NEW  YORK. 

In  regard  to  the  criticism  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  of  the 
portion  of  the  language  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  last  Communication, 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington, 
this  Committee  begs  leave  to  report : 

It  is  evident  from  a perusal  of  the  whole  report  that  the 
Special  Committee  were  merely  intending  to  designate  the 
subject  from  which  they  were  quoting,  namely:  the  lan- 
guage of  Grand  Master  Reade  in  1865,  upon  the  subject  of 
negro  Masonry.  So  far  from  intending  to  reflect  upon  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  it  expresses  its  want  of  endorse- 
ment of  the  charge  by  the  use  of  the  words  ‘ ‘ alleged  action.  ’ ’ 
In  1866  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  made  all  proper 
explanation  of  its  language  in  1865.  It  exonerated  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  from  any  improper  action,  or 
endorsement  of  clandestine  Masonry,  and  only  preferred 
the  mild  'complaint  that  it  was  not  warned  by  that  Grand 
Body  of  the  existence  of  the  negro  organization  styling 
itself  “The  Grand  Lqdge  of  New  York.”  If  the  New  York 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  had  taken  the  slight 
trouble  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  next  year,  1866,  it  would  have  seen 
that  all  proper  explanations  had  been  made. 

Your  Committee  concur  in  the  views  of  the  New  York 
Committee  that  the  highest  Masonic  courtesy  should  always 
characterize  every  expression  of  a Committee  of  a Grand 
Lodge,  especially  towards  so  honorable  a jurisdiction  as  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  Brit  due  allowance  should  be 
made  for  the  sensitive  condition  of. the  public  mind  of  the 
South  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Members  of  a i*ace 
which  was  emerging  from  slavery  were  flaunting'  their 
alleged  Masonic  regularity  in  the  jurisdiction  of  North 
Carolina.  Publications  were  made  in  several  papers  that 
negro  lodges  were  organized  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
“Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,”  and  no  denial  was  made. 
It  is  true  that  Grand  Master  Reade  and  the  Committee  did 
not  make  sufficient  enquiry  into  the  facts.  The  Committee 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  simply  made  their  action  contingent 
upon  the  truth  of  the  claim  of  the  negro  Masons,  and  the 
statements  of  the  newspapers,  that  these  lodges  were 
working  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  It  would 
have  been  better  if  they  had  ascertained  the  falsity  of  the 
statements  in  advance. 

It  is  enough  for  your  Committee  to  recommend  that  we 
should  repeat  now  the  declaration  of  1866,  that  the  charge 
against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  expressed  condition- 
ally, was  baseless,  that  the  negro  lodges  claiming  to  work 
in  North  Carolina  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York 
were  clandestine.  They  recommend  that  the  resolution  of 
1899  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words:  “That  the 

alleged  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  recog'- 
nizing  negro  lodges,”  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  “of  the  recognition  of  clandestine  negro  lodges.” 

We  declare  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina 
was  convinced  in  1866,  and  has  ever  since  known,  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  does  not  recognize  clandestine 
negro  lodges.  But  we  are  constrained  to  repeat,  notwith- 
standing the  advice  of  the  New  York  Committee,  our  ap- 
proval of  the  sentiment  that  a recognition  of  a clande- 
stine negro  lodge  is  “intolerable  and  against  the  ancient 
landmarks  of  Masonry.” 
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We  have  never  applied  this  language  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  H.  Busbee, 

W.  T.  Caho, 

. W.  B.  McKoy, 

J.  H.  F LEMING, 

Committee. 

Bro.  W.  T.  Caho,  from  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  following  reports,  which 
were  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  attached  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
De  La  Isla  De  Cuba-Habana,  beg  to  report  that  the  infor- 
mation now  in  their  possession  is  not  sufficient  for  them  to 
pass  upon  their  right  to  claim  to  be  one  of  the  regular 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  world,  in  view  of  the  claims  of  other 
bodies  for  recognition.  We  would  ask  that  this  be  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to 
examine  with  care  into  the  standing  of  said  Grand  Body, 
and  report  at  next  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  found  entitled  to 
recognition,  the  Grand  Lodge  can  then  accord  to  them  fra- 
ternal recognition.  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  H.  Busbee, 

W.  B.  McKoy,  . 

W.  T.  Caho, 

For  the  Committee. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  attached  communication  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Costa  Rica,  under  the  seal  of  the  said  Grand 
Body,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
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We  find  that  their  Constitution  and  Code  of  By-laws 
conform  to  our  acceptation  of  the  principles  and  require- 
ments of  Masonry  in  all  respects.  But  we  further  find 
that  the  organization  of  the  said  Grand  Body  bears  date  of 
March  2 , 1900,  being  organized  with  four  Subordinate 
Lodges,  claiming  to  act  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Central  America.  . We  therefore  recommend  that 
this  communication  or  petition  of  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of 
Costa  Rica,  together  with  its  Constitution  and  By-laws, 
be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence, that  the  said  Committee  can  fully  investigate  the 
lawful  Masonic  standing  of  said  Grand  Body  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  if  found  entitled  to 
the  fraternal  recognition  of  this  Grand  Body. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  H.  Busbee, 

W.  B.  McKoy, 

W.  T.  Caho, 

For  the  Committee. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  8 o’clock,  p.  m. 
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Seconfc  S)a\>«  ajEvcning  Scestcm 

Wednesday,  January  9,  1901. 

Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  8 o’clock,  p.  m.,  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  B.  S.  Royster  presiding. 

The  proceedings  of  the  afternoon  session  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  Grand  Master  in  a neat  speech  introduced  the 
Grand  Orator,  Bro.  A.  C.  Davis,  who  delivered  a most 
admirable  extemporaneous  address  . 

Bro.  H.  I.  Clark  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are 
extended  to  Brother  Davis  for  his  excellent  address,  and  that 
the  same  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  this  Grand  Com- 
munication. 

Bro.  W.  T.  Caho  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved , That  Past  Grand  Master  Nichols  and  others, 
who  delivered  addresses  at  the  Centennial  Exercises  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  a copy  of  the  papers  read  by  them  in  the  pres- 
ence of  this  Grand  Lodge  last  night,  and  that  the  same  be 
published  as  an  appendix  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  F.  M.  Moye,  a col- 
lection was  taken  up  for  the  Orphan  Asylum.  Amount  of 
the  collection  was  $40.0 7. 
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The  hour  for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  having 
arrived,  the  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  tel- 
lers, viz  : 

W.  E.  Jones,  J.  L.  Cumin,  Dr.  John  Thames,  and 
Dr.  G.  W.  Watkins. 

The  election  resulted  as  follows  : 

B.  S.  ROYSTER Grand  Master. 

H.  I.  CLARK Deputy  Grand  Master. 

W.  S.  LIDDELL Senior  Grand  Warden. 

F.  D.  WINSTON Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WM.  SIMPSON Grand  Treasurer. 

JOHN  C.  DRE WRY Grand  Secretary. 

Bro,  J.  M.  Currin  was  elected  a Director  of  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Lecturers  were  requested  to 
exemplify  the  work  immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Bros.  T.  J.  Reed  and  W.  W.  Willson  were  appointed 
a Committee  to  Select  Installing  Officers. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refresh- 
ment until  tomorrow  morning  at  9:30  o’clock. 
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-/Iftorning  Session. 


Thursday,  January  io,  1901. 

Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  9:30  o’clock,  a.  m.,  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  B.  S.  Royster  presiding. 

The  proceedings  of  last  evening’s  session  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Installation  reported  that  they  had 
secured  the  services  of  Past  Grand  Master  Sam’l  H.  Smith, 
to  install  the  Grand  Officers,  and  Bro.  S.  E.  Gidney,  to  act 
as  Grand  Marshal. 

Bro.  J.  T.  Alderman,  from  the  Committee  on  Propo- 
sitions and  Grievances  No.  2,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  No.  2, 
to  whom' was  referred  the  petition  of  H.  F.  Brandon,  report 
as  follows: 

In  the  year  1888  the  said  H.  F.  Brandon  was  indefi- 
nitely suspended  by  the  now  extinct  Clinton  Lodge  No.  107. 

He  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  A Committee  was 
appointed  at  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1889,  to 
investigate  and  report.  After  a thorough  investigation  the 
Grand  Lodge  sustained  the  Subordinate  Lodge.  He  now 
petitions  the  Grand  Lodge  for  reinstatement. 

After  gaining  all  the  information  at  our  disposal,  your 
Committee  recommend  that  a Special  Committee  be  ap- 
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pointed  to  examine  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  report  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  Alderman, 

U.  L.  Spence, 

Eric  Norden, 

Committee. 


The  Grand  Master  referred  the  above  report  to  the 
Standing  Committee  No.  r on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  hour  for  the  Special  Order  having  arrived,  it  was 
taken  up,  and  after  discussion  the  resolution  was  tabled. 

The  Grand  Officers  were  installed  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Sam’l  H.  Smith,  Bro.  S.  E.  Gidney  acting  as  Grand 
Marshal. 


ELECTED  OFFICERS. 


B.  S.  ROYSTER  

H.  I.  CLARK 

W.  S.  LIDDELL  

F.  D.  WINSTON 

WM.  SIMPSON  

JOHN  C.  DREWRY. 


.Grand  Master. 

.Deputy  Grand  Master. 
.Senior  Grand  Warden. 
.Junior  Grand  Warden. 
.Grand  Treasurer. 
Grand  Secretary. 


APPOINTED  OFFICERS. 


Thos.  Bell 

B.  W.  Hatcher 

S.  M.  Gattis 

T.  J.  Reed 

A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr 

A.  K.  Smith  

E.  W.  O’Haneon 

R.  N.  Hackett 

Dr.  F.  M.  Winchester 
R.  H.  Bradley  


.Grand  Chaplain. 
.Grand  Lecturer. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
Grand  Marshal. 

.Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
..Grand  Pursuivant. 
.Grand  Steward. 

Grand  Steward. 

.Grand  Tiler. 


Appropriate  speeches  were  made  by  the  Grand  Officers, 
returning  thanks  for  honors  conferred. 

Past  Grand  Master  John  Nichols,  from  the  Special 
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Committee  to  draft  resolutions  to  voice  the  sentiments  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  regard  to  its  loss  in  the  death  of  Past 
Grand  Master  H.  H.  Munson,  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  unanimously  adopted  with  a rising 
vote  : 

V 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  appropriate  reso- 
lutions in  memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Horace  H.  Munson, 
respectfully  report : 

The  presence  of  the  genial  face  of  a lovely  character,  of 
one  that  has  brought  sunshine  and  cheer  to  our  meetings  for 
a third  of  a century,  is  absent  at  this,  our  first  Annual 
Communication  in  the  new  century.  Past  Grand  Master 
Horace  H.  Munson  is  dead!  He  departed  this  life  in  the 
City  of  Wilmington,  September  9,  1900,  full  of  years  and 
full  of  honors.  His  life  had  been  a busy  one,  and  well  did 
he  fulfill  all  his  obligations  to  his  family,  his  Fraternity  and 
the  community  in  which  he  lived  so  long,  and  to  his  State. 

We  take  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  State  the  following  sketch  of  Brother  Munson’s  life  and 
services : 

Horace  H.  Munson  was  born  in  Cazenovia,  New  York, 
March  1,  1827.  Removed  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  in  1853, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  made  a Master  Mason 
in  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  1 in  1865.  He  was  soon  promoted 
to  the  East  and  was  Master  for  the  years  1868  to  1873,  both 
inclusive.  He  was  at  once  identified  with  Masonic  interests 

in  the  State,  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  served  in  this 

* 

capacity  during  the  years  1877  and  1878.  Pie  was  exalted 
to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  Concord  Chapter  (now  Plantag- 
enet)  No.  1 in  1865,  and  was  made  High  Priest  in  1877, 
and  was  re-elected  in  i878-’79-’So  and  ’81.  Before  he  was 
High  Priest  in  his  Chapter,  he  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  and  served  two  terms,  viz.  : 1874  and  1875.  He 
took  the  Council  Degrees  in  AVilmington  Council  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  No.  4 in  1866,  and  served  as  Thrice  Illustrious 
Master  in  1874  and  1875.  AVas  elected  Thrice  Illustrious 
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Grand  Master  in  1872  and  re-elected  in  1873,  again  serving 
in  the  Grand  before  reaching  the  East  in  the  Subordinate 
Body.  He  was  made  a Templar  in  Wilmington  Command- 
ery  No.  1,  April  13,  1872,  and  was  soon  made  Eminent 
Commander,  viz.  : 1875,  and  served  through  1876  and  1877. 
He  attended  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Chicago  in  1880, 
and  assisted  in  securing  a charter  for  Durham  Command- 
ery  No.  3,  and  soon  thereafter  was  delegated  to  constitute 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  elected 
the  first  Grand  Commander  in  1881  and  served  three  years. 
He  was  made  a Shriner  on  the  14th  of  May,  1896.  As  a 
Mason  he  has  received  all  the  honors  within  the  gift  of  his 
brethren.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

We  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
following : 

Resolved , That  bowing  reverently  in  resignation  to  this 
divine  decree  of  the  Almighty,  we  can  but  make  the  memory 
of  our  departed  brother  an  example  for  our  own  lives ; that 
we  may,  like  him,  at  death  leave  behind  us  the  glory  of 
well-spent  lives. 

Resolved,  That  to  those  bound  to  him  even  closer  than 
we,  by  ties  of  kinship  and  affection,  we  tender  our  sincere 
sympathy,  calling  to  mind  the  promise  that  the  loved  and 
the  lost  shall  meet  again  where  parting  is  no  more. 

Resolved,  That  a memorial  page  be  inserted  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  commemorate  the  life  and 
virtue  of  our  beloved  brother. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

j.  E.  Matthews, 

A.  J.  Harris, 

John  Nichols, 

Committee. 
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Standing  Committees  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
announced  as  follows  : 

J urisprudence  : 

F.  H.  Busbee,  W.  B.  McKoy,  W.  T.  Caho,  T.  B.  Womack,  J.  H. 
Fleming,  S.  W.  Minor,  E.  F.  Lamb,  H.  C.  Butler. 

Propositions  and  Grievances  : 

No.  i. — W.  H.  McLaurin,  D.  M.  Hines,  E.  B.  Blackwell. 

No.  2. — J.  T.  Alderman,  Eric  Norden,  U.  L-  Spence. 

Foreign  Correspondence : 

John  A.  Collins,  J.  G.  Snyder,  J.  F.  Griffith. 

Finance  : 

W.  H.  Bain,  W.  E.  Faison,  D.  S.  Hamilton. 

Special  Committee  on  Masonic  Temple  : 

S.  M.  Gattis,  John  W.  Cotten,  J.  S.  Carr,  J.  S.  Cuningham,  A.  J. 
Harris. 

Credentials  : 

W.  E.  Jones,  H.  F.  Smith,  W.  T.  Harding. 

Orphan  Asylum: 

Sam’l  H.  Smith,  J.  L.  Currin,  F.  D.  Jones,  S.  L.  Parks,  F.  M.  Moye, 
W.  E.  Sanderson,  Dr.  John  Thames,  J.  G.  Hunt,  S.  E.  Gidney,  C.  W. 
Morgan. 

Special  Committee  on  Charity  : 

John  Nichols,  John  W.  Thompson,  G.  N.  Walters. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Lecturer  Hatcher  a memorial 
page  in  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  was  ordered  set  aside 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Bro.  W.  P.  Williams. 

Bro.  A.  A.  Marshall  was  appointed  Grand  Orator  for 
the  next  Annual  Communication. 

Bro.  Robt.  H.  Bradley  was  re-appointed  Grand  Libra- 


rian. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 


IOI 


The  Grand  Lodge,  having  concluded  its  business,  the 
proceedings  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in  ample  form. 

Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 


A ttest  : 


B.  S.  ROYSTER, 

Grand  Master. 


John  C.  Drewry, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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LODGES 

I’.VDEK  THE  .TtiRXSDICTION  OK  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH 

Carolina. 


NAME. 


NO. 


St.  John’s i 

Royal  White  Hart 2 


■St.  John’s | 3 

Charity  | 5 

Unanimity I 7 

Phoenix  1 8 

American  George j 17 

Phalanx  | 31 

Stokes j 32 


Davie j 39 

Hiram  40 

Liberty  J 45 

Hall  .' 53 

King  Solomon j 56 

Concord  1 58 

Kilwinning  ; 64 


Eagle 


7i 


Golden  Fleece  .. 

Widow’s  Son 

Greensboro  

Zion 

LaFayette 

Fellowship  

Morning  Star 

Skewarkey  

Western  Star 

Joseph  Warren.. 

Jerusalem  

St.  John’s., 

Neuse 

Hiram  

Fulton 

Warren  

Columbus  

Orr 

Perquimans 

Franklin 

Wayne  

Person  

St.  Albans 

Holly  Springs... 
Mount  Lebanon 
Mount  Hermon,. 

Logan 

Franklinton 

Mill  Creek 


74 

75 

76 
Si 

83 

84 

85 
9° 

91 

92 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

101 

102 
104 
106 
109 

112 

113 

114 

1 15 

117 

1 18 
121 

123 

125 


POST-OFFICE.  j COUNTY. 


Wilmington  

Halifax  

Newbern  

Windsor  

Edenton 

Fayetteville  

Murfreesboro  

Charlotte 

Concord  

Roxobel  

Raleigh.. 

Wilkesboro 

Indian  Town 

Jackson 

Tarboro  

Wadesboro  

Hillsboro  

Milton 

Camden  Court  House 

Greensboro 

Trenton 

Jacksonville 

Smithfield 

Nashville 

Williamston  

Rutherfordton  

Moyton 

Hookerton 

Kinston  

Neuse 

Clinton  

Salisbury 

Kenansville :.. 

Pittsboro  

Washington  

Hertford 

Beaufort 

Goldsboro 

Roxboro 

Lumberton 

Holly  Springs 

Wilson  

Asheville 

Jamestown 

Franklinton  

Newton  Grove 


New  Planover.... 

Halifax 

Craven  

Bertie  

Chowan  

Cumberland 

Hertford 

Mecklenburg  .... 

Cabarrus 

Bertie  

Wake 

Wilkes  

Currituck  

Northampton  .... 

Edgecombe 

Anson 

Orange 

Caswell  

Camden  

Guilford 

Jones 

Onslow 

Johnston  

Nash 

Martin.. 

Rutherford 

Wilson  

Greene 

Lenoir 

Wake 

Sampson  , 

Rowan  

Duplin  

Chatham  

Beaufort 

Perquimans 

Carteret 

Wayne  

Person 

Robeson  

Wake 

Wilson 

Buncombe 

Guilford  

Franklin 

Sampson  


GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
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NAME. 

NO. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY. 

Gatesville  

126 

Gatesville  

Gates 

Blackmer 

I27 

Mt.  Gilead 

Montgomerv 

Hanks  

128 

Franklins ville  

Randolph 

Han  River  

1 20 

Madison 

Rockingham 

Radiance 

I32 

Snow  Hill 

Greene 

Mocksville 

I34 

Mocksville  

Davie 

Leaksville 

136 

Leaksville 

Rockingham 

Lincoln 

137 

Lincolnton  

Lincoln 

King  Solomon 

138 

Burgaw  

Pender  

Mount  Energy 

140 

Mount  Energy. 

Granville 

Carolina 

141 

Ansonville  

Anson  .. 

Mount  Vernon 

143 

Ore  Hill 

Chatham  .. 

Junaluska 

145 

Franklin 

Macon 

Cherokee  

146 

Murphy  

Cherokee 

Palmyra 

147 

Dunn 

Harnett  

Adoniram 

149 

Adoniram 

Granville 

Chalmers  

I5I 

Tempting 

Moore 

White  Stone 

155 

Wakefield 

Wake  .... 

Rolesville 

r56 

Rolesville  

Wake 

Mount  Pleasant 

157 

Rogers’  Store 

Wake 

Knap  of  Reeds 

158 

Knap  of  Reeds 

Granville 

Yadkin 

162 

Yadkinville 

Yadkin 

Deep  River 

164 

Coleridge  

Randolph 

Archer  

165 

Archer  Lodge. 

J ohnston 

Winston 

167 

Winston 

Forsyth 

Blackmer  

I7° 

Weaverville 

Buncombe 

Buffalo  : 

172 

Jonesboro 

Moore 

George  Washington 

174 

Elm  Grove 

Chatham 

Polloksville 

175 

Polloksville 

Jones 

Mecklenburg  . 

176 

Davidson 

Mecklenburg 

Siloam  

178 

Harrell’s  Store 

Sampson  

Carthage  

181 

Carthage 

Moore  

Sandv  Creek 

185 

Laurel 

Franklin  .. 

Pine  Forest 

1S6 

Leaflet  

Harnett  

Central  Cross 

187 

Spring  Hope 

Nash  

Balfour 

188 

Ashboro 

Randolph 

Fair  Bluff 

190 

Fair  Bluff 

C olumbus  

Granite  

iQl 

Clayton * 

Johnston 

Burnsville  

192 

Burnsville  

Vaneev 

Mount  Olivet 

IQ1^ 

Erect  

Randolph 

Carv 

198 

Carv 

Wake 

Cleveland 

202 

Shelby  

Cleveland 

Roanoke 

20^ 

Weldon 

Halifax  

Berea  

204 

Berea  

Granville 

Long  Creek 

205 

Bristow  

Mecklenburg  .... 

Mingo 

20b 

Bass 

Sampson  

Lebanon  

207 

Whiteville 

Columbus 

Randleman 

209 

Randleman 

Randolph 

Thomasville  

214 

Thomasville 

Davidson 

Catawba  Valiev 

217 

Morgantown  

Burke  

William  G.  Hill 

218 

Raleigh  

Wake 

Wilson  

226 

Olin  

Iredell 

Jonesville 

227 

Jonesville 

Yadkin 

McCormick  

228 

Broadway 

Moore 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


IO4 


NAME. 


POST-OFFICE. 


COUNTY. 


Henderson 

Corinthian 

William  T.  Bain 

Gunter 

Lenoir 

Cokesbury 

Mystic  Tie 

Atlantic  

Rountree 

Monroe 

Catawba 

Pj'thagoras  

Rockford  

Lily  Valley 

Lee 

Oaks  

Keuly  

Harnett 

Waynesville  

Excelsior  

Hibriten 

Gaston  

Farmington 

Durbin  

Dunn’s  Rock  . . 

Unaka  

East  Bend 

Tobasco  

Bingham  

Watauga 

Beaver  Dam 

Green  Level 

Rehoboth 

Eureka 

Greenville 

Flat  Creek 

Cedar  Rock 

Salem  

French  Broad.... 

Vance  

Atlantic 

Stonewall 

Toisnot  

Hunting  Creek  . 

Pamlico  

Clay 

Lillington  

Evergreen  

Pleasant  Hill.... 

Laurinburg 

Galatia 

Patterson 

Randolph 

Hatcher 


229 

2X0 

231 

232 

233 
235 

237 

238 

243 

244 

248 

249 

251 

252 

253 
255 

257 

258 

259 
26] 

262 

263 

265 

266 

267 

268 

269 
',71 

272 

273 

276 

277 
279 
284 

284 

285 

286 
289 

292 

293 

294 
296 

298 

299 

300 

301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 

309 

310 


Henderson. 

| Rocky  Mount. 

j Kader  

1 Haywood 

j LaGrange  

May 

Marion 

| Moyock  

j Grifton  (Pitt) 

Monroe 

J Newton  

J Southport 

Rockford  

| Sunbury  

Taylorsville 

Oaks  

J Kenly 

! Bradley’s  Store.. 

Waynesville  

Charlotte 

Lenoir  

Dallas 

F'armington 

Autryville  

Brevard 

Webster 

East  Bend 

Gibsonville 

Haw  River..... 

Boone  

Marshville  

Ewing  

Teacheys  

Concord  

Greenville 

N oise 

Cedar  Rock 

Salem 

Marshall  

Democrat 

Swan  Quarter 

Robersonville 

Elm  City 

Eagle  Mills 

Aurora 1 

Hayesville  

j Lillington  

Spout  Springs.. 

Repose 

| Laurinburg 

j Raeford  : 

Mount  Pleasant. 

Troy  

Boyett  


Vance 

Nash 

Wake 

Chatham  

Lenoir  

Harnett. 

McDowell 

Currituck....; 

Lenoir 

Union  

Catawba 

Brunswick  

Surry 

Gates  

Alexander 

Orange 

Johnston  

Harnett  

Haywood 

Mecklenburg  .... 

Caldwell  

Gaston  

Davie 

Sampson  

Transylvania 

Jackson 

Yadkin  

Guilford  

Alamance 

Watauga 

Union 

Wake 

Duplin  

Rowan  

Pitt 

Chatham  

Franklin 

Forsyth 

Madison 

Buncombe 

Hyde  

Martin 

Wilson  

Iredell 

Beaufort  

Clay  

Harnett  

Harnett  

Lenoir 

Richmond 

Cumberland 

Cabarrus 

Montgomery 

Wilson  
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NAME.  : NO. 


Notla 

. 312 

King  Solomon ! 

313 

New  Lebanon 

314 

Kinston 

316 

Eureka 

317 

Wilmington  

3W 

Selma  

3 20 

White  Hill 

321 

Granite 

322 

Wentworth 

324 

Falling  Creek 

325 

Winton  j 

327 

Mattamuskeet  j 

328 

Black  Creek 

330 

Bayboro  i 

331 

Ashepole  

335 

Ionic 

337 

Fair  View 

339 

Harmony [ 

340 

Rock  Spring ' 

341 

Hickory 

343 

Numa  F.  Reed 

344 

Stanlv  

348 

Durham  

3^2 

Moravian 

353 

Dellaplane  

355 

Fallston  

356 

Bakersville  

357 

East  La  Porte 

358 

Mount  Vernon 

359 

May  on 

360 

Snow  

363 

Craighead  

366 

Mount  Pisgah 

368 

Gastonia 

369 

Mars  Hill 

^70  ! 

Bethel 

X12 

Elk 

373 

State  Line 

375 

Y oungsville 

377 

Seaboard 

378 

Coharie  

379 

Granville 

380 

Forest  City 

381 

Shawnee  

382 

Reidsville  

384 

Scottsville  

383 

Pigeon  River 

386 

Kedron  

387 

Mooresboro 

388 

Temperance  

389 

Copeland 

39° 

Lebanon 

IQI 

White  Rock 

392 

14 


PC^ST— OFFICE. 


Culberson  

Lumber  Bridge... 

South  Mills 

Kinston  

Elizabeth  City  .... 

Wilmington  

Selma 

Greenwood 

Mount  Airy 

Wentworth 

Grantham  

Winton  

Lake  Landing 

Black  Creek 

Bay boro  

Rowland 

Kittrell 

King’s  Mountain 

Fremont 

Triangle  

Hickory  

High  Point 

Albemarle  

Durham 

Moravian  Falls. ... 

Straw 

Fallston  

Bakersville 

Tuckaseigee 

Oriental 

Ammon  

Sugar  Grove 

Huntersville  

Williams’  Mills  . 

Gastonia 

Mars  Hill 

Morven  

Todd 

Grover  

Youngsville 

Margarettsville.. . 

Owenville  

Grissom 

Forest  City 

Monbo  

Reidsville  

Furches 


Hendersonville 

Ellenboro..... 

Coxville 

Copeland 

Hope  Mills 

White  Rock.... 


COUNTY. 


Cherokee 

Robeson  

Camden  

Lenoir 

Pasquotank  

New  Hanover.... 

Johnston  

Moore 

Surry 

Rockingham  .... 

Wayne  

Hertford 

Hyde  

Wilson  

Pamlico  

Robeson  

Vance 

Cleveland 

Wayne  

Lincoln 

Catawba 

Guilford  

Stanly  

Durham 

Wilkes : ... 

Wilkes  

Cleveland 

Mitchell  

Jackson 

Pamlico  

Bladen 

Watauga 

Mecklenburg  .... 

' Chatham  

Gaston  

Madison 

Anson 

Watauga 

Cleveland 

Franklin  

Northampton .... 

Sampson  

Granville 

Rutherford  ........ 

Catawba 

Rockingham 

Ashe  

Haywood 

Henderson  

Cleveland 

Pitt 

Surry 

. Cumberland 

. j Madison 


io6 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


NAME. 


Tally  Ho 

Cape  Fear 

Orient  

Oxford 

Bald  Creek 

Centre 

Conoho  

Joppa 

Dobson  

Siler  City 

Farmers  

Ocean  

Ivy 

Liberty  Grove  .. 

University 

Bula 

Rockville  

H.  F.  Grainger  . 

Louisburg  

New  Hope 

Bellview 

Maxton 

Potecasi  

Greenwood  

Harmon 

Boonville 

Yadkin  Falls 

Sparta  

Baltimore 

Eastern  Star 

Montgomery 

Oconee  

Stokesdale 

Sea  Side 

Rockyford  

Relief 

King’s  Cre^k 

Vanceboro 

West  Bend 

Blue  Ridge 

Star  

Marble  Spring... 

Clingman 

Pleasant  Mount 

Waxhaw 

Roper 

Marietta 

Mountain  Park... 

Biltmore  

Enfield  

Ingold 

Lone  Oak 

Polenta  

Ashler 


NO. 

POST-OFFICE. 

393 

Stem  

394 

Little  River  Academy 

395 

Wilmington  

396 

Oxford  

397 

Bald  Creek 

39s 

Jupiter  

399 

Hamilton  

401 

Old  Fort 

402 

Dobson  

403 

Siler  Citv 

404 

Farmers 

405 

Morehead  Cit}’ 

406 

Paint  Fork 

407 

North  Wilkesboro. 

408 

Chapel  Hill 

409 

Burlington 

41X 

Stanhope 

412 

Dabney  

413 

Louisburg 

4L5 

Purlear 

416 

Cobbs  

417 

Maxton  

418 

Potecasi 

419 

Godwin. 

420 

Cross  Roads  Church.... 

421 

Boonville 

422 

New  London 

423 

Sparta  

424 

Tracadia  

42.5 

Day  Book 

426 

Letitia  

427 

Bryson  City 

428 

Stokesdale  

429 

Swansboro 

430 

Kapp’s  Mill 

43i 

Benson  

432 

Pinev  Creek 

433 

Vanceboro  

434 

Panther  Creek 

435 

Highlands  

437 

Star 

439 

Marble  

440 

Clingman 

441 

Absher 

442 

Waxhaw 

443 

Roper 

444 

Ramseur. 

445 

Hot  Springs 

446 

Biltmore  

447 

Enfield 

448 

In  gold 

449 

Robbinsville  

450 

Polenta  

45i 

Summit 

COUNTY. 


Granville 

Cumberland 

| New  Hanover.... 

Granville  

Yancey 

Buncombe 

Martin 

McDowell 

Surry 

Chatham  

Randolph  

Carteret 

Madison 

Wilkes  

Orange 

Alamance 

Nash 

Vance  

Franklin 

Wilkes  

Cherokee 

Robeson  

Northampton  .... 

Cumberland  

Yadkin 

Yadkin 

Stanly  

Alleghany  

Yadkin 

Yancey  

Cherokee  

Swain  

Guilford  

Onslow 

Surry 

Johnston. 

Alleghany 

Craven  

Yadkin  

Macon 

Montgomery 

Cherokee 

Wilkes  

Wilkes  

Union 

Washington  

Randolph 

Madison 

Buncombe 

Halifax  

Sampson  

Graham  

Johnston  

Watauga 
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NAME. 

| 

Grifton 

Clyde 

Elkin 

Pineville 

Rusk  j 

Grapevine 

Dillsboro 

Henrietta 

Matthews 

South  Fork 

Currituck 

Boiling  Springs 

Gulf 

King  Hiram 

Healing  Springs 

Millingport  

Sanford  

Scotland  Neck 

Grassy  Knob 

Sonoma 

Lexington 

St.  Paul’s 

Grimesland  

Big  Lick 

Eagle  Springs 

Four  Oaks 

Rainbow... 

Mill  Creek 

Springhope  

Saluda  

Trap  Hill 

Aberdeen 

Brasstown  

Lawndale 

Statesville 

Rich  Square 

Linvi  le  .: 

Buggaboo 

Hominy 

Thomas  M.  Holt 

Pilot  

John  A.  Graves.. 

Rockingham 

Mooresville 

Royal  Hart 

Ay den  

Creedmoor 

Raleigh  

Red  Springs 

Cookville 

Buie’s  Creek 

Luke  McGlaughan 

Cherry  ville 

Unaka  


NO. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY. 

452 

Grifton  

Pitt 

453 

Clyde 

Haywood 

454 

Elkin 

Surry 

455 

Pineville 

Mecklenburg  .... 

456 

Rusk . 

Surry 

Grapevine  

Madison 

4 to 

Dillsboro 

Jackson 

460 

Henrietta 

Rutherford 

461 

Matthews 

Mecklenburg  . 

462 

McAdensville 

Gaston  

463 

Coinjock 

Currituck  .. .. 

464 

Boiling  Springs 

Cleveland 

465 

Gulf 

Chatham 

466- 

Edonia 

Cumberland  ... 

46? 

Grumpier 

Ashe  

468 

Millingport 

Stanly  .... 

4oq 

Sanford 

Moore 

470 

Scotland  Neck 

Halifax 

471 

Osbornville  

Iredell 

47  2 

Sonoma  

Haywood 

47^ 

Lexington 

Davidson 

474 

St.  Paul’s 

Robeson  

47s 

Grimesland 

Pitt 

476 

Big  Lick 

Stanly 

477 

Eagle  Springs.. 

Moore 

478 

Four  Oaks 

Johnston 

479 

Arapahoe 

Pamlico  

4S0 

Harpers  

Johnston 

481 

Spring  Hope 

Nash 

482 

Saluda 

Polk 

483 

Trap  Hill 

Wilkes  

484 

Aberdeen  

Moore 

485 

Brasstown  

Clay  

486 

Lawndale..... 

Cleveland 

487 

Statesville 

Iredell 

488 

Rich  Square 

Northampton  ... 

489 

Montezuma 

Mitchell 

49° 

Dimette  

Wilkes  

4QI 

Candler 

Buncombe 

492 

Graham  

Alamance 

49^ 

Pilot  Mountain 

Surry 

494 

Yanceyville 

Caswell  

4Q^ 

Rockingham 

Richmond 

4q6 

Mooresville  

Iredell 

4a  7 

Littleton  

Halifax 

4c8 

Ayden  

Pitt 

499 

Creedmoor  

Granville 

500 

Raleigh 

Wake 

5°  I 

Red  Springs 

Robeson  ..  . 

502 

Henrv 

1 Catawba 

503 

Poes 

1 Harnett 

504 

Ahoskie  

j Hertford 

505 

Cherrvville  

j Gaston  

506 

LTnaka  

1 Cherokee 

io8 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


STATEMEN T 

Of  Lodges  Given  According  to  Counties. 


NAMES  OF  LODGES. 


ALAMANCE. 

Thomas  M.  Holt 

Bingham  

Bula 


Lee 


ALEXANDER. 


ALLEGHANY. 

King’s  Creek  

Sparta 

ANSON. 

Bethel 

Carolina 

Kilwinning  

ASHE. 

Scottsville 

Healing  Springs  

BEAUFORT. 

Orr 

Pamlico 


BERTIE. 

Charity 

Davie 

BLADEN. 

Mayon 

BRUNSWICK. 

Pythagoras  

BUNCOMBE. 

Biltmore 

Blaclcmer 

Centre 

Mount  Hermon 

Vance  

Hominy  .: 

BURKE. 

Catawba  Valley 

CABARRUS. 

Patterson 

Stokes 


NO. 


49  2 
272 
409 


253 


432 

423 


141  j 
64 


385 

467 


104 

300 


5 

39 

360 


249 

446 

170 

398 

118 

293 

491 

217 


307  I 
32  | 


NAMES  OF  LODGES. 

NO. 

CALDWELL. 

Hibriten 

262 

CAMDEN. 

New  Lebanon 

314 

Widow’s  Son  

75 

CARTERET. 

Franklin.. 

IO9 

Ocean  

405 

CASWELL. 

John  A.  Graves 

494 

Golden  Fleece 

74 

CATAWBA. 

Catawba 

248 

Cookville 

502 

Hickory 

M2> 

Shawnee  

382 

CHATHAM. 

Columbus  

102 

Flat  Creek 

285 

George  Washington 

174 

Gunter  

232 

Mount  Pisgah 

368 

Mount  Vernon 

143 

Siler  City 

403 

Gulf 

465 

CHEROKEE. 

Bellview 

416 

Cherokee 

146 

Marble  Spring 

439 

Montgomery 

426 

Notla 

312 

Unaka 

506 

CHOWAN. 

Unanimity 

7 

CLAY. 

Brasstown  

485 

Clay 

301 

CLEVELAND. 

Cleveland  

202 

Double  Shoals 

356 

Fairview 

339 

GRAND  DODGE.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
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NAMES  OF  LODGES. 


Cleveland — Continued. 

Lawndale 

Mooresboro 

State  Line 

Boiling  Springs 

COLUMBUS. 

Fair  Bluff 

Lebanon 


486 

3S8 

375 

464 


190 

207 


NAMES  OE  LODGES. 


franklin — Continued . 

Sandy  Creek 

Youngsville  

GASTON. 

Air  Line 

Cherryville 

Gaston 

South  Fork 


NO. 


1S5 

377 


369 

505 

263 

462 


CUMBERLAND. 

Cape  Fear 

Durbin . 

Galatia 

Greenwood 

Lebanon 

Phoenix  

King  Hiram  


394 

266 

306 

419 

39 1 
8 

466 


CURRITUCK. 

Atlantic  

Hall 

Currituck 

CRAVEN. 

St.  John’s  

Vanceboro 

DAVIDSON. 

Lexington 

Thomasville 


238 

53 

463 


3 

433 


473 

214 


DAVIE. 


Farmington  

Mocksville  

DUPLIN. 

Rehoboth  

Warren 

DURHAM. 

Durham  

EDGECOMBE. 

Concord  

Rising  Sun 

FORSYTH. 

Salem 

Winston • 

FRANKLIN. 

Cedar  Rock 

Franklinton 

Louisburg 


265 

134 


279 

101 


352 


58 

438 


289 

167 

286 

123 

413 


GATES. 

Gatesville  

Lily  Valley 

GRAHAM. 

Lone  Oak  

GRANVILLE. 

Adoniram 

Berea 

Creedmoor 

Granville 

Knap  of  Reeds  

Mount  Energy 

Oxford 

Tally  Ho  

GREENE. 

Jerusalem  

Radiance 

GUILFORD. 

Numa  F.  Reid 

Greensboro 

Logan 

Stokesdale 

Tobasco 


HALIFAX. 

Enfield 

Roanoke 

Royal  White  Hart 

Royal  Hart 

Scotland  Neck 

HARNETT. 

Buie’s  Creek 

Colcesbury 

Evergreen  

Harnett  

Lillington  

Palmyra 

Pine  Forest 


126 

252 


449 


149 

204 

499 

380 

15S 

140 

396 

393 


95 

132 


344 

76 

121 

42S 

271 


447 

203 

2 

497 

470 


503 

235 

303 

258 

302 

147 

186 


I IO 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


NAMES  OF  LODGES.  I NO.  I NAMES  OF  LODGES. 


HAYWOOD. 

Clyde  ; 453 

Pigeon  River  | 386 

Sonoma  - ! 472 

Waynesville 259 

HENDERSON. 

Kedron | 387 

HERTFORD. 

American  George j 17 

Luke  McGlaughan j 504 

Winton 327 

HYDE. 


Atlantic  

Mattamuskeet  

IREDELL. 

Mooresville  — 

Grassy  Knob  

Hunting  Creek  

Statesville  

Wilson 


294 

328 


496 

471 

299 

487 

226 


JACKSON. 


Dillsboro 

Unaka 

East  La  Porte 

JOHNSTON. 

Four  Oaks 

Archer 

Kenly 

Fellowship  

Granite 

Polenta  

Relief  ....'. 

Selina  

Mill  Creek 

JONES. 

Polloksville 

Zion 

LENOIR. 

Kinston  

Lenoir 

Pleasant  Hill..  

Rountree  

St.  John’s  

Lincoln. 

Lincoln 

Rock  Spring 


459 

268 

358 


478 

165 

257 

84 

191 

450 

43i 

320 

480 


175 

81 


316 

233 

3°4 

243 

96 


137 

34i 


MACON. 

Blue  Ridge 

JunaluSka 

MADISON. 

French  Broad 

Grapevine 

Ivy 

Mars  Hill 

Mountain  Park  

White  Rock 

MARTIN. 

Conoho 

Skewarkey  

Stonewall 

m’  DOWELL. 

Joppa  

Mystic  Tie 

MECKLENBURG. 

Long  Creek  

Craighead 

Excelsior 

Phalanx 

Pineville  

Matthews : 

Mecklenburg 

MITCHELL. 

Linville  

Bakersville 

MONTGOMERY. 

Randolph  

Star 

| Blackmer 

MOORE. 

Aberdeen  

Carthage  

Eagle  Springs 

Chalmers 

j White  Hill  

j McCormick 

j Sanford 

■1  Buffalo 

NASH. 

j Central  Cross 

1 Corinthian 

| Morning  Star 

|j  Rockville 

I Spring  Hope  


NO. 


435 

145 


292 

457 

406 

370 

445 

392 


399 

90 

296 


401 

237 

205 

366 

261 

3i 

455 

461 

176 


489 

357 


309 

437 

127 


484 

181 

477 

151 

^21 

228 

469 

172 


187 

230 

85 

411 

481 
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NAMES  OF  LODGES. 


NAMES  OF  DODGES. 


NO, 


NEW  HANOVER. 

Orient 

St.  John’s - 

Wilmington 

NORTHAMPTON. 

King  Solomon 

Potecasi 

Seaboard 

Rich  Square 

ONSLOW. 

LaFayette 

Sea  Side 


ORANGE. 

Eagle  

Oaks 

U Diversity 

PAMLICO. 

Bayboro 

Mount  Vernon 

Rainbow 

PASQUOTANK. 

Eureka 

PENDER. 

King  Solomon 

PERSON. 

Person  


395 

i 

319 


56 

418 

378 

488 


83 

429 


7i 

255 

408 


33i 

359 

479 


3i7 


138 


113 


PERQUIMANS. 

Perquimans  

PITT. 


106 


Grimesland.... 

Greenville 

Ayden 

Grifton 

Temperance  .. 


475 

284 

49S 

452 

389 


POEK. 

Saluda  4§2 

RANDOLPH. 

Randleman | 209 

Balfour *88 

Deep  River ; 164 

Farmers 404 

Hanks ! 128 

Marietta | 444 

Mount  Olivet 195 


RICHMOND. 

Rockingham  

Laurinburg 

ROBESON. 

St.  Paul’s  

King  Solomon 

Maxton 

St.  Albans  

Ashepole  

Red  Springs 

ROCKINGHAM. 

Dan  River 

Leaksville 

Reidsville 

Wentworth  

ROWAN. 

Eureka 

Fulton  

RUTHERFORD. 

Forest  City 

Henrietta 

Western  Star 

SAMPSON. 

Coharie  

Hiram 

Ingold  

Mill  Creek 

Mingo 

Siloam 

STANLY. 

Big  Lick 

Stanly  

Yadkin  Falls 

Millingport 

SURRY. 

Pilot 

Copeland 

Dobson 

Elkin 

Granite 

Rockford 

Rockyford  

Rusk  

SWAIN. 

Oconee 

TRANSYLVANIA. 
Dunn’s  Rock 


495 

3°5 


474 
313 
417 
1 14 
335 
501 


129 

138 

384 

324 

283 

99 

381 

460 

91 


379 

98 

448 

125 

206 

178 


476 

348 

422 

468 


493 

39° 

402 

454 

322 

251 

430 

456 


427 

267 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


NAMES  OF  LODGES. 

NO.  | 

| 

NAMES  OP  LODGES. 

UNION. 

Beaver  Dam  

276  | 

wayne — Continued. 
Wayne  

Monroe 

Waxhaw  

244  1 
442 

WILKES. 

Buggaboo 

VANCE. 

Clingman 

Henderson 

229  | 
412 
337 

Henry  F.-Grainger ; 

Ionic 

Liberty  Grove 

WAKE. 

Moravian 

New  Hope 

Green  Level 

277 

Pleasant  Mount  

Hiram 

40  1 

Trap  Hill  

Holly  Springs 

Mount  Pleasant 

Neuse  

ns 

157 

97 

156 

WILSON. 

i Black  Creek  

Rolesville 

Hatcher  

William  G.  Hill  

218 

Joseph  Warren  

William  T.  Bain  

23 1 

Mount  Lebanon  

White  Stone  

155 

Cary  

Raleigh 

198 

500 

YADKIN. 

WASHINGTON. 

Baltimore 

Boonville 

Roper 

443 

1 East  Bend 

WATAUGA. 

Harmon  

Ashler 

451 

373 

363 

273 

Jonesville  

Elk.... 

West  Bend  ... 

Snow 

| Yadkin 

Watauga 

WAYNE. 

YANCEY. 

| Bald  Creek  

Falling  Creek 

325 

340 

Burnsville 

Harmonj' 

Eastern  Star 

NO. 

1 1 2 

49O 

440 

335 

45 

407 

353 

4E5 

441 

483 

330 

3,10 

92 

117 

298 

424 

421 

269 

420 

227 

434 

162 

397 

192 

425 


INSCRIBED  TO  THE  MEMORY 


Assistant  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Lod$e 
of  North  Carolina. 


Born  March  13,  1833, 

Died  at  Davidson,  N.  G.,  April  9,  1990. 


AN  UPRIGHT  MAN  AND  A FAITHFUL  OFFICER. 


bist  of  foreign  Grand  bodges.  With  Names  and  Addresses  of  Grand  Secretaries. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
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Grasrjd  L.ocJi»es — Month  o?  Meetings — Addresses  of 
Grand  Secretaries. 


GRAND  DODGES. 

MEETS. 

GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

ADDRESSES. 

Alabama  . 

December  .. 

George  A.  Beauchamp 

Montgomery 

Arizona 

November.. 

George  J.  Roskruge... 

Tucson 

Arkansas 

November.. 

Fay  Henistead 

Little  Rock 

British  Columbia . 

June  

W.  J.  Ouinlan 

Victoria 

California 

Canada  

October 

July 

George  Johnson 

J . J . Mason  . 

San  Francisco 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Denver 

Colorado 

September.. 

Ed.  C.  Parmelee 

Connecticut 

January  

October 

John  H.  Barlow 

Hartford 

Delaware  

B.  F.  Bartram 

Wilmington 

Washington 

District  Columbia 

November.. 

W.  R.  Singleton 

Florida  . 

[anuary  .. 

Wilbor  P.  Webster 

Jacksonville 

Georgia 

October  ..  . 

W.  A.  Wollihin 

Idaho 

Illinois 

September. 
October  . 

Theo.  W.  Randall 

J.  H.  C.  Dill 

Boise  City' 
Bloomington 
Indianapolis 
Atoka 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory  .. 

May 

August 

William  H.  Smytlie  ... 
J.  S.  Murrow 

Iowa 

June 

Theo.  S.  Parin  . 

Cedar  Rapids 

Topeka 

Louisville 

Kansas 

February 

Albert  K.  Wilson 

Kentucky 

October  . 

H.  B.  Grant 

Louisiana 

February ... 
May 

Richard  Lambert 

Maine 

Stephen  Berry  . 

Manitoba  

Massachusetts 

June  

December  . 

William  G.  Scott 

Sereno  D.  Nickerson  . 

Winnipeg 

Boston 

Maryland  

Michigan  

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri  

November.. 

January  

January  

February ... 
October  ..  .. 

Jacob  H.  Medairy 

Jefferson  S.  Conover  . 
Thomas  Montgomery 

J.  L.  Power 

John  D.  Vincil 

Baltimore 

Coldwater 

St.  Paul 

Jackson 

St.  Louis 

Helena 

Omaha 

Montana 

Nebraska  

September. 
June  .. 

Cornelius  Hedges 

William  R.  Bowen 

Nevada  

June  

C.  N.  Note  ware 

New  Brunswick  .... 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  

April 

May... 

January  

J T.  Hart 

George  P.  Cleaves 

T.  H.  R.  Redway' 

St.  John 
Concord 
Trenton 

New  Mexico  

New  York  

October  .... 
June  

A.  A.  Keen 

E.  M.  L.  E hlere. . 

Albuquerque 
New  York 

North  Dakota  

June  

Frank  J.  Thompson  ... 

Fargo 

Nova  Scotia 

fune  

W.  Ross  ... 

Halifax 

Ohio 

October  . ... 

J.  H.  Bromwell 

Cincin  nati 

Oklahoma 

February ... 

J,  S.  Hunt 

Stillwater 

Oregon  

June  

James  F.  Robinson 

Eugene 

Pennsylvania 

Prince  Ed.  Island. 

December .. 
June  

W.  A.  Sinn  

Neil  Mackelvie 

Philadelphia 

Summerside 

Ouebec  

January  

John.  H.  Isaacson 

Montreal 

Rhode  Island  .. 

May 

Edwin  Baker 

Providence 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota  ... 

December  . 
June  

Charles  Inglesby 

George  A.  Pettigrew  . 
JohnP.  Garrett 

Charleston 

Flandreau 

Tennessee  

f anuary  .. 

Nashville 

Texas.. .. 

December 

John  Watson 

Houston 

U tah 

January 

Christopher  Diehl 

Salt  Lake  Cit\ 

Vermont 

June  

Warren  J.  Reymolds... 

Burlington 

Virginia  

December . 

Geo.  W.  Carrington... 

Richmond 

West  Virginia 

November. 

George  W.  Atkinson  . 

Charleston 

Wisconsin 

J une  

John  W.  Lafflin  

Milwaukee 

Wyoming 

December . 

W.  L.  Kuekendall  

. Saratoga 

j 
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Of  Other  Grand  Lodges 

Near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

GRAND  LODGE. 

NAME. 

RESIDENCE. 

Arkansas  

Fabius  II.  Busbee 

Raleigh 

British  Columbia  

II.  I.  Clark..  . 

Hamilton 

Canada  _ _ 

1 S.  M.  Beasley ... 

Poplar  Branch 

California  

J John  C.  Drewry  

Raleigh 

Colorado  _ 

William  A.  Blair 

Winston 

Connecticut 

William  L.  London... 

Pittsboro 

Delaware.  . . . 

W.  A.  Withers ... 

Raleigh 

District  of  Columbia 

Charles  H.  Robinson.. 

Wilmington 

Florida. 

Logan  M.  Totten... 

Hickory 

Georgia . 

H.  J.  Lovick.  . . 

Newbern 

Idaho  . 

Walter  Clark _. 

Raleigh 

Illinois  . 

Hezekiah  A.  Gudger  . 

Asheville 

Indiana ... 

Indian  Territory 

Col.  Thos.  S.  Kenan.  . 

Raleigh 

Kansas  . 

M.  C.  S.  Noble 

Wilmington 

Louisiana  . 

Maine  . 

David  Bell 

Enfield 

Manitoba  . 

Samuel  H.  Smith  

Winston 

Maryland  . . 

Thomas  J.  Reed. . ..... 

Biltmore 

Michigan... 

Robert  Bingham 

Asheville 

Minnesota . . _ 

F.  D.  Winston  . . 

Windsor 

Mississippi  . . ....  

Enoch  F.  Lamb . 

Elizabeth  City 

Missouri . . 

W.  E-  Moore  ....  ...  _ 

Webster 

Nebraska 

Will  X.  Coley  

Henderson 

N evada  . . 

J.  Frank  Tilson. 

Grapevine 

New  Brunswick  . . 

Dr.  J.  G.  Hunt 

Oxford 

New  Hampshire.  

John  C.  Chase . . 

Wilmington 

New  Jersey  ..  . ..  

W.  H.  Bain  ... 

Raleigh 

New  York . _ 

N.  B.  Broughton.. 

Raleigh 

North  Dakota _ 

William  Richardson . . 

Selma 

Nova  Scotia..  

Thomas  S.  Kenan ... 

Raleigh 

Oregon  . _ 

John  W.  Cotten _. 

Tarboro 

Ohio  ... ... 

Albert  M.  Noble  

Selma 

Pennsylvania  _ 

William  R.  Cox. 

Raleigh 

Rhode  Island  

H.  W.  Reinhart. __  ... 

Thomasville 

South  Carolina _ 

W.  T.  Calio... 

N ewbern 

South  Dakota 

A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr ...  . . 

Raleigh 

Sweden  •_  _ _ 

W.  W.  Willson 

Raleigh 

I ennessee _ _ _ 

J.  I..  Currin. . 

Henderson 

Victoria  _ 

Irskine  Pope 

Vermont  . .......  . 

Samuel  North orp 

Wilmington 

Virginia 

Dr.  F.  M.  Moye 

Moyton 

West  Virginia  . 

B.  S.  Royster.  . 

Oxford 

Wisconsin  1 

Richard  J.  Noble.. 

Selma 

GRAND  DODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
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Of  the  Grand  Ledge  of  North  Carolina  Near 

Other  Grand  Bodies. 

GRAND  DODGE. 

NAME. 

RESIDENCE. 

Arkansas  _ _ _ : _ 

J.  B.  Baker 

Melbourne 

British  Columbia  . 

James  Stone  . 

Bakersville 

Canada . _ 

John  Hoodless  . .. 

Hamilton,  Ontario 

California  - - ... 

Hiram  N.  Rucker. . . _ 

Oakland 

Colorado  

Joseph  W.  Milson 

Canon  Citv 

Connecticut.  ...  . . 

Augustus  C.  Golding.. 

Norw^alk 

Delaware  _ . . _ 

Dr.  Frank  Belville 

Delaware  City 

District  of  Columbia 

Jesse  W.  Lee,  Jr..  

Washington  Citv 

Florida  . . . . .... 

Jesse  J.  Combs 

Apopka 

Macon 

Georgia  . 

W.  A.  Wolihin 

Idaho 

F.  G.  Mock 

Mountain  Home 

Illinois  

Edward  C.  Pace . 

Ashley 

Indiana  

Elisha  F.  McLallen 

Columbia  Citv 

Indian  Territory 

Moze  W.  LaFayette..  _ 

Muskogee 

Kansas  . . . . 

Alex.  A.  Sharp . 

Larned 

Louisiana 

Samuel  M . Todd 

New  Orleans 

Maine  . _ ....  . . . . . . 

W.  R.  G.  Estes 

North  Anson 

Manitoba  . . . 

William  Crawford 

Medicine  Hat 

Maryland  . _ . 

Samuel  Eccles,  Jr  .... 

Baltimore 

Michigan  . ...  ... 

John  W.  Rowson . . 

Grand  Rapids 

Minnesota ...  .. 

B.  B.  Sprague 

St.  Paul 

Mississippi 

Rev.  A.  H.  Barkley.... 

Crawfordsville 

Missouri  ...  . 

A.  Fisher .. 

La  Belle 

N ebraska  . . .....  

Melville  R.  Hopewell.. 

Tokenah 

Nevada  . .....  

New  Bruns wick  

Joseph  F.  Triplett 

P.  M.  Archibald  Bauer 

St.  John 

New  Hampshire  ._  ..... 

John  McLane.  . 

Milford 

New  Jersey 

George  C.  Warren. ... 
William  H.  Kennedy 

Trenton 

New  York 

Baldwdns,  L.  I. 

North  Dakota 

James  McDonald  . 

Grafton 

Nova  Scotia.  ... 

Rev.  H.  D.  Deblois 

Annapolis 

Ohio 

Stith  M . Sullivan 

Dayton 

Oregon  

W.  T.  Williamson. 

Salem 

Pennsylvania  ...  . . _ . 

Michael  Nisbet  . . 

Philadelphia 

Prince  Edward  Island.... 

Robert  E.  Sobey.  

Summerside 

Rhode  Island 

John  P.  Sanborn 

Newport 

South  Carolina  . 

J.  T.  Barron.  _ 

Columbia 

South  Dakota  . . ...  . . 

W.  H.  Boals 

Clark 

Sweden  ..... 

Justus  C.  Ostermau  

Stockholm 

Tennessee 

A.  C.  Robeson 

Athens 

Texas  . _. 

E.  G.  Bower .. 

Dallas 

Vermont  . ...  . 

Thomas  L-  Snow 

St.  Johnsburv 

Virginia.  ...  . . 

Alfred  R.  Courtney. _ . 

Richmond  [Br’ht’n 

Victoria  

Andrew  Thomson 

Middle  Crescent 

Wisconsin 

E-  J-  Farr..  ....  ... 

Eau  Claire 

Abstract  of  Returns  From  Subordinate  Lodges  for  Masonic  Year  Ending  October  j i,  iyoo. 
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Special  'Communications' 


'?T'HE  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  North  Carolina  convened  in  Special  Com- 
munication at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, at  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  Friday  evening,  January  19th, 
A.  D.,  1900,  at  7:30  o’clock,  and  was  opened  in  ample  form, 
it  appearing  that  a constitutional  number  of  lodges  were 
represented. 

Prayer  was  led  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 


Grand  Officers  present : 


M, 

. W. 

B. 

S. 

Royster. 

M. 

. W. 

John 

Nichoes  . 

R. 

w. 

T. 

W 

. Brake.  . 

R. 

w. 

B. 

R. 

Lacy 

R. 

w. 

G. 

N. 

Walters 

R. 

w. 

W. 

. W 

\ Willson 

w. 

E. 

Da 

■ NIELS 

w. 

W 

. W.  Parrish 

w. 

s. 

J.  Hinsdale. 

w. 

W. 

E. 

Jones 

w. 

F. 

A. 

Macon.  . . . 

w. 

H. 

S. 

Beard 

w. 

T. 

E. 

Green..  . 

w. 

F. 

L. 

Mahler  . . 

w. 

R. 

H 

. Bradley 

Grand  Master. 

. . as  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
.-as  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
.as  Junior  Grand  Warden.1 
.as  Grand  Treasurer. 

. as  Grand  Secretary. 

.as  Grand  Chaplain, 
as  Senior  Grand  Deacon, 
as  Junior  Grand  Deacon, 
as  Grand  Marshal, 
as  Grand  Sword  Bearer, 
.as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.as  Grand  Steward. 

.as  Grand  Steward. 

. . Grand  Tiler. 


Past  Grand  Officer  present:  M.  W.  John  Nichols. 

The  following  lodges  were  represented:  Nos.  40,  218, 
229  and  396. 
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A procession  was  formed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Grand  Marshal,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  in  a body 
to  the  lodge  room,  where  Raleigh  Lodge  No.  500  was  duly 
constituted  and  its  officers  installed  with  the  beautiful  and 
impressive  ceremonies  of  the  Craft. 

The  following  program  was  carried  out : 

Overture. 

Vocal  Music. 

Prayer  by  Grand  Chaplain. 

Announcement  by  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Music  bj7  Orchestra. 

Reading  of  Charter  by  Grand  Secretary. 

Vocal  Music. 

Consecration  of  Lodge. 

Dedication  by  Grand  Chaplaip. 

Lodge  Constituted  by  Grand  Master. 


Music  and  Refreshments. 


Installation  of  Officers. 

Vocal  Music. 

Address  by  Grand  Master  B.  S.  Royster. 

Music. 

Benediction. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  returned  to  the  office  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  and  there  being  no  further  business,  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in  ample  form. 

B.  S.  ROYSTER, 

Grand  Master. 

W.  W.  Willson, 

as  Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  North  Carolina  convened  in  Special 
Communication  at  Masonic  Hall  in  the  town  of  Oxford, 
Saturday  morning  at  n o’clock,  June  23rd,  A.  D.,  1900, 
and  was  opened  in  ample  form,  it  appearing  that  a con- 
stitutional number  of  lodges  were  represented. 

Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 


Grand  Officers  present  : 

M.  W.  B.  S.  Royster 

R.  W.  H.  I.  Clark 

R.  W.  W.  S.  Liddell  

R.  W.  John  Nichols 

R.  W.  John  W.  Hayes 

R.  W.  John  C.  Drewry 

W.  Thos.  Bell 

W.  C.  F.  Bahnson  

W.  S.  M.  Gattis 

tV.  T.  H.  King 

W.  J.  C.  Biggs 

W.  A.  K.  Smith 

W.  E-  M.  Koonce 

W.  A.  F.  Smith 

W.  P.  T.  Farabow 

W.  Robert  H.  Bradley  ... 


Grand  Master. 

Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Senior  Grand  Warden. 

.as  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
.as  Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

as  Grand  Lecturer. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

..as  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

.as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

..as  Grand  Steward. 

..as  Grand  Steward 
Grand  Tiler. 


Past  Grand  Officer  present:  John  Nichols,  P.  G.  M. 

The  following  lodges  were  represented: 

Henry  F.  Grainger,  No.  412;  Berea,  No.  204;  Oxford,  No.  396; 
Catawba  Valley,  No.  217;  Tally  Hd,  No.  393;  Fellowship,  No.  84; 
Wayne,  No.  112;  LaFayette,  No.  83;  Creedmoor,  No.  499;  Cedar  Rock, 
No.  286;  Durham,  No.  352;  Hiram,  No  40;  Wm.  G.  Hill,  No.  218; 
Sand}'  Creek,  No.  184;  Farmington,  No.  265;  Conoho,  No.  399; 
Roanoke,  No.  203;  Joseph  Warren,  No.  92;  Eagle,  No.  71;  St.  John’s, 
No.  1;  Bingham,  No.  272;  Phalanx,  No.  31. 
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The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  informed  the 
Grand  Lodge  that  the  Special  Communication  was  called, 
as  usual,  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  St.  John’s  Day  at 
the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum.  The  procession  was  formed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Marshal  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded  in  a body  to  the  platform  erected  on  the 
beautiful  grounds  of  the  Asylum,  and  listened  with  inter- 
est and  profit  to  the  skilful  rendition  of  the  following 
program  : 

Meeting  Grand  Lodge  at  u o’clock  in  Grand  Lodge 
Hall. 

Exercises  to  begin  at  n :3<d  a.  m. 

Prayer  by  Grand  Chaplain. 

Hymn  by  the  children. 

Address  of  Welcome  by  Dr.  E.  T.  White. 

Response  by  Deputy  Grand  Master  H.  I.  Clark. 

Song:  “My  Native  Land,”  by  the  children. 

Impromptu  Speech,  by  Ex-Governor  T.  J.  Jarvis. 

Introduction  of  Speaker,  by  J.  C.  Biggs. 

Address  by  Hon.  A.  M.  Waddell. 

Song:  “Old  North  State,”  by  the  children. 

(Audience  requested  to  join  in  chorus.) 

Dinner. 

Open  Air  Concert  at  3 o’clock  by  the  children. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  returned  to  the  Hall. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced  by 
Bro.  A.  K.  Smith,  which,  on  motion,  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be 
extended  to  Bro.  A.  M.  Waddell,  because  of  his  able 
Masonic  address,  which  rang  out  like  sweet -toned  bells, 
melodiously  pealing  forth  the  doctrines  and  teachings  of 
our  Order. 
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Resolved  further,  That  Brother  Waddell  be  requested 
to  furnish  a copy  of  his  address  to  the  Grand  {Secretary  for 
publication,  and  recommend  that  the  same  be  read  by  every 
Mason  in  North  Carolina  who  wishes  to  receive  pleasure 
and  profit  from  his  associations  with  Masonry. 


There  being  no  further  business  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  closed  in  ample  form. 


John  C.  Drewry, 

Grand  Secretary. 


B.  S.  ROYSTER, 

Grand  Master. 


HON.  A.  M.  WADDELL’S  ADDRESS. 


Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren , Ladies  and 

Gentlemen: 

It  is  a delight  to  escape  from  the  heat  and  dust,  and 
labor  of  a political  canvass,  and  to  meet,  beneath  these  cool 
shades  and  on  this  consecrated  ground,  this  great  assemblage 
of  true-hearted  North  Carolinians,  who  have  gathered  to 
manifest  their  interest  in  one  of  the  noblest  charities  of  our 
State. 

I greet  you,  brethren  and  friends,  with  a deep  sense  of 
the  honor  which  was  conferred  upon  me  in  the  invitation 
to  speak  to  you  today,  and  with  honest  pride  as  a North 
Carolinian,  and  as  a Mason,  in  the  history  of  this  great  and 
benevolent  institution,  which,  as  the  years  go  by,  will  be- 
come more  and  more  an  object  of  pride  with  our  people. 
I do  not  envy  the  man  who  can,  with  dry  eyes  and  without 
emotion,  calmly  survey  the  scenes  which  confront  him  here 
— who  can  gaze  with  indifference  upon  the  long-  procession 
of  little  ones  of  his  own  Anglo-Saxon  blood  who,  in  the 
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providence  of  God,  have  been  orphaned  and  stranded  on 
the  shores  of  life  at  the,  outset  of  their  voyage  on  its  wide 
domain — or  does  not  feel  his  pulses  quicken  and  soften  at 
the  thought  that  they  have  been  rescued  and  gathered 
together  here  in  a common  home,  surrounded  by  all  the 
tender  ministrations  and  helpful  agencies  of  an  enlightened 
civilization.  I uncover  my  head  and  heart  in  the  presence 
of  such  an  illustration  of  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and  of 
the  virtues  of  Free  Masonry;  and  I say,  blessed  be  the  mem- 
ory of  those  who  first  conceived  and  carried  into  execution 
so  grand  an  idea  as  that  which  finally  culminated  in  what  we 
we  see  here  today — in  these  broad  acres,  these  fertile  farm 
lands  and  orchards  and  gardens,  these  majestic  oaks,  these 
attractive  and  comfortable  brick  buildings — the  home 
and  asylum  and  Alma  Mater  of  more  than  two  hundred 
orphan  boys  and  girls,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  the 
victims  of  a hard  and  sorrowful  fate. 

We  are  drawing  near  the  portals  of  the  twentieth 
century,  and  yet  up  to  little  more  than  three  hundred 
years  ago  there  was  not  one  institution  like  this  on  the 
earth.  Now  there  are  hundreds  in  every  civilized  land. 
Can  the  world  be  growing  worse,  or  can  the  pessimist  find 
comfort  in  facts  like  these  ? 

I look  forward  to  the  publication  of  the  census  of  1900 
with  profound  interest  because  it  will  reveal  the  most 
stupendous  aggregation  of  the  forces  of  civilization  on  this 
continent  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Indeed,  it  will 
surpass  the  wildest  imaginings  of  the  most  sanguine  patriot 
of  the  last  generation,  and  astonish  those  of  the  living  who 
have  carelessly  regarded  the  almost  miraculous  develop- 
ment of  the  resources,  and  the  growth  in  population,  wealth 
and  power,  of  the  American  people.  And  yet  no  mere 
census  figures  can  give  any  just  idea  of  them.  He  only 
who  has  lived  through  both  generations  can  fully  realize 
this  tremendous  development,  and  adequately  appreciate 
the  transformation  which  it  has  wrought. 

And  as  this  material  development  has  with  giant  strides 


136 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


progressed,  so,  too,  have  the  various  institutions  for  the 
betterment  of  social  conditions  increased  in  number  and 
influence,  and  the  public  mind  and  conscience  in  regard  to 
them  been  quickened.  Social  science  has,  indeed,  become 
a subject  of  careful  study  and  the  aim  of  great  co-operative 
associations  which  exercise  a beneficent  influence  in  every 
part  of  the  Republic,  and  the  result  of  such  study  and  such 
work  is  becoming  more  manifest  every  year.  One  of  its 
beneficent  results  will  be  the  elevation  and  purification  of 
the  politics  of  the  country  ana  a more  enlightened  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs — a consummation  most  devoutly  to 
be  wished  and  prayed  for. 

And  yet,  with  all  the  encouragement  which  such 
progress  in  every  direction  inspires,  no  intelligent  man  can 
fail  to  observe  certain  characteristics  and  tendencies  of  our 
civilization  which  are  portentous  of  evil  and  final  disaster. 
Whether  it  be  the  result  of  an  inexorable  process  of  evolu- 
tion, set  in  motion  by  an  inscrutable  Providence,  or  but  a 
repetition  of  the  results  which  inevitably  follow  the  un- 
righteous exercise  of  power  and  the  greed  of  an  unholy 
ambition,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  we  have  departed 
from  the  ideals  of  our  fathers,  and  are  not  living  under  the 
government  which  they  established  and  hoped  that  their 
descendants  would  perpetuate ; but,  insolent  with  wealth 
and  power,  have  turned  our  backs  upon  it  and  assumed  a 
new  role  in  history,  around  which  are  beginning  to  gather 
the  very  dangers  which  they  sought  to  escape.  Self-govern- 
ment is  no  longer  the  sacred  principle  it  once  was — the  very 
heart  and  soul  and  centre  of  American  political  ideas — 
but  in  its  place  is  being  substituted,  by  degrees,  and  under 
false  and  specious  names,  that  which  is  fatal  to  true 
liberty. 

We  are  told  that  good  government  should  be  prized 
above  self-government,  and  that  is  true.  The  worst  form 
of  government  well  administered  is  better  than  the  best 
form  of  government  badly  administered,  but  there  still  re- 
mains the  question : 
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“Who  is  to  determine  whether  a government  is  good 
or  bad,  the  people  who  constitute  the  citizenship  of  the 
country  in  which  the  government  is  to  exist,  or  some 
power  alien  to  them?” 

And  it  is  the  crucial  question,  the  fundamental  propo- 
sition, which  it  was  supposed  our  fathers  settled  more  than 
a hundred  years  ago.  1 

It  is  a question  upon  which  it  is  not  only  the  right  but 
the  duty  of  every  American  citizen  to  have  and  to  express 
his  opinion,  because  upon  the  determination  of  it  will  de- 
pend the  peace  and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

Every  patriot  must  wish  to  see  his  country  great  and 
powerf  ul  but  no  true  patriot  will  ever  be  willing  to  see  it 
become  so  at  the  risk — much  less  at  the  cost — of  liberty. 
It  is  unquestionably  true  that  there  is  already  a consider- 
able and  steadily  increasing  number  of  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  are  disposed  to  regard  with  contempt, 
and  do  affect  to  regard  with  alarm,  every  manifestation  by 
the  people  of  a determination  to  adhere  to  and  preserve 
their  inherited  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  demand  the 
enforcement  of  them  at  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  they 
have  committed  the  administration  of  public  affairs. 

Perhaps  this  is  the  inevitable  result  of  the  accumula- 
tion of  wealth  and  its  unequal  distribution,  even  in  the 
most  democratic  government.  Such  would  seem  to  be  the 
lesson  of  history  and  if  history  shall  repeat  itself  in  this 
country  the  fate  of  the  Republic  is  sealed. 

But  no  citizen  should  despair  of  the  Republic.  He 
should  rather  believe  that  despite  all  the  dangers  which 
may  threaten  it,  from  within  or  without,  the  essential 
principles  upon  which  it  was  established  will  ultimately 
prevail,  and  that,  although  through  much  tribulation,  it 
will  yet  come  up  to  the  grand  ideal  of  its  founders,  and  be 
recognized  throughout  the  world  as  the  greatest,  the 
freest,  the  most  just  and  enlightened,  as  it  is  already  the 
most  powerful,  nation  that  has  ever  existed  on  the  earth. 

In  can  never  become  so,  however,  if  the  policies  which 
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now  prevail  shall  be  made  permanent.  Every  departure 
from  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  great  Declaration  and 
the  Constitution,  from  which  alone  it  derives  its  right  to 
existence,  has  brought  its  penalty  in  the  past,  and  will  do 
so  in  the  future.  We  are  now  realizing  this  truth  in  the 
first  results  of  the  widest  departure  from  those  principles 
that  has  ever  been  made  in  our  history. 

What  the  ultimate  results  will  be  no  man  can  foretell, 
but  that  they  will  be  calamitous  is  certain — calamitous  to 
the  honor  and  character  of  the  American  people,  if  not 
subversive  of  their  government  and  their  liberties.  There 
are  problems  enough  confronting  us  already  in  our  own 
country  to  try  to  the  utmost  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
its  best  and  wisest  citizens.  “The  white  man’s  burden”  is 
heavy  enough  at  home  to  engage  the  attention  and  best 
efforts  of  our  people,  and  neither  honor,  duty,  nor  self- 
interest  demands  that  we  .should  scour  the  earth  in  search  of 
additions  to  it.  On  the  contrary,  they  each  and  all  forbid  it. 

My  friends,  nineteen  hundred  years  ago  “the  Voice  of 
one  crying  in  the  wilderness”  fell  upon  the  dull  ears  of  a 
people  who  had  forgotten  alike  the  blessings  and  the 
prophecies  vouchsafed  to  them ; and,  although  silenced  by 
the  executioner — as  was  supposed  forever — that  Voice  with 
varying-  cadence,  soft  or  strong,  has  never  ceased  to  vibrate 
in  the  hearts  of  men. 

We  have  met  here  to  commemorate  the  day  dedicated 
to  that  Voice  by  a great  fraternity  of  freemen,  and  it  is 
meet  that  on  such  an  occasion  an  echo  of  it,  however  faint 
and  far  off,  should  be  heard.  Reform  was  the  burden  of 
that  cry,  and  the  prophets  were  called  to  witness. 

Moral  and  religious  reform  is  still  the  cry  of  the 
preacher,  but  is  there  no  similar  duty  for  the  citizen  in  his 
sphere?  May  he  also  not  cry  aloud  and  call  to  witness  the 
Fathers  of  the  Republic? 

The  venerable  institution  of  Masonry  numbered  among 
its  chief  supporters  in  this  country  in  the  Colonial  period 
the  men  who  inaugurated  the  American  Revolution,  who 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


x39 


achieved  our  independence  and  framed  our  Constitution 
of  government.  Washington  and  all  his  general  officers, 
except  Benedict  Arnold,  the  traitor,  were  Masons. 

If  every  Mason  in  the  United  States,  and  every  mem- 
1 ber  of  the  similar  organizations  whose  principles  are  based 
upon  the  moral  law,  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and  love  of 
country,  should  unite  in  an  effort  to  secure  just  government 
according  to  the  ideas  embodied  in  our  Constitution,  the 
country  would  soon  feel  the  effect  of  such  a beneficent  in- 
fluence, and  be  the  happier  for  it. 

We  are  all  accustomed  to  speak  of  the  days  before  the 
war  as  the  purer  period  of  the  Republic,  and  justly  so,  for 
it  was  a time  when  purer  ideals  prevailed  in  both  public 
and  private  life.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  reverenced  everywhere  throughout  the  land  as  the  one 
supreme  arbiter  of  all  rights  and  the  EEgis  of  liberty.  It 
was  the  common  and  familiar  study  of  intelligent  people, 
especially  in  the  South  ; and,  among  the  educated,  ignorance 
of  its  leading  features  was 'a  ground  of  reproach.  Can  the 
same  be  said  today?  And,  if  not,  why  not?  Simply  because 
the  Constitution  has  ceased  to  be  an  object  of  reverence  with 
the  people.  Simply  because  men  have  forgotten,  or  ceased 
to  learn,  that  it  is  the  only  authority  by  which  this  govern- 
ment has  a right  to  exist  at  all.  Simply  because  they  pro- 
fess to  believe  that  it  has  in  some  way  become  displaced  by 
the  results  of  the  war  for  Southern  independence,  and  that, 
henceforth,  whatever  may  be  regarded  as  public  necessity, 
shall  be  substituted  for  it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
This  is  not  the  utterance  of  a sectional  spirit ; it  is  the  plain 
truth,  which  ought  to  be  spoken  oftener  than  it  is.  The 
government  has,  by  a process  of  evolution  in  public  senti- 
ment,, and  by  tacit  consent,  been  transformed,  and  what 
used  to  be  regarded  as  wise  limitations  of  its  power  are  now 
considered  as  uncomfortable  restraints,  which  ought  to  be 
made  to  yield  before  the  march  of  so-called  progress. 

Either  because  of  the  spirit  of  the  age  or  the  pressure  of 
new  conditions,  the  constant  tendency  is  to  a centralization 
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of  its  powers,  and  a corresponding-  diminution  of  those  of 
the  States.  And  this  concentration  of  power  which  began, 
as  was  supposed,  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  people,  has 
degenerated  into  an  instrument  for  the  accomplishment  of 
purposes  never  contemplated  even  by  the  most  earnest  sup- 
porters of  a strong  government. 

And,  accompanying  this  transformation  of  the  original 
conception  of  the  nature  of  our  government,  there  has  been 
a corresponding  degeneracy  in  the  character  of  those  who 
shape  its  policy  and  control  its  administration.  Statesmen 
have  been  supplanted  by  “bosses;”  legislation  has  been 
controlled  by  “trusts;”  Presidents,  Cabinet  officers,  and 
Senators  who  entered  public  life  as  poor  men  have 
retired  with  large  fortunes,  and  upstart  millionaires  have 
said,  “the  people  be  damned.  ” Thank  God!  this  deterio- 
ration can  not  be  traced  to  a Southern  source  ; and  the  honor 
is  all  the  greater,  because  if  any  people  were  ever  subjected 
to  conditions  that  tested  to  the  utmost  their  political  integ- 
rity, it  was  the  people  of  the  South  during  the  past  thirty- 
five  years.  They  have,  as  a people,  resisted  every  attempt 
to  seduce  or  to  force  them  to  abandon  their  ideas  of  civic 
virtue,  and  have  regarded  with  supreme  contempt  every 
effort  to  degrade  their  civilization.  They  have,  under 
adverse  circumstances,  accomplished  the  most  astonishing 
industrial  revolution  in  the  history  of  the  world,  a revolution 
the  nature  and  proportions  of  which  have  only  recently 
been  fully  realized,  and  which,  to  those  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  ignore  or  depreciate  everything  Southern,  has 
come  as  a startling  revelation,  or,  to  use  the  language  of  a 
Northern  writer,  “with  the  suddenness  and  terror  of  an 
explosion.”  So  marvelous,  though  silent,  has  been  the 
development  that  the  same  Northern  writer  says:  “In  the 
industrial  war  that  has  already  begun  between  the  nations, 
the  Southern  States  promise  to  be  the  element  that  will 
turn  the  tide  of  victory  toward  the  shores  of  America.” 

Yes,  but  (as  I have  said  on  other  occasions)  I cherish  a 
still  higher  faith  in  the  people  of  these  Southern  States 
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than  that  which  is  based  on  their  material  wealth,  great  as 
that  may  become.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  in  them 
lies  the  ultimate  hope  of  civil'  liberty  and  constitutional 
government,  and  that,  if  such  a conflict  as  wise  men  think 
quite  possible  shall  come  to  endanger  them,  they  will  be 
saved,  if  at  all,  by  the  conservatism  and  courage  and 
patriotism  of  Southern  men. 

My  faith  is  not  the  mere  expression  of  an  unreasoning 
and  exaggerated  sentiment.  It  is  justified  by  their  whole  his- 
tory, and  at  no  period  more  splendidly  than  when  they  were 
passing  through  the  valley  of  humiliation.  Chastened  and 
strenghtened  by  a bitter  experience,  they,  more  than  all 
others  of  their  countrymen,  know  the  value  of  true  liberty 
and  good  government,  and  will  always  be  found  ready  to 
defend  them  alike  against  the  mercenary  grasp  of  an  oli- 
garchy or  thg  blind  fury  of  a commune. 

Southern  men  have  never  brought  dishonor  on  the 
American  name.  They  were  chiefly  instrumental  in  laying 
the  foundations  of  the  Republic;  they  were  the  leaders  in 
the  American  Revolution ; they  were  the  principal  framers 
of  the  Constitution ; they,  though  in  a minority,  ruled  the 
destinies  of  the  Union  with  clean  hands  for  the  first  sixty 
years  of  its  life;  they  added  half  a continent  to  its  territory; 
they  have  furnished  its  greatest  political  philosophers,  its 
most  illustrious  jurists,  and  its  most  brilliant  soldiers.  In 
every  land  and  on  every  sea  they  have  upheld  the  honor  of 
their  country,  and  made  its  flag  the  symbol  of  liberty  regu- 
lated by  law,  and  the  ensign  of  the  strong  and  free.  There 
was  never  any  mercenary  element  in  the  moral  and  senti- 
mental attachment  of  Southerners  to  the  Union.  The  South 
did  not  love  the  Union  for  the  bounty  it  bestowed,  or  the 
profit  received  from  it,  for  she  neither  asked  nor  received 
the  one  or  the  other,  but  was  herself  the  benefactor  and 
source  of  profit,  and  finally  the  bleeding  victim  of  the  power 
she  helped  to  create. 

She  has  lone  since  healed  all  her  wounds  by  her  own 
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surgery,  and  clad  in  her  ancient  vesture  of  integrity  and 
courage,  once  more  stands  erect  and  ready  to  perform  in 
fullest  measure  every  requirement  of  honor  and  duty. 

She  repudiates  with  scorn  the  false  and  patronizing 
name  which  some  would  bestow  upon  her.  She  is  not  the 
New  South.  There  is  nothing  new  about  her  except  the 
problems  which  she  is  solving.  To  them  she  is  bending 
all  her  energies,  and  she  confidently  awaits  the  day,  not  far 
distant,  when  with  her  boundless  resources  developed,  her 
industries  multiplied,  her  population  increased,  her  soil 
checkered  with  steel  highways,  her  seaports  filled  with 
commerce,  her  educational  institutions  abundant,  and  her 
sons  still  true  and  faithful,  she  will  be  recognized  as  the 
hope  and  pride  of  American  civilization. 

And  when  that  day  shall  have  come  it  will  find  this 
good  old  State  of  ours  in  the  forefront  of  her  Southern 
sisters,  still  advancing  with  firm  step  but  modest  mien,  as 
is  her  wont,  and  justifying  by  her  silent  achievements  the 
motto  on  her  flag:  “Esse  quam  videri.” 

She  is  developing  today  more  rapidly  than  any  of 
them,  but  with  characteristic  indifference  to  advertising 
methods,  leaves  the  fact  to  be  discovered  by  others,  and 
serenely  moves  forward  to  her  destiny.  She  is  a mighty 
poor  exploiter  of  her  own  deeds,  and  has  suffered  the  con- 
sequences in  misrepresentation  and  detraction,  but  she 
grows  “all  the  same,”  and  has  a future  that  will  make  her 
the  envy  of  her  detractors,  and  the  Mecca  of  the  capitalist. 

I have  just  traversed  the  everlasting  hills  which  glorify 
her  western  borders  and  forded  the  streams  that  sing 
through  their  fertile  valleys,  and  there,  as  elsewhere 
throughout  her  wide  and  varied  domain,  I found  the  genius 
of  progress  silently  at  work,  and  the  evidences  of  a new 
life,  social  and  industrial,  apparent.  I left  them  with 
the  full  conviction  that  a new  era  is  about  to  dawn  upon 
them,  and  that  the  silence  which  has  brooded  over  them 
will  soon  be  replaced  by  the  music  of  the  spindle  and  the 
shout  of  machinery.  I found,  too,  that  the  school-houses 
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had  multiplied  and  that  the  desire  for  knowledge  had  in- 
creased, and  that  most  of  the  towns  were  “dry”  towns,  and 
that  the  number  of  distilleries  had  diminished,  and  that 
the  criminal  dockets  were  smaller,  and  that  the  crops  were 
better  tended  and  more  prolific,  and  that  the  people  were 
inspired  by  a new  spirit  and  higher  aspirations.  That 
spirit  is  abroad  throughout  every  portion  of  our  State,  and 
the  fruits  of  it  are  becoming  apparent  more  and  more  every 
day. 

As  it  grows  and  develops,  other  institutions  like  this 
will  begin  to  multiply  and  the  day  will  soon  dawn  when  no 
orphan  child  will  be  without  a home  and  the  opportunity 
for  education,  industrial  or  otherwise. 


'HE  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  North  Carolina  convened  in  Special 
Communication  at  Willey  ton,  N.  C.,  July  4,  19CO. 


Grand  Officers  present  : 

E.  F.  Corbele 

L.  S.  Parker  

W.  C.  Vann  

Geo.  J.  Coster 

D.  \V.  Parker  

W.  B.  S.  Riddick  

C.  W.  Hofeer 

W.  W.  Savage 


as  Grand  Master. 

..as  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
..as  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
. as  Grand  Secretary 
..as  Grand  Treasurer. 

..as  Grand  Senior  Deacon 
. as  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

. as  Grand  Tiler. 


Lodge  opened  on  the  Third  Degree  in  Masonry  in 
due  form. 

The  Grand  Master  stated  the  lodge  had  been  called 
to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  Kittrell  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
The  lodge  was  then  formed  in  regular  order  and 
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marched  to  the  church,  where  the  stone  was  laid  by  the 
Grand  Master,  with  the  usual  Masonic  ceremonies. 

The  lodge  was  then  re-formed  and  returned  to  from, 
whence  they  came. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  lodge  closed  in 
form. 

E.  F.  Corbell, 

as  Grand  Master. 

Geo,  J.  Coster, 

as  Grand  Secretary. 


'HE  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  met  i-u  Special  Session 
at  Siloam,  N.  C.,  on  the  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D. 
1900,  A.  L.  5900,  and  was  opened  in  due  form  on  the 


Third  Degree  of  Masonry. 


Grand  Officers  present : 


J.  G.  Burrijs 

J.  R.  WOLTZ  

W.  M.  Norman 

G.  W.  Samuels 

J.  H.  Allen  

W.  Y.  Davenport 

William  Spillman 

W.  V.  Burch  

J.  H.  Poindexter  and  W.  H.  Renegar 

Rev.  J.  H.  Lewellyn 

G.  M.  Burrus,  W.  W.  Poindexter 

and  R.  H.  Marion  

A.  P.  Whitaker  


as  Grand  Master, 
as  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
as  Grand  Senior  Warden, 
.as  Grand  Junior  Warden 
as  Grand  Treasurer. 

..as  Grand  Secretary. 

..as  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
...as  Grand  Junior  Deacon 
as  Grand  Stewards. 

...as  Grand  Chaplain. 

...as  Grand  Marshals. 

...as  Grand  Tiler. 


Brethren  Present:  C.  E.  Redman,  F.  A Snow,  W.  R.  Dunman, 
A.  H.  Kenian,  W.  Y.  Culler,  Dock  Brown,  J.  W.  Ross,  J.  D.  Phillips, 
George  Stuteman,  J.  O.  Patterson,  T.  A.  Poindexter,  W.  R.  Williams, 
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C Allgood,  W.  R.  Myers,  Aaron  Whitaker,  W.  R.  Doss,  W.  C.  Perk- 
ins, J.  W.  Patterson,  J.  L.  Patterson,  M.  C.  Anthony,  J.  M.  Doss, 
T.  J.  Marsh,  H.  V.  Simpson,  C.  F.  Simpson,  S.  J.  Atkinson,  R.  S. 
Badgett,  R.  A.  Doss,  C.  H.  Johnson  and  W.  R.  Martin. 


The  object  of  the  meeting  was  explained  by  the 
Grand  Master,  which  was  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Siloam. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refresh- 
ment and  proceeded  to  the  church  and  laid  the  stone 
under  the  usual  Masonic  honors. 

Timely  remarks  were  made  by  J.  G.  Burrus,  Grand 
Master;  J.  H.  Lewellyn,  Grand  Chaplain  ; Rev.  S.  J. 
Beeker,  the  pastor,  and  W.  Y.  Davenport,  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  returned  to  hall  and  labor  was 
resumed  in  the  Master  Degree;  then  closed  in  due  form 
on  the  Third  Degree  in  Masonry. 

J.  G.  Burrus, 

as  Grand  Master. 


W.  Y.  Davenport, 

as  Grand  Secretary. 


LTREKA  Lodge 
their  hall  this, 


No.  317,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  met  in 
Wednesday  morning,  October  31st, 


A.  D.,  1900,  A.  L.  5900,  at  10  o’clock.  A.  M. 

The  Worshipful  Master  stated  the  purpose  of  this 
Special  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North 
Carolina  was  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
Epworth  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
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The  following  officers  and  members  were  present : 


John  B.  Griggs 

E.  F.  Lamb 

C.  W.  Grice 

M.  N.  Sawyer . 

L.  C.  Oakley 

W.  W.  Mann 

D.  C.  Whitehurst 

T.  B.  Wilson 

M.  WESCOTT  and  E.  J.  Shepherd 

E-  F.  Sawyer 

F.  H.  ZElGLER 

B.  F.  Spence 


as  Grand  Master, 
as  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
as  Grand  Senior  Warden, 
.as  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
.as  Grand  Secretary. 

.as  Grand  Treasurer. 

.as  Grand  Senior  Deacon, 
as  Grand  Junior  Deacon, 
.as  Grand  Stewards. 

.as  Grand  Chaplain. 

..as  Grand  Tiler. 

.as  Grand  Marshal. 


Members  Present  : P.  W.  Mellick,  T.  T.  Whitcomb. 

Visiting  Brethren  : L.  S.  Nelson,  Evergreen  Lodge  No.  53 

Berlin,  Md.;  M.  L.  Krome,  McKee  Lodge  No.  144,  London,  Ky.; 
B.  F.  Wheedbee,  Atlantic  Lodge  No.  294,  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C.;  M.  B. 
Dawes,  Skewarkey  Lodge  No.  90,  Williamston,  N.  C. 


Lodge  was  called  off  and  repaired  to  site  of  the  build- 
ing, where  the  stone  was  laid  with  proper  ceremonies. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Lamb  delivered  a magnificent  address 
appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

Brethren  were  then  invited  to  partake  of  refreshments 
which  were  bountifully  served. 

Returned  to  hall  where  the  lodge  was  called  on  and 
closed  in  form. 

John  B.  Griggs, 

as  Grand  Master. 

L.  C.  Oakley, 

as  Grand  Secretary. 
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Hppcnfcu 


To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  North 

Carolina  : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  begs  leave  to 
present  its  fifth  annual  review  of  the  transactions  of  fifty- 
six  Grand  Lodges — all  that  have  been  received — and 
again  ventures  to  hope  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Fraternity  will  get  in  the  habit  of  glancing  over  these 
reports,  not  for  any  merit  in  the  compilation,  but  for  the 
broadening  and  elevating  influences  which  arise  from 
seeing  the  good  works  of  our  brethren  all  over  the 
world. 

With  the  passing  of  the  alarm  growing  out  of  the 
violent  eruption  in  the  State  of  Washington  in  1898, 
American  Grand  Lodges  have  been  giving  more  considera- 
tion to  old-time  subjects  of  interest. 

Although  recognized  as  regular  by  several  Grand 
Lodges,  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  does  not  seem  to  com- 
mend itself  to  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States  and,  so  far  as  your  Committee  can  see,  to  no 
English-speaking  Grand  Lodge  abroad.  The  closer  the 
examination  into  its  history,  its  methods  and  its  present 
condition,  the  firmer  becomes  the  belief  of  most  Grand 
Lodges  that  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  go  very  slow  in 
the  matter  of  extending  fraternal  recognition  to  the  Gran 
Dieta, 
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Perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates  is  a 
subject  to  which  renewed  attention  is  given,  and  the  sen- 
timent is  growing  that  a time  limit  of  five  years  or  less 
is  more  just  and  Masonic,  and  should  be  adopted. 

The  unaffiliate  is  more  or  less  numerously  present  in 
every  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  the  increase  of  this  class  is 
a matter  of  grave  concern  to  very  many  Grand  Lodges, 
if  not  to  all.  The  efforts  to  lessen  the  number  of  this  army 
have  produced  no  appreciable  effect,  and  it  seems  prob- 
able that  as  Masonry  grows  in  numbers  so  will  the  non- 
affiliate. 

The  most  surprising  evolution  in  the  Craft  within 
the  last  few  years  is  the  new  zeal  for  the  building  of 
Masonic  Homes  for  the  care  of  aged  and  indigent  Masons, 
their  widows  and  orphans.  Many  comparatively  poor 
Grand  Lodges  have  taken  steps  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a Home  or  of  creating  a fund  to  be  used  in  the 
future  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  such  a charity. 
The  growth  of  this  sentiment  has  become  almost  a fad, 
and  is  a wide  departure  from  the  old  and  well-known 
ways  of  dispensing  Masonic  relief,  but  if  any  Grand 
Lodge  is  willing  to  build  a costly  Home  and  maintain  it, 
the  other  Grand  Lodges  will  applaud  the  benefaction, 
albeit  not  endorsing  the  plan. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JNO.  A.  COLLINS, 

For  the  Committee. 
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LIST  or  GRAND  LODGES  WHOSE  PROCEEDINGS  HAVE  BEEN  REGEIVED -55. 


Alabama 1S99 

Arizona 1899 

British  Columbia 1900 

California 1900 

Canada  - 1900 

Colorado 1899 

Connecticut 1900 

Delaware  1900 

District  of  Columbia  1899 

Florida  1900 

Georgia 1900 

Idaho 1900 

Illinois 1900 

Indiana 1900 

Indian  Territory  1900 

Kansas 1900 

Kentucky ° 1899 

Louisiana 1900 

Manitoba 1899 

Maine... 1900 

Maryland 1899 

Massachusetts 1900 

Michigan 1900 

Minnesota 1900 

Mississippi 1900 

Missouri 1900 

Montana 1900 

Nebraska 1900 


Nevada 1900 

New  Brunswick 1899 

New  Hampshire 1900 

New  Jersey ..1900 

New  Mexico  1899 

New  South  Wales 1900 

New  York 1900 

New  Zealand 1899 

North  Dakota 1900 

Nova  Scotia 1899 

Ohio 1899 

Ohio 1900 

Oklahoma 1900 

Oregon 1900 

Pennsylvania 1899 

Prince  Edward  Island 1900 

South  Australia 1900 

South  Carolina 1899 

South  Dakota ..1900 

Tennessee 1900 

Texas 1899 

Utah 1900 

Vermont 1900 

Victoria 1899 

Virginia  1899 

West  Virginia 1899 

| Wisconsin  1900 

| Wyoming 1900 


The  proceedings  of  Arkansas,  Iowa  and  Quebec  have 
not  been  received,  and  we  are  sorry  for  the  failure. 


ALABAMA— 1899. 

79TH  Annual.  Montgomery,  December  5,  6. 

AFTER  a brief  but  eloquent  introductory  the  Grand 
Master,  B.  Dudley  Williams,  gives  a detailed  state- 
ment of  his  official  doings.  He  reports  a long  list  of  deci- 
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sions,  sixty-one  in  number,  and  nearly  all  were  approved  by 
the  law  committee  and  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  first  decision  seems  to  imply  that  during  the  term 
of  his  suspension  a brother’s  dues  continue  to  grow,  and 
that  these  increments  must  be  paid  before  reinstatement  is 
possible.  If  this  is  the  meaning,  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to 
tax  a brother  excluded  from  any  of  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bership. 

The  decision  reads : 

“When  a member,  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  pays  all 
arrearages,  both  those  for  which  he  was  suspended,  and  those  accru- 
ing since  his  suspension,  he  thereby  becomes  reinstated  without  action 
of  the  lodge.” 

Thirty-one  dispensations  were  granted  for  conferring 
degrees  out  of  time,  but  the  Grand  Master  reports  that 
most  of  these  were  for  purposes  of  exemplification  at 
Masonic  Conferences,  and  of  these  gatherings  the  Grand 
Master  says  in  part : 

“A  great  many  of  these  Conferences  have  been  held  during  the 
year,  more  perhaps  than  ever  before,  and  I believe  I am  fully  warrant- 
ed in  saying  they  have  been  potent  in  creating  a zeal  for  knowledge, 
a greater  efficiency  and  uniformity  in  the  work  and  an  inspiration  for 
purer,  nobler  life.” 

Not  many  official  visits  are  reported,  but  those  for 
which  the  time  could  be  spared  were  of  the  most  pleasant 
kind. 

Four  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  lodges 
were  granted. 

Corner-stones  were  laid  four  times  by  the  Grand 
Master,  or  his  proxies,  and  one  lodge  hall  dedicated. 

The  Grand  Master  makes  fraternal  reference  to  those 
who  are  not,  and  appeals  very  earnestly,  as  did  his  pred- 
ecessor, to  the  Craft  of  Alabama  to  devise  means  of  erect- 
ing a Masonic  Home,  and  in  this  connection  says  in  part: 
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“Brethren,  I would  like  to  see  you  commit  yourselves  to  this  great 
work,  and  resolve  when  you  return  to  your  lodges  to  keep  it  before 
them.  A number  of  lodges  have  contributed  to  this  object,  but  have 
failed  to  make  returns.  I insist  that  next  year  there  be  a contribution 
for  this  glorious  purpose  sent  up  from  every  lodge  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction.  If  at  each  Communication  of  his  lodge  each  member 
would  contribute  just  one  cent,  the  aggregate  would  amount  to  more 
than  $1,500  in  one  year.  Surely  we  can  do  this  much  and  more.  Let 
us  be  active  and  vigilant  in  this  paramount  duty . Do  not  procrasti- 
nate with  promises  of  great  things  in  an  indefinite  future.” 

Owing  to  the  ambiguity  of  the  “declarations”  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  on  Negro  Masonry,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama  can  not  “see  its  way  clear,”  for  the 
establishment  of  fraternal  relations. 

A Ritual,  for  Lodge  of  Sorrow,  prepared  by  Rev.  Bro. 
James  O.  Adams,  of  Eufaula,  was  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge, 
and  the  date  of  holding  such  lodge  left  to  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  to  fix. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Rig-ht  Worshipful 
H.  Clay  Armstrong,  shows  the  Craft  to  be' advancing.  He 
says : 

“The  returns  from  the  Subordinate  Lodges  will  showr  that  more 
work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  than  was  probably  done  in 
any  previous  year  in  our  history;  our  noble  Fraternity  is  making  steady 
and  conservative  progress;  is  constantly  gaining  in  the  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion of  the  membership  to  its  moral  precepts  and  tenets  and  is  thereby 
securing  a hold  on  the  attention  and  admiration  of  the  profane  to  an 
extent  hitherto  unknown  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

Beside  the  labor  at  his  desk,  Brother  Armstrong  has 
done  missionary  work  in  the  field  that  has  borne  fruit. 

Grand  Lodge  conferred  the  title  of  Honorary  Grand 
Master,  for  the  first  time  within  its  history,  upon  R.  W . 
Bro.  James  M.  Brundige,  Past  Grand  Junior  Warden  and 
Grand  Lecturer,  as  a recognition  of  his  eminent  services  to 
Masonry  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  as  a token  of  the 
love  of  his  brethren. 

The  lodges  number  377,  and  the  membership  11,291. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of 
Bro.  W.  Y.  Titcomb,  and  covers  a review  of  55  Grand: 
Lodges  and  62  volumes  of  transactions,-  seven  jurisdictions 
presenting  double-headers.  North  Carolina  for  1899 
receives  fraternal  notice.  Brother  Titcomb  has  shown  him- 
self worthy  of  the  mantle  of  his  lamented  predecessor,  and 
long  may  he  wear  it. 

B.  Dudley  Williams,  M.  IV  Grand  Master . 

H.  Clay  Armstrong,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 

ARIZONA— 1899. 

i8th  Annual.  Tucson,  November  14,  15,  16. 

THE  likeness  of  Grand  Master  Anthony  A.  Johns  occu- 
pies the  fly-leaf  of  the  transactions.  In  his  address 
M.  W.  Brother  Johns  reports  the  condition  of  the  Craft  to 
be  satisfactory: 

“I  am  thankful  to  state  that  we  have  increased  numerically  and 
financially.  The  tabular  statement  shows  that  our  membership  has 
increased  by  thirty-four,  and  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  will  read  you 
very  gratifying  reports  regarding  our  financial  condition.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  in  the  matter  of  physical  qualifica- 
tions follows  closely  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California — strict 
construction  of  the  “perfect  youth”  doctrine.  California, 
however,  is  showing  a disposition  to  leave  room  for  some 
discretion  in  this  requirement. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  met  the  entire 
approval  of  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  submitted  a report  on 
the  recommendatory  clause  of  a dimit,  which  is  in  accord 
with  the  law  of  North  Carolina,  and  which  is  based  on  a 
common-sense  interpretation  of  the  meaning-  of  such  a 
paper.  We  make  these  extracts: 
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"The  recommendatory  certificate  was  originally  issued  by  vote  of 
the  lodge  as  an  honorarium  to  show  that  the  holder  had  performed 
special  Masonic  services.  If  a brother  could  demand  a recommenda- 
tory certificate,  the  honorarium  would  be  without  any  special  signifi- 
cance, and  the  simple  form  would  answer  as  well  for  use  of  those  who 
had  performed  unusual  services. 

“A  brother  can  not  be  turned  out  of  Freemasonry  without  a trial 
on  specific  charges,  nor  can  a lodge  be  forced  to  recommend  him,  and 
to  prevent  that  and  to  correct  an  erroneous  interpretation  of  our  laws, 
we  hereby  submit  the  following  resolution,  to  be  known  and  desig- 
nated as  Regulation  No.  8 of  the  laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge  : 

“ Resolved , That  either  a recommendatory-  certificate  or  a certifi- 
cate of  withdrawal  without  recommendation,  as  laid  down  in  our  Con- 
stitution, is  a proper  dimit,  and  entitles  the  brother  holding  the  same 
to  apply-  for  affiliation  with  another  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction.” 

There  are  14  lodges,  and  a membership  of  735,  a net 
gain  in  number  of  members  of  34. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence,  but  it  is  probable 
there  will  be  one  next  year. 

Wm.  F.  Nichols,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

George  J.  Roskruge,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA— 1900 

29TH  Annual.  Vancouver,  June  21. 

THE  Grand  Master,  Bro.  R.  Eden  Walker,  presented  in 
his  address  a brief  and  succinct  account  of  his  official 

acts. 

He  welcomed  the  representatives  of  the  constituent 
lodges  to  Grand  Lodge  and  discharged  the  duty  of 
paying  proper  respect  to  the  memory  of  departed  brethren 
in  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

In  speaking  of  Negro  Masonry,  the  Grand  Master  says 
the  question  does  not  practically  affect  them  in  his  juris- 
diction, but  he  seems  to  incline  to  the  position  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington,  and  to  go  a step  farther  than  Brother 
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Robbins  as  to  the  ‘ ‘nigger  in  the  woodpile.  ” Brother  Walker 
should  know  that  there  are  American  lodges  having  some 
colored  men  as  members,  in  Massachusetts  and  perhaps  in 
other  jurisdictions. 

He  says  in  part : 

“The  question  is  one  which  interests  us  in  British  Columbia  in 
theory  rather  than  in  practice,  but  I can  not  help  feeling  that  the  ‘color 
line’  has  so  far  warped  the  better  judgment  of  members  of  the  Fra- 
ternity in  some  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  neighboring  Republic 
as  to  make  them  unable,  under  any  circumstances  or  condition,  to  view 
any  man  of  African  descent  as  a ‘Brother.’  ” 

The  Grand  Representative  System  the  Grand  Master 
thinks  is  a good  thing,  provided  the  diplomats  will  put  in 
an  appearance  at  the  courts. 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  is  thus  stated : 

“The  past  year  has  been  one  of  universal  prosperity  in  the  Craft, 
and  our  Fraternity  has  increased  both  in  numbers  and  usefulness. 
Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  everywhere,  and  no  disturbing 
elements  have  been  introduced  to  mar  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love, 
which  should  and  does  prevail  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

Very  many  official  visits  were  made  and  all  were  made 
pleasant  for  the  Grand  Master. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were  approved 
except  this: 

“5.  Question. — Can  an  application  for  membership  be  received  at 
other  than  a regular  meeting? 

“Answer. — Yes,  it  can  be  received  at  an  emergency  meeting, 
provided  it  appears  on  the  notice  calling  the  meeting.” 

Four  dispensations  were  granted  for  attending  church 
in  regalia.  This  custom  prevails  among  Masons  in  British 
North  America,  and  there’s  nothing  to  object  to  in  the 
practice  except  that  it  looks  very  much  like  a display  that 
the  good  taste  of  the  Fraternity  would  forbid.  More  incon- 
gruous still  is  the  wearing  Masonic  clothing  at  a ball.  A 
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trooper’s  sabre  and  spurs  in  a ball-room  would  seem  to  be 
out  of  place  in  these  days,  but  not  less  so  than  the  Mason 
bedecked  with  the  decorated  collar,  apron  and  sash.  Some- 
how it  doesn’t  seem  to  be  a good  practice. 

Four  dispensations  for  the  erection  of  new  lodges  were 
granted,  and  three  lodg'es  duly  constituted  and  their  officers 
installed. 

The  following  plain  talk  about  the  loose  way  which  has 
been  in  vogue  for  loaning  Grand  Lodge  funds  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  brethren : 

“A  careful  inquiry  into  the  investments  of  Grand  Lodge  funds 
leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  several  of  our  loans  are  far  from  satis- 
factory. If  we  had  to  realize  upon  the  security  held  it  would  be  a 
matter  for  surprise  if  they  realized  the  amount  of  the  loans.  I would 
suggest  that  the  whole  system  of  investing  our  funds  be  looked  into, 
and  further,  that  the  Trustees  be  instructed  to  invest  the  funds  of 
Grand  Lodge  in  such  securities  as  are  practically  perfectly  safe,  and  at 
the  same  time  more  readily  realizable,  viz.:  municipal  debentures  and 
Government  securities,  and  that  should  these  not  be  obtainable  when 
funds  are  ready  for  investment,  that  the  money  be  kept  in  the  savings 
department  of  some  chartered  bank  until  suitable  investment  offers. 
A lower  rate  of  interest  would  result,  but  almost  absolute  security 
would  be  insured.” 


The  Deputy  Grand  Master  also  presented  a report  of 
visits  to  Subordinate  Lodges. 

Among  the  many  reports  that  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee merits  unusual  notice,  in  that  it  tells  exactly  what  it 
finds  and  doesn’t  know  the  use  of  a whitewash  brush.  It 
found  that  the  returns  of  Subordinate  Lodges  and  the  Grand 
vSecretary’s  books  didn’t  tally,  and  it  wants  to  know  the 
reason  why. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  31,  four  of  them  under  dispen- 
sation, and  the  total  membership  1,889. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Bro. 
W.  A.  DeWolf-Smith  and  is  a review  of  the  transactions  of 
sixty-one  Grand  Lodges,  North  Carolina  for  1900  being-  of 
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the  number  and  coming  in  for  a share  of  Bro.  DeWolf- 
Smith’s  kindly  notice  and  gentle  criticism. 

H arry  H.  Watson,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

W.  }.  Quinlan,  R.  H~.  Grand  Secretary. 


CALIFORNIA  1899 

50TH  Annual.  vSan  Francisco,  October  10. 

T the  opening  of  Grand  Lodge  there  were  present  its 
Grand  Officers,  twenty  Past  Grand  Officers  and  the 
Representatives  of  thirty-nine  Grand  Lodges.  Two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  chartered  lodges  and  four  under  dispen- 
sation were  also  represented. 

In  the  beginninning  of  his  address  the  Grand  Master, 
Frank  M.  Angellotti,  briefly  refers  to  the  advances  made  by 
the  Craft  in  California  during  the  past  fifty  years.  From 
an  humble  origin  in  1850,  the  Grand  Lodge  now  carries  on 
its  rolls  267  lodges,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  more 
than  twenty  thousand,  and  the  condition  is  thus  reported : 

“It  is  my  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  the  general 
condition  of  Masonry  within  the  jurisdiction  is  excellent.  The  returns 
for  the  year  show  a net  increase  in  our  membership  of  over  875,  which 
has  been  exceeded  but  once  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

“Dispensations  have  been  issued  to  four  new  lodges,  each  of  which, 
according  to  my  information,  gives  every  promise  of  usefulness.  No 
lodge  has  Surrendered  its  charter.  The  financial  condition  of  the 
lodges  is,  as  a general  rule,  favorable.  Harmony  generally  exists, 
and,  in  most  localities,  there  is  apparent  a spirit  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
that  is  most  gratifying.” 

Fraternal  reference  is  made  to  the  dead  of  his  own  and 
other  jurisdictions,  and  in  an  especial  manner  to  those 
faithful  Craftsmen  of  every  jurisdiction  in  the  United 
States  who  gave  up  their  lives  in  support  of  the  flag  of 
their  country. 
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One  lodge  was  constituted,  dispensations  issued  for  the 
formation  of  four  new  ones,  and  four  weak  lodges  consoli- 
dated into  two. 

Grand  Lodge  was  thrice  convened  for  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing corner-stones  of  educational,  religious  and  public  build- 
ings, and  one  request  for  the  performance  of  such  function 
was  refused  because  the  building  had  been  entirely  com- 
pleted except  that  an  opening  had  been  left  for  the 
reception  of  the  corner-stone.  This  action  seems  to  be  an 
unnecessary  refinement,  but  the  Special  Committee  on 
Grand  Master’s  Address  approved  it  and  the  Committee’s 
report  was  adopted. 

Grand  Master  Angellotti’s  reply  to  the  letter  of  Grand 
Master  Upton,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington,  is  as 
forceful  as  convincing,  and  discusses  but  one  phase  of  the 
controversy  on  Negro  Masonry — that  of  exclusive  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  Grand  Lodges.  This  paper  is  unanswerable 
and  is  well  worth  studying. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  occupy  nine  pages 
of  the  proceedings  and  give  ample  evidence  of  earnest 
thought  and  research  in  their  preparation.  The  Jurispru- 
dence Committee  says  in  this  regard : 

“Your  Committee  has  carefully  reviewed  the  several  decisions 
reported  by  the  Grand  Master  in  his  Annual  Address,  and  has  com- 
pared them  with  the  Constitution  and  other  quoted  authorities.  We 
are  pleased  to  report  that  we  find  them  to  be  clear  and  accurate  state- 
ments and  a correct  interpretation  of  our  Masonic  law,  as  applied  to 
the  several  questions  submitted  for  his  consideration  during  the 
current  Masonic  year,  and  commend  them  to  the  careful  perusal  of 
our  Masonic  brethren. 

It  is  of  interest  to  the  Craft  in  North  Carolina  to  know 
what  the  Masons  of  California  have  done  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  that  State  within  a few  years.  The  Home 
has  been  built  and  equipped  almost  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  and  its  present  condition  is  thus  described  by  the 
Grand  Master: 
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"During  the  month  of  July,  I visited  and  made  an  inspection  of 
the  Home.  I found  nothing  to  criticise  and  everything  to  commend 
in  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  it  was  very  clear,  from  the 
conditions  there  existing,  that  the  Trustees,  and  those  immediately  in 
charge,  had  succeeded  in  making  the  place  a “Home”  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word  for  those  who  had  already  been  received.  The 
Home  is  now  an  established  institution,  and  whatever  differences  of 
opinion  may  have  existed  regarding  it  in  the  past,  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  our  present  duty  to  make  provision  for  its  government 
and  maintenance.  The  burden  of  supporting  it  will  necessarily,  for 
some  time  to  come,  bear  heavily  upon  the  lodges,  and  it  is  most  impor- 
tant that  as  economical  methods  shall  prevail  in  the  management  of 
the  institution  as  are  compatible  with  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
established.” 


In  connection  with  the  foregoing  no  excuse  will  be 
offered  for  making  this  extract  from  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Home: 

"The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  made  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Grand  Dodge  was  incomplete,  in  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  the 
exact  cost  of  the  Home,  for  the  reason  that  many  things  yet  remained 
to  be  done  in  order  to  place  the  Home  in  condition  to  be  occupied.  It 
therefore  seems  proper  at  this  time  before  entering  upon  a summary  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  for  the  year,  to  give  a statement  showing 
just  what  the  Home  has  cost  from  its  inception  to  the  31st  day  of 


August,  1899.  The  figures  are  as  follows  : 

The  land  cost $ 33,093  50 

Buildings 73,27928 

Water  supply  3,937  59 

Roads  and  walks 1,31875 

Gas  plant  562  00 

Furniture 12,788  37 

Tunnel,  1891 2,250  00 

Interest  on  mortgage,  1891 1,834  55 

Taxes,  1893 185  40 

Insurance  ($56,000) 858  90 

Permanent  improvements  since  dedication 6,842  51 

Making  a grand  total  of $136,950  85 


Ever}'  cent  of  which  has  been  paid,  as  well  as  running  expenses  since 
the  opening  of  the  Home,  amounting  to  $2,550.00,  making  the  entier 
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expense  incurred  for  the  Home  $139,500.85.  Of  this  amount  the 
Grand  Lodge  donated  from  its  treasury  directl}’  the  following  amounts; 


Original  subscription  in  1890 |io,ooooo 

Additional  donation  in  1897 20,000  00 

Donation  for  furniture  in  1899 _ 7,000  00 


Making  a total  actually  taken  from  the  Grand  Lodge  treasury  of 
$37,000.00.  This  statement  shows  that  the  individual  Mason  and 
Masonic  Bodies  and  Eastern  Star  Chapters  of  the  State  have  raised  for 
this  Home  the  munificent  sum  of  $102,500.85.  This  estimate  is  exclu- 
sive of  five  thousand  dollars  expended  for  the  erection  of  a Memorial 
Hall,  which  sum  was  raised  by  a committee  appointed  for  the  purpose 
at  the  Masonic  Festival,  of  which  Ero.  R.  P.  Hurlbut,  of  Mission 
Lodge  No.  169,  was  the  chairman.  The  entire  Home  is  finished  in  a 
style  commensurate  with  the  reputation  of  the  Craft,  and  stands  as  an 
ever-enduring  monument  to  the  loyalty  and  charity  of  the  Masons  of 
California.” 

Among  the  many  other  subjects  discussed  in  this 
admirable  paper  of  Grand  Master  Angellotti  that  of 
physical  qualifications  of  candidates  receives  thoughtful 
consideration,  but  it  is  apparent  that  Grand  Lodge  is  not 
yet  ready  to  relax  or  modify  its  rigid  requirements  in  this 
respect. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  267,  and  the  membership 
20,442. 

In  217  pages  of  very  fine  print  Past  Grand  Master 
William  A.  Davies  gives  an  interesting  and  comprehensive 
Report  on  Correspondence  in  which  North  Carolina  for 
1899  receives  very  kindly  notice. 

Under  Minnesota,  and  in  answer  to  the  prediction  of 
Bro.  Irving  Todd  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States  would  condemn  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington,  Brother  Davies  says: 

“You  are  not  mistaken,  Brother  Todd.  We  think  the  Masons  of 
California  generally  look  upon  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  as  a wicked  attempt  to  demoralize  and  destroy  American 
Masonry,  and  to  William  H.  Upton  belongs  this  un envied  honor.  May 
he  get  his  reward.” 

Charles  L.  Patton,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

George  Johnson,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
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CANADA— I9C0. 

45TH  Annual.  London,  July  18,  19. 

BETWEEN  the  first  cover  and  the  beginning- of  the  record 
we  find  portraits  of  five  Grand  Masters — Jas.  Kirkpat- 
rick Kerr,  1875-1876;  Wm.  H.  Weller,  1877-1878;  James  A. 
Henderson,  Q.  C.,  1879-1880;  Col.  James  Moffat,  1881; 
Daniel  Spry,  1882-1883 — aE  in  Masonic  regalia  except  the 
last. 

Six  Special  Communications  were  held  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  corner-stones  or  dedicating  Masonic  Halls. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  E.  T.  Malone,  occu- 
pies thirty  pages  and  is  an  excellent  record  of  the  year’s 
service.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Craft  has  made  decided 
progress  during  the  two  years  of  his  administration,  and  it 
must  be  gratifying  to  him  to  know  that  his  brethren  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  his  labors. 

This  is  the  condition  in  which  he  leaves  the  affairs  of 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction: 

“It  is  a pleasure  to  again  note  the  reports  of  peace  and  prosperity 
from  every  district  in  the  jurisdiction.  From  correspondence  of  my 
Deputies,  I am  able  to  assure  you  of  a respectable  increase  in  our 
membership.  I find  that  skilled  brethren  preside  over  the  lodges,  and 
that  no  appeal  for  charity  has  been  neglected.  It  will  be  gratifying 
to  learn  that  during  the  year  Grand  Lodge  expended  in  charitable 
grants  the  sum  of  #14,085,  and  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges  expended 
for  the  same  purpose  #11,901.30,  making  a total  of  #25,986.30,  without 
taking  into  account  the  local  Boards  of  Relief ; while  large  sums  have 
been  contributed  by  the  lodges  in  aid  of  the  Sick  Children’s  Hospital, 
the  Patriotic  Fund,  the  Red  Cross  Fund,  and  the  Ottawa  Fire  sufferers. 
Our  receipts  during  the  year  have  exceeded  those  of  any  previous  year, 
while  our  membership  roll  shows  a net  increase  of  1,238,  making  the 
total  membership  of  Grand  Lodge  26,195.  We  continue  to  hold,  and,  I 
trust,  merit  the  friendship  and  good-wdll  of  every  legitimate  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  world.” 

To  the  modest,  unpretentious  toilers  in  the  ranks  he 
pays  this  tribute: 
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“Year  after  year  we  pay  a tribute  of  love  to  the  memory  of  dis- 
tinguished brethren  who  have  been  called  to  their  reward,  but  by 
some  oversight  no  memorial  page  is  set  apart  to  the  memory  of  those 
who  aspired  not  to  be  among  the  rulers  of  the  Craft,  but  rather  pre- 
ferred to  be  of  the  class  who  serve,  but  whose  lives  have  been  an  exem- 
plification of  the  best  teachings  of  Masonry.  I desire,  clierefore,  to 
•acid  my  tribute  to  this  class,  whom  I shall  term  the  nameless  dead.  To 
these  desolate  homes,  to  those  whose  hearts  are  rent  with  grief,  we 
send  a message  of  consolation,  as  well  as  an  assurance  that  the  memory 
of  their  loved  ones  is  cherished  in  our  hearts.” 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  only  three  in 
number,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

In  the  evolution  of  Masonry  ignorance  of  the  rudiments 
of  education  is  generally  deemed  a bar  to  entrance  into  the 
Fraternity,  but  it  was  not  always  so,  and,  in  the  case 
referred  to,  if  the  applicant  possessed  the  other  qualifica- 
tions, the  probability  is  that  he  would  bring1  less  reproach 
to  the  lodge  than  some  of  its  educated  members.  But  the 
times  change  and  men  with  them.  This  is  the  decision: 

“r.  I forbade  the  initiation  of  a man  who,  although  possessing 
considerable  worldly  wealth,  was  unable  to  write  or  sign  his  name.  I 
considered  that  a man  so  ignorant  would  be  out  of  place  in  a Masonic 
lodge.  The  admission  of  such  a man  would  be  a reflection  on  our 
institution.” 

There  is  very  much  more  in  the  Grand  Master’s  address, 
in  the  reports  of  committees  and  especially  in  the  reports  of 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  that  merits  fuller  notice, 
but  lack  of  space  forbids. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Benevolence  we  take 
these  figures  as  showing  that  our  Canadian  brethren  do  the 
handsome  thing  for  their  worthy  dependents : 

Total  amount  of  grants  made  at  this  Annual  Communication.  J 11,620  00 
Maximum  grants  have  been  made  to  29  brethren  and  5 
widows. 

Interim  grants  were  made  during  the  year  of  1899-1900 

amounting  to 545  co 

Total  amount  of  grants  made  at  Annual  Communication  in 

1899 10,115  °o 


Increase. 


.$  960  00 
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During  the  year  1899-1900  the  amount  contributed  for  benevolence 


was  as  follows: 

Payments  on  Benevolent  Orders $10,150  00 

Grant  to  Hull  and  Ottawa  Fire  Fund 2,000  00 

Grant  to  National  Patriotic  Fund  for  South  African  Contin- 
gents   1,000  00 

Grants  made  by  61  lodges  making  returns  to  Grand  Lodge....  2,663  68 
Grants  made  by  Local  Boards  of  Relief 2,544  93 

Total $ 18,358  61 


The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Henry  Robertson  and  is  a brief  review  of 
the  proceedings  of  sixty  Grand  Lodges,  North  Carolina  for 
1899  being  of  the  number. 

Number  of  lodges  362  and  membership  26,195. 

Richard  B.  Hungerford,  JI.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

J.  J.  Mason,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


COLORADO-1899. 

39TH  Annual.  Denver,  September  19,  20. 

F)1CTURES  and  short  biographies  of  Grand  Master 
* Alphonse  A.  Burnand  and  of  Past  Grand  Masters  Henrv 
M.  Teller  and  Harper  M.  Orahood  adorn  the  volume. 

After  extending  a cordial  greeting  to  the  members 
present,  the  Grand  Master  made  the  sorrowful  announce- 
ment that  four  distinguished  brethren  had  been  called 
to  the  final  reckoning  — Past  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Francis  L.  Childs  and  Past  Grand  Masters  Oren  H.  Henry, 
George  E.  Wyman  and  Byron  L.  Carr. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  the  Fraternity  to  be  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition  and  “hungry  for  information,” 
and  suggests  that  there  should  be  better  methods  for  dis- 
seminating Masonic  knowledge.  He  advises  also  that  the 
records  concerning  the  members  of  the  lodges  who  have 
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entered  the  army  or  navy  should  be  gathered  up  and  put  in 
form  for  preservation  while  the  facts  are  fresh  in  the 
memory. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the  sum 
of  $1,000  be  appropriated  to  aid  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia  in  suitably  providing  for  the  memorial  services  to 
be  held  at  Mt.  Vernon  on  the  centennial  of  Washington’s 
death  was  approved  by  the  Special  Committee,  and  the 
report  of  the  Committee  unanimously  adopted  by  Grand 
Lodge.  The  part  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado 
in  giving-  shape  to  this  memorable  ceremonial  is  thus 
presented  by  the  Grand  Master : 

"The  Washington  Memorial  occasion  is  an  auspicious  event,  full 
of  interest  not  only  to  the  Masons  of  this  generation  but  to  the  Craft 
universal  for  all  time  to  come.  This  jurisdiction  is  especially  inter- 
ested in  doing  all  that  can  be  expected  of  it  to  assist  in  maintaining  the 
dignity  of  the  occasion.  The  first  thought  concerning  this  centennial 
memorial  was  conceived  in  the  brain  of  one  of  our  own  distinguished 
members,  and  our  Grand  Lodge  approved  the  idea  as  soon  as  it  was 
mentioned.  At  our  request  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia  has  taken  the  lead  in  planning  for  these  exercises.  She  has 
found  that  the  event  is  of  more  than  local  interest,  of  more  than 
national  interest,  that  it  is  of  world-wide  interest.” 

The  request  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  for  an 
interchange  of  representatives  is  reported  by  the  Grand 
Master,  who  was  pleased  to  recommend  a representative  of 
that  Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado.  The 
Grand  Representatives  were  received  with  the  honors  due 
them.  Bro.  Joseph  W.  Milsom  bore  the  credentials  of 
North  Carolina. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  three 
new  lodges. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Grand  Master  and 
Bro.  Adna  Adams  Treat,  who  has  passed  the  one  hundred 
and  second  year  of  his  life,  makes  pleasant  reading. 

Corner-stones  of  a church  and  high  school  were  laid, 
and  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Telluride  dedicated. 
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Many  visitations  were  made,  and  the  Grand  Master 
believes  they  were  profitable  to  the  Craft  and  knows  they 
were  pleasant  to  him. 

The  most  original,  if  not  the  most  feasible,  plan  of 
dealing  with  the  non-affiliate  is  thus  presented  by  the 
Grand  Master: 

“Time  and  space  forbid  a proper  discussion  of  this  important 
matter.  It  seems  clear  that  all  the  evils  of  non-affiliation, ‘as  well  as 
those  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  cluster  around  this  one 
subject.  So  many  brethren  are  standing  within  the  gates  and  yet 
without  the  the  sanctuary,  so  many  thousands  are  annually  cut  off  from 
all  Masonic  privileges,  including  that  of  Masonic  burial,  all  on  account 
of  the  question  of  dues,  that  it  does  seem  as  if  the  wisdom  of  the  Craft 
ought  to  be  able  to  solve  this  important  problem. 

“Permit  me  to  state  that  in  my  humble  opinion  the  time  is  coming, 
and  no  man  knows  how  soon,  when  the  fees  for  the  first  three  degrees 
will  be  made  to  cover  not  only  the  cost  of  initiating,  crafting  and  rais- 
ing, but  will  include  enough  to  pay  for  a life  membership.  Then, 
instead  of  being  prohibited,  life  membership  will  become  universal; 
then  by  wise  laws  prohibiting  the  use  of  these  funds  during  the  life  of 
the  member,  sufficient  interest  can  be  obtained  to  pay  annually  into  the 
treasury  more  than  can  be  collected  from  dues.  When  that  day  comes 
we  will  have  no  non-affiliates,  no  brethren  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues.  Then  will  it  be  universally  known  that  every  suspended 
Mason  has  committed  some  crime  greater  than  the  crime  of  poverty.” 

Three  dispensations  to  attend  divine  service  as  a lodge 
were  issued  and  approved  by  Grand  Lodge.  It  does  seem 
that  the'  ostentation  and  possible  advertising  involved  in 
these  displays  should  be  discouraged  by  Grand  Masters. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were  generally  sus- 
tained by  Grand  Lodge  and  in  two  instances  over  the 
adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  balance  in  the  General 
Fund  to  be  $10,509.87,  and  in  the  Library  Fund  $1,296.50. 

Bro.  James  R.  Killian  delivered  an  oration  from  which 
is  extracted  this  picture  of  Colorado : 

“And,  too,  it  is  a most  pleasing  thought  and  a source  of  just  pride 
to  each  of  us  to  know  that  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  comprises  the  State 


APPENDIX. 


i9 


of  Colorado,  fair  virgin  Colorado,  a land  ‘where  every  prospect 
pleases  ’ — a land  of  snow  and  sunshine — a land  of  frost  and  flowers — 
with  her  rolling  prairies — her  wide-extending  plains — her  smiling 
valleys — her  waving  forests — her  sky-piercing  peaks — her  sparkling 
streams — her  winding  rivers — her  gladsome  hills  and  glens  and  parks 
and  dales,  and  her  mountains,  sublime  and  majestic;  at  once  making  a 
happy  combination  of  the  beautiful  and  sublime — a rare  blending  of  all 
that  is  tender  and  terriffic  in  nature." 

There  are  94  chartered  lodges  and  two  tinder  dispensa- 
tion, with  a total  membership  of  7,974. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a review  of  the 
proceedings  of  fifty-six  Grand  Lodges  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  the  work  is  profitable  and  instructive.  North  Carolina 
for  1899  received  fraternal  notice. 

Alphonse  A.  Burnand,  M.  II'.  Grand  Master. 

En.  C.  Parmelee,  R.  II'.  Grand  Secretary. 


HREE  Special  Communications  of  Grand  Lodge  were 


held  for  the  purpose,  respectively,  of  laying  the  corner- 
stone of  the  county  court-house  at  Danbury,  June  27,  1S99; 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  Past  Deputy 
Grand  Master  Edmund  T.  Mahon,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Nova  Scotia,  on  March  12,  1899;  and  on  April  7,  1899,  for 
dedicating  to  Masonic  uses  the  new  hall  of  Hamilton  Lodge, 
No.  54,  at  Sharon. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Annual  Communication  there 
were  present  all  the  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Gfficers 
who  were  permanent  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  twenty- 
seven  Grand  Representatives,  among  whom  was  North 
Carolina’s  Representative,  R.  W.  Bro.  Augustus  C.  Gold- 
ing, Past  Deputy  Grand  Master.  One  hundred  and  eight 


CONNECTICUT- 1 900. 


112TH  Annual. 


Hartford, 


January  17,  18. 
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of  the  one  hundred  and  nine  Subordinate  Lodges  had 
delegates  present. 

In  his  excellent  address  the  Grand  Master,  George  G. 
McNall,  has  this  flattering  condition  to  exhibit: 

“The  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, marked  by  an  increase  of  membership  quite  as  noteworthy  from 
the  quality  as  the  quantity  of  the  material.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 
In  our  human  existence  there  can  be  no  halting;  we  must  either 
advance  or  retrograde,  and  I am  pleased  to  note  the  increasing  care  of 
the  lodges  in  the  election  of  candidates.” 

Two  Past  Grand  Masters,  Dwight  Phelps  and  Janies 
Henry  Welsh,  a Past  Grand  Treasurer,  George  Lee,  and  a 
Past  Grand  Tiler,  Henry  E.  Patten,  are  reported  as  having 
finished  their  labors  here  below.  Tender  reference  is  made 
to  the  fraternal  dead  of  other  jurisdictions. 

The  reports  of  the  District  Deputies  confirm  the  accu- 
racy of  the  Grand  Master  as  to  the  excellent  condition  of 
the  Craft  generally. 

A few  official  visits,  and  less  than  the  usual  number  of 
dispensations,  are  reported. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  refer  to  his  con- 
struction of  Particular  Regulations,  and  are  sustained  by 
the  Jurisprudence  Committee. 

This  extract  from  the  close  of  the  address  is,  to  our 
mind,  so  true  that  it  could  profitably  be  incorporated  in  the 
annual  message  of  every  Grand  Master  of  every  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  world : 

“From  my  visits  to  the  different  lodges,  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
occasional  addresses  by  well-informed  brethren  on  the  design  and 
philosophy  of  Freemasonry  will  tend  to  counteract  any  narrowness 
produced  by  too  close  a view  of  the  importance  of  the  ritual  itself; 
not  that  I wish  in  any  way  to  imply  that  I do  not  approve  of  a 
close  conformity  to  the  ritual,  but  there  is  a broader  and  grander 
spirit  in  our  Order  than  can  be  expressed  in  the  mere  formula  of 
words.  Also  the  frequent  intercourse  between  lodges,  the  bringing 
together  of  the  brethren  of  neighboring  communities,  is  a means  of 
creating  emulation,  and  will  produce  a good  effect  to  the  Craft  at 
large.” 
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The  Grand  Treasurer,  Bro.  Miles  Wh  Graves,  shows  a 
balance  in  hand  of  $7,686.37. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  John  H. 
Barlow,  is  interesting-  and  shows  clearly  that  his  colleagues 
in  the  Subordinate  Lodges  are  helpful  and  considerate. 

Number  of  lodges  on  the  roll  109:  membership  17,446: 
•a  net  gain  of  2 x 4. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  by  M.  W.  Bro.  John  H. 
Barlow  is  a review  of  the  proceedings  of  sixty-four  Grand 
Lodges,  and  is  full  of  interest  and  information  from  first  to 
last.  North  Carolina’s  journal  for  1899  receives  fraternal 
review. 

For  the  sore  bereavement  which  has  overshadowed  his 
heart  and  home  words  can  furnish  no  balm,  but  we  wish  to 
express  to  our  brother  our  sincere  condolence  and  sympathy 
with  him  in  this  hour  of  overwhelming  sorrow.  He  makes 
this  manlv,  simple  statement  of  his  affliction: 

"To  the  writer,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  sorrow  and  bereave- 
ment. We  have  been  called  to  stand  before  the  open  grave  of  a loved 
companion  who  for  many  years  has  shared  our  joys  and  sorrows,  and 
without  revelation  the  future  is  indeed  dark  and  gloomy,  but  we 
rejoice  that  through  the  merits  of  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  we 
can  look  forward  to  a joyful  resurrection  and  reunion  with  the  loved 
ones  gone  before.” 

John  O.  Rowland,  M.  1 1'.  Grand  Master. 

John  H.  Barlow,  M.  II'.  Grand  Secretary. 


DELAWARE— 1900. 

94TH  Annual,  Wilmington,  October  3. 

THE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  W . A . Black,  whose 
portrait  forms  the  frontispiece,  gives  a clear  account- 
ing of  the  official  acts  of  his  administration.  The  condition 
of  the  Craft  is  thus  reported  by  the  Grand  Master: 
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“It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  our  relations 
with  sister  Grand  Lodges  have  been  of  the  most  pleasant  character; 
nothing  having  arisen  during  the  past  year  to  disturb  the  general 
peace,  harmony  and  prosperity  which  prevailed  throughout  this- 
jurisdiction  at  the  close  of  the  official  labors  of  my  esteemed 
predecessor. 

“It  is  a great  source  of  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  peace  and 
harmony  prevails  throughout  the  jurisdiction  ; there  is  an  entire 
absence  of  internal  discord,  dissension  or  even  dispute,  and  in  my 
judgment  the  brethren  have  never  manifested  a greater  interest  in 
the  workings  of  our  noble  Order.” 

The  usual  fraternal  reference  to  the  dead  is  made,, 
and  special  tribute  paid  to  distinguished  members  of  the 
Craft  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

A refusal  to  grant  dispensation  to  confer  the  third 
degree  out  of  time  is  reported,  and  the  lodges  enjoined  to 
go  slow  in  the  matter  of  rapid  transit  unless  there  is  a real 
emergency. 

All  the  lodges  have  been  visited  by  Grand  Master, 
some  more  than  once,  and  the  general  efficiency  and  fitness 
of  lodge  officers  receive  his  commendation. 

The  request  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Washington  for  an  exchange  of  representatives  was  held 
in  abeyance  until  this  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge.  After 
consideration  it  was  decided  to  wait  until  the  status  of  that 
Gran  Lodge  in  the  matter  of  clandestine  Masonry  was 
fully  determined. 

It  was  ordered  by  Grand  Lodge  that  the  newly  formed 
Grand  Lodge  of  Western  Australia  be  recognized  as  a reg- 
ular and  independent  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons. 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  B.  F.  Bartram, 
confirms  the  statement  of  the  Grand  Master  as  to  the  excel- 
lent condition  of  the  Craft. 

There  are  21  lodges,  with  a membership  of  2,320, 
showing  a net  gain  of  85. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  L.  H. 
Jackson  and  covers  the  review  of  sixty  Grand  Lodges,  and 
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in  point  of  compression  will  give  connover  points.  The 
work  occupies  about  70  pages  of  the  volume. 


vSPECIAL  Communication  for  the  exemplification  of 


the  work  of  the  three  degrees  was,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  March  30th. 

At  the  Semi-annual  Communication  of  May  10th,  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee,  reporting  on  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Washington,  fraternally  requested  that 
Grand  Lodge  to  withdraw  from  the  position  it  had  assumed 
upon  the  question  of  Negro  Masonry,  and  the  report  was 
adopted  by  Grand  Lodge. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  John  H.  Small,  Jr.,  opens 
with  the  gratifying  statement  that  the  Grand  Jurisdiction 
is  harmonious  and  prosperous. 

His  decisions  and  dispensations  were  approved  by  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee  and  by  Grand  Lodge. 

The  work  of  the  Board  of  Relief  receives  the  hearty 
commendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  on  this  subject  he 
says  in  part: 

“The  Board  continues  to  be  in  a highly  properous  condition;  its 
affairs  are  carefully  managed,  its  members  are  exceedingly  zealous 
and  painstaking,  • and  it  enjoys  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
entire  Fraternity.  But  one  assessment  of  five  cents  per  capita  was 
levied  during  the  year.” 

As  showing  the  value  of  organized  Masonic  relief  we 
clip  the  following  extract  from  a foot-note  to  the  Report  of 
the  Board  made  on  January  4,  1900: 


Joseph  Stewart,  M.  17'.  Grand  Master. 
Benjamin  F.  Bartram,  R.  11'.  Grand  Secretary. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  -1899. 


S9TH  Annual. 


Washington, 


November  8. 
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“Note. — It  is.  worthy  of  note  that  during-  the  past  year  we  have 
had  a less  number  than  usual  of  the  old-time  Masonic  tramp  and 
impostor.  This  personage  is  being  gradually  driven  into  the  country 
towns  and  places  where  the  distance  between  lodges  is  great,  thus 
making  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  him  to  ply  his  trade  and  earn  even 
the  simplest  living. 

“The  year  1899  was  the  fourth  in  succession  that  the  Board  has 
found  it  necessary  to  levy  but  ope  assessment  of  five  cents  per  capita. 
This  sum  has  been  found  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  our  relief 
work,  enabling  us  to  relieve  the  worthy  as  their  needs  and  necessities 
demanded.  The  unworthy  received  no  part  of  our  funds  except  what 
was  expended  for  their  board  and  lodging  pending  the  investigation  as 
to  their  worthiness  or  unworthiness. 

“The  number  of  applications  made  to  the  Board  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1887  is  more  than  six  hundred,  or  about  fifty  per  annum,  the 
percentage  of  unworthy  applicants  being  about  sixty.’* 

The  Grand  Master  reports  having  exercised  his 
prerogative,  on  October  21,  1899,  of  making  Admiral  Win- 
field Scott  Schley  a Mason  at  sight.  If  distinguished  public 
service  entitles  anyone  to  this  honor  the  gallant  and  modest 
sailor  is  worthy  of  it. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  address  the  Grand  Master  pays 
this  compliment  to  the  Craft  of  the  District : 

“We  have  in  this  jurisdiction  enthusiastic,  earnest  Masons  whose 
loyalty  and  zeal,  I firmly  believe,  are  not  surpassed  in  the  world,  and 
I have  felt  that  distinguished  visiting  Masons  have  been  sincere  in 
their  frequent  expressions  of  admiration  of  our  work  and  of  the  fine 
character  of  the  personnel  of  our  lodges.” 

The  ladies  of  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  presented  a petition  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  asking  its  approval  for  the  erection  of  a building  to 
be  known  as  the  “Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.”  The  Special  Committee  to  which 
the  memorial  was  referred  asked  for  further  time  for  its 
consideration,  and  the  matter  was  postponed  until  May, 
1 900. 

The  new  Grand  Master,  Wm.  G.  Henderson,  in  his 
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inaugural  gives  some  sound  advice  in  regard  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  acceptance  of  new  material. 

There  are  31  lodges  in  the  District  and  a membership 
of  5,579- 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a review  of  the 
transactions  of  forty-eight  Grand  Lodges,  North  Carolina 
for  1899,  of  the  number,  and  is  for  the  thirtieth  time  the 
handicraft  of  our  venerable  and  beloved  brother,  William 
R.  Singleton.  We  earnestly  hope  our  brother’s  health  has 
improved  since  writing  his  “conclusion  ’: 

“The  printer  requests  us  to  write  the  conclusion.  This  we  now 
do  by  saying  that  from  a sick  bed  we  have  arisen  to  write  this,  which 
will  be  our  conclusion  of  the  present  report : 

“‘May  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven,  have  you  all  in  His  holy 
keeping.  Amen.’” 

Wm.  G.  Henderson,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Wm.  R.  Singleton,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


HE  address  of  Grand  Master  Silas  B.  Wright  is  a com- 


pact statement  of  his  official  doings  for  the  Masonic 
year.  His  portrait  appears  as  a frontispiece  of  the  volume. 

His  rulings  were  few  and  were  approved  by  Grand 
Lodge. 

We  heartily  endorse  these  sensible  words  of  Brother 
Wright  and  feel  that  the  space  could  not  be  used  to  better 
purpose : 

“In  Freemasonry,  as  in  other  relations  in  life,  practice  is  better 
than  precept.  It  is  clear  that  the  Worshipful  Master  must  be  what  he 
desires  his  brethren  to  become.  If  he  finds  a lack  of  interest  or  want 
of  life  in  the  lodge,  he  must  set  himself  to  restore  it  or  to  infuse  new 
life  into  the  institution.  His  guiding  star  in  this  work  will  be  the 
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oft-proved  principle,  that  ‘like  begets  like.’  Enthusiasm  can  only  be 
aroused  by  enthusiasm.  I am  convinced  that  in  many  cases  the  lan- 
guishing condition  of  our  lodges  is  directly  traceable  to  the  slack, 
imperfect  and  oft-times  improper  manner  in  which  the  officers  perform 
their  duties. 

“It  is  very  unfortunate  for  Masonry  that  there  are  a few  brethren 
who  think  that  they  must  be  funny  and  attempt  jokes  at  the  candidate. 
They  delight  in  approaching  a candidate  with  remarks  which  to  them 
are  excrutiatingly  humorous.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  their  catch 
phrases.  You  all  know  them.  None  are  new  or  original,  but  all  are 
unmasonic.  They  tend  to  destroy  in  advance  the  beautiful  lessons 
sought  to  be  conveyed. 

“The  lectures  of  Freemasonry  have  been  compiled  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  impress  wise  and  important  truths.  To  have  their  serious 
contemplation  burlesqued  by  thoughtless  remarks  and  innuendo  is 
embarrassing  to  the  candidate  and  distasteful  to  the  Craft  in  general. 
The  degrees  of  Masonry  are  too  serious  for  such  attempted  witticisms, 
brethren.  See  to  it  that  all  such  remarks  are  avoided  and  that  all 
lodge  ceremonies  are  conducted  in  a manner  and  spirit  to  convey  the 
impression  sought  in  the  lecture.  Let  us  not  be  over-anxious  to 
increase  our  membership,  but  keep  up  the  standard  of  requirements 
that  the  individual  character  of  our  members  will  reflect  credit  on  our 
lodges.  Mankind  will  judge  us  b}'  our  standard,  and  that  standard  is 
set  by  the  individual  members  of  the  Order.” 

The  Grand  Master  reports  twenty-two  official  visits  and 
gives  a brief  account  of  the  Washington  Memorial  Observ- 
ances. 

The  Grand  Lodge  Trustees  report  the  bonded  indebt- 
edness to  be  $20,400,  with  offsets  of  $10,372.57,  not  a bad 
showing. 

Past  Grand  Master  W.  E.  Anderson  delivered  an  inter- 
esting and  instructive  oration. 

In  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Florida  there  are  147 
lodges  and  a membership  of  4,321. 

Notwithstanding  the  favorable  action  of  Grand  Lodge 
last  year  as  to  the  printing  of  a Report  on  Correspondence 
there  is  no  evidence  that  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  that 
end, — at  any  rate  there  is  no  report. 

Silas  B.  Wright,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 
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GEORGIA— 1899. 

113TH  Annual.  Macon,  October  31. 

THE  Grand  Master,  Bro.  W.  A.  Davis,  gives  in  his 
address  a report  of  his  stewardship  for  the  past 
Masonic  year.  Official  visits,  not  very  numerous,  are 
reported  fully.  Seventy-eight  dispensations  for  various 
purposes  were  granted,  and  these  are  all  approved  by 
Grand  Lodge. 

Twenty-six  decisions  were-  reported  and  all  were 
approved  by  the  jurisprudence  Committee  except  for  some 
slight  modification  of  two  or  three. 

The  most  friendly  relations  subsist  between  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  other  Grand  jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Master  bestows  high  praise  upon  the  work 
and  influence  of  the  District  Deputies  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  Grand  Lodge  would  soon  be  able  to  compensate 
these  officers  instead  of  taxing  the  lodges,  as  is  now  done, 
for  their  services.  Grand  Lodge  through  its  Committee  on 
General  Welfare  took  fright  at  this  sentiment  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  declared  that  only  the  lodges  instructed  should 
pay  the  Deputies. 

Reference  is  made  by  the  Grand  Master,  under  the 
name  of  “Industrial  Home,”  to  an  effort  of  a Mason,  Bro. 
W.  E.  Mumford,  to  found  “The  Georgia  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Friendless  and  Outcast  Orphans  and  Children 
of  Georgia.”  This  enterprise  has  no  connection  with 
Grand  Lodge,  but  contributions  of  more  than  $200  were 
laid  upon  the  altar  by  the  brethren  as  an  expression  of 
sympathy  and  good-will.  Brother  Mumford ’s  object  is 
thus  spoken  of  by  the  Grand  Master: 

“I  consider  this  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  important  enterprises 
that  has  been  inaugurated  in  this  State  within  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century.  I have  not  doubted  its  success  from  its  very  incipiency. 
Already  there  are  fifty-four  inmates  in  this  Home,  and  numbers  more 
are  asking  admission.  God  bless  the  man,  and  bless  the  labors  of  the 
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man,  whose  heart  is  burning  with  love  for  humanity,  and  whose  high- 
est ambition  and  purest  aspiration  is,  to  write  his  name  in  letters  of 
love  on  the  hearts  of  the  wandering  waifs  of  our  land.  If  each  act  of 
charity,  as  told  in  the  Hebrew  Books  of  old,  is  converted  into  an 
Angel  of  Mercy,  what  a Heavenly  Host  shall  throng  the  Throne  of 
God,  to  proclaim  his  entrance  to  the  Holy  City.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  now  reported  to  be  entirely  out  of 
debt,  and  it  is  considered  to  be  a good  time  to  begin  to 
think  about  the  Masonic  fad  of  having  a Masonic  Home 
sometime  soon.  The  following  extract  from  the  minutes 
shows  that  Grand  Lodge  is  willing  to  take  up  the  burden : 

“Right  Worshipful  Max  Meyerhardt,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

“ ‘That  a Committee  of  One,  from  each  Congressional  District,  be 
appointed  to  formulate  some  plan  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
a Masonic  Home;  that  said  Committee  have  power  to  receive  contribu- 
tions in  money  and  sites,  and  report  at  the  next  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  said  Committee  to  act  without  any 
expense  to  the  Grand  Lodge.’  ” 

The  Grand  Master  pays  handsome  tribute  to  the 
efficiency  and  fidelity  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Secretary,  and  of  the  latter  he  says  in  part : 

“His  familiarity  with  the  law,  and  the  cheerful  and  willing 
spirit  which  he  has  always  manifested,  in  assisting  the  Grand  Master 
at  any  and  all  times,  has  caused  me  to  often  consult  him,  rather  than 
to  turn,  the  pages  of  our  law  books  for  Masonic  information.  He 
frequently  anticipates  my  desires  and  volunteers  information  before 
I have  opportunity  of  asking.  Such  treatment  has  imposed  on  me  a 
debt  of  gratitude,  and  I can  not  too  highly  commend  his  zeal  and 
efficiency.” 

The  Grand  Master  and  the  Memorial  Committees  offered 
eloquent  eulogies  to  the  memory  of  the  dead  who,  having 
finished  their  course,  have  entered  into  rest. 

At  the  close  of  his  address  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
Davis  devotes  four  or  five  pages  to  the  consideration  of 
“The  Influence  of  Masonry  on  the  Destiny  of  Man  and  the 
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History  of  the  World,  ” and  elicits  from  the  Committee  on 
Address  this  commendation: 

■‘■‘Lastly,  we  commend  to  the  careful  consideration  of  every 
brother  present,  as  well  as  to  every  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction,  the 
beautiful  and  instructive  address  of  our  Grand  Master.  May  he  live 
long  to  promulgate  the  truly  Masonic  principles  laid  down  therein." 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  • on  Grievances  and 
Appeals  discloses  a condition  that  we  can  not  well  under- 
stand— tli£  expulsion  of  members  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
The  names  of  7-8  of  these  delinquents  are  .given.,  and  this 
is  the  way  they  are  disposed  of: 

“The  following  members  of  the  lodges  named,  have  been  charged, 
tried  and  sentenced,  for  non-payment  of  dues,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Masonic  law  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  your  Committee  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  said  several  lodges  be 
carried  into  effect,  and  that  the  said  members  by  this  Grand  Lodge  be 
expelled.” 

This  “expulsion,”  however,  may  mean  only  exclusion 
from  lodge  privileges,  which  may  terminate  on  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  of  dues  accruing-  up  to  the  date  of 
the  “expulsion,” 

The  number  of  lodges  on  the  roll  is  430,  and  the  mem- 
bership 19,332;  a net  gain  of  seven  lodges  and  771  mem- 
bers. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  the  thirteenth  from  his 
pen,  is  the  work  of  Bro,  W.  S.  Ramsey,  and  gives  an  inter- 
esting review  of  fifty-seven  Grand  Lodge  transactions,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  for  1899  receiving  a very 
kindly  notice.  We  can  appreciate  Brother  Ramsey’s  sense  of 
relief  when  he  finished  his  wading  through  the  fifty-seven 
volumes  in  search  of  something  appetizing  for  the  many 
thousands  who  disregard  the  invitation  to  come  to  his 
board  and  enjoy  the  good  things  he  has  prepared  for  them 
at  the  cost  of  so  much  time  and  earnest  effort.  We  extract 
this  from  his  “conclusion”: 
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“We  commend  this  work  to  your  consideration;  it  is  the  result  odr 
many  a brain  throb  and  many  a heart  ache,  through  weary  weeks  of 
labor  in  this  field,  so  as  to  select  for  you  the  cream  of  the  proceedings- 
under  review.  How  well  this  has  been  done  you  must  judge;  but 
whether  entertained  or  not,  we  know  you  will  be  instructed  if  you 
read  these  reports. 

“Indulgent  as  you  have  ever  been,  I am  sure  that  you  have  the 
mantle  of  Charity  for  any  defects  you  may  discover,  and  praise  for 
what  may  be  praisew’orthy.” 

W.  A.  Davis,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master . 

W.  A.  Wouhjn,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


IDAHO—  1900. 

33RD  Annual,  Boise,  September  ii,  12,  13. 

A GROUP  picture  of  Grand  Lodge  occupies  the  fly-leaf 
and  photographs  of  the  Grand  Master,  George  D. 
Golden,  and  of  Past  Grand  Master  Francis  E.  Ensign,  are 
found  towards  the  end  of  the  proceedings. 

The  address  of  the  outgoing  Grand  Master,  John  C. 
Muerman,  is  a plain  and  sensible  presentation  of  his  official 
doings  and,  in  his  recommendations,  indicates  that  he  was 
the  right  man  for  the  place.  Without  any  purpose  of 
reflecting  on  the  fitness  of  his  successor,  we  can  not  refrain 
from  expressing  the  opinion  that  Brother  Muerman  should 
have  been  retained  for  another  year  at  least.  There  is  so 
much  of  wisdom  and  practical  good  sense  in  this  part  of  his 
address  that  we  feel  warranted  in  presenting  it  entire : 

“In  our  jurisdiction  one  new  lodge  has  been  added  and  one  charter 
surrendered,  leaving  our  number  today  the  same  as  in  the  former 
report. 

“There  has  been,  however,  during  the  past  year,  a steady  and  sub- 
stantial growth  and  our  Subordinate  Lodges  are  beginning  to  realize 
the  fact  that  'to  guard  well  the  portals’  is  the  true  safeguard  of 
Masonry. 

“The  reports  of  our  Grand  Masters  from  y^ear  to  year  are  apt  to  be 
quite  similar  as  in  so  short  a time  not  many  great  changes  take  place 
in  our  lodges. 
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“During  the  year  I have  visited  each  lodge  at  least  once,  and  sev- 
eral twice.  I have  carefully  inspected  the  Secretary’s  and  Treasurer’s 
records  and  find  in  nearly  all  lodges  the  accounts  are  carefully  and 
■completely  kept. 

“A  good  Secretary  is  a blessing  to  any  lodge,  and  a poor  one 
should  have  a good  assistant. 

“The  selection  of  Masters  is  also  important  and  the  very  be,st  only 
should  be  selected — line  of  promotion  should  make  no  difference,  but 
•occupations  of  certain  kinds  should  exclude  any  one. 

“The  trestle-board  of  our  lodge  should  be. free  from  all  stains,  and 
the  one  who  draws  the  designs  should  himself  be  able  to  draw  only 
those  designs  that  true  Masons  would  be  glad  to  follow.  No  apology 
should  ever  be  made  for  those  in  authority. 

“The  By-laws  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges  state  a time  of  meeting, 
and  it  should  be  the  duty-  of  each  Master  to  call  the  lodge  to  order  at 
the  time  specified,  if  he  has  a quorum;  .if  not,  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  secure  one  ‘on  time.’  Eight  o’clock  should  not  mean  8:30. 

“The  finances  of  our  lodge  need  the  same  watchfulness  and  care 
that  should  govern  our  private  affairs;  fine  furniture  and  trimmings 
are  perfectly  proper  if  we  can  afford  them;  but  if  they  are  to  be  had  at 
the  expense  of  an  empty  treasury,  or  what  is  still  worse,  a heavy  debt, 
the  lodge  will  suffer  and  our  interest,  except  the  to  per  cent,  paid,  will 
rapidly'  grow  less. 

“Promptness,  both  in  opening  and  closing,  and  care  to  husband 
every  resource  of  the  lodge,  will  ultimately7  lead  to  lasting  success  and 
the  happy'  expression,  ‘We  are  out  of  debt  and  own  our  own  hall,’  will 
be  heard  more  often  than  at  present.  Prepare  for  the  future  by7  watch- 
ing and  guarding  well  the  present." 

The  dispensations,  decisions  and  recommendations  of 
the  Grand  Master  were  approved.  Upon  his  advice  the 
cruel  and  unmasonic  enactment  against  non-affiliates  was 
wiped  off  the  books,  and  these  wandering  brethren  are  no 
longer  pursued  as  criminal  outcasts. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report  we  take  his  financial 
recapitulation : 

RECAPITULATION. 


Balances  General  Fund $ 1,610  23 

Balances  Representative  Fund 1,432  20 

Balances  Orphan  P'und 15.778  °7 

Balances  Interest  Orphan  Fund 9.625  14 

Balances  District  Deputy7  Fund 427  7° 

Balances  Library7  Fund I ot 


Total £28,874  35 
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An  inspection  of  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
( )rphan  Fund  shows  that  the  sum  of  $900  was  expended  in 
the  relief  of  orphan  children  and  indigent  Masons. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  of  Mexican  Masonry,  the 
Grand  Lodge  accepted  the  advice  of  the  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence to  go  slow,  very  slo-w,  in  the  matter  of  recog- 
nizing the  Gran  Dieta;  and  it  decided  for  the  present  to 
pursue  the  same  even  gait  toward  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Belgium  in  regard  to  its  alleged  recognition  of  the  Grand- 
Orient  of  France. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  29  and  the  membership  1,300. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Fred  G.  Mock  who,  in  83  pages,  gives  a sum- 
mary of  the  doings  of  fifty-four  English-speaking  Grand 
Lodges,  and  supplements  his  work  by  adding  the  trans- 
lations of  Brother  Frenkel  as  to  the  foreign  Grand  Lodges. 
These  translations,  authorized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York,  are  interesting  and  valuable  and  the  brethren  of  Idaho 
should  appreciate  them. 

Brother  Mock  is,  as  it  were,  a grandson  of  North  Caro- 
lina, is  also  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North 
Carolina  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  and  by  his  frater- 
nal review  of  the  proceedings  of  1900  places  us  under  obli- 
gations. For  kind  personal  reference  we  thank  Brother 
Mock. 

George  D.  Golden,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Theophilus  W.  Randall,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 

ILLINOIS — 1900. 

■6  1st  Annual,  Chicago,  October  2,  3,  4. 

THE  very  first  thing  done  after  the  opening  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  to  donate  a thousand  dollars  to  the  relief 
of  brethren  and  their  families  who  were  sufferers  from  the 
storm  and  flood  at  Galveston,  Texas.  A generous  and 
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noble  act,  showing  that  our  Illinois  brethren  were  full  of 
the  true  Masonic  spirit. 

Portraits  of  three  distinguished  brethren  who  were 
intimately  associated  with  the  early  history  of  Masonry  in 
Illinois  are  found  in  different  parts  of  the  volume  and  give 
added  interest  to  it.  They  are  Abraham  Jonas,  Meredith 
Helm  and  Alexander  Dunlap,  elected  Grand  Masters  in 
1840,  1842  and  1843,  respectively.  The  transition  from  the 
pioneer  days  to  the  condition  of  the  present  time  is  thus 
tersely  told  by  Charles  F.  Hitchcock,  the  Grand  Master: 

“In  April,  A.  D 1840,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Illinois  completed  its  organization  in  the  village 
of  Jacksonville.  On  the  28th  of  this  month,  the  first  Grand  Master 
was  installed,  there  being  present  the  representatives  of  seven  lodges, 
with  a membership  of  157.  Today , the  representatives  of  723  lodges, 
with  a membership  of  57,250,  an  increase  of  57,093,  are  gathered  at 
this,  the  Sixty-first  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge.” 


The  Grand  Master  pays  tender  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Bro.  Harrison  Dills,  Grand  Master  in  1856  and  1857,  and 
for  many  years  Grand  Treasurer.  A list  of  prominent 
Craftsmen  at  home  and  abroad  who  have  crossed  over  the 
river  is  reported. 

The  practical,  everyday  benevolence  inculcated  before 
Masonic  altars  is  exhibited  in  the  simple  story  told  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  a girl,  the  daughter  of  a deceased  Mason, 
who  became  destitute  while  seeking  health  in  Colorado  and 
was  cared  for  and  brought  home  to  die  by  the  Masons  of 
Illinois.  This  is  true  Masonry. 

Four  Masonic  Halls  were  dedicated,  many  corner- 
stones laid,  -and  two  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new 
lodges  granted. 

Five  schools  of  instruction  were  held  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  and  each  school  lasted  three  days.  The  Grand 
Master  was  present  at  each  and  is  sure  of  their  great  value 
to  the  Fraternity. 

The  Illinois  law,  says  the  Grand  Master,  is  so  plain 
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that  only  one  decision  was  rendered : ‘ ‘That  a lodge  may 

enact  a by-law  providing  for  the  election  of  all  the  officers.” 
This  is  good  sense  and  was  approved. 

It  would  be  very  strange  if  in  so  large  a jurisdiction 
there  should  not  be  cases  of  lodges  requiring  discipline, 
but  the  Grand  Master  has  found  nothing  calling  for  harsh 
measures.  Some  of  the  “progressive”  kind  were  unwilling- 
to  drop  their  fine  Eastern  costumes  but  the  Grand  Master 
persuaded  them  it  were  best  to  do  so : 

“Some  little  friction  existed  in  several  of  the  lodges  in  reference 
to  the  edict  which  forbids  the  use  of  robes  and  other  paraphernalia. 
It  is  a pleasure  for  me  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that,  after  a full  and 
free  discussion  of  the  subject,  all  lodges  have  laid  aside  their  robes 
and  other  articles  placed  under  the  ban,  and,  as  I believe,  are  strictly 
complying  with  the  law.  It  matters  not  how  much  difference  of 
opinion  there  may  be  respecting  these  articles,  the  lodges  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  made  the  law  and  they  gracefully 
submit.” 

As  with  the  robes,  so  with  the  desire  for  public  dis- 
plays and  spectacular  doings,  the  Grand  Master  is  equally 
pronounced  in  his  opposition. 

The  number  of  brethren  present,  including  Grand 
Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers  and  representatives  of  con- 
stituent lodges,  was  980. 

The  form  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances  as  furnished  to  the  printer  is  a model  for  all 
Grand  Lodges  to  follow.  It  consists  of  the  name  and 
number  of  the  lodge,  blanks  for  the  name  of  the  accused 
and  the  final  disposition  recommended  by  the  Committee, 
and  that  in  the  fewest  possible  words. 

Resolutions  looking-  to  the  appropriation  of  $65,000  to 
two  Masonic  charities  in  the  State  failed  of  passage,  and 
instead  the  following  amendment  presented  by  Most 
Worshipful  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  was  adopted: 

“That  all  the  assets  in  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  excess 
of  the  sum  of  $30,000,  par  value,  be  converted  into  cash,  and  less  the 
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obligations,  appropriations  and  expenses  incidental  to  this  Annual 
Communication,  be  pro  rated  back  to  the  lodges  from  which  it  was 
collected,  in  proportion  to  their  membership,  as  the  nucleus  of  a 
charity  fund  in  each  lodge.” 

This  resolution  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  hostility  to  the  use  of  robes  on  the 
part  of  the  Grand  Master  is  not  shared  by  a majority  of 
the  Grand  Lodge : 

“Whereas,  This  Grand  Lodge  having  established  a chart  setting 
forth  the  symbols  of  Masonry,  and  upon  which  are  portrayed  characters 
represented  in  the  Ritual,  attired  in  costumes  and  ornaments  appro- 
priate to  their  rank;  therefore  be  it 

“ Resolved , That  such  costumes  and  paraphernalia  are  as  symbolic 
of  the  dress  of  the  characters  represented  in,  and  illustrative  of  the 
Ritual,  are  appropriate  in  the  exemplification  of  the  work,  and  are  in 
accordance  with  the  ancient  traditions  of  the  Craft.” 

From  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  this  extract 
is  made: 

GASH  AND  SECURITIES  IN  HANDS  OF  GRAND  TREASURER,  OCT.  I,  1900 


Balance  on  hand,  General  Fund $ 51,945  44 

Balance  on  hand,  Charity  Fund 83517 

City  of  Chicago  4 per  cent,  bonds,  par  value 50,000  00 

United  States  4 per  cent,  bonds,  par  value 40,000  00 

Policy  No.  99,588,  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  5,000  00 
Eight  shares  stock,  Masonic  Fraternity  Temple  Ass’11..  800  00 

Total  $ 148,580  61 


“From  the  amount  of  cash  in  General  Fund,  as  stated  above, 
will  be  paid  amount  of  appropriations  and  special  orders  recom- 
mended, if  approved,  which  will  reduce  the  fund  to  an  estimated 
balance  of  118,145.44.” 

The  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  view  of  an  outsider,  did  a 
very  wise  thing  in  re-electing  Brother  Hitchcock  as  Grand 
Master.  His  administration  of  last  year  proved  that  he 
was  an  able,  honest,  discreet  and  firm  ruler  of  the  Craft. 
After  expressing  his  appreciation  of  the  compliment  of 
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being  chosen  for  a second  term,  he  simply  promises  to  be 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past — the  Grand  Master.  Here  is 
what  he  says  in  part : 

“1  shall  endeavor  to  administer  the  laws  which  are  on  the  statute 
books  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  as  I understand 
them,  and  there  need  be  no  trouble  that  I can  see,  with  both  the  laws 
and  the  decisions  that  are  thereon,  in  governing  this  Fraternity,  and 
doing  it  without  any  friction,  or  without  any  trouble. 

“Of  course,  I realize  the  fact  thar  circumstances  may  arise  and 
difficulties  may  occur  in  lodges,  that  will  require  discipline,  and  per- 
haps severe  measures,  and  when  these  present  themselves,  they  will 
be  taken  care  of  and  settled.  I am  not  hunting  them  up.’’ 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Most 
Worshipful  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  and,  by  reason  of  his 
admirable  equipment  and  the  ample  space  (326  pages)  at  his 
command,  is  by  far  the  most  comprehensive  review  of  all 
the  work  done  by  Grand  Lodges  that  has  yet  come  to  our 
hands.  It  is  fraternal  in  spirit,  thoroughly  independent 
and  fair  but  terribly  incisive  in  criticism.  We  regret  that 
we  do  not  always  and  in  all  things  agree  with  the  views  of 
Brother  Robbins,  but  all  the  same  we  admire  his  knightly 
method  of  warfare  and  love  to  see  him  in  the  lists.  The 
unconscious  influences  of  education,  of  association  and 
environment  will  affect  our  appreciation  of  the  relation  of 
things,  and  we  accept  this  statement  of  Brother  Robbins 
— growing  out  of  the  discussion  of  Negro  Masonry — as 
entirely  true  and  manly: 

“We  will  not  discuss  the  question  of  race  prejudice  with  Brother 
Collins,  because  the  environment  of  each  is  so  different  that  neither 
can  quite  appreciate  the  limitations  of  the  other.  We  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  his  statement  in  the  last  two  or  three  lines  we  have 
quoted  above,  as  he  looks  at  it,  because  we  are  satisfied,  from  his 
restrained,  fraternal  tone  that  he  is  aiming  to  do  us  full  justice.  Still, 
if  any  of  his  readers  were  to  gather  the  impression  that  these  dis- 
claimers left  us  with  a conviction  of  conscious  insincerity  on  the  part 
of  all  those  who  make  them  they  would  have  imbibed  an  erroneous 
idea.” 

Chas.  F.  Hitchcock,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

J.  H.  C.  Dill,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
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INDIANA— 1900. 

•79TH  Annual.  Indianapolis,  May  22,  23. 

THE  portraits  of  Grand  Master  Olin  E.  Holloway,  of 
Past  Grand  Masters  Jacob  J.  Todd  and  N.  R.  Ruckle, 
and  of  Bro.  Richard  W.  Thompson,  an  honorary  member 
of  Grand  Lodge,  are  found  in  the  volume.  The  last  three 
brethren  passed  over  to  the  silent  majority  within  the  year, 
and  their  virtues  are  put  on  record  by  the  Committee  on 
Necrology. 

The  Grand  Master,  William  Geake,  gives  in  his  address 
a full  statement  of  his  official  acts. 

The  handsome  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Alexander  A.  Meek  was  unveiled  by  the 
Grand  Master,  assisted  b}T  a large  concourse  of  the  Craft, 
on  October  27,  1399. 

Eight  lodges  were  duly  constituted  by  proxies  of  the 
Grand  Master;  corner-stones  were  laid  five  times,  and  five 
Masonic  halls  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  Masonry. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  through  its  chair- 
man, Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  B.  Long,  presented  a 
report  on  Mexican  Masonry,  which  was  adopted.  The 
report  shows  the  Gran  Dieta  to  be  in  a very  chaotic  con- 
dition and  undeserving  of  recognition.  The  closing  para- 
graph of  the  report  is  in  these  forcible  words: 

“It  would  seem  to  be  no  harsh  condition  of  recognition  and 
alliance  if  every  legitimate  Masonic  organization  in  the  world  should 
wait  as  long  a period  for  the  establishment  of  its  confidence,  to  that 
extent,  as  the  Gran  Dieta  has  consumed  in  gross  and  persistent  vio- 
lations of  time-immemorial  usages,  ancient  landmarks,  and  the  funda- 
mental Constitutions  of  Masonry.  Unquestionably  such  delays  should 
be  prolonged  to  a time  when  the  Masonic  world  can  feel  assured  that 
Mexican  Masonry  will  not  again  revert  to  courses  that  have  embar- 
rassed its  well-meaning  friends  in  the  past,  and  must,  if  again  resorted 
to,  absolutely  deprive  it  of  all  advocacy  and  support  forever. 

“Your  Committee,  therefore,  being  also  in  accord  with  the  views 
indicated  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  would  recommend 
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that  all  action  with  reference  to  the  recognition  of  the  Gran  Dietai 
Symbolica  of  Mexico  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  be  indefinitely 
postponed.” 

The  request  for  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Porto  Rico  was,  upon,  the  recommendation  of  the  same  com- 
mittee, deferred  for  future  action. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  that  the  edict  of  non-inter- 
course with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  has  been 
revoked,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  their  future  relations 
will  be  fraternal. 

The  seven  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were 
approved  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  and  by  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  his  “conclusion,”  the  Grand  Master  makes  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  valuable  service  rendered  by  his  co- 
laborers, and  in  an  especial  manner  to  the  Grand  Secretary : 

“And  to  Bro.  William  H.  Smythe,  our  Grand  Secretary,  for  his 
many  acts  of  kindness  and  valuable  assistance,  for  his  advice  so  often 
sought  and  as  freely  given,  I can  only  speak  in  terms  of  the  highest 
commendation,  and  sincere!}'  hope  that  God,  in  His  infinite  goodness 
and  wisdom,  may  bless  him  with  health  and  spare  him  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  many  years  to  come.” 

The  number  of  chartered  lodges  is  496,  and  the  mem- 
bership 32,122,  again  of  1,221. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Nicholas  R. 
Ruckle,  'the  chairman  of  the  committee,  there  is  no  Report 
on  Correspondence. 

From  the  memorial  submitted  by  Bro.  Willis  D.  Engle, 
we  take  this  extract  as  showing  what  manner  of  man  he 
was : 


“ The  news  of  the  sad  bereavement  that  the  family  and  our  Fra- 
ternity had  suffered,  borne  by  the  electric  wires,  carried  grief  to  many 
Masonic  homes,  not  only  in  our  beloved  Indiana,  but  in  the  larger 
field  of  activity  and  usefulness  in  which  he  had  been  an  efficient 
workman.  Brother  Ruckle  was,  perhaps,  the  highest  type  of  a Mason, 
made  great  not  merely  by  the  honors  that  showered  his  pathway,  but 
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'by  the  innate  goodness  and  noble  qualities  of  the  man.  To  him  the 
bonds  that  bind  Masons  each  to  the  other  were  realities,  and  his  large 
heart  beat  responsive  to  every  call  to  Masonic  duty.” 

At  the  unveiling  of  the  monument  to  Past  Grand 
Master  Meek,  the  address  delivered  by  Grand  Master  Geake 
was  a very  fine  tribute  to  the  military,  civic  and  Masonic 
virtues  of  the  dead  brother. 


HREE  Special  Communications  for  laying  corner-stones 


were  held — two  of  Masonic  Halls  and  one  of  a church. 
Owing  to  failure  to  have  a printed  copy  made  in  time, 
the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Peter  B.  Arthur,  was  not 
read  until  the  afternoon  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  having 
been  preceded  by  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Grand  Treasurer.  The  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  J.  S.  Murrow, 
the  man  with  the  laboring  oar,  reports  an  advance  in  num- 
bers, in  finances  and  morale.  He  strongly  advocates  the 
plan  of  having  at  least  annual  inspections  of  the  constituent 
lodges  by  an  officer  or  officers  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  talks 
out  in  meeting  after  this  fashion : 

“Why  may  not  the  Grand.  Lecturer,  the  Custodians  and  the  D.  D. 
Grand  Masters,  who  seem  to  be  more  ornamental  than  useful,  be 
authorized  and  instructed  to  help  the  lodges  as  above  indicated  and 
make  a yearly  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  condition  of  the  lodges? 
Such  reports  would  be  interesting  and  valuable.  It  may  be  noticed  in 
the  table  of  statistics  for  this  year  that  ninety  brethren  have  been  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues.  With  all  kindly  feelings  for  my 
brethren  of  the  cross-pens  I believe  that  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  these 
would  have  cheerfully  paid  their  dues  if  the  Secretaries  had  persistently 
and  fraternally  made  an  effort  to  collect  them.  Since  the  Grand  Lodge 


Olin  E.  Holloway,  J/.  I J’.  Grand  Master. 
William  H.  Smythe,  R.  11".  Grand  Secretary. 
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requires  no  dues  from  the  lodges  for  old  and  poor  brethren  whose  dues- 
are  remitted  by  the  lodges  there  is  less  occasion  for  suspending  any- 
body for  non-payment  of  dues,  provided  the  Secretaries  aided  by  the 
Worshipful  Masters  would  do  their  duty.” 

He  reports  a distinct  revival  of  interest  in  the  Masonic 
Home  Fund,  prompted  probably  by  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
of  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star  in  this  noble  charity. 

Brother  Murrow  having  been  the  representative  of 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  Memorial  Services  at  Mt.  Vernon  made: 
a very  interesting  report  of  the  impressive  ceremonies  on 
that  occasion,  and  we  clip  this  paragraph  as  indicating  the 
emotions  which  swayed  the  assembly: 

‘‘No  Mason  trod  the  soil  of  Mt.  Vernon  that  day  without  feeling 
that  he  was  upon  sacred  ground.  It  certainly  was  a fitting  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  man,  the  Mason,  the  soldier,  the  citizen  who  could 
call  forth  this  immense,  touching  and  beautiful  tribute  to  his  memory 
a hundred  years  after  his  death.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  Bro.  Leo,  E.  Bennett,  reports 
the  Orphans’  Home  Fund  to  be  $2, 416. 13,  and  the  balance 
to  credit  of  General  Fund  to  be  $5,478.29. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  contains  a detailed 
statement  of  his  official  doings  for  the  year.  One  of  the 
special  dispensations  noted  was  for  the  completion,  with 
Masonic  ceremonies,  of  the  burial  of  a brother  who  had  died 
several-  weeks  before  and  whose  grave  was  left  partially 
open  so  that  his  brethren  might  finish  the  sepulture  with 
the  solemn  ritual  of  the  Craft.  The  Grand  Master  com- 
mends this  example  of  Masonic  love  to  the  Fraternity,  and 
we  endorse  what  he  says  of  it : 

“What  a gracious  and  noble  act,  for  a lodge  to  make  an  overland 
trip,  facing  the  bleak  December  weather;  over  unfrequented  roads,  and 
be  occupied  five  and  one-half  days  to  comply  with  the  dying  request'of 
a faithful  brother.” 

The  usual  matters  of  routine  are  reported  by  the  Grand 
Master  and  do  not  take  up  unnecessary  space,  but  when 
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twenty-one  pages  out  of  the  thirty-five  pages  of  the  address 
are  devoted  to  decisions,  we  may  easily  agree  with  him  that 
he  was  in  the  “vortex  of  the  whirlwind.”  There  are  fifty- 
six  decisions  and  these  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  and  Usage,  but  if  the  Committee  made  any  report  it 
must  have  gotten  lost  in  the  shuffle,  as  it  can  not  be  found. 

This  decision  refers  to  the  expulsion  of  six  brethren 
who  wished  to  withdraw  because  they  were  led  to  believe 
that  it  was  against  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  to  be  a Mason : 

“54.  'Do  you  approve  of,  or  are  you  in  sympathy  with  the  act  of 

Lodge  in  expelling  the  ‘six’  members  who  believed  ‘the  Bible 

taught  that  it  was  wrong  to  belong  to  the  Masonic  institution?’ 

“Answer.  Personally,  I do  not.” 

The  Grand  Orator,  Right  Worshipful  Bro.  E.  Hamilton, 
delivered  a very  interesting  address  on  the  Theological  Lad- 
der to  the  general  public  in  the  court-house.  In  its  freedom 
of  scope  this  thoughtful  address  is  far  and  away  beyond 
the  average  Masonic  oration  and  is  well  worth  the  reading. 
This  is  the  opening  paragraph  : 

“The  religion  of  humanity  through  all  the  ages  has  never  varied  in 
its  basic  principles.  In  matters  of  detail  divisions  have  arisen,  contro- 
versy has  flourished  ’round  doctrine,  in  questions  of  interpretation  a 
multitude  of  leaders  and  would-be  leaders  have  endeavored  to  force 
their  views  upon  mankind.  But  under  every  form  of  belief  the  princi- 
ples have  ever  remained  the  same.  In  the  Babel  of  languages,  in  the 
conflict  of  races  it  would  seem  that  the  preyailing  law  was  ‘Many  men, 
many  minds, 'and  the  common  opinion  was  emphatically  expressed  in 
that  most  infelicitous  of  all  terms,  the  word  ‘Protestant,’  one  who  pro- 
tests against  everybody  else’s  belief.” 


Number  of  chartered  lodges  is  96;  lodges  under  dispen- 
sation, 2;  and  total  membership  3,780,  a net  gain  of  135. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence  in  the  sense  of  an 
inspection  and  review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Lodges,  but  Brother  Murrow,  the  Committee,  gives  expres- 
sion to  his  views  on  some  matters  of  importance  to  the 
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Craft,  notably  to  his  objection  to  recognizing  the  Gran  Dieta 
of  Mexico.  As  to  the  failure  of  Grand  Lodge  to  continue 
these  reports  he  says: 

“I  am  not  sure  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a few  years 
ago,  in  deciding  against  Reports  on  Correspondence,  was  wise.  It 
is  true  that  these  reports  are  not  read  by  the  brethren  generally  as 
they  should  be.  Yet  they  are  of  great  value.  The  best-informed 
members  read  them  and  this  is  one  reason  why  they  are  well  informed. 
In  this  age  no  one  can  be  thoroughly  informed  in  any  department  of 
life  without  reading  up  on  that  subject. 

“In  obedience  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I do  not 
present  any  lengthy  review  of  the  doings  or  conditions  of  other  Grand 
Bodies,  but  it  seemed  to  me  good  to  present  to  you  a few  general 
impressions  upon  a few  subjects  made  upon  my  mind  in  reading  the 
proceedings  of  other  bodies  and  the  Report  on  Correspondence.” 

John  W.  F.  Parker,  M.  IV  Grand  Master. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


KANSAS— 1900. 

44'L'H  Annual.  Topeka,  February  21,  22. 

THE  first  cover  page  attracts  attention  by  a medallion  pic- 
■ ture  of  George  Washington  in  Masonic  clothing.  Above 
the  portrait  is  the  square  and  compass  resting  on  the  Holy 
Bible,  this  latter  supported  by  two  crossed  American  flags, 
and  above  all  the  all-seeing  eye.  Beneath  is  shown  the 
contrast  between  the  “prairie  schooner”  of  long  ago  and 
the  magnificent  river  steamer  of  today.  The  pictorial  rep- 
resentation as  a whole  appeals  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Mason,  to  the  patriotism  of  the  American  citizen,  and  to 
the  pride  of  the  Kansan  in  showing  the  material  progress  of 
his  State. 

The  portrait  of  the  Grand  Master,  Henry  C.  Loomis, 
is  almost  our  ideal  semblance  of  a Grand  Master  of  Masons, 
whose  every  feature  denotes  benevolence,  brotherly  love 
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and  charity  for  every  living  being;  and  the  admirable 
report  of  his  management  of  Grand  Lodge  affairs  attests 
his  good  sense  and  executive  ability. 

A distinguished  visitor  in  the  person  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  Missouri,  Bro.  C.  H.  Briggs,  was  introduced  and 
accorded  a hearty  welcome  and  the  honors  due  his  high 
station. 

The  condition  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  thus 
portrayed : 

“ The  past  year  has  proved  a prosperous  one  for  our  great  country. 
The  hum  of  machinery  in  factory  and  workshop  upon  our  eastern 
border  has  mingled  with  the  song  of  toil  upon  our  western  plains, 
and  an  era  of  contented  labor  seems  upon  us.  In  our  own  grand 
State  nature  has  smiled,  and  her  horn  of  plenty  has  showered  abun- 
dance upon  us  until  our  barns  and  granaries  groan  with  the  where- 
withal to  pay  the  faithful  craftsman.” 

Three  schools  of  instruction  were  held,  and  the  Grand 
Master  heartily  commends  the  practice  of  extending 
Masonic  information  in  this  way. 

Two  lodges  were  constituted  and  dispensations  issued 
for  the  formation  of  four  new  ones. 

Corner-stones  were  laid  five  times  by  brethren  com- 
missioned for  that  purpose  by  the  Grand  Master. 

In  reference  to  the  Masonic  Home,  the  Grand  Master 
has  these  encouraging  words : 

“ We  rejoice  that  the  efforts  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  ( with  the 
assistance  of  those  sweet  messengers  of  charity,  the  mothers,  wives, 
sisters  and  daughters  of  Masons,  as  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star)  in  the  establishment  of  our  Home  have  met  with  such  marked 
success.  The  Home  is  the  pride  of  Kansas  Masonry,  and  is  deeply 
and  firmly  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  Masons.  It  is  the  exponent  of  our 
profession,  and  the  true  exemplification  of  pure  beneficence.  It  is  the 
manifestation  of  the  Divine  Love  through  the  human  agency  of  the 
Fraternity.  The  verification  of  this  truth  may  be  made  by  a personal 
visit  to  the  Home,  where  thirty-five  people,  old  and  young,  dwell 
together  as  one  family,  in  the  peaceful  and  comfortable  enjoyments 
emanating  from  the  true  spirit  of  brotherhood.  The  Endowment 
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Fund  should  receive  the  attention  of  all  benevolently  disposed  per- 
sons. The  foundation  of  this  fund  has  been  well  and  truly  laid  by 
the  generous  gift  of  a devoted  woman,  and  is  open  for  bequests  and 
contributions  by  Masons  collectively,  as  the  result  of  appropriations 
or  of  Masonic  entertainments  and  celebrations,  or  individually,  in 
commemoration  of  departed  friends  or  brethren.  An  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  would  soon  accumulate  an 
Endowment  Fund,  the  interest  on  which  would  make  the  Home  self- 
supporting.  To  this  end  let  us  earnestly  and  diligently  work.” 

The  Subordinate  Lodge  officers  receive  a high  compli- 
ment to  their  intelligence  in  the  statement  of  the  Grand 
Master  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  recording-  any 
decisions. 

In  his  closing  he  has  this  message  to  send  to  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Craft : 

“ And  to  the  Masons  of  Kansas,  one  and  all,  that  noble  band  of 
symbolic  toilers  who  are  building  a moral  and  spiritual  temple  on 
these  western  plains,  beautiful,  polished  and  symmetrical,  the  admired 
of  all  beholders,  I come  with  my  last  thought:  Build  slowly,  build 

surely,  build  well,  ever  following  the  design  upon  the  trestle-board  of 
the  Master  Builder,  so  that  when  your  work  on  earth  is  finished,  the 
Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe  may  approve  and  accept  your  labor. 
God  speed  thee!” 

Sixteen  thousand,  five  hundred  and.  fifty-five  dollars 
and  forty-five  cents  is  the  balance  reported  by  the  Grand 
Treasurer  in  the  General  Fund,  and  $4,414.23  in  the  Charity 
Fund. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  stirred  up  some  of 
the  Subordinate  Secretaries  for  delinquency  in  making 
timely  returns,  but  he  says  it  is  cause  for  congratulation 
that  there  has  been  satisfactory  growth,  and  that  the  lodges 
have  expended  in  charity  the  handsome  sum  of  $8,136.19. 

There  are  362  chartered  lodges  with  a membership  of 
20,740,  a net  gain  of  756. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of 
Bro.  John  C.  Postlethwaite,  and  a very  interesting  report 
it  is.  * 
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North  Carolina  for  1899  receives  very  kindly  notice 
and  generous  space.  In  the  error  of  spelling  your  name, 
brother,  the  printer  must  carry  the  entire  blame,  for  we 
“ didn’t  do  it.  ” We  are  always  very  particular  in  writing 
proper  names. 

Charles  J.  Webb,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Albert  K.  Wilson,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


KENTUCKY— 1899. 

iooth  Annual.  Louisville,  October  17,  18,  19. 

THE  portrait  of  Grand  Master  James  E.  Wilhelm  adorns 
this  volume. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  covers  36  pages  and 
gives  in  detail  every  important  act  of  his  administration. 
As  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  makes  this  gratifying 
statement : 

“It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I am  enabled  to  say  that  the  year 
just  closing  has  been  one  of  general  prosperity.  The  membership 
has  increased,  and  the  finances  of  the  lodges  are  in  a healthy  condition, 
the  number  of  delinquent  lodges  being  less  than  has  been  the  case  for 
many  years  past.” 

Now  and  again  a note  of  discord  is  heard,  and  the 
Grand  Master  has  been  obliged  to  administer  discipline  to 
the  extent  of  suspending  three  Masters  of  lodges. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  nine 
Subordinate  Lodges,  four  of  them  continued  L . D.  until  the 
next  Annual  Communication.  Seven  lodges  were  chartered. 

In  his  decisions,  46  in  number,  the  Grand  Master  hews 
to  the  line  of  Masonic  law  and  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee generally  sustains  him,  but  there  is  occasionally 
modification  and  rarely  dissent,  as  in  the  following: 
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“A  Mason  who  refuses  or  intentionally  fails  to  pay  a just  debt,, 
when  within  his  ability  to  do  so,  commits  a Masonic  offense.  The 
statute  of  limitation  does  not  relieve  the  debtor  from  the  moral  obli- 
gation to  pay  the  debt,  if  he  be  able  to  do  so.” 

To  this  decision  the  Committee  submits  the  following' 
sensible  criticism : 

“Decision  24,  which  says  that  a failure  to  pay  a just  debt  is  a 
Masonic  offense,  and  that  the  statute  of  limitation  does  not  relieve 
from  the  moral  obligation  to  pay,  if  able,  is  abstractly  correct  and  in 
a line  writh  a previous  decision.  But  we  can  not  see  that  it  furnishes 
any  rule  which  can  generally  be  practically  useful  for  the  guidance  of 
Craft.  The  less  a Masonic  lodge  has  to  do  with  controversies  over  the 
property  rights  of  its  members  the  better.  Experience  has  shown 
that  a Masonic  lodge  is  notan  efficient  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  prop- 
erty rights  between  members.  But  how  else  can  it  be  determined 
whether  a member  owes  a just  debt  or  whether  he  is  able  to  pay  it  ? 
Happy  is  the  lodge  that  never  has  a Masonic  trial  but  they  are  some- 
times unavoidable.  To  undertake  to  extend  them  to  rights  of  property, 
which  can  only  be  enforced  by  the  laws  of  the  land  is,  we  think, 
highly  inexpedient.  This  does  not  prevent  friendly  arbitration  of  ques- 
tions of  difference  between  Masons,  which  is  often  to  be  commended. 
.As  confirmatory  of  this  opinion,  we  refer  to  Regulation  532,  which 
says  along  with  other  good  reading,  ‘Keep  out  of  the  courts  if  you 
can,  but  don’t  take  your  law-suits  into  your  lodges.’  ” 

The  Grand  Master  reports  having  received  several 
requests  to  circulate  begging-  letters  in  other  Grand  Juris- 
dictions, all  of  which  were  promptly  denied,  because 
intrinsically  wrong  and  specifically  forbidden  by  the  laws 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Master  says  of  this 
device : 

“By  the  operation  of  the  chain  of  letters  system  it  is  possible  to 
penetrate  every  State  and  country  on  the  globe,  and  it  would  be 
somewhat  inconsistent  for  appeals  for  aid  from  Kentucky  to  circulate 
in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  without  the  consent  of  the  governing 
power  in  that  territory.  During  the  year  past  some  of  the  Grand 
Officers  have  received  inquiries  concerning  a chain  of  letters  emana- 
ting from  a source  over  which  this  Grand  Lodge  has  no  control.” 
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The  corner-stones  of  two  Masonic  Halls  were  laid 
during-  the  year,  one  at  Princeton,  the  other  at  the  town  of 
Bandana. 

The  decree  of  non-intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Washington  was  rescinded.  Of  the  official  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  in  1899  the  Jurisprudence 
Committee  says  in  part: 

“On  reading  this  paper  we  find  reason  to  regret  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington  felt  impelled  to  make  grave,  but  vague  charges 
against  its  alleged  enemies,  to  couple  its  formal  action  with  declara- 
tions of  rather  uncertain  tenor,  and  generally  to  recede  from  its 
former  action  in  a rather  ungracious  way.  These,  however,  are 
matters  of  taste.  The  fact  remains  that  the  two  objection-able  res- 
olutions recognizing  clandestine  negro  lodges  and  Grand  Lodges  were 
expressly  repealed,  and  we,  therefore,  move  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution : 

“ Resolved , That  the  resolution  of  non-intercourse  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington,  its  subordinates  and  members,  adopted  at  the 
Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1898,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  rescinded.” 

In  his  reference  to  the  Masonic  Home  the  Grand 
Master  commends  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  brethren,  and  adds  his  own 
testimony  as  to  the  excellent  condition  of  the  institution. 
The  Report  of  the.  Superintendent  does  not  appear  in  the 
proceedings,  and  this  we  regret  because  these  annual  state- 
ments are  of  value  to  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  having 
similar  institutions.  Kentucky  is  well  up  in  the  front  in  its 
charities,  but  not  content  with  what  she  has  already 
accomplished  in  this  way,  a considerable  amount  of  a 
$50,000  fund  has  been  collected  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing- a refuge  for  old  and  indigent  Masons  in  the  near  future. 

The  number  of  lodges  on  the  roll  is  468,  a gain  of  four, 
and  the  membership  18,790,  showing  an  increase  of  388. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  148  pages,  is 
the  work  of  Past  Grand  Master  James  W.  Staton,  who 
departs  from  the  topical  plan  adopted  by  his  immediate 
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predecessor,  Bro.  W.  W.  Clark,  and  gives  instead  an  inter- 
esting and  readable  synopsis  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  reviewed.  After  an  absence  of  six  years 
Brother  Staton  returns  to  the  Round  Table  with  the  con- 
fidence born  of  experience.  He  regrets  the  failure  of  some 
Grand  Lodge  proceedings  to  reach  him  in  time  to  be 
examined.  North  Carolina  is  one  of  the  delinquents. 

John  A.  Ramsey,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

H.  B.  Grant,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


LOUISIANA— 1900. 

88th  Annual.  New  Orleans,  February  12. 

IN  THE  exordium  of  his  address  the  Grand  Master,  Bro. 

A.  C.  Allen,  eloquently  invites  his  brethen  to  inspect 
the  work  which  he  presents,  and  to  commend  or  to  blame 
as  they  think  proper.  His  labors  have  been  so  successful 
that  he  has  justly  earned  the  gratitude  of  the  Fraternity. 
Last  year  the  financial  condition  was  bad,  but  the  Grand 
Master  was  then  hopeful  of  a brighter  future,  and  to  justify 
his  prevision  he  says : 


“The  ‘brighter  era,’  then  devoutly  wished  for,  is  dawning;  the 
relief  has  come,  and,  I believe,  come  to  stay,  brought  about  by  the 
individual  efforts  and  sacrifice  of  the  Craftsmen  of  this  jurisdiction 
alone.  The  numerical  strength  of  the  Order  has  increased  remarkably 
over  that  of  the  year  of  189S  ; the  bonded  debt  of  this  Grand  Body  has 
decreased  far  beyond  our  expectations;  the  Subordinate  Lodges  have 
been  active  and  vigorous  in  their  work,  and  the  spirit  of  Masonry 
among  us  has  been  given  a new  impetus  indicative  of  larger  , and 
broader  results  for  the  future.” 

The  Grand  Master  paid  a very  high  tribute  to  the- 
worth  of  the  late  Grand  Treasurer,  Right  Worshipful  Bro. 
A.  W.  Hyatt,  of  whom  he  says  in  part: 
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“Words  are  inadequate  to  fitly  express  the  intensity  of  the  sorrow 
which  these  tidings  created  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  brethren.  Our  loss 
is  seemingly  irreparable,  for  with  his  death  it  can  be  truly  said  that 
one  of  the  principal  supports  of  Masonry  in  Louisiana  has  fallen.” 

The  Grand  Master  deplores  the  fact,  that  for  reasons  of 
business  and  other  urgent  cares,  neither  he  nor  the  other 
brethren  appointed  for  that  purpose  were  present  at  the 
Washington  Memorial  Ceremonies. 

The  decree  of  non- intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  is  still  in  force,  and  the  Grand  Master  says  of 
its  later  action : 

“Since  the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  at  Washington,  at  their  last  Grand  Communication,  proclaimed 
to  the  Masonic  world  a prolix  declaration  of  principles,  which,  for  its 
obscurity  and  evident  disengenuousness  is,  to  say  the  least  against  it, 
remarkaMy  unique.” 

But  few  rulings  are  reported  and  these  are  in  accord 
with  the  laws  of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  financial  affairs  of  Grand  Lodge  are  in  so  satis- 
factory a condition  that  there  are  no  obligations  except  the 
bonded  debt,  and  this  the  Grand  Lodge  will  be  able  to 
meet  as 'the  bonds  mature.  The  credit  for  this  gratifying 
state  of  things  the  Grand  Master  ascribes  to  the  loyalty  of 
the  Craft  and  to  the  fidelity  and  zeal  of  their  business  agents. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  Grand  Master  himself  had  much  to 
do  with  this  happy  escape  from  embarrassment.  He  thus 
tells  of  the  good  work  done  by  his  associate  officers : 

“In  the  performance  of  my  duties  I have  been  loyally  supported 
by  all  the  Grand  Ofiicers.  To  them  is  really  due  the  reward  of  the 
success  of  our  labors;  to  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  whose  fidelity  and 
business  acumen  were  potent  factors  in  the  work;  to  the  masterful 
management  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall  Directors,  who  were  prime 
factors  in  solving  our  financial  difficulties;  to  the  Grand  Lecturer, 
whose  report  is  an  evidence  of  labor  faithfully  and  successfully  per- 
formed; to  the  Grand  Secretary,  over-crowded  with  work,  but  always 
at  the  post  of  duty — patient,  uncomplaining,  active  and  industrious, 
26 
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he  has  been  the  main  support  of  his  chief  in  the  administration  now 
rapidly  drawing  to  its  end.  Never  was  a Grand  Master  honored  with 
abler  and  truer  assistants  and  advisers.” 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  it  is  seen  that 
charters  were  issued  for  two  lodges,  and  dispensations 
granted  for  the  formation  of  four  new  lodges.  Two  lodges 
surrendered  their  charters. 

The  report  of  the  officers  of  Louisiana  Relief  Lodg-e 
shows  that  $825.80  was  expended  in  aid  of  “the  stranger 
brother  and  his  family,  who  may  be  among  us  in  distress.” 
This  lodge  is  composed  of  the  Worshipful  Masters  and 
Wardens  of  the  lodg'es  contributing  to  its  charity  funds. 

Past  Grand  Master  Samuel  M.  Todd,  the  Grand  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina,  received 
this  testimonial  of  the  love  and  respect  of  Grand  Lodge : 

“WHEREAS,  Our  loved,  venerated  and  distinguished  brother, 
Past  Grand  Master  Samuel  Manning  Todd,  now  in  his  eighty-fifth 
year  of  life,  and  a Master  Mason  for  fifty-five  years,  is  with  us  at  this 
Annual  Grand  Communication  and  by  his  active  presence  testifying  to 
his  wonderful  physical  vigor  and  bright  mentality;  and 

“Whereas,  He  has  earned,  by  an  unblemished  life,  our  respect 
and  consideration,  both  as  a man  and  a Mason;  therefore  be  it 

“ Resolved , That  we  tender  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  with  the  hope  that  his  term  of  life  may  be  extended  for  many 
years  to  come  that  he  may  gladden  us  with  his  presence  at  successive 
Annual  Grand  Communications. 

“ Resolved , That  this  expression  of  feeling  towards  our  cherished 
brother  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  and  printed  -with  the  proceedings 
and  a duly  attested  copy  be  handed  him.” 

There  are  104  lodges  on  the  roll  and  a membership  of 
5>962- 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Robert  H.  Cage,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Richard  Lambert,  R.  W Grand  Secretary. 
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MANITOBA— 1899, 

24TH  Annual.  Regina,  June  14. 

THIS  Communication  was  a notable  gathering'  of  the 
Craft  in  the  capital  of  that  immense  scope  of  country 
known  as  The  Northwest  Territories  of  British  North 
America.  Grand  Lodge  was  welcomed  to  Regina  by  the 
Municipal  Council  of  the  city,  and  the  Grand  Master  made 
suitable  acknowledgment. 

In  his  address  Grand  Master  George  B.  Murphy  pre- 
sented a plain  business  statement  of  the  work  of  his  admin- 
istration, and  in  his  conclusion  makes  this  manly  statement: 

“ Brethren,  you  now  have  an  account  of  my  stewardship  for  the 
past  year.  For  the  honor  you  conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me  to 
this  high  office  one  year  ago,  you  have  my  sincere  thanks.  I now 
return  to  you  the  trust  committed  to  my  care.  If  the  services  have 
been  performed  to  your  satisfaction,  I feel  that  I have  done  no  more  than 
my  duty.  If  all  my  official  acts  do  not  meet  with  your  approval,  I can 
only  say  that  I have  had  one  object  in  view,  the  honor  and  advance- 
ment of  the  Craft.  I can,  moreover,  assure  you,  that  I return  the 
trust  to  you  as  free  from  stain,  through  any  intentional  acts  of  mine, 
as  when  you  gave  it  to  me  one  year  ago ; and  while  the  labors  of  the 
year  have  required  much  time  and  attention,  they  have,  for  the  most 
part,  been  pleasant  and  agreeable  ” 

Those  representatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba  who  failed  to  discharge  the 
duties  expected  of  them,  have  been  supplanted,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  by  other  brethren 
who  are  more  appreciative  of  the  honor  conveyed  in  the 
appointment. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  four 
new  lodges,  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time,  for  elections 
and  installations  and  for  wearing  Masonic  clothing  at  balls 
and  church  attendance.  This  last  custom  is  not  in  favor 
with  American  Grand  Lodges. 

Among  dispensations  refused  was  one  denying  to  one 
of  the  lodges  the  privilege  of  giving  Masonic  burial  to  a 
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brother  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  because  for- 
bidden by  a constitutional  enactment.  With  many  Grand 
Lodges  it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  lodge  to  be  guided  by 
the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  it  seems  to  be  a wise 
provision. 

The  state  of  Masonry  is  reported  by  the  Grand  Master 
to  be  prosperous,  with  a good  outlook  for  the  future,  but 
the  non-affiliation  evil  is  there,  too : 

“ With  the  constant  flow  of  immigration  into  the  Canadian  North- 
west from  all  parts  of  the  world,  it  necessarily  follows  that  a large 
number  of  Masons  are  taking  up  their  residence  in  our  midst.  Many 
of  these  brethren,  before  leaving  their  former  homes,  obtained  dimits 
from  the  lodges  of  which  they  were  former  members,  thus  increasing 
the  army  of  non-affiliates.  I would  recommend  that  the  matter  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges  by  circular  or 
otherwise,  strongly  urging  the  desirability  of  requesting  all  Masons 
who  would  become  worthy  members  to  present  their  application  for 
membership  to  some  lodge  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  advise  the  abolition  of  the  affiliation  fee,  the  payment  of  which  is 
still  required  by  the  By-laws  of  a number  of  our  lodges.” 

These  two  decisions  do  not  seem  to  be  in  accord,  and 
show,  at  any  rate,  that  physical  qualifications  need  not  be 
very  exacting : 

“i.  That  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  is  not  debarred 
from  admission  to  the  Craft  through  having  lost  his  left  hand. 

”2.  That  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  is  debarred 
admission  to  the  Craft  through  having  lost  a foot.” 

The  reports  of  the  District  Deputies  tend  to  confirm 
the  statement  of  the  Grand  Master  that  there  is  a pro- 
nounced advance  in  the  condition  of  the  Craft. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  adversely 
on  the  application  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium  for  an 
interchange  of  representatives,  and  the  report  was  adopted 
by  Grand  Lodge. 

Invitations  to  a reception  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  by  a ball  given  by  two  local  lodges  were  accepted  by 
Grand  Lodge. 
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There  are  61  chartered  lodges  and  two  U.  D.,  with  a 
membership  of  2,870. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  the  volume 
should  be  of  great  value  to  the  Fraternity  of  Manitoba. 


HE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Winfield  S.  Choate,  is 


a well- written  paper  containing  a report  of  his  official 
acts  for  the  year.  These  remarks  are  wise  and  indicate  the 
safe  middle  course  between  the  rigid  construction  of  the 
landmarks,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  easy-going  latitudi- 
narianism  sometimes  seen  in  these  days,  on  the  other: 

“While  the  ‘ancient  landmarks’  of  our  institution  are  to  be  care- 
fully preserved,  and  its  fundamental  principles  guarded  from  innova- 
tion, it  is  equally  true  that  we  must  meet  the  changing  relations  of 
life  by  new  methods  and  new  laws.  No  human  government  or  insti- 
tution ever  came  from  its  makers  calculated  to  meet  all  the  conditions 
of  its  future  existence.  Fundamental  principles  may  and  do  remain, 
but  to  carry  those  into  full  effect  will  require  new  methods  and  new 
laws. 

“The  Constitution  of  our  country,  founded  upon  the  principles  of 
freedom  and  equal  rights,  has  been  amended  from  time  to  time  to  meet 
new  conditions  and  new  issues.  And  so  with  Masonry,  while  we 
pledge  our  unqualified  allegiance  to  its  great  truths,  we  must,  to  per- 
petuate those  truths,  add  to  and  change  our  Constitution  and  laws,  as 
the  necessities  of  the  time  may  require. 

“All  such  legislation  should  be  with  that  conservatism  and  sound 
judgment  which  has  ever  been  a distinguishing  characteristic  of  the 
Grand  Dodge  of  Maine,  and  adopted  only  after  the  most  careful  and 
mature  consideration.  ’’ 


John  Leslie,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
William  G.  Scott,  R.  If’.  Grand  Secretary. 


MAINE — 1900. 


8 ist  Annual 


Portland, 


May  x,  2,  3. 


The  Grand  Master  pauses  “to  pay  a loving  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  those,  our  brethren,  whose  journeys  here  have 
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ended,  who  have  laid  aside  their  working'  tools  and  are  at 
rest.”  The  Senior  Past  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Chase,  died 
on  the  6th  of  April,  and  of  the  times  of  bitter  persecution 
through  which  he  passed,  the  Grand  Master  says: 

“We  who  know  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  strength  of  our  Order  in 
the  State  of  Maine  today,  with  its  more  than  twenty-two  thousand 
members,  should  not  forget  the  work  done  by  those  -who  preserved 
and  upheld  it  in  its  earlier  days;  when,  small  in  numbers,  but  strong  in 
character  and  devotion  to  principle,  they  defended  our  institution 
against  the  clamor  of  popular  prejudice  and  the  assaults  of  religious 
bigotry. 

“ Happily  all  that  has,  in  a great  measure,  passed  away;  and  we 
are  proud  to  stand  before  the  world  today  as  promoters  of  good 
citizenship  and  right  living,  and  teachers  of  the  broadest  principles  of 
charity  and  brotherly  love.” 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  is  reported  to  be  prosperous. 

Nine  rulings  are  reported  by  the  Grand  Master  and 
seem  to  be  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law  and  good  sense. 
They  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
but  as  no  report  appears,  it  is  presumed  they  were  held 
under  advisement  until  next  year. 

In  the  opinion  of  Grand  Master  Choate  the  best 
course  to  pursue  in  reference  to  the  Gran  Dieta  is  that  of 
“masterly  inactivity” — “wait  ’till  the  clouds  roll  by.” 

There  is  reported  a cash  balance  of  $6,792.85  in  the 
General  Fund,  and  in  the  Charity  Fund,  safely  invested, 
the  sum  of  $32,306.01.  Of  this  latter  fund  the  sum  of 
$1,348.00  was  disbursed  to  deserving  applicants. 

There  are  195  lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  a 
membership  of  22,277,  a net  g'ain  of  112. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Josiah  IT.  Drummond  is  a discriminating  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  sixty-three  Grand  Lodges  and  covers  292 
pages  of  the  volume.  North  Carolina  for  1900  receives 
fraternal  consideration,  and  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Noble  is  commended  to  the  extent  of  making  several 
quotations  from  it. 
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Our  dissent  to  the  ruling'  of  Grand  Master  Locke  in 
1899,  advising  that  the  application  of  a Roman  Catholic  be 
not  received,  prompts  this  reply  from  Brother  Drummond : 

“ Referring  to  the  remarks  of  Grand  Master  Locke  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  Catholics,  he  says  that  he  can  not  agree  with  our 
Grand  Master.  We  do  not  think  that  he  can  fairly  say  that  the 
decision  applies  ‘a  new  qualification. ’ It  would  be  more  nearly  cor- 
rect to  say  a new  disqualification,  perhaps.  But  no  new  rule  is 
applied;  new  cases  arise  and  must  be  disposed  of  by  applying  estab- 
lished rules;  there  are  very  many  individual  cases,  and  even  classes 
of  cases,  outside  of  those  specified,  in  which  the  black  ball  must  be 
used. 

“ His  remarks  in  relation  to  this  subject  emphasize  our  regret  that 
he  did  not  make  more  extended  comments,  as  we  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  his  views  concerning  the  reasons  which  Grand  Master 
Locke  gave  for  his  opinion.” 

We  thankfully  accept  Brother  Drummond’s  more  cor- 
rect phrase  “new  disqualification,”  but  we  are  still  unable 
to  see  any- sound  Masonic  reason  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Grand  Master.  All  the  world  knows  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  is  and  has  been,  and  in  the  nature  of 
things,  will  always  be,  an  uncompromising  enemy  to 
Masonry.  No  matter  who  the  Pope,  Cardinal  or  Priest, 
the  Church  is  hostile  openly  or  covertly,  as  policy  may 
dictate,  to  any  organization  that  permits  the  freedom  of 
conscience  and  of  religious  belief  accorded  by  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  The  Roman  Catholic  who  wishes  to  become  a 
Mason  knows  that  as  soon  as  he  presents  his  petition  to  a 
lodge  he  is,  ipso  facto , excommunicated  from  affiliation  with 
the  Church  and  its  people  and  denied  burial — Christian 
burial — in  any  Catholic  cemetery.  When  such  a man 
petitions  to  become  a worshipper  at  the  shrine  of  Masonry 
he  offers  the  strongest  possible  protest  to  the  infallibility 
of  Popes  and  to  the  reign  of  the  Priests  ; and  he  is  not  a Cath- 
olic and  is  not  so  considered  by  the  Church — he  is  henceforth 
only  an  apostate  and  outcast.  If  Grand  Master  Locke  had 
been  better  informed  as  to  the  unvarying  policy  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  reference  to  the  quondam  nominal  mem- 
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ber,  he  would  not  have  written  the  concluding  sentence — 
“on  this  account,  if  the  applicant  is  a Roman  Catholic,  I 
should  deem  it  advisable  not  to  receive  his  application.” 
This  sentence  implies  a contingency  which  involves  the 
most  violent  contradiction  of  terms.  He  could  not  be  a 
Catholic;  if  he  were,  he  would  never  be  made  a Mason, 
or  ask  to  be  made  one.  Supposing  that  this  Catholic, 
who  is  not  a Catholic  at  all,  should  be  made  a Mason 
and  afterwards,  repudiate  the  obligations  assumed  at  the 
altar  of  Masonry,  and  be  willing  to  disclose  all  the  secrets  in 
his  possession,  what  secrets  could  he  give  away  to  the  hurt 
of  the  Craft  ? Ciphers  with  the  stamp  of  authority  of  some 
Grand  Lodges  can  be  procured  in  the  open  market  at  a 
small  price  and  any  man,  priest  or  layman,  may  secure  as 
many  of  them  as  he  wants. 

Why  dread  the  possible  treason  of  one  supposed  to  be 
a Roman  Catholic  and  have  no  fear  of  any  other  religionist  ? 
Although  there  is  a suspicion  of  sectarianism  in  the  deci- 
sion of  Grand  Master  Locke  and  in  the  cautious  phraseology 
of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  the  Grand  Master  and  the 
Committee  will  find  that  this  expressed  hostility  to  one 
sect  only — we  will  not  call  it  bigotry — is  just  the  kind  of 
action  which  will  receive  its  most  unqualified  endorsement 
from  the  officials  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  State  of 
Maine. 

We  do  not  intend  “to  carry  coals  to  Newcastle,”  and 
for  that  reason  do  not  advert  to  the  objections  found  in  the 
genius  and  spirit  and  dogma  of  Masonry,  but  we  do  express 
the  hope  that  Grand  Lodge  will  recede  from  this  danger- 
ous position  and  cease  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  most 
masterful,  untiring  and  unscrupulous  enemy  of  Masonry  in 
the  whole  world — the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Winfield  S.  Choate,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Stephen  Berry,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . 
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MARYLAND-1899. 


113TH  Annual. 


Baltimore, 


November  21. 


HIS  beautifully  printed  volume  contains  the  trans- 


* actions  of  the  regular  Annual  Communication  and  of 
the  Semi-annual  Communication  of  May,  9,  1899;  the  Roll 
of  Honor,  containing  the  names  of  seventy-five  brethren 
who  have  been  active  members  of  Grand  Lodge  for  twenty- 
five  years  or  more ; memorial  pages  to  distinguished  Crafts- 
men ; statistics  of  lodges  and  their  membership ; the  Report 
on  Correspondence  and  many  interesting  papers  on  the 
Observance  of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Death  of 
George  Washington. 

The  Grand  Lodge  in  the  three  days  devoted  to  these 
Communications  accomplished  a great  deal  of  work  re- 
dounding to  the  profit  of  the  Craft. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Thomas  J.  Shryock  is 
as  brief  as  such  a thoroughly  business  paper  could  be. 
As  to  the  condition  of  the  Fraternity  and  the  finances 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  he  says : 

I 

“ It  is  with  pleasure  that  I greet  you  at  this,  the  113th  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  I am  able  to  report  to 
you  that  harmony  prevails  within  oui  borders,  that  the  Fraternity 
was  never  more  prosperous  than  now  and  that  we  are  at  peace  with 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world. 

“ It  is  most  gratifying  to  me  to  report,  and  I know  it  will  be  to 
you  to  hear,  that  for  the  first  time  since  the  corner-stone  of  our  Temple 
was  laid,  thirty-three  years  ago,  the  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  will  show 
a small  balance  in  the  treasury,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  floating 
debt  has  been  entirely  wiped  out.  So  that  tonight  the  only  indebted- 
ness on  the  Temple  is  the  bonds,  -which  are  redeemable  in  sums  of 
$5,000  annually.  When  the  reconstruction  of  the  Temple  was  com- 
pleted in  1893  the  mortgage  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
$150,000.00  and,  in  addition  to  having  paid  off  the  entire  floating  debt, 
we  have  retired  $24,000  of  the  mortgage  bonded  debt.  So  that  tonight 
the  Grand  Lodge  may  congratulate  itself  upon  a marked  improvement 
in  its  financial  condition.” 
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Many  special  dispensations,  coming  within  the  power 
of  the  Grand  Master,  are  reported. 

The  receipts  reported  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and 
turned  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  amount  to  $18,581.40, 
with  sums  aggregating  $1,806.50  still  due  Grand  Lodge. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence, fraternal  recognition  was  accorded  to  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Belgium,  but  the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Porto  Rico,  for  want  of  definite  information,  was  held  in 
abeyance. 

A committee  of  seven  distinguished  brethren,  Grand 
Master  Shryock  at  its  head,  was  appointed  to  attend  the 
Washington  Memorial  Services. 

Number  of  lodges  103;  membership  8,021. 

Despite  his  efforts  to  resign  and  withdraw  from  the 
Correspondence  Department,  Grand  Lodge  has  wisely  forced 
Bro.  Edward  T.  Schultz  to  retain  his  useful  position  at  the 
Round  Table.  Fifty-six  volumes  of  Grand  Lodge  trans- 
actions are  reviewed,  North  Carolina  for  1899,  of  the 
number.  Brother  Schultz  thus  tells  why  and  how  this 
excellent  work  is  done : 

“ I confidently  expected,  owing  to  the  entire  loss  of  my  eyesight, 
that  the  report  I had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  at  the  last  Annual 
Communication  would  be  the  last  I should  ever  prepare,  but  my 
repeated  resignations  were  so  kindly  and  flatteringly  declined  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  his  action  being  unanimously- 
endorsed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  I felt  I should  not  further  insist  upon 
my  resignation,  and  concluded  that  I would  continue  to  spend  and  be 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  Fraternity  that  I love  so  well,  as  long  as 
the  brethren  desire  my  services  and  kind  Providence  vouchsafes  to 
me  health  and  capacity^  for  the  work. 

“I  have,  therefore,  with  the  aid  of  a reader  and  amanuensis, 
examined  the  various  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  received  froih  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  have  endeavored  to  comment  upon  them  as 
heretofore.” 


Thomas  J.  Shryock,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
Jacob  LI.  Medairy,  R.  IF.  Grand  Secretary . 
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MASSACHUSETTS— 1899-1900. 


i 66th  Anniversary.  Boston. 


WE  have  before  us  three  pamphlets  containing  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Quarterly  of  June  14,  1899;  December 
1.3,  1899;  and  the  Stated  Communication  of  December  27, 
1899;  the  Quarterly  of  June  13,  1900. 

In  the  Quarterly  of  June,  1899,  is  the  report  by  the 
architects  of  progress  on  the  Temple;  the  suggestion  of 
Grand  Master  Hutchinson  that  the  ceremonies  of  dedicating 
the  Masonic  Temple  should  be  conducted  without  any  pub- 
lic display;  a memorial  to  Bro.  Z.  L.  Becknell;  but  the 
most  important  item  of  its  contents  is  the  article  of  Bro. 
S.  D.  Nickerson  denying  the  claim  of  Philadelphia  to  be 
the  “ Mother  City  of  Freemasonry  in  America.” 

In  the  volume  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Quar- 
terly Communication  of  December  13,  we  find  a handsome 
engraved  portrait  of  Grand  Master  C.  C.  Hutchinson.  His 
address  gives  a succinct  account  of  his  official  doings,  and 
very  much  of  it  is  devoted  to  a partial  description  of  the 
magnificent  Masonic  Temple. 

The  following  figures  will  give  some  conception  of  the 
amount  of  money  held  by  Grand  Lodge  in  its  different 
funds : 

The  totals  of  the  funds  held  December  13,  1899,  are  as  follows  : 


The  Grand  Charity  Fund $128,692  71 

Sigourney  Fund - 6,709  u 

Anthony  S.  Jones  Fund 132  52 

Lodge  of  St.  Andrew  Fund 3,226  31 

John  H.  Collamore  Fund... 21,089  13 

Otis  E.  Weld  Fund 18,995  02 

Total  of  funds  $178,844  80 


The  Grand  Master  closed  his  address  with  this  eloquent 
contrast  between  the  past  and  the  present : 

“ Our  Institution  was  established  here  in  a time  of  small  things, 
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measured  by  modern  standards,  and  our  fathers  had  small  resources 
at  their  command  ; but  their  works  and  words  still  live  as  an  inspira- 
tion to  us  of  today,  a power  to  call  us  to  a truer  life  and  give  a larger 
scope  to  our  energies.  If  we  in  our  day  exhibit  as  much  of  wisdom, 
of  patient  striving,  of  devotion  to  the  principles  of  our  Institution  as 
did  our  fathers,  we  shall  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the  record 
we  shall  leave.  They  had  difficulties  to  overcome,  adverse  criticism 
even  to  persecution  to  encounter,  but  they  had  the  spirit  and  qualities 
to  meet  and  overcome  them.  Let  it  be  our  care  that  these  qualities  do 
not  die  out  in  their  successors.  The  present  has  its  claims  upon  us  as 
had  the  past  upon  our  predecessors.  If  the  past  be  glorious  and  the 
present  happy,  how  much  more  glorious  and  brighter  may  be  the 
future  if  we  wisely  improve  present  opportunities.  The  golden  age  of 
our  Fraternity  will  not  lie  behind  us  if  we  remember  that  we  are  the 
inheritors  of  everything  that  has  made  our  Order  in  the  past  worthy 
of  the  distinction  it  has  enjoyed;  and  keep  before  our  minds  a high 
ideal  of  what  our  Fraternity  ought  to  be  and  a sense  of  the  devoted 
service  it  demands  from  us,  in  order  that  its  character,  influence  and 
benefactions  may  continue  along  the  lines  already  laid  down.  Upon 
its  past  activities  no  human  institution  can  long  exist.  While  we  wear 
the  badges  of  Masonry,  let  us  not  neglect  to  use  its  working  tools.” 

Charles  T.  Gallagher,  of  Boston,  was  elected  Grand 
Master. 

During  the  Communication  of  December  27,  the 
Masonic  Temple  was  dedicated  with  impressive  ceremonies, 
and  the  Grand  Officers-elect  duly  installed  later  on.  The 
Annual  Feast  closed  a day  memorable  to  the  Craft  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

At  the  Quarterly  of  June  13,  1900,  a memorial  of  Right 
Worshipful  Hiram  O.  Smith  was  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge. 

Grand  Lodge  received  a bequest  of  $20,000  from  Bro. 
Franklin  S.  Pratt,  recently  deceased. 

There  are  236  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  “including 
four  in  Chili,  one  in  China,”  with  a total  membership  of 
39,871,  an  increase  of  537. 

Charles  T.  Gallagher,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  A.  IV.  Recording  Grand  Secretary.. 
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MICHIGAN — 1800. 

561’H  Annual.  Detroit,  January  23,  24. 

THE  address  of  Grand  Master  Frank  T.  Lodge  is  by  far 
the  most  voluminous  we  have  yet  seen,  occupying' 
over  one  hundred  pages,  or  about  one-fourth  of  the  journal 
of  proceeding's,  but  it  is  interesting  throughout  and  gives 
evidence  of  careful  thought  in  its  preparation.  We  have 
read  every  line  of  it  with  pleasure  and  profit.  The  portrait 
of  Brother  Lodge  would  indicate  that  he  was  young,  hand- 
some, intelligent  and  zealous. 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  is  thus  described  by  the 
Grand  Master: 

“ I bring  to  you  the  record  of  a peaceful,  pleasant,  prosperous 
year.  Never,  perhaps,  have  the  Craft  been  more  free  from  internal 
disasters,  dissensions,  or,  even  disputes.  Steadily,  quietly,  peacefully, 
our  beloved  Fraternity  has  pressed  onward  in  her  great  and  helpful 
mission,  raising  the  fallen,  helping  the  distressed,  soothing  the  sor- 
rowing, letting  not  the  left  hands  know  what  the  right  hands  have 
been  doing,  but  none  the  less  swiftly  and  surely  running  the  errands 
of  mercy  and  of  work  which  has  been  set  for  her  to  do. 

“ Such  deeds  can  not  be  easily  counted.  They  can  not  be  readily 
marshaled  into  statistical  columns  nor  glibly  recited  in  reports  like 
this.  It  must  suffice  to  say  that  I have  taken  extra  pains  to  become 
familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  Craft  by  lodges;  and  I can  con- 
fidently assert  that  never  were  we  more  peaceful,  prosperous  and 
happy,  never  were  we  more  zealous  in  all  the  beneficent  activities  of 
the  Craft,  never  did  brotherly  love  more  universally  prevail,  and 
every  social  and  moral  virtue  more  firmly  cement  us.” 

There  were  many  dedications  of  new  lodge  halls  and 
71  of  the  old  lodge  halls  which  had  not  been  previously 
dedicated.  An  unusual  number  of  official  visits  were  made 
by  the  Grand  Master,  with  the  result  of  increasing  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  brethren  wherever  he  went. 

The  matter  of  physical  qualifications  receives  extended 
consideration  from  the  Grand  Master,  who  is  a strict  con- 
structionist, and  from  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  which 
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submitted  majority  and  minority  reports.  The  minority 
report  submitted  by  Past  Grand  Master  John  W.  M.  Grath 
was  adopted  and  closes  as  follows : 

“ It  is  true  that  the  resolution  relative  to  the  loss  of  an  eye, 
adopted  in  1895,  was  not  incorporated  as  a part  of  the  Regulations, 
but  it  was  adopted  as  an  interpretation  of  the  existing  law. 

“ This  provision  modifies  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  operative  days 
of  the  Craft,  ‘when  blocks  of  stone  were  to  be  dressed’  and  fitted  to 
their  places.  It  is  not  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction  that  a candidate 
must  be  physically  perfect — ‘a  perfect  youth  having  no  maim  or 
defect  in  his  body’ — nor  that  every  one  of  his  members  ‘should  be 
physically  perfect, ' nor  that  applicants  ‘must  be  perfect  in  all  their 
limbs,  senses  and  members.’ 

“ The  confusion  that  exists  arises  because  of  the  use  of  these 
terms,  and  because  of  the  tendency  to  ignore  the  express  provision  of 
the  law  respecting  physical  qualifications. 

“ I concur  with  the  majority  in  the  opinion  that  one  who  has  lost 
a foot  above  the  ankle  is  disqualified,  because  he  can  not  comply  with 
all  requirements. 

“ As  to  the  other  cases,  I believe  that  unless  the  situation  prevents 
the  applicant  from  complying  with  such  requirements,  they  are  not 
disqualified.” 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  numerous  and 
generally  receive  the  approval  of  the  Law  Committee  and 
of  Grand  Lodge. 

The  “Report  on  Colored  Masons,”  an  answer  to  the 
request  of  certain  negroes  of  Detroit  to  be  recognized  as 
regular  ■ Masons,  was  presented  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy  and  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  report  is  temperate  and  forcible,  and  closes  in  these 
words : 


“ Your  Committee  after  duly  considering  the  questions  as  stated  in 
the  letter  of  the  petitions  for  recognition,  have  arrived  at  the  follow- 
ing conclusions:  ’ • 

“1.  The  questions  now  presented  to  Grand  Lodge  were  fully 
settled  by  Grand  Lodge  in  1874,  and  we  see  no  reason  for  repealing  or 
altering  the  same. 

“ 2.  Petitions  state  in  substance  that  they  are  members  of  lodges 
working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Michigan  Grand  Lodge  (colored) 
which  was  established  in  this  city  in  1872. 
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“Your  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

“ 1.  Resolved,  That  the  legislation  of  Grand  Lodge  in  1874  and 
in  1882  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re-affirmed. 

“2.  Resolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  for  recognition 
by  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  denied.” 

“Report  on  Mexican  Masonry”  is  the  heading  of  a 
very  exhaustive  paper  submitted  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee 
appointed  a year  ago  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
request  of  the  Gran  Dieta  Symbolica  of  Mexico  for  recog- 
nition. It  is  hard  to  understand  how  the  Gran  Dieta  has 
gotten  on  the  blind  side  of  a few  American  Grand  Lodges, 
especially  after  the  publication  of  the  exposures  presented 
by  Brother  Robbins,  of  Illinois,  Brother  Coxe,  of  Iowa, 
and  now  this  terrible  arraignment  by  the  Michigan  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  concludes  its  report  in  these 
words : 

“Your  Committee  rests  full}'  assured,  that  this  petition  for  recog- 
nition, by  this  Grand  Body,  on  the  part  of  the  Gran  Dieta,  is  largely 
influenced,  more  by  a desire  to  ingratiate  itself  into  the  good  graces  of 
regular  Masonry,  than  from  any  sincere  desire  to  sustain  and  main- 
tain the  constitution,  laws,  edicts,  and  ancient  observances  of  the 
institution,  and  judging  from  the  past  record  of  the  Gran  Dieta,  your 
Committee  can  not  recommend  it  to  the  confidence  and  full  acceptance 
of  this,  or  any  other  Grand  Body  of  regular  Masons,  working  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  ancient  landmarks  and  laws  of  the  Order. 
Therefore  in  view  of  all  the  foregoing  facts,  your  Committee  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  Gran  Dieta 
Symbolica  of  Mexico,  presented  to  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  last  Annual  Com- 
munication, asking  for  recognition  as  a Body  of  regular  Masons,  by 
this  Grand  Lodge,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  denied.” 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium  was  recognized  as  an 
independent  Grand  Body  and  the  Grand  Master  authorized 
to  effect  an  exchange  of  representatives. 

The  Board  of  Control  of  the  Masonic  Home  submitted  a 
very  interesting  report,  from  which  we  find  that  during  the 
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year  1899  there  were  44  inmates,  33  males,  10  females  and 
one  child.  The  average  age  of  the  men  was  72,  and  of  the 
women  68.  The  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  per  capita  was 
$2.72,  or  $141.44  a year.  This  seems  to  be  below  the 
average  cost  in  other  institutions  of  the  kind. 

The  Report  of  Grand  Secretary  Conover  verifies  the 
statement  of  the  Grand  Master  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Fraternity  in  Michigan  during  the  past  year.  The  mem- 
bership is  41,917,  a net  increase  of  1,537  since  the  last 
report. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  has  been  subjected  to 
the  most  cruel  condensation,  so  much ' so  that  Brother 
Conover  has  hardly  time  to  shake  hands  and  .say  “howdy” 
as  he  rushes  along.  We  are  sorry  to  see  that  Grand  Lodge 
thinks  it  best  to  dispense  with  these  reports,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  action  is  only  temporary. 

Lucian  E.  Wood,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Jefferson  S.  Conover,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . 


MINNESOTA— 1900. 

47TH  Annual.  St.  Paul,  January  17,  18, 

THE  attendance  at  this  Communication  was  the  largest  at 
any  opening,  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  the  represent- 
atives of  200  of  the  210  lodges  being  present.  There  were 
also  present  the  representatives  of  44  Grand  Lodges,  Bro. 
I.  B.  B.  Sprague  doing  the  honors  for  North  Carolina. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  A.  T.  Stebbins  contains 
a succinct  statement  of  his  official  doings  for  the  year  just 
past.  Bro.  Stiles  Raymond,  one  of  the  Custodians  of 
the  Work,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Alphonso  Barto  are 
reported  to  have  died,  and  the  Grand  Master  pays  appro- 
priate tribute  to  each. 
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Three  lodges  were  constituted.  In  reference  to  the 
restoration  of  a charter  arrested  by  Grand  Lodge  in  1898, 
the  Grand  Master  reports  that  he  was  present  in  person  to 
give  this  lodge  a good  start  on  its  second  trip,  and,  finding 
the  brethren  deficient  in  Masonic  knowledge,  suggested  the 
necessity  of  instruction,  but  they  refused  the  proffered 
services  of  one  of  the  Custodians.  The  probability  is  that 
this  charter  will  have  to  be  revoked  before  many  moons 
roll  by. 

Seven  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  issued,  one 
refused. 

The  decisions  rendered  were  very  few,  and  are  endorsed 
as  in  accord  with  Masonic  law. 

The  dedication  of  one 'Masonic  Hall  is  reported,  and 
the  laying 'of  the  corner-stone  of  another  Masonic  edifice. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  Grand  Masters  that  the  Dis- 
trict Deputies  are  the  most  useful  workers  in  the  Masonic 
field,  and  that  to  maintain  their  efficiency  Grand  Lodges 
should  provide  for  their  compensation.  The  law  of  Minne- 
sota, like  that  of  North  Carolina,  requires  the  Subordinate 
Lodge  to  pay  for  the  service,  but  it  is  sometimes  the  case 
that  the  Deputy  gets  nothing  and  foots  his  own  bills.  The 
Grand  Master  says  in  this  connection: 

“I  notice  by  the  reports  that  some  of  the  lodges  do  not  pay  the 
Deputies  for  their  expenses  incurred  in  making  these  visitations.  It  is 
quite  enough  to  ask  the  Deputies  to  give  their  time  in  making  prepara- 
tion and  in  visiting  without  asking  them  to  bear  expense  as  well. 

“Some  lodges  pay  these  expenses  voluntarily  ; others  neglect  to 
ask  the  Deputy  concerning  them,  and  he  is  too  modest  to  inform  them. 
Most  of  the  reports  came  in  too  late  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  made 
by  the  Deputies,  but  I shall  take  pleasure  in  turning  them  over  tb  my 
successor  for  his  guidance  and  information.  I am  still  a firm  believer 
in  the  District  Deputy  system,  but  am  also  of  the  belief  that,  to  obtain 
the  best  results,  this  Grand  Dodge  should,  in  some  manner,  give 
greater  recognition  to  the  position.” 

The  Grand  Master  certainly  deserves  well  of  the 
brethren  for  his  faithful  services,  his  good  judgment  and 
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his  determination  to  boil  down  his  address.  He  says  in 
this  last  regard : 

“ These,  my  brethren,  are  the  most  important  features  of  the 
year’s  history.  I have  spared  you,  by  not  giving  a detailed  account  of 
my  official  visits,  of  the  hundreds  of  letters  received  and  written,  of 
the  questions  answered,  and  advice  given.” 

In  the  admirable  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro. 
Thomas  Montgomery,  compressed  within  four  pages,  is 
given  a clear  history  of  the  conduct  of  Grand  Lodge  affairs 
for  the  year.  W e make  these  extracts : 

“ I might  imitate  the  report  once  made  by  an  Eastern  Grand  Sec- 
retary, who,  in  a line,  submitted  with  his  books  and  papers  the  simple 
statement  that  the  duties  of  his  office  had  been  promptly  and  faithfully 
attended  to,  but  you  have  a right  to  expect,  and  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
give  in  detail,  a general  report  of  my  official  acts  during  the  past  year, 
and  a statement  of  the  conditions  of  the  lodges  in  our  beloved  North 
Star  State.” 

“ More  work  has  been  done  than  in  any  of  the  previous  six  years, 
the  net  increase  in  membership  being  greater  than  for  any  of  the  three 
years  last  past.  The  following  is  a summary  : Initiated,  970  ; passed, 

911  ; raised,  918  ; joined,  433  ; restored,  57;  total  gain,  1,408.  With- 
drawn, 448  ; stricken  from  the  roll,  289  ; suspended,  none  ; expelled,  2; 
died,  187  , total  loss,  926.  Net  gain,  482.  Total  present  membership, 
16,401.” 

“ It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  take  part  in  several  Masonic  functions 
during  the  year  and  to  respond  to  a number  of  invitations  to  visit 
lodges.  Some  such  at  a distance  I have  been  compelled  to  decline, 
much  to  my  regret.  I constituted  Lincoln  Lodge  No.  226,  at  Milaca, 
last  February,  and  installed  their  officers.  Last  Friday,  in  the  presence 
of  a large  company  of  the  friends  of  the  brethren,  I installed  the 
officers  of  Midway  Lodge  No.  185  in  their  new  lodge  hall,  at  Hamline, 
my  home.  This  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me,  as  I thus  had  the 
privilege  of  installing  as  Worshipful  Master  my  second  son,  who 
now  assists  me  here,  and  on  whom  I conferred  the  several  Craft 
degrees  only  a little  over  two  years  ago.” 

The  portrait  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Bro.  J.  H. 
Thompson,  now  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  service, 
occupies  the  fly-leaf  of  the  volume.  His  report  shows  the 
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General  Fund  to  have  a balance  of  $10,911,  and  to  the 
credit  of  the  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Fund,  $21,918.90. 

There  was  disbursed  in  charity  the  sum  of  $3,120,  dis- 
tributed among-  twenty-four  needy  brethren,  their  widows 
or  orphans.  In  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  a 
resolution  to  limit  to  $360  the  amount  appropriated  to  ant- 
one  case  in  the  same  year  was  voted  down. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Bro.  H.  D.  Dickinson,  delivered  an 
eloquent  address  on  “ Character  and  Duty,”  for  the  elabora- 
tion of  which  he  drew  upon  many  sources,  showing-  a wide 
range  of  reading.  Though  young  in  Masonry  and  in  years, 
Brother  Dickinson  shows  the  wisdom  of  the  experienced 
caterer  to  many  tastes,  and  gives  to  the  older  brethren  a 
liberal  supply  of  taffy,  albeit  many  of  them  have  lost  their 
zest  for  this  delightful  confection.  He  says: 

“We  are  to  be  congratulated  that,  during  the  past  two  years,  we 
have  had  such  a man  at  the  wheel  as  our  present  Grand  Master.  Stu- 
dious, energetic,  watchful,  kind,  he  has  endeared  himself  to  us  all.  It 
can  never  be  said  of  him  that  he  has  ruled  over  his  brethren  in  a 
haughty  or  vainglorious  manner.  Gentleness  and  courtesy  have  been 
his  unfailing  characteristics,  and  he  will  ever  be  held  in  the  hearts  and 
memories  of  us,  his  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  as  a man  eminently 
fitted  for  his  exalted  station,  and  a shining  example  to  those  who  shall 
come  after  him, — a type  of  the  perfect  gentleman. 

“ We  are  to  be  congratulated  that  so  many  of  our  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ters are  seen  with  us  so  regularly.  We  younger  men  come  here,  and 
take  our  first  lessons,  as  it  were,  at  their  feet.  We  look  into  their 
genial  faces,  receive  from  their  hands  the  cordial  token,  listen  to  their 
kindly  words,  and  are  kindled  with  fresh  enthusiasm  by  their  unfailing 
fidelity.  Yet,  as  has  been,  sadly  evidenced  during  the  past  year,  one 
by  one  they  will  be  taken  from  us.  Some  of  them  are  now  well 
advanced  in  years.  Upon  their  heads  the  snows  of  each  recurring 
winter  are  falling  like  white-winged  messengers  from  the  sky,— snows 
that  will  melt  away  only  as  they  themselves  melt  away  into  eternity, 
messengers  that  will  not  depart  until  the  inevitable  day  when  they 
take  back  the  last,  complete,  triumphant  answer  of  life.  Let  us  respect 
them  and  venerate  them  and  appreciate  them  while  we  may." 

The  transactions  of  the  Eighth  Annual  Reunion  of  the 
Masonic  Veteran  Association  furnish  very  interesting  items 
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of  historjr  to  the  brethren  of  Minnesota,  beside  giving  a 
wood-cut  of  the  building  in  which  the  first  lodge  was  held, 
September  8,  1849,  and  pictures  of  the  oldest  initiate,  Bro. 
Oliver  H.  Kelley,  living  in  Florida;  Bro.  D.  W.  C.  Dun- 
well,  the  first  Senior  Grand  Deacon  and  only  survivor  of 
founders  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  Bro.  George  Egbert,  the 
oldest  living  Master  Mason  raised  in  a Minnesota  lodge. 

Bro.  Irving  Todd  again  presents  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, a review  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty-five  Grand 
Lodges.  The  work  is  of  the  excellent  kind  which  Brother 
Todd  always  produces,  and  the  wonder  is  that  he  has  been 
able  to  compress  so  much  of  summary  and  criticism  within 
130  pages.  North  Carolina  for  1899  has  received  fraternal 
treatment. 

Alonzo  Brandenburg,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . 


MISSISSIPPI-1900, 

82ND  Annual.  Meridian,  February  21,  22. 

IN  TFIE  absence  of  Grand  Master  Wm.  Starling  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  Bro.  H.  FI.  Folk,  presided 
during  the  session  of  Grand  Lodge. 

His  address  is  a report  of  the  administration  of  affairs 
by  Brother  Starling  and  himself,  and  each  received  the 
commendation  of  Grand  Lodge  as  faithful  and  efficient 
rulers  of  the  Craft. 

The  decisions  made  by  the  Grand  Master  and,  the  Act- 
ing Grand  Master — each  had  his  share — were  approved  by 
the  Law  Committee  without  modification. 

Less  than  the  usual  number  of  special  dispensations 
were  granted,  and  all  for  good  reasons. 

One  charter  was  arrested  by  the  Acting  Grand  Master, 
but  was  restored  later  on. 
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Severe  discipline  was  administered  to  the  Master  of  a 
lodge  who  had  little  appreciation  of  his  duty. 

The  decree  of  non-intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  issued  last  vear  is  reaffirmed  at  this  Grand 
Communication. 

The  smallness  of  degree  fees  and  dues  as  a cause  of  the 
weakness  and  death  of  lodges  is  referred  to  in  the  following" 
sensible  words: 

“ I have  received  reports  from  all  of  the  twelve  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  and  glean  from  their  perusal,  that  although  many  of 
the  lodges  are  improving  in  the  adopted  ritualistic  work,  there  is 
something  lacking  in  our  method  of  disseminating  it.  From  what  I 
can  learn  it  appears  to  resolve  itself  to  a matter  of  finances,  as  in 
nearly  every  instance  the  lodges  express  themselves  as  being  anxious 
to  receive  the  proper  instructions,  but  can  not  do  so  on  account  of 
lack  of  funds.  I believe  that  this  is  one  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the 
smallness  of  our  annual  dues.  I know  of  no  organization  to  which 
men  belong  where  dues  are  so  small — too  small  in  many  instances  to 
pay  the  running  expense  of  the  lodge — and  I feel  confident  if  this 
matter  was  properly  brought  before  the  membership  of  the  lodges 
that  the  result  in  most  cases  would  be  salutary. 

“ The  reports  show  that  harmony  prevails  very  generally  amongst 
the  brethren,  and  I am  also  advised  that  there  is  a very  appreciable 
gain  in  membership  throughout  our  jurisdiction.'' 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  thirty- 
first  of  its  kind,  we  find  a good  many  items  of  interest: 
eight  lodges  chartered,  and  dispensation  for  the  formation 
of  two  new  lodges  issued,  and  the  membership  of  280  lodges 
is  given  as  9,725,  a net  gain  of  220. 

A resolution  was  offered  and  adopted  without  any 
trouble  that  it  was  the  sense  of  Grand  Lodge  that  soliciting 
votes  was  unmasonic.  Yes,  the  resolving  is  all  right,  but 
how  is  the  electioneering  to  be  stopped?  That  so  many 
Grand  Lodges  refer  to  it  is  pretty  good  evidence  that  the 
“boys”  work  things  inside  the  lodge  pretty  much  as  they  do 
on  the  outside.  Even  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has 
occasion  to  complain  of  political  methods  used  by  those 
seeking  Masonic  preferment. 
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The  Masonic  Home  Fund  has-  grown  to  be  $24,247.42,. 
but  the  brethren  think  it  well  to  go  very  slow  in  the  matter 
of  building  a home  and  thus  imposing  a heavy  load  upon 
the  Craft  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  Grand  Lodge  did  a creditable  thing  in  recording 
its  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  services  of  two  noble  women 
who  had  been  called  higher.  These  were  Mrs.  Mary  R. 
Fleming  and  Mrs.  Rica  Tillman,  the  Treasurer  and  Vice- 
President,  respectively,  of  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum 
at  Natchez. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  prepared  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Rev.  A.  FI.  Barkley,  and  is  an  interesting 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  forty-nine  Grand  Lodges, 
among  which  is  North  Carolina  for  1899.  Brother  Barkley 
is  the  representative  of  North  Carolina  at  the  court  of 
Mississippi  and  his  kind  treatment  places  us  under  renewed 
obligation  of  good-will  and  fraternal  regard. 

B.  V.  White,  M.  IK.  Grand  Master. 

J.  L.  Power,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary . 


MISSOURI  -1900. 

8oth  Annual.  St.  Louis,  October  16. 

THE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Rev.  and  Most  Wor- 
■ shipful  Bro.  C.  H.  Briggs,  is,  by  comparison,  very 
brief,  but  lacks  nothing  in  its  presentation  of  all  matters 
affecting  the  interests  of  Grand  Lodge.  He  has  the  knack 
of  telling  things  without  padding  and  without  rhetorical 
flourishes.  He  tells  what  he  has  done  and  stops.  His  por- 
trait occupies  the  fly-leaf  of  the  volume. 

Brief  reference  is  made  to  prominent  members  of  the 
Craft  who  have  gone  to  their  reward.  State  lodges  of 
instruction  were  held  at  eight  places  in  the  jurisdiction, 
more  than  ninety  lodges  were  represented  at  these  schools, 
and  the  work  of  instruction  was  conducted  by  the  Grand 
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Lecturer,  Bro.  Allan  McDowell.  The  Grand  Master  “sat 
down”  on  all  applications  for  dispensation  to  confer  degrees 
out  of  time,  or  to  parade  on  Sundays  for  laying  corner- 
stones, or  for  the  pretense  of  attending  church  services. 
We  heartily  commend  the  action  of  our  parson  bi other.  It 
indicates  not  only  appreciation  of  the  proprieties,  but  good 
hard  sense  and  independence  of  a high  order. 

The  decisions  were  few  and  all  approved  except  one : 
A brother  had  been  found  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct  and 
expelled.  He  appealed,  and  Grand  Lodge,  deeming  the 
punishment  too  severe,  set  the  judgment  aside  and 
imposed  a three  years’  suspension.  To  ascertain  his  future 
status 

“ It  was  asked,  ‘What  is  his  standing  at  the  expiration  of  that 
period?  ’ 

Answer — He  is  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry.  Having  borne  the  full  penalty  inflicted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  he  regains  his  standing  as  a member  of  Bethany  Lodge,  No. 
97-” 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  after  citing'  the  action  of 
Grand  Lodge  adverse  to  the  ruling  in  this  case  closes  its 
report  in  these  words: 

“ With  all  due  respect  to  the  Grand  Master  we  must  disapprove 
this  decision,  and  hold  that  Mr.  Ellis  was  simply  restored  to  good 
Masonic  standing,  with  the  right  to  petition  any  lodge  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  for  membership,  and  become  a member  of  any  lodge  that 
may  receive  him,  but  not  of  any  lodge  that  will  not.” 

As  will  be  the  case  sometimes,  two  Masters  of  lodges 
were  subjected  to  discipline  for  drunkenness  and  were 
promptly  suspended. 

The  complaint  of  desecration  of  a lodge  hall  was  tpade 
against  members  of  the  Shrine  and  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
the  allegations  being  that  intoxicating  drinks  were  used  at 
a banquet  and  a dance  indulged  in  afterwards.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  a Special  Committee  and,  after  investiga- 
tion, it  was  found  that  the  charges  were  true.  Seemingly, 


72 


APPENDIX. 


the  matter  was  looked  upon  as  a peccadillo  of  some  of  the 
younger  brethren  and  was  closed  by  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  forbidding  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  in  a 
Masonic  Hall. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  a pleasant  visit  made  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  and  the  hospitable  reception 
accorded  to  him.  He  also  gave  a brief  account  of  the 
Memorial  Ceremonies  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

From  the  full  and  interesting  report  of  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary, Bro.  John  D.  Vincil,  it  is  seen  that  two  lodges  lost 
their  charters  because  of  failure  to  make  returns  and  pay 
dues.  Business ! It  is  also  seen  that  Grand  Lodge  has  to 
its  credit  the  snug  sum  of  $47,000. 

Appropriations  of  $10,000  for  the  Home  and  $i,5cxxfor 
the  use  of  the  Historical  Committee  were  made. 

“The  Language  of  Symbolism”  was  the  theme  of  a 
very  elegant  and  thoughtful  discourse  by  Rev.  Bro.  W.  F. 
Packard,  and  elicited  high  praise  from  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  Home  indicate  that 
the  Institution  is  fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
founded,  and  that  there  are  now  sheltered  beneath  its  roof 
i2o  inmates  whose  helplessness  appeals  not  in  vain  to  the 
generous  Craftsmen  of  Missouri. 

The  lodges  number  557,  and  the  membership  .33,366,  a 
gain  of  1,396. 

His.  twenty-third  Report  on  Correspondence  is  sub- 
mitted by  Bro.  John  D.  Vincil,  who  says  that  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  has  given  him  more  pleasure  than  any  of  its 
predecessors.  It  must  needs  give  pleasure  to  contemplate 
.a  work  so  well  and  conscientiously  performed.  All  of 
Brother  Vincil’s  reports  are  good,  and  it  would  be  hard  to 
say  .which  was  the  better.  The  proceedings  of  North 
Carolina  for  1900  received  kindly  notice  from  our  good 
brother,  and  this  is  the  way  that  he  proceeds  to  capture 
the  Tarheels : 

“ North  Carolina  is  one  of  the  older  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country, 
as  indicated  by  the  number  of  its  last  session.  If  the  claim  is  well- 
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founded  that  this  Grand  Lodge  was  the  Mother  of  Tennessee  Masonry, 
then  we,  of  Missouri,  are  the  grandchildren  of  North  Carolina,  as 
Masonry  was  planted  in  Missouri  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee. 
As  a Missouri-made  Mason,  I am  not  ashamed  of  this  descent,  but 
appreciate  ancestral  lines.’” 

Campbell  Wells,  M.  IK.  Grand  Master. 

John  D.  Vincil,  R.  II '.  Grand  Secretary. 

MONTANA— 1900. 

36TH  Annual.  Great  Falls,  September  19. 

rOLLOWING  the  list  of  Grand  Officers  present  is  this 
gratifying  statement : 


“ Before  opening,  the  following  report  was  made: 

‘‘-GRAND  SECRETARY’S  PRELIMINARY  REPORT. 

“ To  the  Grand  Lodge  .1.  F.  cf  A.  M.  of  Montana. 

“ Brethren:  It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  every  chartered  lodge 

of  our  jurisdiction  has  made  returns  and  paid  dues  for  the  Masonic 
y^ear  ending  July'  31,  1900,  and  their  representatives  are  therefore 
entitled  to  seats  and  votes  at  this  Grand  Communication,  and  more 
than  a majority  are  here  and  now  represented. 

“Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary." 

Three  portraits  of  eminent  brethren  adorn  the  volume 
— Grand  Masters  Leander  W.  Frary,  1867-1S6S,  and  A.  H. 
Barrett,  1899-1900,  and  Deputy  Grand  Master  Henry 
Chappie. 

The  two  former  are  living,  the  latter  has  gone  to  his 
reward,  young  in  years,  but  with  a record  of  willing  and 
noble  service  to  his  kind  and  to  the  Craft. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  A.  H.  Barrett,  sup- 
plemented by  that  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Theo 
Brantly,  gives  an  account  of  the  administration  of  Grand 
Lodge  affairs  for  the  Masonic  year.  On  account  of  the 
absence  of  Grand  Master  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  from 
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the  jurisdiction  by  reason  of  bad  health,  the  conduct  of 
the  government  of  the  Craft  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
vSenior  Grand  Warden,  and  right  well  were  the  unexpected 
responsibilities  discharged,  so  well,  indeed,  that  at  the 
proper  time  he  was  elected  to  the  Grand  Mastership  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Grand  Master  Barrett  paid  loving  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  those  brethren  who  had  been  called  off  from  their 
earthly  labors. 

The  disaster  which  had  engulfed  the  city  of  Galveston 
received  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  he  recom- 
mended that  an  appropriation  be  made  by  Grand  Lodge 
and  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Texas  for  the  relief 
of  destitute  brethren.  This  recommendation  was  adopted 
and  the  contribution  sent  by  telegraphic  order. 

From  personal  inspection  during  visitations,  the  state 
of  the  Craft  is  reported  to  be  prosperous  and  satisfactory. 
He  is  averse  to  the  multiplication  of  weak  lodges,  often 
born  with  the  seeds  of  premature  death  implanted  in  them, 
and  we  are  in  accord  with  his  opinion.  He  reports  but  one 
decision  and  that  was  approved. 

The  Acting  Grand  Master  rendered  14  decisions,  three 
of  which  were  reported  adversely  by  the  Law  Committee. 
One  of  these  is  so  unlike  the  law  in  North  Carolina  and 
many  other  jurisdictions  that  we  reproduce  it.  Here  a 
brother’  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  may  be  rein- 
stated without  further  action  by  making  payment  of  arrear- 
ages up  to  date  of  suspension. 

The  decision  is: 

“5.  A member  who  has  been  suspended  for  more  than  one  year 
for  non-payment  of  dues  and  has,  upon  payment  in  full  of  arrears, 
petitioned  his  lodge  for  reinstatement,  has  no  recourse  or  remedy,  if 
his  petition  is  rejected,  except  to  petition  again.  The  dues  paid  with 
a view  of  obtaining  reinstatement  should  be  refunded  in  case  the 
petition  is  rejected.” 

The  Committee,  reporting  on  the  foregoing,  says  the 
decision  is  right  except  there  is  no  obligation  to  refund  the 
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dues,  but  the  lodge  may  do  so  in  its  discretion.  This  seems 
to  us  very  harsh  treatment  of  a brother  who,  at  the  very 
worst,  is  guilty  only  of  poverty  or  carelessness. 

From  the  General  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we 
find  that  Brother  Hedges  had  been  flattering  himself  that 
his  family,  he  and  his  three  boys,  could  not  well  be  beaten 
in  the  matter  of  contribution  to  the  membership  of  the 
Craft,  but  he  now  wakes  up  to  the  fact  that  the  Hedges 
family  “ aint  in  it,”  when  just  consideration  is  given  to 
the  record  of  Bro.  Samuel  L.  Bryant  with  six  boys  in  the 
Fraternity! 

A handsome  silver  service  was  presented  to  Past  Grand 
Master  Pomeroy,  and  the  correspondence  by  means  of 
which  the  presentation  was  made  shows  mutual  fraternal 
appreciation. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  in  the  General  Fund  the 
sum  of  $8,338.31,  and  in  the  Charity  Fund  $7,005.31. 

Recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Costa  Rica  and  Porto  Rico. 

After  the  installation  of  the  Grand  Master  he  was 
invested  with  the  Signet  Ring  by  Acting  Grand  Master 
Boardman,  and  was  the  occasion  of  the  usual  nice  little 
speeches. 

A Masonic  Home  Fund  was  created,  and  the  sum  of 
$2,000.00  was  contributed  from  the  General  Fund  and 
$6,500.00  from  the  Charity  Fund,  thus  making  $8,500.00 
now  in  the  fund,  which  is  to  be  safely  invested. 

The  number  of  chartered  lodges  is  47,  and  the  member- 
ship 3,144.,  a gain  of  144. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  a delightful  account  of 
his  peregrinations  among  sister  Grand  Lodges,  is,  as  it 
should  be,  the  work  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Cornelius 
Hedges,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  contributions  of 
the  year  to  current  Masonic  literature.  A happy,  easy 
style,  permeated  with  the  spirit  of  Masonic  charity  and  full 
of  Masonic  learning,  all  unite  in  making  his  history  a wel- 
come visitor. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina 
for  1900  are  accorded  ample  space  and  receive  fraternal 
notice.  Our  brother’s  kind  personal  reference  is  appreci- 
ated, and  the  wish  for  closer  acquaintance  fully  recipro- 
cated. ’Tis  a long  shoot  from  Montana  to  North  Carolina, 
but  the  “cold  type”  comes  in  handy  to  shorten  and  enliven 
the  way. 


HE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  W.  W.  Keysor,  is  a 


very  complete  recital  of  his  official  doings  for  the 
year.  He  has  this  flattering  statement  to  make  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  Craft,  and  a better  showing  could  hardly 
be  made  for  any  body  of  Masons: 

“ It  affords  me  exceeding  pleasure  to  report  that  Freemasonry  has 
prospered  remarkably  in  this  jurisdiction  during  the  past  3'ear.  Work 
has  been  abundant  and  our  lodges  have  grown  stronger  in  numbers 
and  finances;  the  needy  have  been  supplied;  the  sick  nursed;  the  dead 
buried;  the  widow  assisted  and  the  orphan  educated;  harmony  has 
been  restored  in  several  quarters,  and  with  one  or  two  unfortunate 
exceptions,  peace  and  brotherly  love  prevail  throughout  our  juris- 
diction; the  practice  of  lodges  visiting,  assisting  and  entertaining  each 
other  at  the  banquet  board  has  extended;  and  happily  there  has  been 
a perceptible  uplift  in  the  character  of  the  candidates  admitted,  and  a 
truer  apprehension  of  the  higher  ends  of  our  institution.” 

We  very  heartily  endorse  this  tribute  to  the  brethren 
who  fell  while  carrying'  their  country’s  flag; 

“ I can  not  forbear  alluding,  however,  particularly  to  those  who 
died  in  the  military  service  of  their  country.  Whatever  views  we  as 
citizens  may  entertain  concerning  the  Cuban  and  Philippine  wars,  as 
Freemasons  we  can  not  feel  otherwise  than  proud  of  the  record  made 


Theo.  Brantly,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


NERRASKA— 1900. 


43 rd  Annual. 


Omaha, 


June  6,  7. 
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on  battlefield  and  ocean  wave  by  the  brave  men  who  wore  the 
square  and  compass  on  their  breasts,  particularly  of  such  as  Colonel 
-Stotsenburg  and  General  Henry,  who  were  Nebraska  Masons.  Some 
■of  these  gallant  brothers,  alas  ! met  the  soldier’s  fate,  and  are  now 
sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no  mortal  waking;  but  who  will  profess 
to  know  enough  of  God’s  purposes  or  to  be  able  to  scan  the  future  suffi- 
ciently to  justify  the  declaration  that  they  died  in  vain?  Let  us 
honor  them,  and  ever  remember  them  as  brother  Masons  who  perished 
in  a conscientious  exemplification  of  a virtue  which  we  deeply 
cherish.” 

Nebraska  also  deplores  the  death  of  its  Grand  Treas- 
urer, Bro.  Christian  Hartman,  for  twenty  years  the  faithful 
custodian  of  Grand  Lodge  funds. 

On  account  of  death  or  removal  from  the  jurisdiction, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  make  a revision  of  the  list  of 
Grand  Representatives  from  other  Grand  Lodges  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska,  and  Bro.  Melville  R.  Hopewell, 
of  Tekamah  Lodge  No.  31,  is  found  to  be  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

The  so-called  revocation  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wash- 
ington in  1899  of  its  action  of  the  previous  year  in  reference 
to  Negro  Masonry,  is  considered  by  the  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Lodge  as  a positive  reaffirmation  of  the  deliver- 
ance of  1898,  and  there  was  a sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
suspension  of  fraternal  relations,  but  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  and  the  time  of 
its  report  wisely  extended  to  the  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  that  "the 
character  and  standing”  of  the  Gran  Dieta  be  investigated 
was  referred  to  the  Correspondence  Committee,  which  sub- 
mitted, through  Past  Grand  Master  Phelps,  a report  in 
favor  of  recognition.  An  effort  was  made  to  postpone  con- 
sideration until  the  next  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  but 
failing,  the  report  was  adopted. 

Among  the  decisions  is  one  approving  the  action  of  a 
Master  who  gave  Masonic  burial  to  a brother  under  sus- 
pension for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  Jurisprudence 
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Committee  disapproved,  and  Grand  Lodge  sustained  the 
Committee.  Here  is  the  decision,  and  it  is  right: 

“ 16.  A brother  was  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  did 
not  subsequently  pay  them  because  of  his  straitened  circumstances. 
Shortly  before  he  died  he  gave  his  son  the  money  to  pay  his  dues,  but 
the  son  neglected  to  do  so.  The  family  requested  a Masonic  funeral. 
Held,  that  under  the  circumstances  it  was  not  error  for  the  Worship- 
ful Master  to  grant  the  request.” 

A recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  prompted  by 
his  daily  observation  of  the  exacting  work  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  looking  to  the  appointment  of  a clerk  and  an 
annual  vacation,  met  with  scant  favor  from  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence,  and  the  matter  was  dropped. 

The  Educational  Fund  is  reported  to  amount  to 
$32>765-47- 

The  number  of  lodges  is  231,  and  the  membership 
12,361. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  made  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Charles  J.  Phelps  and  is  a review  of  the 
proceedings  of  sixty  Grand  Lodg'es,  North  Carolina  for 
1899  of  the  number,  and  receiving  the  compliment  of 
having  quotations  made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Moore  and  from  the  speech  of  Judge  Clark  at  Morganton. 
Brother  Phelps  is  an  advocate  of  the  claims  of  the  Gran 
Dieta  for  legitimacy  and  regularity  and,  besides  the  report 
to  Grand  Lodge,  his  introduction  is  rather  apologetic  than 
argumentative.  This  statement  as  to  the  number  of  Grand 
Lodges  objecting  to  the  recognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta 
needs  revision : 

“ Our  American  Grand  Lodges  to  the  number,  at  least,  of 
fifteen,  have  entered  into  full  fraternal  relations  with  the  Gran  Dieta, 
but,  in  a few,  objections  have  been  raised.” 

There  is  another  statement  by  Brother  Phelps  in  rela- 
tion to  Mexican  Masonry,  under  Illinois,  that  to  an  unbiased 
mind  seems  more  applicable  to  himself  than  to  Brother 


APPENDIX. 


79 


Robbins.  Unfortunately  for  his  contention,  Brother 
Robbins  has  “facts,”  too  many  of  them,  which  have  never 
been  denied,  much  less  disproved,  that  place  the  Gran 
Dieta  outside  the  pale  of  regular  Masonry.  This  is  what 
Brother  Phelps  says  of  the  unanswered  and  unanswerable 
arguments  of  Brother  Robbins: 

' ‘ Twenty -eight  pages  are  given  to  ‘Mexican  Masonry,’  and  his 
symposium  on  the  topic  is  laden  with  arguments,  suggestions  and 
views  which  smack  the  advocate,  as  distinguished  from  the  impartial 
historian.  We  would  suggest  to  him  the  remark  of  their  Grand 
Orator,  applied  to  the  lawyer,  ‘he  is  not  busy  seeking  facts,  he  is 
seeking  to  convince  the  judge  and  jury  how  to  look  at  the  facts.'  ” 

We  shall  await  impatiently  the  rejoinder  of  Brother 
Robbins  in  the  Illinois  proceedings  of  1901,  to  this  rather 
wild  deliverance  of  Brother  Phelps. 

Albert  W.  Crites,  M.  IG.  Grand  Master. 

Francis  E.  White,  R.  W Grand  Secretary. 


NEVADA— 1900. 

36TH  Annual.  Virginia  City,  June  12,  13. 

THE  address  of  Grand  Master  John  M.  McCormack  gives 
gives  an  account  of  his  administration  and  has  the 
merit  of  being  brief  and  clear.  The  fraternal  dead  are 
appropriately  referred  to. 

The  non-affiliate  is  in  Nevada  and  Grand  Lodge  seems 
to  think  that  the  dragnet  will  land  him  securely  in  a lodge, 
there  to  stay,  but  the  net,  although  seemingly  new  and 
strong,  will  neither  catch  nor  hold.  The  Grand  Master 
issued  this  order,  and  although  nearly  a year  has  passed 
since  the  issue  of  the  order,  we  see  nothing  to  indicate  that 
the  Grand  Master  has  had  other  than  “fisherman’s  luck.” 
This  is  the  edict : 
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“ Grand  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Nevada,  i 
Office  of  the  Grand  Master,, 

Reno,  Nevada,,  July  i,  1899.  ) 

“ To  the  Worshipful  Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  Constituent  Lodges  of 

this  Jui  isdidion  : 

“Your  attention  is  directed  to  Part  V,  Article  II,  Section  III,  of 
our  Constitution,  and  to  Nos.  11  and  12  of  our  General  Regulations,, 
relative  to  non-affiliates. 

“You  will,  therefore,  at  the  next  Stated  Communication  of  your 
lodge,  direct  3'our  Secretary  to  warn  and  notify  all  non-affiliated  Masons 
within  its  jurisdiction  to  present  themselves  at,  and  affiliate  with 
your  lodge,  or  show  cause  why  they  should  , not  affiliate  or  be  sus- 
pended from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Fraternity. 

J.  M.  McCormack, 

Grand  Master W 

There  was  no  need  for  any  decisions  by  the  Grand 
Master, 

A gift  of  $50  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Master,  with  the 
wish  of  the  giver  that  it  be  forwarded  to'  some  Orphans’ 
Home,  but  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Master  the- 
money  was  kept  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a Home  Fund,  and 
immediately  four  brethren  contributed  $25  apiece,  making 
the  nest  egg  $150. 

Of  a kind  with  the  severity  to  non-affiliates  is  this 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  is  all  right,  except 
the  requirement  to  pay  dues  during  the  period  of  exclusion 
from  lodge  membership : 

“ Section  78.  No  lodge  shall  expel  a member  for  the  non-payment 
of  his  dues  ; but,  in  case  any  member  shall  have  refused  or  neglected 
to  pay  his  regular  dues  during  a period  of  one  year,  he  shall  be  notified 
by  the  Secretary  that,  unless  at  the  next  Stated  Communication  either 
his  dues  be  paid,  or  sickness  or  inability  to  pay  be  shown  as  the  cause 
of  such  refusal  or  neglect,  he  will  be  suspended  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry  by  operation  of  law.  If  neither  of  these 
things  be  done,  he  shall  be  so  suspended,  and  the  Master  shall  so 
announce  in  open  lodge.  Any  Mason  thus  suspended  who  shall  at 
any  time  pay  the  arrearages  due  at  the  time  of  his  suspension, 
together  until  such  further  dues  as  would,  had  he  retained  his  member- 
ship, have  accrued  against  him  to  the  date  of  such  payment,  shall  by  that 
act  be  restored.  But  a lodge  may  remit  any  portion  of  the  dues  or 
arrearages.” 
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If  the  clause  that  we  have  italicized  be  expunged,  the 
law  will  stand  as  in  North  Carolina  and  will  not  be  too 
severe. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  20,  and  the  membership  858, 
a net  gain  of  35. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a condensed  recital 
of  the  doings  of  fifty-two  Grand  Lodges,  North  Carolina 
for  1899  receiving  notice  of  fourteen  lines,  and  some  less. 
Bro.  A.  D.  Bird,  who  prepared  the  report  in  the  compass  of 
102  pag'es,  was  bound  to  be  very  economical  of  the  limited 
space  at  his  disposal. 

Joseph  A.  Miller,  J I.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK— I8S9. 

32ND  Annual.  St.  John,  August  22,  23. 

THE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Dr.  Thomas  Walker, 
is,  like  that  of  last  year,  a brief  and  clear  report  of  his 
official  acts,  in  which  nothing  of  importance  is  left  out. 
The  condition  of  the  Craft  is  reported  to  be  harmonious 
and  hopeful. 

This  eloquent  allusion  to  those  who  have  finished  their 
labors  is  the  opening  of  his  Report  on  Necrology: 

“ As  in  the  renewal  of  intercourse  our  hearts  are  stirred  with  glad- 
ness, the  very  sense  of  satisfaction  produced  recalls  to  us  the  sorrowful 
fact  that  there  are  gaps  in  the  circle.  Some  voices  are  silent  that  once 
spoke  to  us  words  of  wisdom.  Some  eyes  that  smiled  in  friendly  wel- 
come are  closed  in  the  long  sleep  of  death.  Let  us  pause  to  pay  a 
loving  tribute  to  their  memory,  and  give  a fraternal  recognition  to 
their  Masonic  services.” 

As  many  official  visits  were  made  as  possible,  and  the 
Grand  Master  reports  having  witnessed  the  work  of  the 
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third  degree  during  one  of  the.se  visits,  and  reminds  the 
officers  of  that  particular  lodge  they  yet  have  something  to 
learn  in  degree  work.  The  last  of  these  visits  was  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  June  14  and  15. 

The  question  of  amalgamation  of  the  three  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  is  still  receiving  the 
attention  of  each,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  union 
will  be  consummated  within  the  next  few  years. 

On  this  topic  of  consolidation  the  Grand  Master  thus 
expresses  himself: 

“ While  I am  not  prepared  at  present  to  support  the  scheme  of  a 
union  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  I think  much  good  would  accrue  by  the 
appointment  of  a permanent  committee  of  members  of  each  Grand 
Body,  whose  power  would  only  be  advisory.  To  such  a committee 
could  be  referred  the  adoption  of  a uniform  ritual,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  a Masonic  Home,  and  any  questions  that  might  arise  affect- 
ing the  Craft  generally.  It  would  tend  to  cement  still  more  closely 
the  strong  ties  which  now  bind  us  to  our  brethren  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
which  these  reciprocal  visits  have  done  so  much  to  strengthen.” 

Last  year  the  Committee  on  Grand  Master’s  Address 
could  not  agree  with  him  that  “the  jurisdiction  of  contigu- 
ous lodges  extended  to  a point  midway  between  the  two  in 
an  air  line,”  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Control  for  settlement  at  this  Communication.  The  Board 
sustained  the  Grand  Master,  and  defined*  the  law  in  this 
respect  As  it  is  in  North  Carolina. 

The  Board  of  Control  takes  sharp  exception  both  to 
the  statement  of  fact  and  some  of  the  conclusions  of  the 
Special  Committee  which  reported  last  year  as  to  the 
causes  .of  the  falling  off  in  membership.  The  Board  replies 
in  part: 

“ 5.  The  matter  of  the  report  made  to  Grand  Lodge. by  the  Special 
Committee  on  Membership  of  Subordinate  Lodges  was  also  considered 
by  the  Board  and  the  following  report  thereon  is  submitted  : 

“ After  carefully  examining  the  report  we  have  to  say  that  we 
differ  very  materially  with  that  Committee  in  many  of  the  statements 
made  by  them  (see  Proceedings  1898,  page  439). 
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“ While  there  may  be  isolated  cases  of  members  not  being  called 
upon  to  pass  examinations,  and  of  officers  being  advanced  who  do  not 
make  an  effort  to  get  up  the  work,  we  have  no  knowledge  of  such  being 
the  case,  and  we  can  safely  sayr  that  these  are  not  matters  of  general 
occurrence  in  this  jurisdiction.  The  reports  of  District  Deputies  not 
only  strengthen  this  view,  but  refute  the  general  remark  that  there  is 
lack  of  interest  in  the  Craft,  although  it  may  be  that  some  lodges  are 
not  as  active  as  others,  yret  this  is  naturally  the  case  in  any  jurisdiction.” 

The  Audit  Committee  reports  that: 

“ The  Fund  of  Benevolence  holds  a bond  of  The  New  Brunswick 
Masonic  Hall  Company  for  two  thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  at 
five  per  cent.;  another  bond  of  the  same  company,  guaranteed  by 
Grand  Lodge  for  five  hundred  dollars  at  four  per  cent.,  and  a bank 
deposit  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  tw’enty  cents.” 

There  are  32  lodges  and  a membership  of  1,778. 

His  Honor  Judge  J.  Gordon  Forbes,  M.  II.  Grand  Master. 
J.  Twining  Hartt,  V.  IT.  Grand  Secretary. 


HANDSOME  steel  engraving  of  Grand  Master  John 


McLane  occupies  the  fly-leaf  of  the  volume,  and  an 
inspection  of  the  facial  lines  would  indicate  that,  once 
enlisted  in  a good  cause,  he  would  be  in  it  ‘ ‘when  the  kine 
came  hame,”  and  that  the  tribute  paid  by  Grand  Master 
McAllister  during  the  presentation  of  a Past  Grand  Master’s 
jewel  was  justly  merited.  Brother  McAllister  said,  “I 
respect  you  for  your  inflexible  integrity,  high  character, 
moral  and  mental  worth  and  your  upright  life.”  Brother 
McLane  is  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina. 

Another  photographic  portrait  is  that  of  Bro.  Norman 
C.  Hewes,  for  forty-six  years  the  Tiler  of  Franklin  Lodge 
No.  6. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 1900. 


1 iith  Annual. 


Concord, 


May  16. 


84 


APPENDIX. 


At  the  Semi-annual  Communication  of  December  27, 
1899,  held  m Manchester,  the  work  of  the  three  degrees 
was  exemplified  by  Blazing  Star,  No.  11,  Ancient  York, 
No.  89  and  Lafayette,  No.  41,  and  after  labor  came  refresh- 
ment in  the  form  of  a banquet. 

At  the  morning  session  the  Grand  Master  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  the  Washington  Memorial  Ceremo- 
nies, and  of  his  response  when  New  Hampshire’s  name  was 
called,  the  second  on  the  roll  of  the  original  thirteen.  He 
said  in  part : 

“ I was  glad  to  say  that  New  Hampshire  Masons  have  ever  been 
loyal  to  the  principles  of  liberty  which  were  taught  by  the  great 
Father  of  his  Country,  whose  memory  we  cherish  and  glorify  on  this 
occasion,  and  it  was  with  sentiments  of  pride  that  I recalled  the 
historical  fact  that  it  was  on  New  Hampshire’s  soil  that  the  first  act  of 
armed  hostility  was  committed  against  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  by 
an  American,  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  free  and 
independent  United  States  of  America.” 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  at  the  Annual  Commu- 
nication was  comparatively  brief,  but  contained  a full 
history  of  his  administration. 

No  decisions  were  rendered,  but  this  dispensation  is 
reported : 

‘‘I  granted  a dispensation  to  Washington  Lodge  No.  61,  to  visit  a 
Lodge  in  Belmont,  Mass.,  and  work  the  Master  Mason  degree,  and  to 
the  same  lodge  a dispensation  permitting  them  to  invite  Belmont 
Lodge  to  visit  Washington  Lodge  in  Manchester  and  work  the  Master 
Mason  degree.  In  both  instances  like  dispensations  were  granted  by 
the  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts. 

“ I would  be  the  last  one  to  say  a word  against  anything  that  has 
a tendency  to  increase  the  good-will  and  fraternal  feeling  among 
Masons,  but  on  reflection  I am  convinced  that  there  are  strong  reasons 
why  lodges  should  not  exchange  visits  of  the  character  indicated 
above,  and  if  the  question  should  again  come  before  me  I should 
hesitate  long  before  granting  a dispensation  for  that  purpose.” 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  found  enactments  of 
Grand  Lodge  adverse  to  this  kind  of  fraternal  visitations 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 


APPENDIX. 


8^ 


“ Your  Committee  does  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  suggesting 
that  any  improper  motive  or  wrong  purpose  in  any  case  has  existed. 
On  the  contrary  it  has  been  with  the  purpose  of  the  interchange  of 
fraternal  courtesies  and  social  enjoyment,  but  all  things  considered 
vour  Committee  deprecate  the  practice  and  recommend  the  following 
resolution  : 

“ Resolved , That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the 
practice  of  lodges  from  this  State  going  into  other  jurisdictions  to 
confer  the  degrees,  according  to  our  own  ritual,  and  having  lodges 
from  other  jurisdictions  to  come  into  this  State  to  exhibit  the  work  of 
their  jurisdiction  and  to  confer  the  degrees,  is  unlawful  and  should 
not  be  continued.” 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  perpetual 
jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates  be  changed  to  the 
five-year  limit,  as  in  Maine,  but  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee made  no  reference  to  it. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  78,  and  the  membership 
9,328- 

Brother  A.  S.  Wait  again  furnishes  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  which  is  a summary  of  important  acts  as 
found  in  the  transactions  of  fifty-three  Grand  Lodges, 
North  Carolina  for  1899  being  of  the  number.  Brother 
Wait  tells  in  pleasant  style  the  things  of  interest  he  has 
seen  by  the  way.  His  moderation  and  learning-  and  the 
true  Masonic  spirit  which  pervades  all  his  reports  command 
our  unqualified  respect,  and  we  wish  that  his  kind  were 
multiplied  many  times. 

George  I.  McAllister,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Frank  D.  Woodburv,  R.  I L Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY— 1900 

113TH  Annual.  Trenton,  January  24,  25. 

A FINELY  executed  steel  engraving  of  Grand  Master 
Josiah  W.  Ewan,  a very  handsome  man  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  vigor.  adorns  the  flv-leaf  of  this  volume. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  very  long,  but  it  is. 
difficult  to  see  where  it  could  be  abbreviated,  except  under 
the  head  of  “ Necrology,”  which  appropriates  eleven  of  its 
forty-one  pages.  He  may  well  be  proud  of  the  record  of 
his  two  years’  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Grand  Lodge, 
and  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Craft  in  New  Jersey  thoroughly 
appreciate  the  ability,  the  fidelity  and  zeal  of  this  working- 
Grand  Master. 

In  reviewing  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wash- 
ington, whereby  it  rescinded  in  1899  the  objectionable  reso- 
lutions adopted  in  1898,  the  Grand  Master  is  apprehensive 
that  further  discord  may  arise  from  this  troublesome  ques- 
tion and  advises  that  the  interdict  now  in  force  be  con- 
tinued. The  Grand  Lodge,  through  its  Correspondence 
Committee,  sustained  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master,  who 
said  in  part  r 

“ Last  year  I expressed  the  hope  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wash- 
ington would  recede  from  its  unwise  position  and  I still  hope  that  it 
will  yet  go  further  than  it  has  already  gone,  in  its  effort  to  right  the 
wrong. 

“ I believe  its  intentions  were  to  repeal,  absolutely,  the  offensive 
resolutions,  but  the  words  do  not  carry  out  this  belief. 

“lam  credibly  informed,  in  fact  I have  read  a letter  from  the 
present  Grand  Master  of  Washington,  in  which  he  states,  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner,  that  no  person  who  is  not  regular  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  can  be  admitted  to  any  Subordinate  Lodge  in  Washington, 
and  that  it  is  not  permissible  for  persons  hailing  from  lodges  tracing 
their  origin  to  Prince  Hall  Lodge  or  others  of  like  Masonic  standing  to 
gain  admission. 

“ This  decision  of  Grand  Master  Seeman  holds  good  while  he  is 
Grand  Master.  Will  his  successor  decide  otherwise,  even  as  his 
predecessor  decided  ? 

“ I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  unwise  to  remove  our  interdict 
until  it  is  positively  determined  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington 
whether  New  Jersey  has  any  right  to  review  or  question  the  admission 
to  their  lodges  of  persons  we  have  declared  to  be  clandestine  and 
irregular." 

The  matter  of  physical  qualifications  is  seemingly  held 
to  be  of  prime  importance  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  Grand 
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Master  devotes  nearly  a page  of  his  address  to  the  consider- 
ation of  this  topic.  Worshipful  Masters  and  Committees 
•of  Investigation  are  sharply  admonished  to  look  well  to  the 
details  of  the  candidate’s  physique,  less  mayhap  there  should 
be  a missing-  big  or  little  toe,  or,  worse,  still,  an  ingrowing 
nail.  To  the  writers  of  Correspondence  who  do  not  fully 
appreciate  the  importance  of  these  requirements,  he  says: 

“ The  writers  of  Foreign  Correspondence  in  some  of  our  Sister 
Jurisdictions  seem  to  think  that  in  New  Jersey  we  lay  entirely  too 
much  stress  on  the  physical  qualifications  and  perhaps  not  enough  on 
the  moral. 

“Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact,  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  in  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  universe  is  more  care  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
material  than  in  New  Jersey,  from  both  a moral  and  physical  stand- 
point.” 

And  still,  under  the  head  of  “Discipline,”  five  cases 
are  reported  with  defects,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  stated 
in  either  instance,  and  only  one  of  these  was  excluded,  but 
for  all  that,  the  Committees  and  Masters  in  two  cases  were 
reprimanded  and  these  candidates  subsequently  made 
Masons  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master.  One  of  these 
defectives  had  been  a Master  Mason  for  two  years,  and  pre- 
sumably a good  one,  but  he  had  to  be  healed  b}'  order  of 
the  Grand  Master,  for  which  he  should  have  been  thankful. 
Masons  everywhere  should  obey  the  law,  whether  wise  or 
otherwise,  but  it  seems  equally  plain  that  Grand  Lodge 
should  so  frame  its  enactments  that  officers  of  lodges  may 
know  when  a candidate  is  physically  ineligible. 

All  the  dispensations  and  permissions,  as  well  as  the 
decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  were  approved. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  provided  a 
Home  for  the  aged  helpless  has  elicited  expressions  of  com- 
mendation from  every  part  of  the  country.  The  Home  was 
soon  filled  to  its  entire  capacity  and  a large  number  of 
worthy  applicants  could  not  be  taken  for  want  of  room. 
In  this  emergency  the  Grand  Master,  at  the  request  of  the 
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Executive  Committee  of  the  Home,  called  a Special  Com- 
munication of  Grand  Lodge  on  June  14,  1899,  “for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  very  urgent  need  for  additional 
accommodations  at  our  Masonic  Home.” 

Without  much  ado,  the  Grand  Lodge  imposed  a per 
capita  assessment  of  $1.50,  payable  before  October  15,  1899, 
for  the  necessary  enlargement  and  equipment  of  the  new 
buildings.  This  makes  the  per  capita  tax  for  the  Home 
$3.50  on  each  member  of  the  Fraternity  in  New  Jersey. 
The  following  resolution,  presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Home,  was  adopted,  and  indicates  the  purpose  of 
our  New  Jersey  brethren: 

“ ‘ Resolved , That  each  initiate,  each  affiliate  from  a foreign 
jurisdiction  and  each  suspended  or  expelled  Mason  who  was  expelled 
or  suspended  prior  to  January  1st,  1897,  upon  his  re-instateinent  shall 
be  required  to  pay,  in  addition  to  all  other  fees  or  charges,  the  sum  of 
$3.50,  to  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Masonic  Home,  as  directed  by 
this  Grand  Lodge.’  ” 


Distinguished  visitors  from  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania were  welcomed  in  eloquent  words  by  the  Grand 
Master  and  the  guests  made  appropriate  responses.  This 
interchange  of  visits  by  the  rulers  of  the  Craft  has  a whole- 
some influence  and  deserves  encouragement. 

There  are  174  lodges  and  a membership  of  17,386,  a 
gain  of’  415. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  covers  no  pages  in 
review  of  the  transactions  of  fifty-four  Grand  Lodges. 
We  willingly  adopt  the  closing  sentence  in  Brother  Edwards’ 
preface : 

“ In  presenting  this  report,  the  Chairman  desires  to  state  that  it  is 
not  of  his  production  ; early  in  the  year  he  was  called  on  to  assume 
responsibilities  that  could  not  be  denied,  which  debarred  him  devoting 
the  necessary  time  to  the  performance  of  this  duty.  Fortunately,  in 
his  appeal  for  assistance,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Charles  Belcher, 
Past  Grand  Master,  tendered  his  services.  As  the  weeks  glided  by, 

' the  assistance  ’ developed  into  the  assumption  of  the  entire  work. 
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The  ability  and  devotion  of  the  Worshipful  Brother  to  this  cause  leave 
nothing  but  congratulations.” 

Joseph  E.  Moore,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 
Thos.  H.  R.  Redway,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  MEXICO— 1899. 

2 2ND  Annual.  Albuquerque,  October  2,  3. 

THE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Robt.  C.  Stewart,  was 
read  by  Deputy  Grand  Master  E.  E.  Day,  owing  to 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  former. 

A list  of  seven  brethren  who  have  died  within  the  year 
is  given,  and  the  hope  expressed  that  all  is  well  with  them. 
Fraternal  reference  is  made  to  the  honored  dead  of  other 
jurisdictions. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  joint  occupancy  of  halls 
with  other  fraternal  organizations,  and  for  belated  installa- 
tions. A petition  from  one  of  the  lodges  for  dispensa- 
tion to  ballot  upon  the  application  of  an  officer  in  the 
United  States  army,  born  at  a military  post  and  without 
fixed  abode  anywhere,  was  denied,  because  the  Grand 
Master  under  the  law  has  “no  power  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  any  by-law  of  this  Grand  Lodge."  The  by-law 
requires  a residence  of  one  year. 

Three  decisions  were  reported,  and  these  approved. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  and  the  need  of  light 
the  Grand  Master  says: 

“ Some  of  our  lodges  need  the  fostering  care  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
so  far  as  it  can  be  extended  to  them,  and  I refer  you  to  the  reports 
of  the  Deputy  District  Grand  Masters  for  more  detailed  statements  as 
to  their  needs.” 

The  Grand  Master  shares  with  other  executives  the 
opinion  that  the  ruling  spirits  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
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Washington  are  not  yet  ready  to  make  a full  surrender,  and 
has  this  to  say  as  to  the  latest  action  of  that  Grand  Lodge: 

“ The  second  and  third  resolutions  were  repealed,  but  this  action 
is  accompanied  by  certain  declarations  couched  in  such  terms  as  ,to 
render  it  doubtful  as  to  whether  the  resolutions  are  not  still  really  in 
force,  by  implication  at  least.  For  all  this,  I am  willing  to  believe  that 
our  Washington  brethren  intended  the  repeal  of  those  resolutions 
and  their  effect  absolutely. 

“ In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  question  ‘Negro  Masonry’  will  again 
present  itself,  I would  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico  take  such  action  as  may  seem  best  and  wisest  at  this  time,  and 
that  it  place  itself  upon  record,  unequivocally , against  all  bodies  of 
clandestine  Masons  no  matter  whence  they  derive  their  authority.” 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treas- 
urer show  a balance  in  the  General  Fund  of  $738.06. 

Reporting  on  the  request  for  recognition  by  the  Gran 
Dieta  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  has  this  to  say  of 
Masonry  in  Mexico : 

“ Brethren: — Your  Committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  cer- 
tain documents  from  the  Gran  Dieta  of  the  Republica  de  Mejico  beg 
leave  to  report  : 

“ Some  years  ago  that  Grand  Bod}'  asked  for  recognition  from  this 
Grand  Lodge,  but  no  action  was  taken.  The  documents  just  received 
seem  to  assume  that  we  granted  recognition;  they  show  that  the  Gran 
Dieta  is  much  harassed  by  rival  Grand  Lodges  seeking  to  exercise 
authority  over  the  same  territory.  The  documents  clearly  show  that 
we  should  be  cautious  in  giving  recognition  to  any?  Grand  Body  in 
Mexico.  Our  close  proximity  to  Mexico  renders  us  liable  to  frequent 
embarrassments  should  we  make  a mistake  in  any  action  we  may 
take.” 

In  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Mexico  there  are  20  lodges 
and  922  Master  Masons,  a gain  of  41. 

Within  the  compass  of  ninety-two  pages  Bro.  Max 
Frost  gives  a summary  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty-three 
Grand  Lodges,  North  Carolina  for  1899  receiving  due 
notice. 

Elias  E.  Day,  M.  H'.  Grand  Master. 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES-1900 

T'HIS  volume  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  from  June,  1899, 
to  June,  1900, — three  Quarterly  and  two  Special  Communi- 
cations. 

In  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  J.  C.  Remington, 
at  the  meeting  of  December  13,  1899,  occurs  this  passage 
in  reference  to  the  Washington  Centennial  observances: 

“ Only  one  word  more  ere  we  proceed  to  the  business  of  the  even- 
ing. The  sun  which  has  just  set  over  our  Southern  Continent  is  now- 
rising  over  the  United  States  of  America  where  tomorrow  the  Free- 
masons of  that  grand  country  will  join  with  visiting  brethren  from  all 
lands  in  doing  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  George  Wash- 
ington, on  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  his  death.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  Australasia  could  not  see 
their  way  to  join  with  ours  in  sending  a special  Ambassador  on  such  a 
unique  occasion.  Y\  e have  done  what  we  could  in  entrusting  our 
greetings  to  our  Grand  Representative  nearest  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia  ; and  I ask  you  now  to  rise,  and  stand  to  order,  as  a silent 
token  of  our  fraternal  feeling  towards  those  who,  whatever  their 
nation,  creed  or  tongue,  hold  fast  to  the  mystic  tie,  which  binds  us  all 
in  love  and  amity,  and  which  only  death  can  sever. 

“ The  brethren,  who  had  risen  at  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  remained 
standing  to  order  till  the  Gi^nd  Master  finished  speaking." 

A Special  Communication  was  held  February  1,  1899, 
for  consideration  of  the  question  of  recognizing  the  newly 
erected  Grand  Lodge  of  AVestern  Australia,  composed  of 
thirty-three  lodges  under  the  English  Constitution.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  having  given  its  consent  to  the 
movement,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  AAMles  extended 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  new  colonial  sister. 

More  than  a constitutional  number  of  brethren  in 
Sydney  having  petitioned  the  Board  of  General  Purposes 
for  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a new  lodge,  and 
having  been  thrice  denied  without  any  assignable  or  valid 
reason,  the  Grand  Master  took  the  matter  in  hand,  issued 
the  charter  and  himself  constituted  the  lodge.  This  action 
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gave  rise  to  some  criticism  and  promised  to  be  prolific  of 
future  trouble,  but  Grand  Lodge  sustained  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Grand  Master,  and  there  is  peace  among  the 
Fraternity. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Benevolence  shows  that 
from  August,  1899,  to  May,  1900,  there  was  expended  in 
relief 'to  192  applicants  the  sum  of  ^1,176  19s.  od.  The 
report  makes  this  excellent  exhibit : 

“ I11  reviewing  the  work  which  the  Board  has  completed  during 
the  year,  it  is  apparent  that  the  number  of  applicants  have  increased, 
the  amount  voted  giving  an  average  of  £6  2s  7d.  to  each  applicant ; 
at  the  same  time  it  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  the  revenue 
from  all  sources,  viz.,  ^'1,807  12s.  8d.,  has,  after  paying  all  claims,  left 
a substantial  balance  to  be  added  to  the  accumulated  funds,  which 
now  amounts  to  AC865  6s.  id.” 

Beside  the  Masonic  relief  given  under  direction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  itself,  there  is  also  report  of  the  efficient  work 
of  the  Freemasons’  Orphan  Society  and  the  Freemasons’ 
Benevolent  Institution,  both  of  which  are  doing  wonders. 
The  former  pays  ^13  every  six  months  in  advance  to  thir- 
teen orphan  children,  eight  boys  and  five  girls,  and  the 
latter  has  paid  regular  pensions  to  thirty-five  annuitants, 
aggregating  in  the  last  year  ^'562., 

How  very  much  better  is  this  plan  of  supporting  old 
men  and  women  among  their  friends  and  relations  than  of 
shutting  them  up  in  gilded  “homes,”  away  from  familiar 
scenes  and  faces. 

In  the  jurisdiction  of  New  South  Wales  there  are  186 
lodges  and  a membership  of  7,506. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  work  of 
Bro.  J.  B.  Trivett,  the  chairman,  and  of  Bro.  W.  H.  Short- 
land,  the  former  carrying  the  laboring  oar.  The  product 
of  their  labor  is  of  the  best  quality,  and  it  is  a source  of 
regret  that  the  North  Carolina  proceedings  failed  to  mate- 
rialize in  time  for  notice.  We  adopt  this  extract  from 
Brother  Trivett’s  “conclusion”  as  a delicate  and  correct 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  labors  of  the  Committee: 
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“ Modesty  dictates  the  avoidance  of  mention  of  many  kind  refer- 
ences which  we  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  brother  reviewers, 
but  we  can  not  refrain  from  the  remark  that  the  institution  of  the 
system  of  Foreign  Correspondence  by  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  con- 
sequent notice  attracted  to  our  proceedings  from  many  distinguished 
writers  by  its  agency  during  the  last  live  years,  have  had  the  effect  of 
placing  New  South  Wales  in  a very  favorable  position  in  the  estima- 
tion of  sister  Grand  Lodges..  Such  a result,  if  reciprocal,  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  effects,  seen  and  unseen,  which  must  be  of  permanent 
advantage  to  our  beloved  Institution,  and  will  far  more  than  repay 
any  labor  which  has  been  devoted  towards  such  a consummation.” 

John  C.  Remington,  M.  I V.  Grand  Master. 
Arthur  H.  Bray,  R.  //'.  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  YORK — 1900. 

119TH  Annual.  New  York.,  May  i. 

TWO  elegantly  executed  steel  engravings  adorn  this 
bulky  volume  of  proceedings  —one  of  Grand  Master 
W.  D.  Pownall  and  the  other  of  Governor  Livingston, 
arranged  in  the  costume  of  colonial  times. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a splendid  Masonic 
paper  and  is  worthy  of  careful  reading,  not  only  by  the 
Fraternity  of  New'  York  but  by  the  English-reading  Craft 
everywhere,  who  may  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
The  exordium  is  very  beautiful  and  should  be  studied  by 
ambitious  Grand  Masters  who  must  say  something  of  old 
Father  Time’s  cruel  behavior.  These  thoughts  are  so  true 
and  so  well  expressed  that  we  copy  this  paragraph  without 
apology : 

“ Let  us,  then,  speak  kindly'  of  time.  We  are  the  heirs  of  its 
benevolence  no  less  than  the  victims  of  its  malevolence.  Its  running 
sands  have  rapidly  borne  to  us  the  pleasures  and  profit  of  this  happy 
and  important  reunion.  Its  unceasing  flow  has  brought  a wealth  of 
material  blessings  to  the  Craft  of  this  imperial  jurisdiction,  and  its 
eternal  ebb  recedes  upon  an  era  of  unparalleled  prosperity. 
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It  would  be  interesting,  if  space  permitted,  to  extract 
from  the  Grand  Master’s,  address  the  “summary  of  the 
numerical  and  financial  strength”  of  the  Grand  Lodge,,  but. 
there  is  room  only  for  these  items : 

“ Seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  active  lodges  appear  upon  the 
roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  these  lodges  have  reported,  as  of  date 
January  i,  1900,  an  aggregate  membership,  in  good  standing,  of 
101,548  Masons. 

“ The  Permanent  Fund  has  been  increased  during  the  term  by 
$12,728.21,  and  now  amounts  to  a total  of  $90,314.40. 

“They  have  disbursed  the  aggregate  sum  of  $80,183,86,  appor- 
tioned as  follows: 

“ In  support  of  the  247  inmates  of  the  Home,  $42,052.56  ; for  Halil 
Account  and  Expenses,  $21,406.13  ; and  for  maintaining  the  equipment 
and  for  permanent  betterments  at  the  Home,  $16,725.17.  There 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  a cash  balance  of  $9,799.42.  In 
addition,  the  reserve  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  and  reported 
April  30,  1899,  at  $198,605.38,  has  been  increased  in  the  sum  of 
$6,470.67  by  interest  receipts  accruing  from  investments  and  deposits, 
thus  making  the  total  of  the  reserve  fund,  at  date  March  31,  1900, 
$205,078.05  ” 

To  the  Fraternal  Dead  the  Grand  Master  devoted  more 
than  one-fourth  of  his  address,  and  he  pays  affectionate 
and  eloquent  tribute  to  the  virtues  and  services  of  eighteen 
prominent  Craftsmen  of  that  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Many  special  dispensations  are  reported,  and  many 
public  ceremonies  performed. 

The  Grand  Master  commends  highly  the  good  work  of 
The  General  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the"  United 
States  and  Canada  in  largely  diminishing,  if  not  entirely 
stopping,  the  frauds  upon  the  Fraternity  by  tramps  and 
dead  beats. 

Of  the  many  applications  for  dispensation  to  form 
new  lodges  only  two  were  granted,  because  of  the  doubt  of 
their  ability  to  maintain  substantial  growth  and  perma- 
nency. 

A very  curious  case  is  reported  of  an  expelled  Mason 
appealing  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York 
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for  restoration  to  good  Masonic  standing.  Judge  Martin 
-L.  Stover,  before  whom  the  case  was  tried,  rendered  a 
decision  sustaining  Grand  Lodge  in  its  action. 

About  two  hundred  or  more  pages  of  this  volume  are 
devoted  to  the  record  of  the  memorial  services  held  by 
individual  lodges  or  by  the  different  Masonic  Districts  on 
the  occasion  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the 
Death  of  George  Washington.  The  services  were  held  on 
Sunday,,  December  31,  1899,  either  in  the  churches  or  in 
lodge  halls,  and  of  these  addresses  or  sermons  the  Grand 
Master  says: 

“ Pure  in  style,  lofty  in  aspiration,  profound  in  thought,  these 
fervent  outpourings  of  patriotic  sentiment  amply  verify  the  truth  of 

Ihord  Brougham’s  prophetic  utterance:  ‘A  test  of  the  progress  which 

our  race  has  made  in  wisdom  and  virtue  will  be  derived  from  the 
veneration  paid  to  the  immortal  name  of  Washington.’  ” 

These  eulogies  were  all  very  fine,  but  that  of  Grand 
Master  Pownall  will  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  the  best 
of  them.  This  closing  paragraph  will  give  an  idea  of  its 
quality: 

“ Had  the  spirit  of  prophecy  stood  beside  Washington's  bier  and 
unveiled  the  wonders  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  forecast  would 
have  been  rejected  by  Washington’s  compatriots  as  the  impossible 
■creation  of  an  idle  dream.  But,  nevertheless,  we  live  today  in  the 
midst  of  a civilization  so  wondrous  that  even  now  the  mind  of  man 
but  feebly  comprehends  its  astounding  significance.  And  yet,  with 
all  its  marvels,  it  presents  only  the  accumulated  treasures  of  a past 
whose  every  page  bears  the  impress  of  the  influences  of  men  pre* 
eminent  among  whom  will  ever  stand  the  heroic  figure  of  Washing- 
ton, the  soldier,  statesman  and  Mason.  He  knelt  at  our  altar,  assumed 
our  vows,  and  dwelt  within  the  temple  of  our  brotherhood.  To  the 
increasing  luster  of  his  imperishable  fame  a patriotic  Craft  gratefully 
ascribes  the  added  brilliancy  of  the  mystic  light  that  illumines  the 
pathway  of  our  Fraternity  across  the  threshold  of  the  coming 
century. ” 

On  account  of  the  attitude  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  in  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  exclusive 
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territorial  jurisdiction  held  by  all  other  American  Grand 
Lodges,  Grand  Master  Pownall  was  constrained  to  refuse 
the  request  for  an  exchange  of  representatives,'  and  closes 
his  argument  on  the  subject  with  the  hope  that  all  will  yet 
be  well : 

“ It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  there  yet  remains  the 
hope  that  our  sister  jurisdiction  will  fully  rescind  its  objectionable 
resolutions  and  restore  its  edict  of  non-intercourse  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Hamburg,  thereby  conceding  that  no  person  can  be  lawfully 
received  into  a Masonic  lodge  in  the  State  of  Washington  unless  he 
proves  himself,  if  hailing  from  the  State  of  New  York,  to  be  a member 
of  a Masonic  lodge  recognized  as  such  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York  I therefore  cordially  recommend  that  full  authority  be  given 
our  incoming  Grand  Master  to  take  such  steps  as  he  may  deem  nec- 
essary when  he  shall  have  ascertained  the  action  taken  by  the  Grand. 
Lodge  of  Washington  at  its  session  to  be  held  on  the  12th  day  of 
June  next.” 

We  can  not  resist  the  impulse  to  quote  from  the  Grand 
Master’s  “conclusion:” 

“ We  shall  have  crossed  the  threshold  of  the  new  century  ere  the 
Grand  Lodge  assembles  at  its  one  hundred  and  twentieth  Annual 
Communication.  The  glory  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  recorded 
history,  while  the  triumphs  of  the  twentieth  century  lie  beyond  our 
vision.  We  can  only  be  certain  that  the  by-gone  days  will  create  the 
strength  or  the  weakness  of  the  days  that  are  before  us,  and  that  the 
past  will  become  incarnate  for  good  or  evil,  not  only  in  our  own  lives, 
but  in  the  lives  of  our  fellowmen.  The  consciousness  of  much 
accomplished  must  be  to  us  an  inspiration  that  the  future  holds  for  us 
a realization  of  our  loftiest  ideals  and  noblest  aspirations.  The  past  is 
secure.  The  future  opens  rich  with  promise.  Farewell  to  the  past. 
Welcome  and  all  hail  to  the  future.” 

This  volume  of  transactions  is  so  full  of  valuable  and 
interesting  Masonic  information  that  lack  of  space  alone 
forbids  further  reference  to  its  contents. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  a most  comprehensive 
review  of  Masonry  the  world  over,  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  and  is  without  equal 
in  the  fullness  of  the  information  given  to  its  readers.  We 


APPENDIX. 


97 


are  indebted  to  the  translations  of  Worshipful  Brother 
Emil  Frenkel  for  interesting  items  from  the  transactions  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Continental  Europe,  Northern  Africa, 
Greece,  South  America  and  the  islands  of  the  sea,  with 
whom  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  holds  fraternal 
relations,  and  these  are  by  no  means  the  least  valuable  of 
the  volume’s  contents. 

North  Carolina’s  proceedings  for  1899  stirred  Brother 
Anthony  to  the  depths,  and  he  straightway  “stirs  up” 
Grand  Master  Moore,  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  the 
Committee  on  Grand  Master’s  Address  and  forgetting  the 
clemency  granted  by  the  statutes  of  limitation,  arraigns  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  for  alleged  misconduct 
committed  thirty-five  years  ago.  As  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  in  1866  made  haste  to 
correct  the  error  of  its  Law  Committee  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  made  such  amends  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York  as  the  circumstances  required.  It  is  very  far  from 
our  purpose  to  disturb  the  complacency  of  our  distinguished 
brother  while  he  is  occupying  the  judgment  seat,  but  we 
feel  sure  that  he  will  not  take  it  amiss  if  we  reproduce  his 
phrase  of  “taking  things  for  granted,  without  examination,  ” 
but  with  a somewhat  different  application.  His  fluency  of 
rebuke  and  the  acerbity  of  his  pen  can  be  accounted  for 
only  on  the  supposition  that  he  was  suffering  from  that 
distemper  called  dyspepsia,  of  which  St.  Paul  was  said  to 
be  at  times  a victim.  We  trust  our  brother  will  speedily 
regain  his  wonted  health  and  equanimity,  and  then  we  may 
indulge  the  hope  that  he  will  forgive  us  our  little  sins  in 
which  there  was  neither  purpose  nor  malice. 

Charles  W.  Mead,  M.  II . Grand  Master. 

' Edward  L.  M.  Ehi.ers,  R.  IT.  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  ZEALAND — 1899, 


THE  Annual  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge  was  held  at 
Hokitika,  April  24,  1899,  and  the  usual  business  trans- 
acted, Most  Worshipful  Bro.  Richard  John  Seddon  on  the 
throne. 

The  Board  of  Benevolence  expended  for  aid  to  deserv- 
ing applicants  .-£95.  6s.  od. 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes  makes  this  gratifying 
financial  exhibit : 


The  amounts  to  the  credit  of  various  funds  are  as  follows: 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

General  Fund 720  1 1 

Benevolent  Fund i,755  17  4 

Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans 608  7 o 

Aged  and  Indigent  Masons’  Fund 209  9 o 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  assets 
(other  than  cash)  in  excess  of 
liabilities  


3.293  14  5 


1,156  o o 


Making  a grand  total  of  net  assets 


^4,449  !4  5 


Trust  funds  have  increased  during  the 

year  

Fund  of  Benevolence 307  2 7 

Widows  and  Orphans 74  6 10 

Aged  and  Indigent no  6 9 

491  15  2 

Balance  of  assets  over  liabilities  has 

increased  during  the  year 114  g 6 


£ 606  4 8 


One  lodge  is  reported  to  have  transferred  its  allegiance 
to  Grand  Lodge  and  is  numbered  116  on  the  roll. 

The  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Seddon, 
was  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year. 

On  Sunday  preceding  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  “a 
most  excellent  sermon  was  preached  by  Bro.  Ven.  Arch- 
deacon Wright,”  and  printed  in  the  proceedings. 
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The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  show  the 
Craft  to  be  prosperous  but  in  need  of  a uniform  ritual. 
This  need  will  probably  be  supplied  very  soon. 

It  is  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  these  New  Zealand 
Masons  that  nearly  all  their  efforts  are  directed  to  increas- 
ing the  charitable  funds,  and  when  they  find  a worthy 
brother  or  his  dependents  in  need  the  aid  is  given  and  with 
no  niggard  hand.  In  the  three  charities  the  funds  aggre- 
gate ,£3,488  9s.  gd. 

Lodges  number  114,  and  membership  4,916. 

Richard  J.  Seddon,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

William  Ronaldson,  R.  JV.  Grand  Secretary. 


HE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  John  A.  Percival,  is  a 


brief  paper  in  which  official  doings  are  reported.  His 
portrait  appears  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  pages  of  the 
proceedings. 

The  fraternal  dead  receive  appropriate  mention. 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  is  thus  reported  by  the 
Grand  Master: 

“ The  past  year  has  been  one  of  general  prosperity  to  the  Craft 
within  this  jurisdiction,  and  a great  interest  is  manifest  among  the 
brethren.  The  officers  of  the  several  lodges  are  zealous  and  earnest  in 
their  work,  and  the  brethren  are  enthusiastic  and  show  great  interest 
in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Order. 

“ I have  granted  seven  dispensations  for  new  lodges  during  the 
year.  Petitions  for  their  formation  were  presented,  signed  by  more 
than  the  requisite  number  of  Masons,  and  recommended  by  the  nearest 
lodge  as  required.  Their  several  reports  have  been  made  and  are 
before  you  for  consideration.” 

Seven  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  lodges 
were  granted. 


NORTH  DAKOTA-1900. 


iith  Annual. 


Fargo, 


June  19. 
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Two  decisions  were  reported.  One  of  these  related  to 
the  influence  of  one  section  of  the  Grand  Lodge  By-laws 
upon  another  section,  and  the  Law  Committee  were  adverse 
to  the  Grand  Master’s  ruling.  The  other  decision  was 
approved. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a balance  on  hand  of 
$4>  7°°-  55- 

The  Grand  Secretary  has  a “conclusion,”  too;  here 
it  is: 

“ Almost  every  person  who  has  anything  to  say  to  the  public  has 
a conclusion  to  what  he  says,  and  I presume  that  I should  have  a con- 
clusion to  my  report.  Therefore,  I wish  to  conclude  by  saying  that  I 
sincerely  trust  that  I shall  never  have  another  Grand  Secretary’s  office  to 
finish  ; that  I shall  never  have  the  superintendence  of  any  more  public 
buildings.  Life  is  bad  enough  if  we  are  brought  up  in  a graveyard, 
but  to  go  out  into  the  whirligig  of  public  building  and  the  letting  of 
contracts,  and  “ sich,”  is  more  of  an  experience  than  I care  to  experi- 
ence again.  I shall  be  perfectly  contented  to  let  others  have  charge 
of  these  matters  and  I will  occupy  them,  if  I can,  after  the  thing  is 
through  with.  I am  not  through,  if  I am  re-elected,  with  my  public 
career  as  overseer  of  the  work  of  the  Grand  Secretary’s  offices.  I 
hope  to  live  through  it  without  the  loss  of  all  my  friends,  and  hope  to 
enjoy  future  felicity.  I trust  that  I shall  have  your  constant  support 
and  harmonious  co-operation,  for  I need  all  of  these  things  to  keep 
the  whirligig  moving.  This  being  my  main  conclusion,  I submit  my 
report  to  your  fraternal  consideration.” 

An  interesting  report  of  the  condition  of  Masonry  in 
the  Philippines  is  furnished  by  Col.  Trueumann,  Worship- 
ful Master  of  the  Military  Lodge,  showing  the  work  done 
before  the  regiment  had  to  leave  Manila  to  go  to  the  front ; 
ioo  petitions  had  been  received  and  the  E.  A.  and  F.  C. 
degrees  conferred  upon  a large  number.  Some  kind  of 
Masonic  organization  is  said  to  exist  among  the  natives  of 
Luzon,  and  some  of  the  secrets  of  Masonry  are  known  to 
them. 

Number  of  chartered  lodges  is  55;  those  U.  D.,  7; 
total,  62.  The  membership  is  3,492,  an  increase  of  323. 
There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Edwin  H.  James,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Frank  J.  Thompson,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA-1899. 


34TH  Annual.  Annapolis, 


June  14. 


A SPECIAL  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
in  Stellarton  February  3,  1899,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  Masonic  burial  to  the  remains  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Pro.  Lewis  Johnstone. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Thomas  B.  Flint,, 
M P.5  is  a model  of  what  such  a paper  should  be  in  matter 
and  in  diction.  The  pity  is  that  not  many  such  productions 
come  from  the  Grand  East.  The  address  as  a Masonic 
State  paper  is  well  worth  reading,  but  we  must  content 
ourselves  with  a few  extracts,  if  only  to  show  its  excellent 
character.  This  pen-picture  of  Annapolis,  the  place  of 
meeting,  is  worth  reproduction: 

“ This  delightful  spot  is  associated  not  only  with  the  earliest  his- 
tory of  civilization  upon  this  continent,  but  is  replete  with  reminders 
in  every'  direction  of  the  growth  and  development  of  Anglo-Saxon 
culture  and  power.  We  assemble  amid  the  latest  and  best  products  of 
genius  and  skill,  and  amid  scenes  of  interest  and  charm  repre- 
sentative of  the  best  our  country  affords  of  physical  comfort  and 
of  intellectual  and  spiritual  life. 

“ Not  only  is  the  present  moment  grateful  to  our  senses,  but  the 
past  haunts  us  in  this  historic  spot — flashing  across  our  minds  its  pic- 
tures of  health  and  storm,  of  siege  and  conquest,  of  weary  years  of 
patient  toil  as  the  forests  fell  before  the  axe,  as  the  protecting  dy'ke  rose 
around  the  misty  marshes  and  the  wilderness  and  waste  places  became 
glad  with  happy  homes  and  smiling  harvests.  The  war-shriek  of  the 
savage  has  died  away  and  the  fierce  yell  of  the  locomotive  whistle  has 
taken  its  place.  Where  once  the  emblazoned  lilies  of  France  waved 
in  the  breeze  near  this  very  spot,  now  the  red-cross  flag  of  Britain 
proclaims  another  sovereignty,  as  well  as  other  social  and  industrial 
conditions.” 

Fifty-eight  of  the  brethren  are  reported  to  have  joined 
the  great  majority,  and  of  these  the  Grand  Master  says: 

“ These  have  laid  down  their  working  tools  and  left  the  work  they 
hoped  to  finish  for  others  to  carry  forward.  They  have  joined  the 
great  assembly  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Above.  Let  us  take  up  as  best 
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we  can  their  uncompleted  tasks  and,  imitating  whatever  was  noble 
and  worthy  in  their  lives,  strive  for  the  excellence  to  which  they  have- 
attained. 

“ Some  had  labored  long  and  faithfully-  among  us  and  others  had! 
but  begun  their  careers  when  the  summons  came.  Some  were  men  of 
high  attainments  and  wide  influence  among  their  fellows,  others  were 
quietly  and  inconspicuously  doing  their  duty  in  more  restricted 
spheres  ; but  all,  we  trust,  whether  gifted  with  jive  talents  or  two  tal- 
ents, have  been  bidden  to  a yvelcome  to  the  joy  of  their  Lord.” 

The  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Dr.  Lewis  Johnstone 
and  of  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  Edmund  T.  Mahon 
elicits  a tender  tribute  from  the  Grand  Master  to  the  mem- 
ory and  virtues  of  each  of  these  eminent  Craftsmen. 

An  improved  financial  condition  is  reported,  as  also  the 
reduction  of  the  Masonic  Hall  debt  by  the  payment  of 
$1,000.  In  this  connection  he  says: 

“ I earnestly  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  all  Subordinate  Lodges  the  importance  ’ of  looking  carefully  after 
their  finances,  educating  and  instructing  new  members,  particularly  in 
the  duty  of  keeping  their  dues  paid  up,  and  encouraging  their  Secre- 
taries in  the  often  distasteful  task  of  urging  the  older  members  of 
lodges  to  cultivate  the  same  Masonic  virtue.” 

He  has  these  kind  words  to  say  of  the  able  Committee 
on  Correspondence: 

“ The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  has  not  yet  com- 
pleted its  labors.  It  will,  however,  have  its  report  ready  for  publica- 
tion in  the  proceedings  of  the  year.  This  report  is  of  great  value  and 
importance,  and  should  be  studied  by  every  member  of  our  lodges. 
The  duties  of  the  Committee  are  arduous  and  exacting,  but  their 
work  is  of  enduring  interest,  and  is,  I am  happy  to  realize,  highly- 
appreciated  by  the  most  intelligent  and  able  members  of  this  body.” 

Many  dispensations  were  granted  and  quite  a number 
of  official  visits  were  made. 

In  regard  to  his  decisions,  the  Grand  Master  submits 
this  gratifying  statement: 

“There  have  been  no  official  decisions  of  any  special  significance 
rendered  by  me  during  the  year.  I have  had  some  correspondence, 
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"however,  of  an  advisory  nature  upon  minor  points  of  procedure, 
which  has,  I believe,  been  mutually  satisfactory. ’ ’ 

Balances  are  reported  of  1(1,645.80  in  General  Fund 
and  $954-47  in  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

The  Grand  Lodge  desired  to  be  represented  at  the 
Washington  Memorial  observances,  and  appropriated  $150 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  representative. 

There  are  62  lodges,  with  a membership  of  3,406,  a 
loss  of  47  since  last  report. 

A Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  feasibility 
of  consolidating  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Prince  Edward  Island,  and  consists  of  Bros.  W.  B.  Alley, 
T.  A.  Cossman,  W.  Ross  and  I.  W.  Langley. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  product  of  the 
joint  labors  of  Brothers  Bingay,  Thompson  and  other 
brethren  who  sign  the  initials  “ T.  M.  ” and  “ W.  R. ,”  and 
is  a review  of  the  proceedings  of  sixty-three  Grand  Lodges. 
North  Carolina  for  1899  receives  liberal  space  and  fraternal 
notice. 

Thomas  B.  Flint,  M.  P. , J /.  W.  Grand  Master, 

Hon.  William  Ross,  R.  JV.  Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO— 1899. 

90TH  Annual.  Toledo,  October  25,  26. 

HANDSOME  likenesses  of  Grand  Master  Bro.  E.  C. 

Gulliford,  and  of  Bro.  Sidney  Moore,  who  gave  to  the 
Craft  of  the  town  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  a completed  Masonic 
edifice,  adorn  this  volume  of  transactions.  The  corner- 
stone of  this  building  was  laid  with  elaborate  ceremonies 
on  June  23,  1899,  and  the  Grand  Master  thus  describes  the 
property : 

“ The  Moore  Masonic  Temple,  together  with  the  land  on  which 
the  same  is  located,  is  the  gift  of  Bro.  Sidney  Moore  to  Hiram  Lodge 
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— a gift  magnificent,  not  to  say  princely.  It  is  to  be  finished  through- 
out with  the  finest  quality  of  material,  and  in  tire  best  style  known  to 
the  art;  divided  into  apartments' suited  to  the  needs  of  Hiram  Lodge,  and 
in  accordance  with  plans  by  it  adopted;  and  when  completed  the  keys- 
and  deed  will  be  delivered,  and  the  members  of  Hiram  w’ill  be  the 
proud  possessors  of  a lodge  home  equal  to  any  and  surpassed  by  none 
in  the  State.’* 

In  an  address  of  unusual  length  the  Grand  Master 
adverts  to  everything  affecting  the  interests  of  the  Frater- 
nity in  that  Grand  Jurisdiction  and,  besides,  gives  a 
detailed  statement  of  his  official  doings.  There  are  many 
beautiful  passages  that  might  be  transcribed,  but  this,  as 
to  the  mission  of  Masonry,  will  indicate  the  high  character 
of  this  excellent  paper: 

“The  institution  which  we  represent  today  stands  pre-eminent 
among  the  benevolent  and  fraternal  societies  of  the  world.  Its  acts  of 
humanity  are  not  confined  to  any  land  or  kindred  tongue,  but  reach  to 
every  clime  where  the  god  of  day  sends  forth  his  shining  arrows.  It 
is  found  in  every  form  and  system  of  civilized  government,,  and 
extends  the  hand  of  friendship  to  the  rich  or  poor  alike,  be  he  a 
man.  It  dispenses  untold  charity  among  its  members  when  in  dis- 
tress ; it  extends  heartfelt  sympathy  and  binds  up  the  wounds  of  the 
afflicted  ; it  lays  to  rest  its  fraternal  dead,  and  drops  the  tear  of 
affection  upon  the  coffin  of  a departed  brother  ; it  counsels  the  living 
and  protects  its  widow's  and  orphans.  Its  golden  wings  of  humanity 
and  brotherly  affection  spread  abroad  and  cover  its  members,  w'hether 
in  sickness  or  in  health,  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  and  through  the 
tender  mercy  of  a loving  God,  when  the  sands  of  life  have  ebbed  to 
their  finish,  when  the  silver  thread  of  life  is  broken  and  the  disen- 
franchised spirit  soars  aloft,  it  consigns  the  soul  to  that  higher  temple 
in  the  Paradise  above  the  skies,  and  in  the  great  East  resplendent  in 
glory,  it  will  receive  the  final  degree  of  Masonry  from  our  Supreme 
Grand  Master  of  heaven  and  earth.” 

The  Grand  Master  remembers  affectionately  two  emi- 
nent Craftsmen  of  the  jurisdiction — Enoch  Terry  Carson 
and  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  C.  Kiefer — and  pays  to  the 
memory  of  each  an  earnest  and  tender  tribute.  Beside 
these,  more  than  seven  hundred  of  the  rank  and  file  have 
answered  the  last  summons. 
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The  interchange  of  representatives  between  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee — suspended  for 
several  years  past — is  reported  to  have  been  resumed,  to 
the  gratification  of  both  Grand  Bodies. 

The  court  of  last  resort  having  decided  against  the 
“ Cernean  ” Masonry,  the  Grand  Master  makes  this  welcome 
statement : 

“ So  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn,  Clandestine  Masonry  in  Ohio 
is  fast  becoming  a thing  of  the  past.  The  lodges  are  closing  their 
doors,  and  the  members  openly  renouncing  allegiance  to  these  so-called 
Masonic  Bodies.” 

The  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the  law 
be  changed  so  as  to  have  but  one  ballot  for  the  three 
degrees  did  not  meet  the  favor  of  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee, nor  of  Grand  Lodge.  The  single  ballot  in  North 
Carolina  works  satisfactorily,  and 'does  not  prevent  objec- 
tion to  advancement,  for  want  of  proficiency  or  any  other 
cause.  The  single  ballot  is  not  so  cumbersome,  and  is  not 
less  efficient  in  protecting  the  Craft.  It  confers  no  privi- 
lege that  may  not,  for  cause,  be  revoked. 

The  Masonic  Home  inspires  the  Grand  Master  to  this 
eloquent  description  of  the  building  and  its  purpose : 

“ Upon  a hill  overlooking  the  beautiful  cit}-  of  Springfield,  watch- 
ing the  stars  in  their  courses  by  night,  and  by  day  catching  the  first 
brilliant  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  stands  that  noble  pile,  the  pride  of 
every  Mason’s  heart,  the  Ohio  Masonic  Home.  Its  foundation  has 
been  laid  broad  and  deep.  Let  us,  then,  amply  endow  it,  that  it  may 
meet  every  recurring  want.  It  challenges  the  admiration  of  the 
Fraternity  throughout  the  land.  It  has  placed  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
position  of  a public  benefactor.  It  is  the  cynosure  of  a million 
friendly  eyes,  and  the  object  of  a thousand  grateful  prayers.  It 
soothes  the  pillow  and  softens  the  couch  of  its  infirm  inmates;  it  dries 
the  tears  of  the  desolate  widow,  and  commits  the  helpless  orphan  to 
the  strong,  protecting  arms  of  Masonic  guardianship  ; it  is  an  endur- 
ing charity  and  demands  our  sacred  protection.” 

From  the  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  Home  we  find 
the  number  of  inmates  to  be  115.  Of  these  53  are  men,  23 
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women,  23  boys  and  16  girls.  The  Superintendent, 
Brother  Parsons,  pays  a high  compliment  to  the  39  children 
when  he  says: 


“ The  children  are  well  and  full  of  life,  and,  while  not  without 
faults,  are  bright  and  intelligent,  kind  and  affectionate  to  each  other, 
respectful  and  helpful  to  the  old  people,  obedient,  truthful  and  hon- 
orable. ” 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Sec- 
retary show  them  to  be  thoughtful  and  efficient  officers,  and 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  emphasizes  that  opinion  in 
saying : 

“ Your  Committee  bears  willing  testimony  to  the  ability,  fidelity, 
efficiency  and  courtesy  of  the  two  very  worthy  custodians  of  the  books, 
property  and  finances  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Dodge,  Right 
Worshipful  Bro.  J.  H.  Bromwell,  Grand  Secretary,  and  Right  Worship- 
ful Bro.  R.  R.  Rickly,  Grand  Treasurer.” 

The  number  of  active  lodges  in  Ohio  is  500  and  the 
membership  44,201. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  covers  318  of  the  564 
pages  of  the  volume,  and  reviews  the  proceedings  of  sixty 
English-speaking  Grand  Lodges,  besides  arranging  and 
condensing  the  transactions  of  eleven  non-English-speaking' 
Grand  Lodges  as  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of' New  York.  The  summary  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  several  Grand  Lodges  is  the  fullest  we  have  seen  and  is 
almost  a recapitulation  of  everything  that  was  done.  To 
those  brethren  of  Ohio  who  desire  to  keep  advised  of  the 
status  of  Masonry  throughout  the  world  we  earnestly  com- 
mend this  work  of  Past  Grand  Master  W.  M.  Cunningham 
as  the  most  complete  compendium  that  could  come  to  their 
hands.  He  discusses  fraternally  and  intelligently  every 
question  of  interest  to  the  Craft,  and  has  the  courage  of 
conviction  even  when  he  differs  with  his  own  Grand  Lodge. 
In  this  latter  regard  we  quote  from  his  introductory: 
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EXTREME  PENALTIES  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES  AND  FOR  NON- 
AFFILIATION. 

“ It  is  seriously  to  be  deprecated  that  non-payment  of  dues  only — 
whether  caused  by  inability  or  neglect — should  be  held  to  be  a capital 
offense  by  the  Craft  in  several  States.  Much  to  the  regret  of  the 
writer,  Ohio  is  among  the  number,  and  although  suspension  from  all 
the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry  is  mandatory  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
yet  the  extreme  penalty  of  expulsion  after  trial  is  really  optional  with 
the  lodge;  however,  seldom  other  than  the  extreme  penalty  is  inflicted. 
Dropping  from  the  roll,  or  suspension  from  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Freemasonry,  but  with  the  right  of  personal  reinstatement 
upon  payment  of  delinquent  dues,  should  be  a sufficient  punishment 
for  the  offense;  further  than  that  would  seem  to  indicate  a spirit  of 
vindictiveness  and  thumb-screw  penalties  entirely  contrary  to  the 
principle  of  Brotherhood,  and  the  broad  mantle  of  a Mason’s  charity  is 
thereby  caused  to  shrink  to  the  dimensions  of  a postage-stamp  so  far 
as  the  impecunious  brother  is  concerned.” 

‘ It  is  only  a matter  of  right  and  justice  also  to  note  that  appar- 
ently in  the  mutual  contract  of  the  making  of  a Mason  there  is  no 
money  consideration  whatever  involved  in  the  conferring  of  Brother- 
hood upon  the  candidate;  the  duty  to  conform  to  law’s,  rules  and  regu- 
lations is  full}'  qualified  by  the  equally  solemn  assurance,  previously 
made  upon  the  part  of  the  lodge,  that  his  duty  to  himself  and  his 
family  will  be  held  inviolate;  his  amendability,  therefore,  should  be 
governed  by  his  financial  ability.” 

E.  L.  Lybarger,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
j.  H.  Bromwell,  R.  IF.  Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO — 1900. 

91ST  Annual.  Springfield,  October  24,  25. 

A PORTRAIT  of  Grand  Master  E.  L.  Lybarger  occupies 
the  fly-leaf. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  presents  a plain, 
unpretentious  record  of  his  administration,  and  this  extract 
from  the  closing  paragraph  of  this  excellent  paper  gives  a 
true  picture  of  its  character: 


io8 


APPENDIX. 


“ I have  endeavored  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  hold  aloft  the  ban- 
ner of  Freemasonry  as  an  emblem  of  hope  and  of  inspiration  of  duty 
to  all,  and  given  my  best  efforts  to  vindicate  the  judgment  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  electing  me  Grand  Master.  No  attempt,  however,  has 
been  made  by  me  to  embellish  my  address  with  rhetorical  sentences, 
or  encumber  it  with  unnecessary  or  useless  details. 

“ I have  simply  endeavored  to  render  a plain  and  business-like 
account  of  my  stewardship,  for  which  I ask  from  you  but  fair  consid- 
eration.” 

Of  the  growth  of  the  Craft  since  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  ninety-one  years  ago  the  Grand  Master 
says : 

“Ninety-one  years  ago  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  was  founded  in 
the  city  of  Chillicothe  by  twelve  representatives  from  six  small  Subor- 
dinate Lodges.  Ninety-one  years  is  a brief  period  in  the  comprehen- 
sive glance  of  the  numbered  rounds  of  the  past  generations  of  men — a 
small  span  in  the  ever-widening  arch  of  time. 

“ Yet  in  this  brief  interval  of  Masonic  history  in  Ohio  what  won- 
derful progress  has  been  made  ! The  founders  opened  the  book  of  the 
century  at  its  beginning  ; we  read  from  its  concluding  pages  and  what 
a record  of  Freemasonry  is  included  ! Six  small  Subordinate  Lodges 
have  grown  to  over  five  hundred,  with  a membership  of  over  forty-six 
thousand.  And  it  is  a source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to 
inform  you  that  the  greatest  net  gain  ever  made  in  any  year  in  the 
history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year  ; and  what  a record,  too,  for  our  institution  in  the  Masonic  world 
around  us  ! ”. 

Appropriate  reference  is  made  to  the  Masonic  dead  at 
home  and  abroad;  and  the  relations  with  other  Grand 
Lodges  are  reported  to  be  cordial. 

Among  the  special  dispensations  granted  we  note  with 
sincere  commendation  that  to  Adelphi  Lodge  No.  527,  on 
June  23,  1900,  “to  decorate  the  graves  of  the  Masonic  dead, 
and  to  go  in  procession  for  that  purpose.”  The  example  of 
the  brethren  of  Adelphi  Lodge  is  worthy  of  general  imita- 
tion, for  it  is  all  of  Masonry  to  care  for  the  living  and 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  dead. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  two 
new  lodges,  and  two  others  were  constituted-;  eight  halls 
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were  dedicated  to  Masonic  purposes,  and  the  corner-stone 
laid  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple  of  Lima  Lodge  No.  205. 

The  Cernean  movement  in  Ohio  about  ten  years  ago 
led  to  the  formation  of  a Grand  Lodge,  and  its  promoters 
appealed  to  the  civil  courts  to  sustain,  so  far  as  they  could, 
the  authority  of  this  new  creation;  but  the  contentions  of 
the  seceders  were  nowhere  recognized  and  their  Grand 
Lodge  was  denounced  as  clandestine.  An  aftermath  of  this 
seed  of  discord  is  found  in  the  condition  of  New  England 
Lodge  No.  4,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  trouble,  had  a 
majority  of  its  members  aligned  with  the  rebellious  element, 
and  hence  had  its  charter  arrested.  The  charter,  same 
name  and  number,  was  restored  to  the  loyal  minority. 
When  the  war  in  the  Fraternity  began  New  England  Lodge 
and  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  were  the  joint  owners 
of  a Masonic  hall,  and  the  interest  of  the  latter  was  con- 
veyed to  the  former.  The  Governors  of  the  State,  it  seems, 
held  this  property  in  trust  and  the  attempt  of  Governor  Bush- 
nell  to  convey  it  to  trustees  of  the  faithful  few  of  New 
England  Lodge  was  met  with  an  injunction  by  the  recalci- 
trants ; and  there  is  probability  of  a long  and  bitter  lawsuit, 
but  Grand  Lodge  will  bear  the  costs  of  litigation  and  furnish 
counsel.  Of  this  matter  the  Grand  Master  says  in  part  : 

“ The  question  to  be  determined  in  this  action  is,  whether  a Sub- 
ordinate Lodge,  whose  charter  has  been  arrested  because  of  the  rebel- 
lious conduct  of  a majority  of  its  members,  is  recognized  in  law  as 
entitled  to  the  right  to  be  considered  as  a lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  as  against  the  lodge  composed  of  the  loyal  members  holding 
a charter  from  this  Grand  Lodge  by  the  original  name  and  number. 

“The  regular  lodge  at  Worthington  is  only  a village  lodge  with 
about  fifty  members,  and  can  not  pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  such 
litigation  from  its  lodge  treasury,  and  it  would  be  a great  hardship  to 
require  the  individual  brethren  of  so  small  a lodge  to  meet  these 
expenses. 

“The  fact  that  a decision  in  favor  of  the  bogus  lodge,  in  this 
action,  would  give  the  clandestine  lodges  acting  under  the  bogus 
Grand  Lodge  a legal  standing  as  Masonic  bodies  in  this  State,  makes 
this  a matter  of  greater  importance  to  the  Craft  in  general,  and  to  this 
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Grand  Lodge,  than  to  the  local  brethren,  who  can  far  better  afford  to 
pay  rent  for  a lodge -room  than  to  meet  the  expenses  of  such  liti- 
gation.’'’ 

The  Masonic  Home  near  Springfield  now  contains 
men,  29  women,  24  boys  and  23  girls,  with  a number  of 
applications  on  file.  The  Masons  of  Ohio  are  and  should 
be  proud  of  this  grand  charity  and  in  reference  to  it  the 
Grand  Master  says  in  part: 

“ Within  sight  of  this  beautiful  city  stands  one  of  the  grandest 
monuments  ever  erected  to  Universal  Benevolence  by  the  munificence 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  the  charitably-disposed  of  our  brethren. 

“ A Home,  with  all  the  word  implies,  has  been  erected,  where  the 
poor  and  indigent  of  our  brethren,  their  wives  and  children,  are  pro- 
vided with  all  the  comforts  and  necessaries  and  even  the  luxuries  of 
life.  This  act  alone  should  distinguish  us  as  an  institution  of  enlarged 
benevolence  and  true  magnanimity. 

“ We  should  all  be  proud  today  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  thus  practicing  and  diffusing  the  sublime  principles  of  Charity  and 
pure  Beneficence.  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Home  is 
well  and  economically  managed,  and  that  the  inmates  are  contented 
and  happy.  I sincerely  trust  and  hope  that  this  magnificent  edifice 
may  withstand  the  devastating  ravages  of  time  until  the  latest  day, 
and  that  this  glorious  institution  will  continue  to  exist  and  flourish 
under  Masonic  management  and  control  until  the  history  of  earth  shall 
have  faded  from  the  memory  of  angels.” 

• 

In  the  jurisdiction  of  Ohio  there  are  503  lodges  and  a 
membership  of  46,348,  showing  a net  gain  of  2,147. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  includes  reviews  of 
sixty-one  English-speaking  Grand  Lodges,  and  of  thirteen 
non- English-speaking  Grand  Lodges  and,  including  statis- 
tical tables,  makes  a volume  of  41 1 pages,  and  is  a monu- 
ment to  the  fitness  and  ability  of  Bro.  W.  M.  Cunningham, 
the  reporter.  The  report  is  voluminous,  but  considering 
the  richness  of  its  contents  and  the  splendid  typographical 
execution,  there  is  not  a page  to  spare.  The  proceedings 
of  North  Carolina  for  1900  has  received  liberal  space,  five 
pages,  and  this  reporter  is  placed  under  obligations  to 
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Brother  Cunningham  for  kindly  personal  reference.  W e 
are  very  much  in  accord  with  our  brother’s  view,  under 
Mississippi,  as  to  the  craze  for  past  rank.  He  says,  and  he 
•doesn’t  express  himself  too  strongly,  either: 

■“  The  writer  fails  to  see  the  propriety  of  following  a custom  of 
foreign  Grand  Lodges,  notably  England,  in  conferring  what  is  termed 
Honorary  Rank — Grand  Lodge  offices  there  not  being,  as  in  America, 
freely  open  to  all,  as  may  be  noted  elsewhere  in  this  report — and  the 
fee  of  honor  expected  to  be  paid  by  the  recipient  for  the  use  of  their 
Fund  of  Benevolence  makes  it  an  entirely  different  affair  than  in  our 
Grand  Lodges,  in  which  the  imitation  of  the  custom  is  purely  an 
absurdity,  tending  only  to  belittle  and  detract  from  the  dignity  and 
honors  attached  to  official  position. 

“ The  influence  of  modern  organizations  that  make  '‘passing  the 
chairs  ’ a feature  of  their  work  is  again  hardug  its  influence,  and  get- 
ting in  its  work  as  it  did  in  the  emasculation  of  the  Entered  Appren- 
tices Degree  over  fifty  years  ago  ; so  that  now,  instead  of  advancement 
for  ability  and  merit — in  some  jurisdictions  the  appointment  of  a 
Junior  Deacon  insures  his  ultimate  seat  in  the  East,  Grand  or  Subor- 
dinate, regardless  of  any  other  merit  than  that  he  is  in  line.  In  other, 
rather  less  progressive  (!)  jurisdictions,  the  line  commences  at  Junior 
Warden,  with  an  unwritten  one-year  term  law,  so  that  work,  stud}-, 
merit,  or  ability  counts  for  nothing,  that  the  ambition  of  all  for  honors 
and  titles  may  be  gratified.  In  this  connection,  disclaiming  any  intent 
of  hypercriticism  whatever,  in  the  case  under  consideration  the  query 
naturally  arises  why  one  who  so  ably  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the 
position  of  Grand  Master  should  not  have  been  elected  and  installed 
regularly  as  such,  instead  of  receiving  an  empty  title  ?" 

There  is  much,  very  much,  in  this  fine  report  that 
could  be  appropriated  with  profit,  but  want  of  space  forbids 
and  we  must  bid  Brother  Cunningham  good-bye. 

Frank  S.  Harmon,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

J.  H.  Bromwell,  R.  IF.  Grand  Secretary. 
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OKLAHOMA— 1900. 

8th  Annual.  Oklahoma  City,  February  13,  14.. 

THE  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Wm.  L.  Eagleton, 
makes  a satisfactory  showing- of  the  work  accomplished 
during  his  administration.  The  Craft  is  reported  to  be 
harmonious  and  growing  in  numbers. 

brother  Eagleton  congratulates  Grand  Lodge  on  having 
escaped  any  losses  by  death  among  its  officers,  .and  makes 
suitable  reference  to  the  distinguished  brethren  of  other 
jurisdictions  who  have  passed  away  within  the  year. 

Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  six  new  lodges  were 
granted. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  received  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Law  and  Usage,  and  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  the 
Grand  Lodge  adopted  a resolution  appropriating  10  per 
cent,  of  all  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  hand  July  xst  of 
each  year  for  the  creation  of  a Masonic  Home  Fund.  The 
Grand  Master  is  very  enthusiastic  upon  this  subject  and  says 
in  part : 

“I  now  approach  a portion  of  my  address,  which  is  very  near  and 
dear  to  my  heart,  the  creating  of  a fund'  to  be  used  for  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  a home  for  the  aged,  the  decrepit,  the  widow  and 
the  orphan.  This  is  reaching  out  after  practical  Masonry.  We  all 
know  what  our  teachings  are  and  what  our  duty  is  to  those  dependent 
upon  us,  but  how  best  to  perform  that  duty  is  the  question.” 

The  Grand  Representative  system,  after  having  been 
pretty  thoroughly  discussed,  was  deemed  an  unnecessary 
appendage. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  the  Grand  Master, 
was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge : 

“ Resolved , That  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
of  -Oklahoma,  does  fully  endorse  the  organization  known  as  ‘The 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  ’ — not  as  a part  of  Masonry,  but  as  a most 
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powerful  adjunct  to  Masonry  in  its  great  work  — it  being  composed  of 
Master  Masons,  their  wives,  widows,  mothers,  sisters  and  daughters. 
And  we  recommend  the  Order  to  all  Masons.” 

Very,  gratifying  is  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Appeals  and  Grievances,  which  says  that  for  the  second 
time  there  is  nothing  to  report. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  in  his  hands  a balance  of 

$I,68o.  2T. 

From  the  interesting  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Bro.  J.  S.  Hunt,  we  find  43  chartered  lodges  and  six  lodges 
under  dispensation  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction,  with  a total 
membership  of  2,130,  a gain  of  275. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  Grand 
Lodge  made  provision  for  the  preparation  and  printing  of  a 
report  in  1901. 

Wm.  M.  Anderson,  M.  IT.  Grand  Master. 

J.  S.  Hunt,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


OREGON— 1900. 

50TH  Annual.  Portland,  June  13. 

THIS  volume  of  transactions,  compact,  well  printed  on 
good  paper  and  well  arranged,  is  adorned  with  the 
likeness  of  Grand  Master  John  Milton  Hodson. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  covering  a full 
account  of  hi's  official  acts,  occupies  about  twenty  pages  of 
the  journal.  Reciting  the  story  of  the  organization  of 
Grand  Lodge  on  September  13,  1851,  Brother  Hodson  thus 
describes  the  present  status  of  the  Fraternity: 

11  From  this  small  beginning — three  lodges,  aggregating  140  mem- 
bers— we  have  grown  to  more  than  100  lodges,  with  more  than  5,000 
members;  and  official  reports  will  show  you  that  the  past  year  has  been 
among  the  most  prosperous  ever  enjoyed  by  the  Ancient  Fraternity 
of  Oregon,  whose  pioneers  wrought  so  patiently  and  jret  so  success- 
34 
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fully  a half  century  ago.  The  foundation  stone  so  deeply  laid  and  so 
substantially  cemented,  has  proved  ample  for  the  building;  and  to  us, 
my  brethren,  comes  this  goodly  heritage.  Of  their  trials,  of  their 
failures  and  of  their  triumphs,  we  may  not  fully  know,  but  we  recognize 
their  wisdom  and  singleness  of  purpose  which  gave  to  us  that  which 
we  so  highly  prize  today.  With  few  exceptions  they  are  gone,  have 
passed  the  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns,  and  we  enjoy  the 
light  of  the  da}-  for  which  they  so  earnestly  labored — success  in  its 
highest  sense.” 

The  fraternal  dead  at  home  and  abroad  are  tenderly 
referred  to ; dispensations  for  the  formation  of  two  new 
lodges  reported ; many  special  dispensations  for  conferring 
degrees  out  of  time  and  for  other  purposes  were  granted, 
and  all  approved  by  Grand  Lodge ; and  also  many  Masonic 
functions  are  reported,  such  as  dedications  and  laying 
corndr-stones.  After  reporting  small  appropriations  from 
the  Educational  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  needy  children,  the 
Grand  Master  makes  this  gratifying  statement: 

“ I have  made  diligent  inquiry,  wherever  I have  visited  during 
the  year,  and  have  been  gratified  at  finding  so  few  dependent  orphans 
as  I have,  and  in  all  the  cases  brought  to  my  notice  I was  pleased 
with  the  attention  given  by  the  local  brethren,  which  in  most  cases 
had  been  entirely  sufficient.” 

The  Grand  Master  reports  having  visited  more  than 
half  the  lodges  and  having  generally  found  them  in  pros- 
perous condition. 

As  will  be  unfortunately  the  case  sometimes,  discipline 
had  to  be  imposed  upon  the  Master  and  Secretary  of  one  of 
the  lodges  for  willful  refusal  to  yield  obedience  to  a reason- 
able mandate  of  the  Grand  Master. 

This  hopeful  outlook  is  found  in  the  Grand  Master’s 
“conclusion” : 

“ Our  past  is  at  least  secure,  our  present  embraces  all  the  ele- 
ments of  prosperity  and  success;  and  our  future  opens  up  before  us 
with  the  most  glowing  promise.  To  you  are  committed  these  inter- 
ests, and  I trust  you  will  give  them  that  earnest,  conservative  thought 
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that  has  ever  characterized  the  councils  of  the  Ancient  Fraternity  of 
Oregon.” 

The  statistical  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  the 
number  of  lodges  to  be  ioo,  and  the  membership  5,344. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a handsome  balance  of 
$7,943.27  in  the  treasury.  The  Trustee  of  the  Educational 
Fund  reports  the  total  resources  to  be  $78,913.50. 

By  reason  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Robert 
Clow,  the  chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee,  his 
work  was  taken  up  by  Right  Worshipful  Bro.  James  F. 
Robinson,  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  thus  explains  the 
assumption  of  the  new  and  untried  duty : 

“ Brethren — Subsequent  to  the  death  of  our  late  lamented  Most 
Worshipful  Bro.  Robert  Clow,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence, I accepted  from  our  Grand  Master  the  appointment  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  proceeded  to  take  charge  of  the 
books  and  papers  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  position.  I ascertained 
that,  on  account  of  his  serious  illness  for  several  months  prior  to  his 
death,  that  nothing  had  been  done  toward  the  preparation  of  a report; 
and,  realizing  the  briefness  of  the  time  and  the  great  amount  of  labor 
required,  as  well  as  the  many  other  business  duties  devolving  upon 
me,  I wrote  our  Grand  Master  the  situation,  who  at  once  proffered  his 
assistance,  and  it  is  proper  to  state  has  performed  much  the  greater 
share  of  the  labor  incident  to  the  preparation  of  the  report,  which  we 
now  submit  to  you,  trusting  that  you  will  find  therein  many  matters 
of  Masonic  interest,  and  also  appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  it 
has  been  prepared,  and  kindly  overlook  any  faults  that  may  appear. 
A list  of  the  proceedings  reviewed  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  the 
report.” 

The  character  of  the  report  has  not  suffered  by  reason 
of  the  enforced  change,  and  we  welcome  Brother  Robinson 
to  the  Round  Table.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  North 
Carolina’s  proceedings  failed  to  come  to  hand — doubtless 
lost  in  a blizzard. 

Henry  B.  Thejlsen,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Jas.  F.  Robinson,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA— 1899. 

THIS  beautifully  printed  volume,  with  ample  index,  con- 
tains the  transactions  of  the  Quarterly  Communica- 
tions of  March  i,  June  7,  September  6,  December  6,  and  of 
the  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  December  27.  The 
wood-cut  of  the  Temple,  heretofore  the  frontispiece  of  the 
proceeding's,  has  been  replaced  by  a more  attractive  picture 
— a phototype,  There  are  very  fine  engraved  portraits  of 
Bro.  William  Whitney,  Grand  Master  1850-1851,  and  of 
Bro.  Henry  W.  Williams,  Grand  Master  1899. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  1st  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  lodg'es  were  represented  and,  aside 
from  the  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Appeals,  By-laws 
and  Printing,  this  session  was  devoted  to  the  delivery  of 
addresses  commemorating  the  virtues  of  the  late  Grand 
Master  Williams,  and  reciting  his  eminent  services  to  the 
Commonwealth  and  to  Masonry.  Past  Grand  Masters  S.  C. 
Perkins,  Michael  Arnold  and  W.  J.  Kelly  delivered  eulo- 
gies upon  the  character  of  the  deceased  brother. 

At  the  June  Quarterly  the  Grand  Master  announced 
the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  Master  Jacob  Eichbaum,  Worship- 
ful Bro.  John  Slingluff  and  District  Deputy  Bro.  Andrew  J. 
Kauffman. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
a legacy  made  by  George  W.  Lukens  to  Grand  Lodge  was 
declined,  because  “it  would  cost  more  than  it  came  to.” 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  all  cases  coming  before  the 
Committee  on  Appeals  the  accused  brethren  are  indicated 
only  by  their  initials,  a custom  deserving  of  imitation  by 
not  a few  Grand  Lodges. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  report 
the  investments  to  amount  to  $76,000.00;  the  Trustees  of 
the  Girard  Bequest  have  invested  the  sum  of  $63,950.00; 
the  Thomas  R.  Patton  Memorial  Charity  Fund  $54,426.25; 
and  the  Stephen  Taylor  Bequest  $11,050. 10.  The  combined 
Charity  Funds  of  Grand  Lodge  amount  to  $208,426.35. 
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The  disbursements  from  these  funds  to  deserving'  and 
needy  persons  amounted  to  $7,663,00,  and  the  immediate 
necessities  of  six  or  seven  hundred  people  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  were  relieved. 

The  Temple  debt  is  rapidly  disappearing  and  in  a few 
years  will  be  wiped  out,  but  the  Temple  itself  in  the  opin- 
ion of  some  of  the  brethren  needs  alteration,  so  as  to  bring 
it  up  to  date.  The  consideration  of  these  changes  was 
referred  to  a committee,  which  is  to  report  next  March. 

In  his  address  the  Acting  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master.  George  E.  Wagner,  gave  a full  accounting  of  his 
official  doings.  The  death  of  Grand  Master  Williams  fol- 
lowed his  installation  in  a month,  and  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master  was  called  to  the  Grand  East,  and  of  that  circum- 
stance he  says: 

This  accession  to  the  Grand  Mastership  was  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected that  there  was  no  time  to  arrange  my  personal  affairs  in  a way 
that  I would  have  wished,  so  that  I might  give  the  duties  of  the  station 
all  the  time  that  they  deserve,  but  I have  done  the  best  I could  under 
the  circumstances,  and  believe  that  nothing  has  suffered  at  my  hands.’.- 

The  failure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  take  part  in  the 
Washington  Memorial  Ceremonies  was  explained  to  the 
Grand  Master  of  Virginia  in  a letter  from  which  we  take 
these  extracts: 

“ I have  made  this  full  statement  of  what  occurred  to  explain  the 
delay  of  two  months  in  your  receiving  a reply.  Since  taking  the  office 
of  Grand  Master  I have  given  much  thought  to  the  subject  presented, 
and  have  also  had  consultations  with  my  associate  Grand  Officers  and 
our  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  I find  the  feeling  unanimous  that  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  should  adhere  to  its 
traditions  and  not  participate  in  any  public  demonstration.  This  has 
alwaj's  been  our  practice,  and  we  agree  that  it  should  not  be  infringed. 

“As  individuals  and  citizens  of  this  great  land,  we  would  join 
heartily  and  with  great  promptness  in  any  civic  demonstration  to  do 
honor  to  the  memory  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  but,  as  Masons,  we 
can  not  participate  in  this  or  any  other  public  demonstration  without 
doing  violence  to  our  usages  and  customs.  We  thank  you  for  your 
fraternal  courtesy  in  sending  us  the  invitation,  and  regret  the  necessity 
of  declining  it.” 
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In  reference  to  the  status  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington,  the  Grand  Master  expresses  the  belief  that  it 
is  unchanged,  and  that  he  can  not  yet  withdraw  the  order  of 
non  -intercourse. 

The  Grand  Master  believes  in  the  prerogative  of 
making  Masons  at  sight,  and  thus  expresses  himself; 

“ The  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  do  either  is  well  settled: 
in  this  jurisdiction,  and  it  has  been  frequently  exercised.  That  it  is 
inherent  in  the  office  can  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  .successfully  ques- 
tioned. During  tny  term  of  office  I have  several  times  been  requested 
to  exercise  this  prerogative,  but  have  declined  to  do  so,  because  I 
failed  to  see  why  I should  in  the  specific  cases  under  consideration.” 

But  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  “prerogative”1 
bolds  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Grand  Master,  to  our  mind, 
argues  strongly  against  it  in  these  extracts : 

“ Freemasonry  can  not  be  honored  by  the  introduction  of  any 
man,  be  his  station  the  highest  in  the  land  ; it  matters  not  whether  he 
is  distinguished  by  political,  civic,  or  military'  position,  by  great 
wealth,  by  a leading  place  in  society',  whether  he  be  a successful  mer- 
chant, a leading  lawyer,  a distinguished  divine,  or  a great  scientist, 
In  Freemasonry  we  meet  upon  the  level,  all  are  equal,  we  stand  upon 
the  broad  platform  of  Manhood.” 

“ We  welcome  all  good  men  and  true,  but  we  do  not  solicit  any. 
A petitioner  ‘ declares  that  he  is  free  by'  birth,  unbiased  by  the 
improper  solicitation  of  friends,  and  uninfluenced  by  mercenary  or 
other  improper  motives,’  and  ‘that  he  freely' and  voluntarily  offers 
himself  a candidate.’ 

“ Let  us  stand  on  the  high  plane  that  all  must  come  to  us,  and  in 
the  prescribed  way  only.  Do  not  let  us  indulge  the  idea  of  making 
Freemasonry  easy.  Let  all  petition  and  of  their  own  free  will  and 
accord  pass  the  scrutiny  of  the  investigation  committee  and  the  ordeal 
of  the  ballot.  Let  our  material  be  well  tried  by  all  our  tests  before  it 
is  incorporated  in  the  Masonic  edifice.” 

On  the  subject  of  physical  qualifications  the  Grand 
Master  is  so  exacting  that  it  may  be  doubted  if  such  per- 
fection can  be  found  once  in  a thousand  times.  Hear  him; 
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“ The  perfect  man  is  the  standard;  perfect  in  his  physical  form, 
and  so  perfect  in  his  mental  and  moral  structure  that  no  deformity  in 
either  will  ever  prevent  him  from  properly  understanding  those  vir- 
tues and  precepts  Freemasonry  teaches  and  enjoins.  There  are  no 
degrees  in  disability.  If  it  exists,  so  that  the  slightest  violation  of  the 
perfectness  is  cognizable,  it  is  as  fatal  to  the  man  as  though  it  took 
away  his  arm,  hand,  finger,  leg,  or  foot.  There  is  not  in  Freemasonry 
a positive,  comparative,  or  superlative  disqualification.  It  is  the  dis- 
qualification per  se,  the  simple,  naked  fact,  that  the  standard  of  a per- 
fect man  is  not  attained,  that  ends  the  question.  It  is  neither  debat- 
able nor  avoidable.  Anatomical  disquisitions,  wordy  casuistry,  per- 
sistent importunities,  or  the  citation  of  instances  wherein  ignorance 
was  the  discredit  of  the  example,  will  not  suffice  to  subordinate  obedi- 
ence to  the  Landmarks.  The  Rough  Ashler  must  be  fitted  to  its 
proper  place  without  disfiguring  the  perfect  symmetry  of  the  perfect 
work.” 

The  decisions,  dispensations  and  edicts  reported  by 
the  Grand  Master  go  to  show  that  he  was  a strict  construc- 
tionist of  the  laws,  rules  and  traditions  of  the  jurisdiction, 
and  this  extract  from  his  inaugural  indicates  his  future 
course : 


“ In  assuming  the  highest  station  in  your  gift,  1 have  no  pro- 
gramme to  outline,  but  I promise  a faithful  adherence  to  the  Ancient 
Usages,  Customs  and  Landmarks  of  the  Fraternity  ; and  the  Constitu- 
tion, Rules,  Regulations,  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  All  shall 
be  enforced  without  fear  or  favor,  but  with  affection  to  all  the  brethren, 
and,  I trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft." 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  find  the 
number  of  lodges  to  be  433,  and  the  membership,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1899,  to  be  55,403. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  fifty-four  Grand  Lodges  and  ostensibly  is  the 
work  of  the  Committee  of  five,  but  really  two  of  the 
brethren,  James  M.  Lamberton  and  Bushrod  W.  James, 
performed  the  labors  of  the  Committee  creditably  to  them- 
selves and  to  Grand  Lodge.  North  Carolina  is  indebted  to 
Brother  Lamberton  for  four  pages  of  kindly  review  and 
brotherly  comment. 
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The  continuance  of  the  name  of  the  late  Brother 
Michael  Nisbet  as  the  representative  of  North  Carolina  near 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  probably  owing  to  the 
indifference  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Grand  Representa- 
tive system  which  prevailed  several  years  ago  in  very  many 
Grand  Lodges.  It  is  likely  that  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro. 
John  C.  Drewry,  will  correct  these  lists  in  the  near  future. 

The  Orators  and  others  who  delight  to  quote  Latin 
must  needs  write  very  plainly,  or  else  be  followed  by  a 
proofreader  who  “knows  things,  ” otherwise  there  will  be 
a “ mixing  up  ” that  will  make  the  authors  wish  they  had 
stuck  to  “ plain  LTnited  States  talk.” 

George  E.  Wagner,  R.  IK  Grand  Master. 

William  A.  Sinn,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND— 1900. 

25TH  Annual.  Charlottetown,  June  25. 

THE  address  of  Grand  Master  John  A.  Messervy  is  a very 
brief  paper,  in  which  patriotic  reference  is  made  to 
the  excellent  record  made  by  the  Canadian  Volunteers  in 
the  South  African  war.  Prince  Edward  Island  contributed 
forty-seven  men,  two  of  them  Masons,  to  the  Canadian  con- 
tingent. 

Bountiful  harvests  are  reported  and  a fairly  prosperous 
condition  of  the  Craft.  In  this  latter  respect  the  Grand 
Master  says: 

“ The  lodges  throughout  the  country  are  doing  splendidly.  The 
average  attendance  and  financial  position  of  the  lodges  are  good,  and 
the  work  is  done  in  an  excellent  manner,  taking  into  consideration  the 
distance  the  brethren  have  to  come  to  their  lodges,  which  gives  them 
verv  little  chance  to  hold  lodges  of  instruction.  Some  have  to  drive 
eight  to  twelve  miles.  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  first  degree 
given  in  a number  of  lodges  throughout  the  country,  and  it  was  given 
in  a very  impressive  manner,  which  did  credit  to  their  officers.” 
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From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  find  that 
there  are  13  lodges  and  a membership  of  535,  showing  a 
slight  gain. 

Petitions  for  affiliation  to  one  of  the  lodges  were  pre- 
sented by  two  men  holding  dimits  from  two  Ohio  lodges, 
but  the  Prince  Edward  Island  brethren  were  not  hungry 
enough  to  take  them  in  on  the  simple  evidence  of  the  appar- 
ently genuine  dimits  and  made  inquiry  of  Bro.  J.  H.  Brom- 
well,  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio, 
who  gave  this  information: 

“ Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  with  enclosures  of  dimits 
of  Thos.  E.  Dawson  from  a so-called  Linton  Lodge  No.  9,  and  Judson 
S.  Powell  from  a so-called  Brighton  Lodge  No.  381,  I wish  to  say  that 
both  of  these  lodges  are  clandestine  and  spurious  lodges  and  their 
members  are  not  entitled  to  any  recognition  at  the  hands  of  legitimate 
Masons.  My  advice  would  be  to  stamp  these  dimits  as  fraudulent,  so 
that  they  could  not  be  used  in  any  other  Masonic  Lodge,  and  reject  the 
two  applicants  for  affiliation  as  unworthy  the  society  of  decent  men 
and  Masons.” 


The  efforts  made  to  bring  about  the  consolidation  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  into  a single  stronger  Grand  Lodge, 
although  seemingly  prompted  by  a desire  for  the  union, 
have  not  produced  any  results.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
brethren  will  yet  come  together. 

Ronald  McMillan,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Neil  MacKelvie,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA— 1900. 

THIS  modest  booklet  of  42  pages  contains  a full  account 
of  the  transactions  of  the  Half-yearly  Communication 
of  October  18,  1899,  and  of  the  Annual  Communication  of 
p j j t8,  1900.  It  is  all  business  no  addresses,  no 

speeches. 
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At  the  half-yearly  meeting  the  Board  of  General  Pur- 
poses reported  having  requested  its  representative  near  the 
Grand  Lodg'e  of  Virginia,  Right  Worshipful  Robt.  Camm, 
to  be  present  at  the  Washington  Centennial  observances 
on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Many  Grand  Representatives  were  commissioned ; 
sorrow  expressed  for  the  death  of  useful  members  of  Grand 
Lodge ; the  charter  of  one  lodg'e  restored ; but  the  principal 
business  was  to  fix  ways  and  means  for  the  accumulation 
and  disbursement  of  funds  for  the  relief  of  indigent  Masons, 
their  widows  and  orphans,  and  not  the  name  of  a single 
beneficiary  mentioned.  Balls,  receptions,  banquets,  and 
everything  of  the  kind  calculated  to  give  pleasure,  are 
encouraged,  but  under  it  all.  is  the  purpose  to  get  money 
for  Masonic  charity.  God  bless  and  prosper  these  noble 
brethren  beyond  the  seas ! 

Loyal  Masons  they  are,  and  loyal  Britons,  too,  as  this 
extract  will  show: 

“The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  referred  to  the  recent 
attempt  to  assassinate  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Most 
W'orshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
and  Grand  Patron  of  Freemasonry  in  Australia.  The  Grand  Master 
felt  sure  that  there  was  a feeling  of  joy  amongst  all  Freemasons  at  the 
merciful  deliverance  of  His  Royal  Highness.  They  all  hoped  that  the 
shield  and  shelter  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  universe  would  be 
extended  over  His  Royal  Highness,  and  that  for  many  years  to  come 
they  would  have  the  gratification  of  looking  up  to  the  Prince  as  the 
illustrious  head  of  the  Craft.  The  Grand  Master  concluded  by  moving 
that  a letter,  bearing  the  Grand  Master’s  signature,  be  communicated 
to  His  Royal  Highness,  expressive  of  the  gratitude  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  Great  Architect  of  the  universe  for  His  preservation  of 
the  Prince  from  imminent  danger,  and  also  of  their  indignation  that 
His  Royal  Highness  should  have  been  subjected  to  such  an  attempt 
upon  his  life,  and  of  their  congratulations  upon  his  escape,  as  well  as 
of  their  devotion  to  the  Throne  of  England  and  to  himself  as  Heir 
Apparent.  This  was  seconded  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  and  adopted  unanimously.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Western  Australia  having  been 
formed  on  October  ix,  1899,  by  thirty-two  of  the  thirty- 
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three  lodges  under  the  English  Constitution,  and  having 
ashed  for  recognition,  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes: 

“ The  Board  recommend  that  the  recognition  requested  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Western  Australia  be  granted,  and  that,  subject  to 
such  recognition  being  granted,  the  suggested  interchange  of  repre- 
sentatives be  made.  The  Board  recommend  that  the  name  of  V.  W. 
Bro.  E.  W.  Grundy  be  suggested  for  appointment  as  representative.” 

The  number  of  lodges  is  43,  and  the  membership 
2,485. 

Rx.  Hon.  Sir  Samuel  J.  Way,  Bart., 
j.  H.  Cunningham,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

f”.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA— 1899. 

123RD  Annual.  Charleston,  December  12,  13. 

THE  Grand  Master,  Bartlet  J.  Witherspoon,  makes  the 
gratifying  announcement  that  the  Craft  has  prospered 
and  was  never  in  a better  condition  within  the  jurisdiction. 
He  suggests  that  the  reading  of  the  Laws  and  Code  by 
Masters  of  lodges  would  save  them  and  Grand  Masters 
lots  of  trouble.  Foreign  relations  are  reported  to  be  of  the 
most  fraternal  character. 

He  sorrowfully  informed  Grand  Lodge  of  the  death  of 
Right  Worshipful  Bro.  Thos.  F.  Hill,  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  of  whom  he  says  in  part : 

“ Brother  Hill  was  connected  with  this  Grand  Body  for  a number 
of  years,  as  representative  of  his  lodge,  and  as  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  He  was  loyal  and  faithful  to  every  interest  entrusted  to  him  ; 
was  an  enthusiastic  Mason,  and  always  reliable  and  conscientious  in 
his  work.  He  had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  This  Grand  Body  will  ever  treasure  the  memory  of 
Thomas  F.  Hill.” 
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Only  two  decisions  were  reported  and  these  were 
approved. 

Many  dispensations  were  granted  and  some  denied. 
Of  applications  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time  the 
Grand  Master  makes  this  sensible  deliverance: 

“ I have  refused  several  applications  for  dispensations  to  confer 
degrees  out  of  time,  because  the  reasons  assigned  for  them  were  not 
sufficient. in  my  judgment  to  justify  me  in  authorizing  what,  without 
dispensation,  would  be  a violation  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  only 
urgent  cases  that  would  justify  the  Grand  Master  in  doing  that  which 
is  directly  against  the  Constitution  and  the  Daw.  One  will  live  under 
the  shadow  of  the  lodge  hall  for  years,  and  never  care  to  enter  it, 
until  he  thinks  of  leaving;  then  as  an  introduction,  or  a business 
speculation,  he  suddenly  conceives  a high  opinion  of  Masonry,  and 
asks  that  its  laws  be  disregarded  for  his  benefit,  and  that  he  be  rushed 
through  so  that  he  may  have  a traveling  certificate  in  his  pocket;  he 
will  certainly  not  benefit  the  lodge  that  raised  him,  and  he  will  know 
precious  little  about  what  he  went  through;  he  will,  as  a well-informed 
Mason,  reflect  no  credit  upon  the  lodge,  himself,  or  the  jurisdiction.” 


Three  corner-stones  were  laid  by  duly  appointed 
proxies  of  the  Grand  Master. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  proposition  of  Grand 
Master  Rurnsey,  of  Wyoming,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Supreme  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  project  received  no  more 
favor  from  the  Grand  Lodg-e  than  it  has  from  other 
quarters. 

Vacancies  in  the  corps  of  Grand  Representatives  were 
filled  by  the  Grand  Master,  so  that  now  there  are  represent- 
atives to  all  Grand  Lodges  adopting  the  system.  Past 
Grand  Master  Jacob  T.  Barron  does  the  honors  for  North 
Carolina. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  two 
new  lodges,  and  the  halls  of  three  lodges  dedicated. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  having  issued  a circular  to 
the  lodges  asking  for  contributions  in  aid  of  the  daughter 
of  a recently  deceased  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 
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that  a generous  and  time!}'  response  was  made  to  the 
appeal, 

The  prediction  made  last  year  by  this  reporter  that 
Grand  Lodge  would  probably  modify  the  law  as  to 
physical  qualifications  has  not  been  fulfilled,  and  a resolu- 
tion to  clothe  the  Grand  Master  with  the  dispensing'  power 
in  proper  cases  failed  to  pass. 

Past  Grand  Master  J.  T.  Barron  was  made  the  re- 
cipient of  a handsome  gold  watch,  and  the  eloquent 
presentation  address  was  made  by  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  Orlando  Sheppard,  who  said  in  part; 

“ Now,  Most  Worshipful  Sir,  on  behalf  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  over 
which  you  have  presided  with  such  impartial  fairness,  and  with  such 
distinguished  ability,  I present  you  with  this  beautiful  watch;  accept 
it,  Sir,  as  a testimonial  of  our  esteem  and  admiration  for  you  as  a man, 
■and  as  a slight  evidence  of  our  love  for  you  as  a brother. 

“ As  it  will  be  your  constant  companion  down  the  journey  of  life, 
let  it  as  constantly  remind  you  of  the  zeal  and  devotion  to  duty  which 
deserved,  as  well  as  of  the  loyalty  and  love  of  your  brethren  which 
prompts*its  bestowal.” 

Right  Worshipful  Henry  A.  DeSaussnre,  the  represent- 
ative of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  gave  a graphic  descrip- 
tion of  the  persecutions  and  suffering  of  the  members  of 
the  Fraternity  during  Spanish  control  on  the  island. 

The  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  South  Carolina  has  183 
chartered  lodges,  2 lodges  tinder  dispensation,  and  a total 
membership  of  6,056. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Right 
Worshipful  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby,  and  right  well  does  he 
deserve  this  commendation  of  his  own  Grand  Lodge : 

‘•The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  have  examined  with 
care  the  admirable  report  written  and  submitted  by  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary. This  report  contains  one  hundred  and  sixty  pages,  and  reviews 
in  able  and  scholarly  manner  the  facts,  events  and  Masonic  de- 
cisions of  sixty  Grand  Jurisdictions.  It  is  one  of  the  brightest  and 
most  entertaining  documents  that  has  been  produced  by  the  facile 
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pen  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  your  Committee  earnestly  commend  it 
to  the  studious,  and  careful  perusal  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  juris- 
diction.” 


In  his  review  of  the  proceedings'  of  North  Carolina  for 
1890;  Brother  Inglesby  gives  a.  readable  summary  of  tire 
transactions, 

Orlando  Sheppard,,  AT.  If.  Grand Master . 
Charles  Inglesby,,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA — 19C0- 

26th  Annual,  Aberdeen,.  June  12, 

THE  likeness  of  the  Grand  Master,  W.  H.  Roddle,  occu- 
pies the  fly-leaf  of  this  volume  of  transactions.  The 
condition  of  the  Craft,  peaceful,  prosperous  and  satisfac- 
tory, is  thus  described  by  the  Grand  Master: 

“ As  an  index  of  our  increasing  strength  numerically,  we'have  but 
to  refer  to  the  record,  which  shows  that  twenty-five  years  ago  when 
this  Grand  Lodge  was  holding  its  first  Communication  it  consisted  of 
six  lodges  with  195  members  ; in  1889  it  had  increased  to  105  lodges 
with  4,595  members,  when  another  State  and  Grand  Lodge — that  of 
North  Dakota — was  formed  out  of  the  original  jurisdiction,  leaving  us 
but  74  lodges  with  3,385  members,  while  today  we  are  97  lodges  with 
4,661  members,  a net  increase  of  224  members  during  the  past  year 
and  giving  us  a greater  membership  than  before  Statehood  and  the 
division.” 

Fraternal  reference  is  made  to  the  dead  in  Subordinate- 
Lodges  and  in  other  jurisdictions,  and  Grand  Lodge  con- 
gratulated on  having  sustained  no  loss  during  the  year. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  six  in  number, 
were  approved  with  some  slight  verbal  changes.  No.  1 is 
as'  follows : 

“1.  Committee  to  whom  a petition  is  referred  should  not  report 
in  writing,  but  must  report  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  Master  or 
Secretary  in  accordance  with  their  findings.” 


APPENDIX, 


127 


The  Jurisprudence  Committee  elaborates  and  explains 
in  this  way: 

■“The  law  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  covering  decisions  Nos.  I 
and  2 is  construed  as  follows  : The  Committee  upon  a petition  should 

endorse  on  the  petition  the  word  favorable  or  unfavorable,  as  its  finding 
warrants,  returning  said  petition  to  the  Secretary,  who  announces  to 
the  lodge  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  is  favorable  or  unfavor- 
able ; this  report  must  not  appear  upon  the  minutes,  the  petition  itself 
being  a part  of  the  records  and  filed  in  the  archives  of  the  lodge/' 

The  Grand  Master  decides  that  the  Committee  must 
make  only  a verbal  report,  the  Jurisprudence  Committee 
that  the  report  shall  be  in  writing,  and  both  agreeing  that 
the  Committee’s  finding  shall  not  be  entered  on  the  lodge 
records.  Just  why  this  should  not  be  done  is  not  at  all 
clear.  The  lodge  proceedings  usually  show  that  a candi- 
date, recommended  properly,  petitions  for  tjie  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry,  and  that  this  petition  is  referred  to 
a Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  can- 
didate’s fitness.  At  the  proper  time  the  Committee  makes 
its  report  and,  irrespective  of  its  character,  whether  favor- 
able or  unfavorable,  the  ballot  is  spread  and  the  peti- 
tioner is  declared  elected  or  rejected.  All  this  is  matter  of 
record,  part  of  it  on  the  pages  of  the  lodge  journal  and  only 
the  report  of  the  Investigating  Committee  in  a pigeon  hole, 
and  plainly  endorsed.  Whoever  has  access  to  the  lodge 
record — and  that’s  every  member  of  the  lodge — has  an 
equal  right  to  examine  any  reports  filed  away  by  the  Secre- 
tary. So,  we  ask,  what  is  the  use  of  this  vain  effort  at  con- 
cealment? 

Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  wise  plan  suggested  by  the 
Grand  Master  for  bonding  its  officers: 

“ It  has  been  the  custom  for  officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge  of  whom 
bonds  are  required  to  ask  the  signature  of  brothers  as  sureties  on  such 
bonds. 

“Iam  satisfied  this  is  not  best.  The  brother  signing  as  surety  has 
no  other  interest  except  to  accommodate,  the  brother  giving  the 
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bond  no  thought  of  disaster,  but  financial  reverses  may  come,  and  do> 
come,  to,  those  whose  intentions  are  of  the  best,  and  inability  to*  meet 
obligations  may  be  the  result,  the  loss  falling  on  the  surety. 

“ Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  the  brother  who,  while- 
overcome  by  misfortune,  is  still  true  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

“ I recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  purchase  s-uch  a bond  on 
the  Grand  Treasurer’s  account,  of  a surety  company,,  as  our  needs, 
would  indicate,  and  thus  do  away  with  this,  injustice.’" 


The  Grand  Master  is  not  in  favor  of  rapid  transit  to> 
the  East,  nor  yet  of  retaining  fossils  where  full-blooded 
men  are  needed,  but  counsels  the  middle  course  of  keeping; 
the  best  men  in  office  until  they  become  thoroughly  pro- 
ficient in,  the  work,  with  the  result  that  after*  a few  years, 
there  will  never  be  a scarcity  of  capable  workers. 

Since  the  withdrawal  of  Past  Grand  Master  Wm.  Blatt 
from  the  jurisdiction  the  correspondent’s  pen  has  been 
transferred  to  the  hand  of  Bro.  Samuel  A.  Brown,  who- 
shows  himself  to  be  a worthy  successor  to  Brother  Blatt.. 
We  are  glad  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  a brother  whose 
credentials  are  of  this  flattering  character: 


“Contemplation  of  this  volume  brings  up  many  feelings  which 
can  not  be  expressed.  This  writer  was  born  in  the  Old  North  State. 

• Though  she  envies  not  others  their  merited  glory — 

Say!  whose  name  stands  the  foremost  in  liberty’s  story?’ 


“The'  old  State  hymn  comes  to  his  mind  so  well  remembered? 
His  kinfolks  all  live  there.  His  father  and  mother  and  all  his  ances- 
tors on  all  sides  of  his  family  far  back  to  beyond  the  revolution  are 
buried  in  her  sacred  soil.  A great-grandfather  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  King’s  Mountain,  and  many  other  ancestors  fell  at  the  crack  of  the 
Indian’s  rifle  or  blow  of  the  tomahawk.  His  heart  is  ever  thrilled  by 
the  syllables  of  her  name,  and  the  memories  of  youth  are  fullest  of 
sweet  associations.  He  recalls  that  now  the  dogwood  trees  make  all 
the  hillsides  white,  and  the  scent  of  the  wild  honeysuckle,  the  laurel 
and  the  rhododendrum  loads  all  the  air  with  fragrance.  The  red  bird 
and  the  cat  bird,  the  blue  bird  and  the  jay,  vie  to  drown  the  hammer- 
ing of  the  woodpecker  and  the  barking  of  the  squirrel,  whilst  the  merry 
clamor  of  the  waters  is  added  to  the  din  of  cheerful  song.  Arid  song 
and  scene  and  sweet  memories  are  called  to  mind  by  the  announce- 
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ment  that  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Annual 
Communication  was  opened  in  Masonic  Hall,  Raleigh,  January  10,  by 
Grand  Master  W.  E.  Moore,  who  did  not  say  anything  outside  of  the 
routine  of  business.” 


John  A.  Cleaver,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 
Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


, TENNESSEE— 1900. 

86th  Annual.  Nashville,  January  31. 

THE  photograph  of  Grand  Master  Jos.  H.  Bullock  and 
that  of  his  successor,  Most  Worshipful  Bro.  J.  H. 
McClister,  occupy  the  first  pages  of  the  proceedings. 

The  domestic  affairs  of  Grand  Lodge  are  exhaustively 
considered  in  the  Grand  Master’s  annual  address,  which 
covers  twenty-two  pag'es  of  the  transactions.  After  the 
perusal  of  many  addresses  by  Grand  Masters,  and  the 
recollection  of  that  dictum  of  the  first  Grand  Master  at 
Jerusalem  that  “there’s  nothing  new  under  the  sun,” 
Brother  Bullock  concluded  that  any  effort  at  rhetorical 
novelty  would  hardly  succeed,  and  that  a cold  business 
statement  of  actual  conditions  would  be  the  best  and  easiest. 
He  has  done  that  work  thorough^  and  has  received  the 
commendation  of  his  brethren. 

Tender  reference  is  made  by  the  Grand  Master  to  the 
death  of  eminent  members  of  the  Craft  in  his  own  and 
other  jurisdictions. 

As  a result  of  the  restoration  of  the  representative 
system,  which,  for  some  years,  had  been  in  disfavor,  the 
Grand  Master  notified  all  the  Grand  Lodges  with  which 
fraternal  relations  were  held  of  his  desire  to  commission 
representatives  to  them,  and  to  welcome  their  representa- 
tives'near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee.  As  a result,  the 
diplomatic  gallery  will  need  enlargement,  there  being  now 
36 
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occupants  of  forty-nine  seats,  Bro.  A.  C.  Robeson,  of 
Athens,  doing'  the  honors  for  North  Carolina. 

Visitations,  owing  to  exacting  private  pursuits,  were 
few,  but  pleasant  to  the  Grand  Master  and  profitable  to  the 
Craft. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  had  receded  from  the  erroneous  position  it  had 
assumed  on  Negro  Masonry  in  1898,  and  the  Jurisprudence 
Commiteee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

“ Your  Committee  learns  with  satisfaction  that  our  brethren  of 
Washington  have  seen  the  error  of  their  way  and  repealed  the  reso- 
lution inviting  the  establishment  of  a negro  Grand  Lodge  and  Sub- 
ordinates in  that  State,  and  promising  them  official  recognition,  and 
thus  removed  the  cause  impelling  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  meeting 
to  suspend  indefinitely  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington.  In  view  of  the  prompt  repeal  of  their  resolution,  and  of 
our  belief  that  the  body  of  the  Fraternity  in  that  State  are,  and  have 
ever  been,  in  accord  with  the  established  principles  of  sovereignty  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  maintained  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  we  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

“Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Washington  has 
repealed  the  resolution  which  occasioned  the  suspension  of  fraternal 
relations  between  it  and  this  Grand  Lodge;  therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  resumes  its 
former  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington.” 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were  sustained  by 
the  Law  Committee  and  Grand  Lodge,  except  those  num- 
bered 7 and  8,  as  follows: 

“7.  Is  a man  with  left  hand  off  between  wrist  and  elbow  eligible 
to  receive  the  Degrees? 

“ Answer — Yes,  if  otherwise  worthy  and  qualified. 

“8.  Is  a man  with  only  one  leg  eligible? 

“ Answer—  No.” 

In  reference  to  these  decisions  the  Committee  says  the 
Subordinate  Lodge  is  the  sole  judge : 
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“ The  official  decisions  rendered  by  the  Grand  Master,  we  approve 
in  all  things,  except  Nos.  7 and  8,  which,  though  in  accord  with 
precedents  made  by  our  Grand  Lodge,  in  regard  to  physical  qualifi- 
cations, yet  we  think  it  advisable  for  our  Grand  Masters  to  answer  all 
such  questions  by  referring  the  enquirer  to  Edict  No.  30,  and  thereby 
requiring  the  Subordinate  in  each  case  to  decide  for  itself  whether  the 
applicant  can  receive  and  impart  the  ritual  of  Freemasonry.” 

The  delegates  who  attended  the  Washington  Centen- 
nial reported  that  the  ceremonies  were  most  impressive 
and  that  all  the  arrangements  were  perfect  in  every  detail. 
They  were  the  recipients  of  courtesies  on  every  side  but 
especially  from  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia. 

The  non-affiliate  prompts  the  Grand  Master  to  suggest 
a remedy,  which  he  asks  the  brethren  to  try: 

“Non-affiliates,  like  the  poor,  we  have  always  with  us.  That  the 
number  is  large,  is,  to  some  extent,  the  fault  of  our  lodges.  A 
dilapidated  hall,  dirty,  uncarpeted  floor,  broken  windows,  a corps  of 
incompetent  officers  blundering  over  our  beautiful  ritual  (and  I blush 
to  say,  we  have  some,  a few,  such  lodges)  ; this  combination  does  not 
draw  men  together,  and  I do  not  wonder  that  some  withdraw  from 
such  association.  Wrong?  Yes,  they  are  wrong;  they  should  stay 
with  their  lodge  and  do  their  part  in  securing  comfortable  halls  and 
learning  the  esoteric  work  of  the  Fraternity.  But  I am  speaking  of 
conditions,  not  theories.  They  do  ’withdraw.  How  shall  we  stop  it? 
Answer:  Make  our  lodges  attractive  ; good,  nice  carpets  and  chairs, 

and  pictures  on  the  walls;  elect  officers  who  are  acquainted  with 
English  grammar  and  rhetoric,  who  can  impart  the  ritual  in  an  im- 
pressive manner.  Cultivate  the  social  virtues,  and  remember  always 
these  words  of  the  Divine  Teacher:  ‘A  new  commandment  I give 

unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another  ’ 

“ How  shall  we  win  them  back?  Before  answering,  let  us  ask  in 
each  case,  Why  did  he  withdraw?  If  because  the  lodge,  twenty  years 
ago,  did  not  elect  him  Master,  he  asked  for  a dimit,  why,  you  had  as 
well  let  him  stay  out.  The  chances  are  that  he  won’t  do  much,  if 
anything,  if  he  returns.  If  on  account  of  pressing  business  duties, 
inability  to  attend  meetings  at  night,  or  any  similar  cause,  just  tell 
him  about  our  Widows  and  Orphans’  Home,  explain  how  that  for  a 
dollar  or  two  annually,  he  may  be  a partner  in  this  grand  charity.  If 
there  is  a spark  of  Masonry  in  him,  this  will  bring  him  back.  Pardon 
a bit  of  local  history:  Twenty  or  more  members  of  my  own  lodge, 
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who  from  various  causes  had  withdrawn,  have  re-affiliated,  all  because 
of  a desire  to  contribute  to  the  Home.  Brethren,  try  the  argument  on 
your  worthy  unaffiliated  brethren.” 


The  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the  business 
of  Grand  Lodge  be  so  arranged  as  to  be  disposed  of  in  two 
days,  instead  of  three  as  heretofore,  was  acted  on  by  Grand 
Lodge  and  $1,500  thereby  saved  to  the  use  of  the  Home. 

Upon  the  condition  of  the  Order  the  Grand  Master 
says : 

“ A comparison  of  returns  for  the  years  1896,  1S97,  and  1898  shows 
a total  net  decrease  in  membership  of  434.  This  is  more  than  account- 
ed for  in  the  loss  sustained  from  demised  lodges  during  this  period, 
which  foots  up  451.  Part  of  this  loss  was  doubtless  caused  by  the 
levying  of  a per  capita  tax  for  the  support  of  the  Home,  but  when  we 
compare  our  experience  on  this  line  with  that  of  sister  juris- 
dictions we  have  abundant  cause  to  ‘thank  God  and  take  courage.’ 
The  loss  is  much  less  than  the  most  sanguine  friend  of  the  Home 
anticipated.  I am  convinced  beyond  the  shadow  of  a doubt  that  this 
Grand  Dodge  could  not  have  adopted  a better  plan  to  strengthen 
Masonry  than  the  one  adopted,  i.  e.,  to  take  charge  of  and  sustain  the 
Widows  and  Orphans’  Home.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  returns  from 
Subordinate  Lodges  can  not  be  had  in  time  to  enable  the  Grand  Master 
to  report  more  fully  on  this  subject.  I am  glad,  however,  to  be  able 
to  report  renewed  activity  in  a number  of  lodges,  and  confidently 
predict  that  under  present  changed  conditions  in  commercial  and 
industrial  lines  the  year  1900  will  show  prosperity  in  the  annals  of  our 
lodge.” 


The  Grand  Lodge  repealed  the  enactment  which  made 
a Grand  Officer  ineligible  for  a second  term,  and  of  this 
action  Brother  Bullock  says: 

“To  properly  guide  and  control  the  affairs  of  Masonry  in  a 
jurisdiction  like  ours  is  no  small  task,  requiring,  as  it  does,  the  best 
efforts  of  mind  and  heart  on  the  part  of  him  who  is  called  to  the  work. 
One  year’s  experience  as  Grand  Master,  be  it  ever  so  fruitful  of  good 
results,  surely  gives  promise  of  better  work  the  next  year.  I hope  the 
brethren  will  give  this  suggestion  the  consideration  its  importance 
demands.” 
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The  condition  of  the  Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans’ 
Home  speaks  well  for  the  management  of  the  institution ; 
and  the  average  per  capita  cost  of  maintenance,  thoug'h 
somewhat  greater  than  that  of  last  year,  is  still  wonderfully 
low — $5-48  per  month — or  a total  annual  outlay  of  $7,050.51 
for  108  inmates.  In  this  connection  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  the  Endowment  Fund  is  now  $4,082.66  with  a pros- 
pect of  steady  increase. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary show  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  in  excellent  condition, 
notwithstanding  a loss  in  the  membership. 

There  are  429  lodges  on  the  roll  and  a membership  of 
17,221,  a net  loss  of  27. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a thoroughly  good 
summary  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty-seven  Grand  Lodges, 
prepared  by  Bro.  Geo.  H.  Morgan  under  many  difficulties 
of  poor  health  and  the  distractions  arising  therefrom.  It 
is  gratifying  to  know  that  Brother  Morgan  is  on  the  way  to 
perfect  health. 

James  H.  McClister,  1\L  III  Grand  Master . 

John  B.  Garrett,  R.  HI  Grand  Secretary. 

TEXAS— 1899, 

64TH  Annual.  Houston.  December  5,  6,  7, 

GUTS  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Houston,  and  of  the 
Home,  at  Fort  Worth,  lend  interest  to  the  volume 
under  review.  There  are  also  photographs  of  two  Past 
Grand  Masters,  Franklin  Barlow  Sexton  and  Robert  Morris 
Elgin,  the  former  having  been  elected  in  1856  and  the  latter 
in  1865. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Samuel  R.  Hamilton  is  a 
very  interesting  paper,  the  opening  of  which  makes  very 
pleasant  reading.  In  reference  to  the  organization  of 
Grand  Lodge  he  says: 
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"In  this  city,  and  near  this  very  spot,  our  Grand  Lodge  was 
organized  sixty-two  years  ago,  by  the  very  men  who  achieved  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas.  Those  noble  patriots  and  craftsmen  were  master 
builders.  When  they  laid  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  the 
young  republic,  they  also  planted  Freemasonry  by  its  side.  They 
were  aware  that  it  would,  by  its  benign  influences,  not  only  foster  the 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  but  greatly  tend  to  perpetuate 
them  to  the  latest  ages. 

“ Their  heroic  deeds  and  exalted  patriotism  challenge  our  highest 
admiration,  and  their  zealous  attachment  to  the  interests  of  Masonry 
is  emblazoned  upon  the  pages  of  our  Grand  Lodge  history. 

“ They  wrought  their  full  hours,  and  bore  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day.  They  preserved  unsullied  the  reputation  of  the  Fraternity,, 
and  have  transmitted  it  to  us  unimpaired.  They  have  left  us  an 
example  of  devotion  worthy  of  our  highest  emulation.” 

As  to  the  state  of  the  Craft,  he  makes  this  gratifying; 
statement : 

“From  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from  information  derived 
from  official  sources,  I am  disposed  to  believe  that  Masonry  is  keeping 
step  in  the  onward  march  of  moral  and  material  progress.  Greater 
care  is  being  manifested  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  proper  material,, 
and  much  progress  is  being  made  in  the  direction  of  toning  the  mem- 
bership up  on  a higher  moral  plane.” 

Fraternal  reference  is  made  to  distinguished  Masons  of 
other  jurisdictions  who  have  been  called  upon  to  lay  aside 
their  working  tools,  and  this  handsome  tribute  is  paid  to 
Past  Grand  Master  Alfred  Stephen  Richardson,  who  died 
on  October  30,  1898: 

“No  former  occupant  of  the  Grand  Master’s  chair,  perhaps,  ever 
presided  with  more  distinguished  ability,  or  greater  satisfaction  to  the 
Craft,  and  he  was  loved  by  the  brethren  for  his  manly  virtues  and 
unassuming  manners.” 

Thirteen  lodges  were  constituted  and  dispensations 
issued  for  the  formation  of  four  others. 

M any  permissions  and  dispensations  were  granted  for 
such  purposes  as  dedications,  installations,  laying  corner- 
stones, conferring  degrees  out  of  time,  etc.,  but  very  many 
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were  refused.  Among  the  latter  class  were  the  petitions  to 
"‘solicit  aid,”  to  “decorate  graves”  publicly,  as  a lodge, 
and  to  appear  in  Masonic  clothing  at  a “reunion.”  We 
commend  the  Grand  Master’s  courage  in  refusing  his  con- 
sent to  these  efforts  to  show  off. 

The  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Hamilton  are  quite 
numerous,  covering'  nearly  eleven  pages  of  the  proceedings. 

This  decision  seems  to  be  intrinsically  just: 

“ Twenty-four.  As  a companion  to  decision  21  above,  I held  that 
any  officer,  either  elective  or  appointive,  after  having  waited  until  the 
end  of  his  term,  could  be  dimitted,  if  he  so  desired,  by  complying 
with  the  law  governing  dimits,  even  if  the  lodge  had  failed  to  meet 
and  hold  the  annual  election.  In  other  words,  that  he  could  not  justly 
be  made  to  suffer  the  abridgement  of  his  constitutional  rights  on 
account  of  the  negligence  of  the  lodge.” 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  reported  adversely,  and 
Grand  Lodge  adopted  its  report,  as  follows: 

“ Decision  No.  24  is  disapproved.  While  the  right  of  dimission  is 
by  the  Constitution  declared  to  be  an  inherent  one,  still  this  must  be 
construed  in  connection  with  the  further  provision  that  no  one  can 
refuse  to  serve  in  any  office  to  which  he  has  been  chosen  unless  he  has 
before  filled  the  same  office. 

“ It  is  true  that  the  term  of  office  is  fixed  at  one  year,  but  this  is 
subject  to  the  qualification  that  if  no  election  is  held  at  the  time  fixed, 
the  old  officers  must  of  necessity  hold  over  for  another  year  under 
Edict  301,  and  therefore  the  brother  will  not  have  served  out  his  term 
until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified,  and  can  not  therefore  dimit 
while  he  is  an  officer  of  the  lodge  ; the  personal  right  of  dimission 
being  of  necessity  subordinate  to  the  duty  to  support  the  lodge,  and 
for  this  reason  the  contrary  ruling  is  disapproved.” 

The  Grand  Master  reports  the  resumption  of  fraternal 
relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  after  diligent 
inquiry  and  certain  information  that  it  was  the  same  Masonic 
Body  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  held  fraternal  relations 
in  1880,  although  at  that  time  it  went  under  the  name  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  “ Colon  and  Cuba.” 


APPENDIX. 


*36 


The  “twin  evils,”  as  Brother  Hamilton  calls  them,  of 
non-payment  of  dues  and  non-affiliation  are  sensibly  dis- 
cussed by  the  Grand  Master,  and  it  would  seem  that  his; 
two  principal  prescriptions  would  be  sure  to  cure  the  malady,, 
but  they  don't.  His  plan  is  to  conduct  lodge  business  on  busi- 
ness principles,  collect  dues  promptly,  if  the  brother  is 
able  to  pay,,  and  if  not  able  to  pay,  remit  his  dues but  if 
able  to  pay  and  will  not,  then  suspend  him.  After  he  is; 
turned  out,  then  send  a Committee  to  persuade  him  to-  settle' 
up  and  come  back.  This  treatment  may  on  occasion  restore 
to  temporary  Masonic  health,  but  as  a means  of  rounding 
up  the  brethren  “ at  large  ” and  curing  an  intrinsic  vice  it 
will  hardly  work  successfully  anywhere.  An  efficient 
remedy  is  yet  to  be  found! 

The  corner-stone  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans’  Home 
was  laid,  with  impressive  ceremonies  on  January  7,  1899,  in 
the  presence  of  an  immense  assembly  of  Masons  and  the 
general  public.  In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  speaks 
eloquently  of  the  obligation  and  necessity  of  providing  for 
the  perpetual  maintenance  of  this  charity.  The  report  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Home  is  a splendid  paper 
and  merits  reproduction  as  a whole,  but  lack  of  space  for- 
bids more  than  a few  brief  extracts: 

“ Up  to  the  2nd  day  of  December  we  had  received  applications 
for  admission  to  the  Home  for  eighty-nine  children  and  twenty-two 
widows,  and  we  have  information  that  some  fifty  more  are  ready  to 
apply  as  soon  as  there  is  a probability  of  their  being  admitted  to  the 
Home. 

“ The  last  report  of  the  Superintendent  shows  that  there  are 
thirty  children  in  the  Home,  and  he  expects  ten  more  in  a few  days, 
which  will  about  fill  up  the  present  building,  and  we  will  be  unable  to 
receive  any  more  children  until  we  can  build  a dormitory,  which  we 
purpose  to  do  at  once,  at  a cost  of  from  $7,000  to  $9,000,  in  which  we 
will  provide  accommodation  for  about  100,  and  include  a reasonable 
percentage  of  destitute  widows.” 

“ We  have  an  income  of  from  $7,000  to  $8,000  from  our  invested 
funds,  and  we  usually  get  about  $7,000  from  the  Grand  Lodge  funds, 
which  gives  us  an  income  of  $14,000,  which  will  barely  enable  us  to 
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keep  125  inmates.  The  only  source  to  which  we  can  look  for  an 
increase  in  this  fund  is  the  practice  of  economy  in  its  expenditures  try 
the  Grand  Lodge  so  as  to  increase  the  surplus  that  can  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  maintenance  of  the  Home.  In  the  past  our  funds  seem 
like  the  widow’s  cruse  of  oil — to  have  increased  with  the  using,  but 
in  the  future  we  will  have  to  expend  our  income  instead  of  re-investing 
it,  and  our  invested  funds  will  cease  to  grow.” 

“ It  is  a source  of  very  great  gratification  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
that  the  Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans’  Home  is  now  in  successful 
operation  under  conditions  that  render  its  success  in  the  future  merely 
a question  of  economic  and  careful  management.” 

The  jurisdiction  of  Texas  has  on  the  rolls  638  lodges, 
and  a membership  of  28,141. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  contains  a review  of 
the  proceedings  of  fifty  Grand  Lodges,  North  Carolina  for 
1899  of  the  number,  and  the  work  is  of  the  pleasant  kind 
that  comes  from  the  hands  of  Past  Grand  Master  Thos.  M. 
Matthews.  If  space  permitted  we  should  be  glad  to  repro- 
duce what  he  says  of  the  so-called  recantation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington  of  its  lately  published  creed  on 
Negro  Masonry,  but  we  can  give  only  this  paragraph: 

“ The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  occupies  the  curious  position 
of  acquiescing  in  the  opinions  of  other  Grand  Lodges  so  long,  and 
only  so  long,  as  those  opinions  are  in  harmony  with  her  own  pet 
theories.  And  because  some  fifty  or  more  Grand  Lodges  rebel  against 
and  resist  the  ‘ Negro  Masonry  ’ dictum  as  promulgated  in  her 
1 Declaration,’  they  are  regarded  and  denounced  by  her  as  ‘ an  enemy 
at  her  gates,  breathing  threatenings  and  slaughter  ’ against  her. 

R.  M.  Lusk,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

John  Watson,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


UTAH  — 1900. 

29TH  Annual.  Ogden,  January  16,  17. 

THERE  is  in  this  volume  of  proceedings  the  likeness  and 
a short  biography  of  the  Grand  Master-elect,  George 
Viall  Schramm,  quite  a young  man,  having  been  born 
August  19,  1867. 
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Grand  Lodge  was  cordially  welcomed  to  Ogden  by  Bro. 
Isaac  N.  Fulton,  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Weber  Lodge 
No.  6,-  and  suitable  acknowledgment  made  by  the  Grand 
Master,  James  U.  Murdoch,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  his  address  Grand  Master  Murdoch  reports  the  con- 
dition of  Freemasonry  to  be  prosperous  and  harmonious. 
The  fraternal  dead  at  home  and  abroad  are  tenderly 
referred  to.  He  was  not  able  to  make  as  many  official 
visits  as  he  desired,  but  made  enough  to  ascertain  that  one 
lodge  at  least  was  taking  liberties  with  the  standard  work 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  tolerate  or  condone.  He  says 
of  this  lodge  in  part : 

“So  many  new  phrases  were  used,  and  even  in  the  esoteric 
portion  of  the  work  so  many  new  things  substituted  or  added  to,  that 
I really  did  not  know  whether  I was  in  a Utah  lodge,  or  in  a lodge  of 
some  foreign  jurisdiction.  It  is  needless  te  say  that  the  Grand  Officers 
accompanying  me  on  the  visit  were  likewise  impressed. 

“ This  ought  not  to  be  so  in  our  jurisdiction.  We  have  but  few 
lodges,  and  for  years  have  had  an  efficient  and  well-skilled  Grand 
Lecturer,  who,  to  my  own  knowledge,  has  never  failed  to  respond  to 
a call  of  any  lodge  to  instruct  it  in  the  ritual  of  our  work,  and  to 
advise  it  as  to  the  best  method  to  become  proficient  in  all  its 
details.” 

Seeing  the  disasters  to  lodges  by  reason  of  failure  to 
carry  any  insurance  upon  their  halls  and  other  property, 
the  Grand  Lodge,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
Master,  adopted  the  following: 

“ Resolved , That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  constituent  lodge  to 
have  its  furniture  and  paraphernalia  insured  against  loss  by  fire,  and 
that,  in  its  annual  returns,  the  amount  of  insurance  shall  be  stated  and 
reported;  and, 

“ Further,  that  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  each  lodge,  so  far  as  in 
their  power,  to  be  provided  with  a vault  or  other  fire-proof  safe,  in 
which  shall  be  kept  its  records.” 

The  Grand  Master  argues  earnestly  for  the  retention 
of  capable  Masters  for  more  than  one  term,  and  traces 
many  evils  to  the  custom  of  “rotation  in  office.”  Every- 
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thing'  he  says  on  this  topic  is  true,  and  the  advice  contained 
in  this  extract  is  timely  and  wholesome: 

“If  a lodge  has  found  a Master  who  is  proficient  in  the  ritual, 
and  well  qualified  to  rule  and  govern  his  lodge,  it  should  not  make 
him  vacate  the  Oriental  Chair  after  the  first  year’s  experience,  simply 
because  the  Wardens,  who  may  be  good  fellows,  ‘hail  and  well  met,’ 
desire  to  have  the  P.  M.  affixed  to  their  names,  and  to  wear  on  the 
lapel  of  their  Prince  Albert  coats  a Past  Master’s  Jewel.  It  is  all 
wrong.  I believe  that  in  some  lodges  the  seeds  of  disease  in  their 
growth  has  been  planted  by  this,  to  me,  most  objectionable  ‘rotation 
in  office’  custom.”  a 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  revocation  of  its  action 
on  Negro  Masonry  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  was 
in  good  faith,  and  that  therefore  the  matter  is  closed. 

A recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  to  post  in  each 
lodge  room  a list  of  the  clandestine  lodges  of  Ohio  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  but  that  Com- 
mittee made  no  report  and  Grand  Lodge  took  no  action. 
The  matter  of  “rotation  in  office”  fared  the  same. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  that  the  courteous  treatment 
accorded  to  him  and  to  Bro.  Christopher  Diehl,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  at  the  Washington 
Memorial  ceremonies,  was  marked  and  made  a lasting 
impression.  To  Grand  Master  Duke,  of  Virginia,  he  was 
especially  thankful  for  delicate  attentions. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a balance  of  cash  amount- 
ing to  $2,613. 19- 

The  very  interesting  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
furnishes  to  Grand  Lodge  for  the  twenty-seventh  time  a 
full  statement  of  the  work  of  his  office  for  the  past  year. 
We  find  there  are  10  lodges,  with  a membership  of  867, 
showing  a net  gain  of  60.  The  following  extract  makes  a 
fine  showing  for  our  Utah  brethren: 

“ The  lodges  disbursed  for  charitable  purposes  $1,193.88.  They 
report  in  their  treasuries  $10,683.11,  and  value  their  lodge  properties 
at  $13,204.50.” 
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The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  reports  receipts,  includ- 
ing balance  from  last  year,  to  be  $723.33,  and  the  disburse- 
ments $415.95,  leaving  a balance  of  $307.38. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium  received  fraternal 
recognition. 

After  installing-  his  successor,  Most  Worshipful  Bro. 
G.  V.  Schramm,  Grand  Master  Murdoch  presented  him 
with  the  “Signet  Ring.”  There  were  the  usual  nice  little 
speeches  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

The  twenty-fourth  Report  on  Correspondence  by  the 
same  author  is  the  work  of  Bro.  Christopher  Diehl,  who 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  fifty-six  Grand  Lodges  in  a 
style  and  manner  peculiarly  his  own.  The  North  Carolina 
proceedings  of  1899  are  fraternally  reviewed  by  Brother 
Diehl. 

George  V.  Schramm,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Christopher  Diehl,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 


VERMONT— 1900. 

107TH  Annual.  Burlington,  June  13. 

THE  likeness  of  Rev.  Edwin  Wheelock,  the  Grand  Chap- 
lain, adorns  the  volume.  A brief  biography  from  the 
pen  of  Bro.  Marsh  O.  Perkins  indicates  that  the  venerable 
brother  is  held  in  loving  esteem  by  Grand  Lodge.  “Father” 
Wheelock,  as  he  is  affectionately  styled,  is  78  years  old  and 
has  been  successively  appointed  to  his  present  office  by 
every  Grand  Master  during  the  last  thirty-two  years. 

in  the  diplomatic  gallery  Bro.  Theo.  L.  Snow  does  the 
honors  for  North  Carolina. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  W.  Scott  Nay  is  a very 
excellent  and  unpretentious  accounting  of  his  official  acts 
for  the  year  just  closed,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  under 
his  wise  administration  he  can  make  this  flattering  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  Craft : 
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“ Brethren'  we  are  to  be  congratulated  that  the  conditions  favor- 
ing Freemasonry  in  Vermont  are  s©  encouraging,  and  that  the  progress 
we  have  made  during  the  year  past  is  indicative  of  the  deep  interest 
and  enthusiasm  that  is  characteristic  of  the  earnest  brother. 

“The  increase  in  our  membership,  a fact  gratifying  in  itself,  is 
also  of  interest  inasmuch  as  it  indicates  the  favor  which  the  seeker  for 
Masonic  knowledge  manifests  towards  the  institution,  and  which 
prompts  him  to  knock  for  admission. 

“ The  younger  element  among  us,  while  not  professing  infallibility 
in  the  exemplification  of  the  work  entrusted  to  them,  have  shown  a 
degree  of  proficiency  which  merits  the  highest  praise,  while  the  ‘elder 
brother’  who  has  formerly  borne  the  ‘burden  and  heat  of  the  day’  is 
a living  exemplar  of  our  pure  principles.’’  . 

Reference  is  made  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  in  its  quasi  revocation  in  1899  of  its  action  in 
1898  in  regard  to  clandestine  Masonry,  and  the  Grand 
, Master  congratulates  the  Craft  of  Vermont  that  it  was 
spared  the  necessity  of  severing  fraternal  relations  with 
th'e  former  Grand  Lodge. 

The  work  of  the  District  Deputies  is  highly  com- 
mended, but  it  is  suggested  by  the  Grand  Master  that  only 
those  willing  to  discharge  the  duties  should  assume  the 
responsibility  of  the  position. 

We  heartily  endorse  this  deliverance  of  Grand  Master 
Nay: 


“The  progress  made  in  ritualistic  proficiency  by  the  Masons  of  Ver- 
mont, as  indicated  by  the  correct  work  in  District  meetings  held  each 
year,  is  a subject  of  complimentary  comment,  and  worthily  so. 

“ The  fact  remains,  nevertheless,  that  while  our  ritual  is  correctly 
committed  and  closely  followed  in  the  conferring  of  degrees,  certain 
portions  grate  harshly  upon  the  ear  of  the  student,  who  contends  that 
to  be  right  is  to  be  grammatical.  I can  not  see  wherein  we  are  bound 
to  whomsoever  an  it , or  whatsoever  a him,  and  the  fact  that  we  do  so 
is  not  a compliment  to  our  supposed  to  be  otherwise  good  sense.  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  subject  be  considered  at  this  session 
of  Grand  Lodge  and  measures  taken  toward  the  correction  of  such 
inaccuracies  as  now  exist.’’ 

The  Washington  Centennial  ceremonial  was  attended 


142- 


APPENDIX. 


bv  the  Grand  Master,  and  he  reports  the  observances  as 
being  in  keeping  with  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

As  indicating  the  filial  sentiments,  of  the  Grand  Master, 
and  very  much  to  his  credit,  we  take  space  for  this  extract: 

“ The  majority  of  those  who  were  present  at  the  session  of  Grand- 
Lodge  one  year  ago,  when  you  honored  me  with  the  highest  gift  which 
was  yours  to  grant,  may  recall  the  very  pleasant  incident  of  that 
occasion.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Past  Grand  Master  Nicholson,  my 
aged  father,  whose  thirty-five  years  of  Masonic  life  had  been  an  in- 
spiration to  me,  was  invited  to  a seat  on  the  platform  during  the 
election,  and  his  heart  was  filled  to  overflowing  by  the  sincere  frater- 
nal greetings  extended  by  all  Past  Grand  Masters,  whose  words  of 
congratulation  and  cheer  were  recorded  and  treasured,  and  which,  I 
am  assured,  rendered  it  the  happiest  day  of  his  life. 

“To  me,  his  presence  on  that  occasion  was  an  event  long  hoped 
for,  and  seemingly  God  had  spared  him  to  be  a witness  of  the  great 
honor  which  you  were  to  bestow  upon  his  son." 

In  reporting  dispensations  refused,  the  Grand  Master 
says : 

“ I have  refused  to  grant  dispensations  to  two  lodges  to  appear  in. 
public  on  non-Masonic  occasions,  and  once  denied  permission  for  a. 
lodge  to  attend  divine  service  in  regalia.  I have  been  unable  to  be 
convinced  that  any  Masonic  lodge  can  derive  any  additional  benefits 
by  attendance  upon  religious  service  clad  in  lodge  uniform. 

“I  do  deem  it  proper  and  advisable  that  lodges  as  such,  should 
attend  church  without  any  ostentation  or  display,  and  would  recom- 
mend that  the  practice  be  encouraged.  I am  certain  that  not  only 
much  good  to  the  Craft  would  obtain,  but  also  additional  benefit  would 
ultimately  be  derived  in  the  manifestation  of  more  earnest  zeal  in  dis- 
seminating Masonic  principles.’’ 

We  are  entirely  in  accord  with  the  Grand  Master,  but 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  held  a different  opinion, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge : 

“ Without  questioning  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master  to  withhold 
a dispensation  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself,  we  can  not  concur 
in  his  views  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  brethren  of  a lodge  attending 
church  in  regalia  if  they  so  desire,  when  the  service  is  of  a Masonic 
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character,  in  our  opinion  it  is  made  a Masonic  occasion,  and  from 
the  early  days  when  our  Grand  Lodge  ‘called  off,’  and  in  grand  proces- 
sion marched  to  a church  in  full  regalia  to  listen  to  that  stalwart  old 
parson.  Rev.  Johnathan  Nye,  our  third  Grand  Master,  the  custom 
■adopted  by  some  of  our  lodges  in  observing  St.  John’s  day,  and  others, 
by  listening  to  an  appropriate  address,  in  regalia  or  otherwise,  has 
never  been  questioned  by  this  .Grand  Lodge,  and  while  according  to 
every  brother  the  right  to  his  views  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  action, 
we  do  not  feel  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  attempt  to  interfere  with 
it.” 


The  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Right  Worshipful 
Bro.  Warren  G.  Reynolds,  shows  the  number  of  lodges  to 
be  102,  and  the  membership  10,193, 

The  Grievance  Committee  reports  for  the  third  succes- 
sive time  that  it  had  nothing  to  consider  and  no  report  to 
submit. 

Past  Grand  Master  Marsh  G.  Perkins  presents  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  a review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  fifty-three  Grand  Lodges,  and  North  Carolina 
to  our  regret  is  not  of  the  number,  although  Brother 
Perkins  fails  to  put  her  in  the  list  of  lost  or  strayed. 

W.  Scott  Nay,  J I.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Warren  G.  Reynolds,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


VICTORIA— 1899. 

At  Melbourne. 

POUR  Quarterly  Meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held 
in  March,  June,  September  and  December,  and  the 
Grand  Annual  Festival  on  May  17,  1899. 

At  these  Communications  generally  only  matters  of 
domestic  interest  were  considered,  but  at  the  meeting  of 
June  2 1 st  the  Board  of  General  Purposes  reporting  on  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  anent  Negro 
Masonry  thus  briefly  disposes  of  that  matter: 


APPENDIN'.. 


144 


“ 5.  The  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master  having  referred  to> 
the  Board  for  advice,  a letter  from  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand; 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  Negro 
Masonry,  the  Board  recommended  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand- 
Master  to  reply  that,  as  the  subject  is-  one  that  does  not  affect  this- 
Grand  Lodge,  and  in  view  of  the  impossibility  of  properly  sifting  the 
evidence,  no  action  should  be  taken.” 

At  the  Quarterly  of  September  the  Grand  Lodge  pre- 
sented to.  Lord  Brassey,  whose  term,  of  political  service  in 
the  Colony  was  about  to  expire,  a gavel  which  should 
serve  as  a memorial  of  the  sentiments  of  love  and  esteem 
held  towards  him  by  his  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  the  nomination  of  the  Grand  Master  the  Pro  Grand: 
Master,  A.  J.  Peacock,,  was  elected.  Grand  Master  for  the 
ensuing  Masonic  year. 

Large  amounts  have  been  disbursed  in  the  relief  of: 
Masons,,  their  widows  and  orphans,,  and  still  the  Benevolent 
Fund  grows  apace.  The  Grand  Treasurer,  Very  Worship- 
ful Bro.  W.  P.  Bice,  reports  to  the  credit  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund  ,£6,018  5s.  5d.,  and  to'  the  General  Fund  only 
££7  7s.  od. 

A.  J.  Peacock,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master . 

John  Braim,  V.  IV.  Grand  Sccretary. 


VIRGINIA — 1899. 

122ND  Annual.  Alexandria,  December  13,  14,  15. 

THIS  volume  of  proceedings  contains  the  record  of  a very 
notable  assemblage  of  the  Craft  of  Virginia  in  Grand 
Lodge — the  commemoration  of  the  death  of  George  Wash- 
ington one  hundred  years  after  he  had  been  laid  in  the 
tomb.  The  suggestion  of  the  duty  of  the  Fraternity  to 
hold,  this  solemn  convention  came  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colorado,  was  accepted  by  the  other  American  Grand 
Lodges  and  by  common  consent  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
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ginia  was  selected  to  direct  the  ceremonies.  The  most  dis- 
tinguished Masons  of  America  and  many  from  beyond  sea 
united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  in  making  the 
occasion  a memorable  gathering  in  honor  of  the  greatest 
Mason,  as  one  of  the  brethren  said,  since  King  Solomon’s 
time. 

After  the  opening  of  Grand  Lodge  the  Grand  Master, 
Bro.  R.  T.  W.  Duke,  Jr.,  introduced  the  distinguished  vis- 
itors who  delivered  brief  addresses.  Grand  Master  Duke 
thus  began  his  introductions,  and  we  reproduce  what  he 
says  of  Past  Grand  Master  Drummond,  of  Maine,  because 
the  sentiments  will  be  universally  endorsed: 

■ “ My  Brethren  : The  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  is  now  honored 

in  a manner  never  before  known  in  its  history.  Gathered  here  today 
to  do  honor  to  the  most  illustrious  son  of  America  and  the  most  illus- 
trious of  Virginia  Masons,  we  have  not  only  representatives  from 
nearly  every  State  of  the  Union,  but  the  Grand  Masters  and  Grand 
Secretaries  of  many  of  our  Grand  Lodges,  and  in  additon  to  this  we 
have  Grand  Officers  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  and  a representa- 
tive from  Belgium. 

“I  can  not  put  in  words  the  emotions  that  till  me  when  I realize 
the  presence  of  these  distinguished  Masons,  nor  can  I commence  the 
formal  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge  without  giving  you  an  opportu- 
nity to  see  and  hear  them.  I shall  attempt  to  call  them  in  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  States,  in  order  that  I may  neglect  none,  and  if 
perchance  I should  fail  to  call  any  Grand  Lodge,  I earnestly  request 
that  its  representative  will  honor  us  by  informing  me  of  my  omission. 

“ But  first  of  all  I wish  to  call  upon  one,  whom  Masonry  delights 
to  honor,  the  most  erudite  and  accomplished  Masonic  scholar  our  cen- 
tury has  known,  the  charm  of  whose  personality  and  the  strength  of 
whose  character,  coupled  with  the  conservative,  calm,  judicial  mind, 
has  made  him  not  only  beloved,  but  a power  of  usefulness  throughout 
the  whole  Masonic  Fraternity'. 

“ I have  never  met  him  before  tonight,  though  I have  known  him 
for  years,  and  whenever  in  doubt  as  to  any  Masonic  matter,  I have 
turned  to  his  teachings,  and  have  felt  that  when  I accepted  them  as 
finalities  I had  done  that  which  no  Mason  could  fail  to  approve.  I 
introduce  to  you  Most  Worshipful  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Maine,  but  the  property'  of  no  Grand  Lodge,  no 
matter  where  he  owes  his  allegiance,  for  he  belongs  to  us  all.” 
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In  the  opening  of  his  annual  address  the  Grand  Master 
welcomed  the  visiting  brethren  in  these  cordial  and  elo- 
quent words: 

“ And  here  I turn  to  the  distinguished  representatives  of  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  bid 
them  a hearty  and  unfeigned  welcome.  Brethren — I will  not  call  you 
guests — you  are  ours,  of  us,  part  of  us,  no  matter  from  whence  you 
come — Maine  and  California,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Florida,  Bel- 
gium and  Victoria,  East,  West,  North,  South.  Here  I hail  you  as  from 
no  foreign  clime,  for  Freemasonry  is  but  one  country,  knows  but  one 
latitude.  Our  love,  our  gratitude,  destroys  barriers,  obliterates  all 
lines.  You  are  in  your  own  home.  Some  have  doubted  the  preroga- 
tive of  Grand  Masters  to  make  Masons  at  sight,  but  no  one  dare  ques- 
tion the  power  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Virginia  when  he 
makes  you  now  and  at  sight,  one  and  all,  Virginia  Masons,  and  bids 
you  enter  your  own  home  and  occupy  as  you  will.” 

Eleven  decisions  are  reported  and,  with  the  exception 
of  No.  6,  seem  to  be  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law.  This 
decision  declares  that  “two  lodges  can  not  consolidate.” 
In  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  these  unions  of  two  lodges 
often  take  place,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  Craft,  and  it  is 
not  apparent  why  the  consolidation  of  two  weak  and  con- 
tiguous lodges  should  be  forbidden  in  Virginia. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  269,  with  a membership  of 
12,836. 

The  .Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  J.  W. 
Eggleston  and  is  crisp  and  readable,  like  that  of  last  year. 

The  Grand  Master  is  Most  Worshipful  Bro.  George  W. 
Wright,  whose  portrait  forms  the  frontispiece. 

Geo.  W.  Carrington,  R.  IV.  Grand  Secretary. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA— 1899. 


35TH  Annual. 


Martinsburg 


November  151H. 


HIS  bulky  volume  of  proceeding's  contains  the  trans- 


■ actions  of  thirteen  Special  Communications,  the  doings 
of  the  Annual  Communication,  a roster  of  the  lodges  and 
a roll  of  the  membership,  and  the  report  on  correspondence. 
This  last  department  appropriates  281  of  the  553  pages. 
The  volume  is  ornamented  with  the  likenesses  of  Past 
Grand  Master  G.  W.  Atkinson,  Grand  Lecturer  Dr.  John 
M.  McConihay  and  Grand  Master-elect  Neil  Robinson. 
Short  biographies  of  these  brethren  are  appended.  The 
Special  Communications  were  called  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
stituting lodges  and  installing  their  officers,  and  for  laying 
corner-stones. 

The  Grand  Representatives  were  received  with  the 
grand  honors,  Bro.  G.  W.  Atkinson  appearing  for  North 
Carolina. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Joseph  Hall  is  lengthy, 
covering  about  sixty  pages  and  requiring  two  hours  and 
twenty  minutes  for  its  reading,  but  it  discusses  every  topic 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  gives  full 
account  of  the  administration  of  affairs. 

After  the  rasping  they  received  from  the  Grand  Master 
last  year  the  District  Deputies  were  more  prompt  in 
forwarding  their  reports,  although  three  of  the  number 
were  somewhat  tardy. 

The  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions  are  tenderly 
referred  to  and  special  tribute  paid  to  the  memory  of  Past 
Grand  Master  A.  M.  Evans. 

Special  dispensations  granted  and  refused  are  reported. 
Among  the  latter  was  the  refusal  to  permit  a lodge  to  issue 
a begging  circular  to  recoup  itself  for  the  loss  of  its 
property  by  fire. 

Three  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  lodges 
are  reported. 
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Twenty-four  decisions  are  reported,  and  one-third  of 
these  are  disapproved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
whose  report  was  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge.  We  think  the 
Committee  is  right.  In  passing'  on  the  Grand  Master’s 
findings  the  Committee  says  in  part : 

“ In  passing  upon  his  work  your  Committee  has  confined  itself 
more  particularly  to  those  matters  coming  under  the  head  of 
'Decisions,’  numbered  from  one  to  twenty-four,  preferring  for  want  of 
time  to  allow  all  other  matters  in  the  nature  of  decisions  of  Masonic 
Law  (and  they  are  numerous)  to  stand  in  the  particular  case  to  which 
they  are  applicable,  without  affirming  or  denying  their  correctness.” 

The  Grand  Master  warns  the  lodges  against  admitting 
as  visitors  the  clandestine  Masons  hailing  from  the  neigh- 
boring jurisdiction  of  Ohio. 

Physical  qualifications  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Master,  possibly  to  the  extent  of  making  some  of  the 
brethren  feel  tired,  but  he  himself  was  very  much  alive  to 
the  dangers  of  admitting  to  the  privileges  of  Masonry  those 
flat-footed,  knock-kneed,  or  bow-legged  fellows  who  might 
be  squeezed  through  by  the  provisions  of  Edict  No.  8,  and 
he  urges  its  repeal: 

‘‘Brethren,  I am  of  the  opinion  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
this  Grand  Lodge  should  retrace  her  steps  in  this  respect,  expunge 
from  her  Book  of  Law  Edict  No.  8,  and  every  decision  therein  that 
does  not  conform  to  the  original  plan  of  Masonry,  and  the  Constitu- 
tions of  our  Order,  and  such  as  were  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge  at 
its  organization  and  enforced  the  first  sixteen  j^ears  of  her  existence  by 
her  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Masters.” 

Under  the  head  of  “Promotion  in  Office”  the  Grand 
Master  speaks  out  in  meeting  of  the  evils  arising  from  the 
accepted  and  easy  transit  from  the  South  to  the  East,  and 
urges  vigorously  that  the  only  way  to  correct  the  ignorance 
sometimes  found  in  the  presiding  lodge  officer  is  to  elect 
only  capable  brethren  to  occupy  the  Wardens’  station.  We 
are  with  the  Grand  Master  in  this  matter,  but  the  lodge  is 
going  to  do  as  it  pleases  and  it  isn’t  worth  while  to  worry 
about  it. 
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The  use  and  abuse  of  the  black  ball  also  attract  the 
Grand  Master’s  attention. 

In  the  matter  of  the  establishment  of  a Masonic  Home 
the  committee  reports  that  the  $2,000  appropriated  last 
year  is  placed  upon  interest  and  that  no  further  donations 
have  been  made,  and  it  therefore  asks  for  further  time. 

The  Grand  Master  is  in  favor  of  opening  the  lodge 
rooms  to  the  Chapters  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  recommends 
that  Grand  Lodge  take  action  on  it  at  this  session,  but  we 
fail  to  find  any  record  of  such  action. 

The  usual  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Secretary  followed  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master.  The 
former  showed  a balance  in  the  treasury  of  $5,598.45. 

The  number  of  lodges  on  the  roll  is  119  and  the  mem- 
bership 6,567. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  G.  W.  Atkinson,  and 
is  a credit  to  him  and  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  wonder  is 
that  he  was  able  to  review  the  proceedings  of  sixty-four 
Grand  Lodges  and  turn  out  an  octavo  volume  of  nearly  300 
pages  in  six  weeks,  or  thirty-six  working  days.  The  work 
speaks  for  itself  and  we  will  take  his  word  as  to  the  matter 
of  time  devoted  to  it.  He  thus  concludes  his  “concluding 
remarks” : 

“ After  thanking  my  brethren  of  the  ‘reportorial  corps’  for  their 
unexceptional  kindnesses  to  my  Grand  Lodge  and  to  myself  also,  I 
beg  to  add  this  parting  remark:  The  pay  for  doing  this  sort  of  work 
by  the  different  Grand  Lodges  (with  a very  few  exceptions)  is  totally 
inadequate.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  go  out  ‘on  a strike.' 

“ I have  been  at  work  on  this  report  for  six  weeks,  and  am  so 
tired  that  I can  scarcely  write  myself 

Fraternally  and  truly  yours,” 

Neil  Robinson,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

G.  W.  Atkinson,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
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WISCONSIN— 1900. 


56TH  Annual, 


Milwaukee, 


June  12, 


HE  opening  of  Grand  Master  Charles  E,  Whelan’s 


■ address  is  a very  earnest  appeal  to  the  individual. 
Mason  to  so-  live  as  to  bring  no  discredit  to,  the  Craft,,  or  to 
himself. 

The  condition  of  the  Fraternity  is  thus  told  by  the 
Grand  Master; 

“ The  year  has  shown  a conservative,  healthful  growth  in  the 
Fraternity.  Without  the  so-und  of  trump  or  ostentation  of  any  kind 
the  Fraternity  today  is  richer  by  198  members  than  it  was  a year  ago. 
Not  a large  number,  to  be  sure,  but  the  very  smallness  of  the  net 
addition  is  a demonstration  of  the  general  care  exercised  to  maintain 
the  Masonic  doctrine  of  non-solicitation  and  guarding  of  the  outer 
door.  Today  the  membership  is  reported  by  the  Grand  Secretary  as 
1.7,619.” 

The  necessity  of  taking  the  initial  step  in  the  formation 
of  a Home  Fund  is  very  eloquently  presented  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  a plan  suggested  for  making  a beginning.  The 
ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star  are  very  zealous  helpers  in  this, 
proposed  enterprise,  as  they  are  in  everything  else  that  is 
good,  God  bless  them ! To  put  the  matter  in  working  shape. 
Past  Grand  Master  G.  W.  Washburn  introduced  a resolution 
looking  to  the  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge  of  $100  a 
year  for  twenty-five  years,  and  a per  capita  assessment  of 
one  penny  a year  upon  the  membership  for  a like  period., 
the  funds  so  collected  to  be  safely  invested.  Grand  Lodge 
looked  askance  at  the  proposition,  and  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  four  principal  officers  for  report  at  the  next 
Annual  Communication.  Pending  that  report  the  Grand 
Secretary  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  inclinations  of  the 
constituent  lodges. 

The  halls  of  four  lodges  are  reported  to  have  been 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  presumably  without  insurance,  as 
the  remission  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  is  recommended  for  all, 
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and  permission  given  to  one  to  appeal  for  aid  to  the  Craft 
of  the  State. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, Right  Worshipful  Bro.  J.  W.  Laflin,  should  have  a 
vacation  of  two  months,  and  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the 
recommendation  with  g'enerous  alacrity. 

In  his  report  of  the  disbursement  of  funds  for  the 
relief  of  the  brethren  who  suffered  in  the  cyclone  disaster 
at  New  Richmond  in  June,  1899,  the  Grand  Master  men- 
tions one  lodge  which  refused  to  contribute  a cent  for  their 
sorely  stricken  brethren.  Better  far  would  it  have  been  for 
this  lodge  to  have  depleted  its  treasury,  and  for  its  members 
to  have  emptied  their  pockets,  than  to  have  made  this  record 
of  mean  parsimony. 

The  Grand  Master  declaimed  against  “political  meth- 
ods ” in  Masonic  lodges,  and  Grand  Lodge  issued  an  edict 
forbidding  wire-pulling  and  making  slates,  but  the  brother 
with  the  ambition  often  has  the  brains  also,  and  is  pretty 
sure  to  “ get  there,”  edict  or  no  edict. 

All  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were-  approved, 
after  some  paring,  except  two  said  to  be  in  conflict  with 
former  edicts.  One  of  those  approved,  and  the  only  one 
that  seems  to  us  very  far  wrong,  is  that  marked  15  : 

“ 15.  A brother  excluded  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  liable  for  all 
dues  which  have  accrued  during-  his  exclusion  before  he  is  entitled  to 
reinstatement. 

Among  the  Grand  Representatives  was  Past  Deputy 
Grand  Master  E.  J.  Farr,  doing  the  honors  for  North 
Carolina. 

The  Trustees  of  Grand  Lodge,  after  examination  of 
the  books  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  report 
the  net  assets  of  Grand  Lodge  to  be  $13,987.93,  and$7,763.8s 
of  this  is  in  cash. 

The  number  of  chartered  lodges  is  241,  and  the  mem- 
bership 17,709,  a net  increase  of  197. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Aldro  Jenks  is  a review  of  the  transactions  of  fifty-eight 
Grand  Lodges,  and  we  are  sorry  that  North  Carolina  is  not: 
in  it.  Brother  Jenks  writes  clearly  and  vigorously,  but 
always  kindly,  and  we  take  this  extract  from  his  “con- 
clusion ” in  reference  to  the  Correspondence  Reports,,  as. 
showing  what  he  thinks  and  how  he  tells  it : 

“ These  reports  are  not  as  generally  read  as  they  should  be. 
Nevertheless,  we  consider  them  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  Craft. 
They  are  read  by  the  best-informed  members  in  each  jurisdiction,  who. 
are  thus  enabled  to  ‘see  oursel’s  as  ithers  see  us.’  We  have  in  every 
Grand  Lodge  numerous  well-meaning,  energetic,  enthusiastic,  ill- 
informed  brethren  who,  influenced  by  ideas  they  have  imbibed  in  other 
secret  organizations,  desire  to  make  Masonry  ‘progressive,’  and  intro- 
duce innovations  patterned  after  features  in  these  other  organizations 
which  answer  well  enough  in  the  body  in  which  they  originated,  but 
which  are  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit,  teachings  and  traditions  of 
Freemasonry.  Nothing  so  tends  at  the  present  time  to  lop  off 
excrescences  of  this  character,  and  to  keep  Masonry  in  the  old  beaten, 
paths,  as  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  the  writers  of  Foreign  Corre- 
spondence Reports.  No  Grand  Lodge  is  or  can  be  insensible  to  it.” 

C.  C.  Rogers,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

J.  W.  Laflin,  R.  IV  Grand  Secretary. 


WYOMING- 1 900 

26th  Annual,  Green  River,  September  5. 

PORTRAITS  of  Ed.  F.  Stahle,  Grand  Master  in  1894, 
and  of  the  outgoing  Grand  Master,  E.  P.  Bowman, 
appear  in  the  volume  and,  according  to  a resolution  adopted 
and  reported  on  page  177  of  the  proceedings,  are  in  art 
phrase  “half-tones.” 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Bowman  is  short,  only 
ten  pages,  but  is  in  good  taste,  well  written  and  as  full  of 
matter  as  many  papers  of  the  kind  occupying  much  more 
space. 
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He  reports  a Special  Communication  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  the  corner-stone  of  Science  Hall  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity, at  Laramie ; that  he  visited  all  but  two  of  the  lodges, 
and  found  them  in  good  condition ; and  that  the  foreign 
relations  are  harmonious. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  having  failed,  at  its 
session  of  1900,  to  explain  the  ambiguous  position  assumed 
in  1899  upon  the  disturbing  question  of  Negro  Masonry, 
Grand  Master  Bowman  calls  attention  to  the  omission  and, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  a Special  Committee  consisting 
of  Brothers  Kuykendall,  C.  N.  Potter  and  William  Daley 
for  report  at  the  Annual  Communication  of  1901. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  seem  to  us  entirely 
sensible  and  in  accord  with  Masonic  law  and  the  Jurispru- 
dence Committee  and  Grand  Lodge  approved  them. 

His  recommendation  to  codify  the  by-laws,  reso- 
lutions and  decisions  of  Grand  Lodge  and  publish  them 
together  with  the  constitution  into  one  volume,  properly 
indexed,  met  with  prompt  approval;  but  his  recommenda- 
tion of  making  the  prosecution  of  the  whiskey  business  a 
bar  to  entrance  into  the  Craft  failed  of  sufficient  support. 
This  is  only  a temporary  back-set ; the  time  is  coming,  and 
speedily,  when  Masonry  will  be  absolutely  divorced  from 
the  saloon. 

A Masonic  Home  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Master,  as  it  had  that  of  its  predecessor,  but  the  Special 
Committee  to  which  it  was  referred  reported  adversely,  and 
the  report  was  adopted.  We  certainly  commend  this  action. 

We  find  from  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  that 
there  are  16  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  and  a membership  of 
1,098,  an  increase  of  54. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  presented  by 
Bro.  W.  L.  Kuykendall,  and  we  rejoice  that  he  has  entirely 
recovered  from  his  severe  illness  and  is  able  to  take  his 
place  at  the  Round  Table.  With  his  native  horse-sense  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  fictions  of  the  Masonic 
39 
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story,  he  punctures  many  a bubble  and  shows  its  emptiness. 
This  report  is  a model  of  brevity  and  fullness.  North 
Carolina  for  1900  receives  kindly  notice,  Grand  Master 
Noble  gets  a jab  occasionally  and  this  writer  is  placed  under 
obligation  for  pleasant  reference. 

Brother  Kuykendall  makes  this  statement  to  his 
brethren  of  Wyoming  as  to  his  labors  on  their  behalf  in  the 
department  of  Correspondence,  and  we  endorse  it  all: 

“ As  lodges  and  membership  increase  letter  correspondence  natu- 
rally grows  larger.  My  report  on  correspondence  has  been  completed 
and  is  ready  for  the  printer.  As  heretofore,  I have  quoted  a few 
decisions  rendered  by  Grand  Masters  and  approved  by  the  various 
Grand  Lodges,  believing  that  such  are  of  material  benefit  in  enabling 
readers  of  the  report  and  those  who  have  cause  officially  to  ascertain 
how  other  jurisdictions  stand  upon  questions  of  greater  or  less 
importance,  adding  my  own  comments  thereon.  Under  each  State 
heading  will  be  found  a synopsis  of  what  is  being  done  in  each 
jurisdiction,  including  proposed  legislation  adopted  and  in  some  cases 
disapproved.  Reports  on  correspondence  are  well  worthy  the  careful 
study  of  every  Mason  who  has  the  opportunity  to  peruse  them,  as  the}' 
are  the  vehicles  of  thought  and  expression  upon  every  Masonic 
subject,  more  especially  upon  those  of  the  greatest  importance  wherein 
differences  of  opinion  exist.” 

C.  H.  Townsend,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

W.  L.  Kuykendall,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
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CELEBRATION  OF  ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 


OF 

HIRAM  LODGE  Xo.  40. 


PURSUANT  to  resolution  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40  to 
celebrate  its  one-hundredth  anniversary,  the  lodge 
having  been  chartered  December  18,  1800,  the  following 
Committee  was  appointed  with  full  power  to  act  in  the 
premises:  F.  H.  Busbee,  Chairman , W.  W.  Parish,  W.  H. 

Bain,  W.  S.  Primrose. 

At  the- same  time  John  Nichols  was  appointed  as  a 
Committee  of  one  to  prepare  a history  of  the  lodge  for  the 
one  hundred  years  of  its  existence. 

The  above-named  Committee  determined  that  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  to  be 
invited  to  participate  in  the  exercises  of  this  interesting 
occasion  and  decided  to  hold  the  same,  if  the  way  should 
be  clear,  on  the  first  evening  of  the  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge,  January  8,  1901.  In  meeting 
of  the  Committee,  Chairman  F.  H.  Busbee  was  requested 
to  take  charge  of  the  collation,  W.  W.  Parish  of  finances, 
and  W.  S.  Primrose  of  speakers  for  the  occasion. 

On  the  evening  of  January  8,  1901,  the  Grand  Lodge, 
after  the  transaction  of  necessary  initial  work,  gave  way 
for  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  and  at  9 o’clock  the  lodge  was 
called  from  refreshment  to  labor,  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  remaining  as  visiting  brethren  and  guests. 
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ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 


The  following  officers  of  the  lodge  served,  as  mentioned 
below : 


W.  W.  Parish 

Thos.  W.  Brake; 

C.  P.  Snuggs 

E-  B.  Thomas 

H.  A.  Brand 

Henry  Harris... 
S.  W.  Warker  ... 
Anderson  Betts 


.Worshipful  Master. 
.Senior  Warden,  pro  tern. 
.Junior  Warden,  pro  tem. 
.Secretary. 

.Treasurer,  pro  tem. 
.Senior  Deacon,  pro  tem. 
..Junior  Deacon,  pro  tem. 
.Tiler. 


The  lodge  having  been  opened  in  due  form,  Wor- 
shipful Master  W.  W.  Parish  spoke  as  follows  : 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master , Wardens,  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

and  Visiting  Brethren: 

As  Master  of  Hiram  Dodge  No.  40,  I bid  you  a glad  welcome  to 
this  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  our  organization. 

Coming  as  we  do  to  this  ripened  age,  at  the  auspicious  time 
when  we  have  just  closed  the  nineteenth  century  and  entered  upon 
the  twentieth,  it  is  specially  gratifying  to  us  to  have  such  distinguished 
guests  and  worthy  Master  Masons  to  participate  with  us  on  this  event- 
ful occasion. 

Brethren,  you  have  just  been  called  from  labor  to  refreshment. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  demonstrate  this  fact  immediately  upon  the 
close  of  the  exercises  in  this  hall. 

We  bid  you  a hearty  welcome,  one  and  all. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Primrose,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Program,  wi  1 
now  announce  the  speakers. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Busbee,  Past  Worshipful  Master  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  and  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina,  addressed  the  lodge  as  follows  : 

Worshipful  Mastei  and  Brethren  : 

In  the  name  of  our  beloved  mother,  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  it  is  my 
pleasant  office  to  echo  most  cordially  the  welcome  our  Master  has 
extended.  We  have  delayed  the  celebration  of  our  centennial  anniver- 
sary for  a week  or  more,  in  order  that  we  might  have  with  us  as  our 
honored  guests,  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

This  is  surely  appropriate  ; for  owing  to  the  location  of  Hiram 
Lodge  at  the  capital  of  the  State  for  an  hundred  years,  its  record  has 
been  more  intimately  interwoven  with  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge  than 
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that  of  any  of  its  fellows.  This  will  be  demonstrated  by  the  eminent 
Mason,  Past  Grand  Master  Nichols,  who  will  later  sketch  the  salient 
points  of  its  history.  In  sunshine  and  storm,  in  peace  and  war,  for 
full  one  hundred  3 ears  our  pathways  have  lain  side  by  side.  May  God 
grant  there  may  never  be  a severance  ! 

Born  in  the  dying  hours  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  existence 
of  the  lodge  is  coincident  with  the  most  remarkable  cycle  in  the 
annals  of  the  human  race.  Even  now,  after  the  nineteenth  century 
has  passed  into  history,  we  can  but  feebly  comprehend  the  matchless 
record  of  its  achievements. 

The  lodge  was  born  amid  the  troubled  scenes  that  followed  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Except  in  the  vicinity  of  Albe- 
marle Sound,  Newbern,  Wilmington,  Halifax,  Hillsboro,  Salisbury 
and  a few  scattered  settlements,  North  Carolina  was  almost  an 
unbroken  wilderness.  When  that  eminent  patriot,  W.  R.  Davie,  as 
Grand  Master  affixed  his  name  to  the  charter  the  tracks  of  the  antlered 
buck  could  still  be  discovered  near  the  sassafras  which  marked  the 
deer  stand,  and  which  is  still  standing  near  the  South  entrance  of  the 
capitol  square. 

It  would  hardly  be  a fair  comparison  to  contrast  the  condition  of 
a country  on  the  outward  frontier  of  civilization  as  North  Carolina 
was  in  1800,  with  the  condition  of  the  State  today.  It  is  more  striking 
if  we  take  the  highest  point  of  civilization  reached  by  any  country  in 
1800,  by  which  to  measure  the  progress  of  the  century. 

In  every  department  of  human  industry  and  activity,  in  every  sci- 
ence and  industrial  art,  the  advance  has  hardly  been  short  of  the 
miraculous.  The  wealthiest  and  most  favored  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  in  January,  1800,  in  his  comforts,  his  luxuries,  his 
general  knowledge  of  nature  and  her  hidden  lawTs,  wTould 
make  a pitiful  contrast  with  the  plainest  workmen  of  today.  In  place 
of  the  lumbering  stage  coach  at  five  miles  an  hour  we  see  the  Pull- 
man sleeper  with  a regular  schedule  of  fifty  miles.  The  sailing  vessel 
is  supplanted  by  that  wonder  of  naval  architecture,  the  triple-screw 
ocean  steamship;  the  frigate  or  man-of-war  by  the  armored  cruiser,  and 
its  numerous  but  ineffective  armament  by  the  thirteen-inch  gun  with 
its  range  of  more  than  ten  miles;  the  tallow  candle  can  no  longer 
“throw  its  beams,  ” in  the  effulgence  of  the  electric  light;  the  horse, 
the  wind-mill  and  the  imperfect  water-wheel,  are  mere  toys  when  com- 
pared with  the  turbines  through  which  is  rushing  Niagara’s  cataract, 
and  the  throbbing  steam  engines  doing  the  work  of  a continent.  Still 
more  mystical  is  the  wondrous  distribution  of  electric  energy  b}'  wires 
extending  many  miles  from  the  source  of  its  power.  The  flint  and 
steel  musket  is  transformed  into  the  telescopic  magazine  gun,  with  its 
range  of  more  than  a mile  and  a half.  Instead  of  the  foreign  letter, 
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requiring  months  for  an  answer,  the  cablegram  is  sent  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth  while  we  wait  for  a reply.  By  a short  conver- 
sation with  a man  a thousand  miles  distant,  the  man  will  buy  or  sell 
more  grain  in  an  hour  than  the  world  raised  in  1800.  The  scythe 
yields  to  the  reaping  machine.  The  flail  upon  the  threshing  floor, 
with  flails  in  the  hands  of  sturdy  peasants,  has  given  place  to  the 
steam  threshing  machine.  The  group  seated  around  the  pile  of  cotton, 
laboriously  picking  out  the  seed,  has  vanished  into  almost  forgotten 
memories  amid  the  whirr  of  Whitney’s  gin.  Where  once  the  spin- 
ning-wheel and  the  hand-loom  made  the  cloth  of  the  generation,  the 
smoke  of  cotton  factories  arises  from  ever}'  hill.  The  invention  of 
photography  and  its  useful  adaptations,  the  Hoe  printing  press,  with  a 
capacity  of  seventy  thousand  papers  per  hour,  in  place  of  the  hand 
press  with  seventy,  the  typesetting  machines,  the  various  improve- 
ments in  machinery  for  flour  making,  the  ice  machines,  the  gas 
machines,  the  compressed-air  rock  drill,  the  wire  fencing,  the  use  of 
dynamite  in  blasting,  the  electric  railway — the  list  will  never  close. 
Perhaps  more  important  than  any,  because  the  industries  of  the  world 
are  largely  based  upon  it,  in  place  of  a few  tons  of  charcoal  steel,  devoted 
largely  to  sword  and  gun,  we  see  the  Bessemer  process  turning  out 
ten  millions  of  tons  of  steel  in  a single  year.  Houses,  vessels,  bridges 
— everything  is  constructed  from  this  material.  In  medicine  the  dis- 
covery of  chloroform  and  ether  to  relieve  human  pain,  the  more  recent 
investigations  by  powerful  microscopes  into  the  very  arena  of  nature’s 
secrets,  seeking  out  the  germs  and  causes  of  diseases  (a  science  as  yet 
almost  in  its  infancy);  the  Roentgen  rays,  giving  to  physicians  an 
opportunity  of  looking  through  the  solid  flesh,  and  the  beneficent 
results  of  antiseptic  surgery  and  preventive  medicine  generally, 
have  given  new  hope  to  suffering  humanity. 

In  laws  and  government  equally  great  are  the  changes.  In  the 
lives  of  present  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  men  have  been  hung  in 
North  Carolina  for  simple  larceny,  the  insane  were  chained  to  the 
stone  floors  of  comfortless  jails,  and  treated  as  the  brutes  of  the  field; 
debtors  were  cast  into  prison  like  criminals;  reformatories  were  un- 
thought of;  public  education  was  practically  unknown.  During  the 
last  century  the  inquisition  of  Spain  had  not  ceased  to  light  the  torch 
and  apply  the  rack.  Equally  as  important  as  the  progress  in  the 
world  of  physical  invention,  is  the  enfranchisement  of  human  thought 
from  the  shackles  that  confined  it.  Darwin,  the  great  apostle  of  evo- 
lution, demonstrated  the  truth  of  the  wild  speculation  of  ancient 
philosophers.  Herbert  Spencer  wrought  out  in  detail  the  application 
of  the  theory  of  evolution  to  the  course  of  nature  everywhere,  to 
society,  to  law  and  to  the  history  of  the  humag  race.  The  map  of  the 
world,  at  least  of  a large  part  of  America  and  equitorial  Africa,  of 
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Australia  and  the  Pacific  Islands,  has  been  almost  created  since  the 
century  began. 

Time  does  not  permit  me  even  to  give  a list  of  one-tenth  of  the 
wondrous  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in  the  world,  the  discover- 
ies and  inventions  since  Hiram  Lodge  first  convened  under  the 
Master’s  gavel. 

It  is  well  named  “ Hiram  ” — “exaltation  of  life,’’  one  translator 
gives  it,  or  “most  noble,”  as  the  definition  is  given  by  another.  True  it 
is,  that  while  all  around  has  been  changed,  while  cities  are  scattered 
over  the  country  once  marked  as  the  “ Great  American  Desert,”  within 
the  precincts  of  the  lodge  room,  Masons  have  for  over  one  hundred  years 
without  material  change  met  upon  the  level  and  parted  on  the  square. 
The  three  Great  Lights  and  the  three  lesser  lights  have  never  grown 
dim.  By  the  same  signs  and  tokens  brothers  have  gained  admittance, 
around  the  same  altar  they  have  met,  about  the  lodge  room  the  pro- 
cession of  the  third  degree  unchanged  continues  to  make  its  solemn 
round.  We  trust  that  during  the  century  the  Craft  have  with  equal 
diligence  practiced  the  cardinal  virtues  of  Friendship,  Morality  and 
Brotherly  Love. 

Masonry  combines  the  truest  conservatism  with  the  most  en- 
lightened progress.  No  man  or  set  of  men  can  make  innovations  in 
the  bodj'  of  Masonry,  or  remove  her  ancient  landmarks.  Today  the 
Deacons,  the  Wardens  and  the  Worshipful  Master  perform  their 
appointed  duties  as  did  their  forefathers  for  generations  before  them. 
At  the  same  time,  Masons,  standing  upon  the  threshold  of  a new 
century,  with  hopeful  gaze  into  a future  filled  with  promise,  are  the 
most  progressive  citizens  of  the  world.  They  hold  fast  to  that  which 
is  good,  but  are  ever  ready  to  welcome  every  improvement  in  the  con- 
ditions of  life.  This  great  Fraternity,  originally  called  into  existence 
while  the  traditions  of  the  divine  right  of  kings  held  full  sway,  has 
shown  its  adaptability  to  the  highest  developments  of  democracy,  and 
of  human  rights.  We  honor  it  today  for  the  enemies  it  has  made 
among  the  tyrants  of  the  world.  In  the  infinite  possibilities  which 
the  new  century  opens  up  before  us,  Masons,  my  brethren,  I am  sure 
you  will  be  in  the  vanguard,  striking  blows  for  the  uplifting  of  the 
race,  for  the  promotion  of  education,  for  the  spread  of  true  religion. 

“ Our  Father’s  God,  from  out  whose  hand 
The  centuries  fall  like  grains  of  sand. 

We  meet  today,  united,  free, 

And  loyal  to  our  land  and  Thee — 

To  thank  Thee  for  the  century  done. 

And  trust  Thee  for  the  coming  one. 
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“ Oh  ! make  Thou  us^  through  centuries  long,,. 
In  peace  secure,  in  justice  strong; 

Around  our  gift  of  freedom  draw 
The  safeguards  of  Thy  righteous  law„ 

And  cast  in  some  diviner  mold 
Let  the  new  cycle  shame  the  old,”' 


Bro.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  Worshipful  Master  of  ffm. 
G.  Hill  Lodge  No.  218,  being  called  on  made  the  following 
address : 

Worshipful  Master  and  Brethren  of  Hiram  Lodge  : 

We  are  here  this  evening  to  celebrate  the  one-hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  chartering  of  Hiram  Dodge.  In  these  days  of 
patriotic  anniversary  observances,  when  our  country  twenty-five  years 
ago  celebrated  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  memorable 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  when  later  a few  years  ago  she 
joined  with  the  other  nations  of  the  world  in  the  magnificent  World’s 
Fair  in  the  city  of  Chicago  to  celebrate  the  four-hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  discovery  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  by  Christopher 
Columbus  ; in  these  days  of  hundred-year  anniversaries,  we  are  apt  to 
look  upon  a centennial  anniversary  as  an  ordinary  event,  not  differing 
but  very  little  from  any  other  anniversary.  But  let  us  ask  ourselves 
the  question  what  means  a Centennial,  and  how  does  it  differ  from  an 
ordinary  anniversary  ? Four  centennial  observances  would  carry  us 
back  to  the  discovery  of  America  and  the  Western  Hemisphere  ; 
nineteen  would  carry  us  back  to  the  birth  of  the  Man  of  Gallilee,  who 
gave  up  His  life  on  the  cross  that  we  might  be  saved  from  our  sins  ; 
while  fifty-nine  would  place  us  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the 
Temple,  so  spacious  and  magnificent  in  all  its  apartments,  which  was 
erected  by  Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God, 
at  which  time  our  Order  was  instituted. 

On  the  part  of  William  G.  Hill  Lodge,  and  in  behalf  of  herself 
and  the  other  lodges  in  this  county  who  are  the  daughters  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  I wish  to  tender  their  sincere  congratulations  upon  this  happy 
festal  occasion,  and  to  hope  that  the  future  century  now  begun  may 
be  as  the  past,  one  of  success  and  deeds  well  done.  William  G.  Hill 
Lodge  feels  especially  kind  to  Hiram,  her  mother,  for  like  the  true 
mother,  at  her  organization,  Hiram  Lodge  extended  many  acts  of 
courtesy  and  kindness  to  her,  then  just  beginning  her  existence,  which 
will  always  be  had  in  remembrance. 

The  many  acts  of  kindness,  visitations  of  the  sick,  healing  of 
broken  friendships,  relief  of  distressed  worthy  Master  Masons,  their 
widows  and  orphans,  which  have  been  done  under  the  influence  of  our 
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Order  and  in  the  name  of  Hiram  Lodge  is  nowhere  on  earth  recorded, 
hut  the  record  is  with  our  Heavenly  Father  above  ; and  far  more  im- 
portant than  any  earthly  memorial  is  the  perpetual  record  that  has 
been  made  upon  earth  in  the  results  of  such  works  of  kindness  and 
charity,  which  are  around  us  daily  and  oftentimes  we  know  it  not. 

Worshipful  Master,  again  in  behalf  of  William  G.  Hill  Lodge,  I 
wish  Hiram  Lodge  and  its  members  God-speed  in  their  work  for  our 
Order,  and  sincerest  congratulations  upon  this  occasion. 

Bro.  W.  T.  Harding,  Worshipful  Master  of  Raleigh 
Lodge  No.  500,  was  introduced  and  in  a few  happy  remarks 
announced  that  Rev.  A.  A.  Marshall,  D.  D,,  would  speak 
on  behalf  of  Raleigh  Lodge.  Brother  Harding  said: 

Worshipful  Master^  Wardens  and  Brethren  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40: 

I wish  to  extend  our  most  hearty  congratulations  on  this  the  cel- 
ebration of  j’our  one-hundredth  anniversary,  but  being  conscious  of 
my  inability  to  do  justice  to  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  and  to  this 
important  event,  I have  requested  our  Chaplain  to  speak  for  rne  on 
this  occasion,  and  I take  pleasure  in  presenting  our  Reverend 
Brother  Dr.  A.  A.  Marshall,  Chaplain  of  Raleigh  Lodge  No.  500,  who 
will  now  address  you. 


Dr.  Marshall  spoke  as  follows: 

Worshipful  Master  and  Brethren  of  Hiram  Lodge: 

It  affords  me  pleasure  as  the  representative  of  the  Raleigh  Lodge 
No.  500  to  stand  before  you  on  this  festal  occasion  to  extend  congratu- 
lations upon  the  completion  of  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of 
Hiram  Lodge. 

One  hundred  years  ! While  this  may  not  seem  so  long  a time 
when  measured  by  the  standards  of  European  History,  it  does  seem  a 
long  time  from  the  standpoint  of  American  History,  since  even  the 
establishment  of  our  independent  government  dates  back  not  more 
than  a century  and  a quarter,  so  that  with  us  all  things  seem  ancient 
that  are  so  much  as  one  hundred  years  old.  But  this  lodge  would 
seem  old  indeed  if  her  age  is  to  be  measured  by  the  strange  mutations 
of  history,  and  the  marvelous  advancement  in  science,  and  the  im- 
provement in  mechanical  conveniences  and  public  utilities  that  have 
characterized  the  past  century.  For  never  in  so  short  a period  of  time 
was  so  much  added  to  the  common  heritage  of  humanity.  While,  then, 
from  one  standpoint  Hiram  Lodge  may  be  said  to  be  old,  we  rejoice 
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that  it  is  not  the  advanced  age  of  infirmity  and  decrepitude,- — for  this 
mother  of  lodges  is  still  vigorous  and  fecund,  and  her  strength  sug- 
gests enlarged  forms  of  usefulness,  rather  than  any  contraction  in  the 
sphere  of  dirty.  Indeed,  this  mother  and  grandmother  of  lodges  illus- 
trates in  her  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  years  the  beauty  of  a vigor- 
ous maturity.  For  it  hath  pleased  God  to  make  everything  beautiful 
in  its  season,  so  that  there  is  a beauty  of  age,  no  less  than  a beauty 
of  youth.  Yes,  there  is  a beauty  of  youth  as  there  is  a beauty  of  spring 
time,  when  the  violet  and  crocus  swing  their  incense-laden  cups  in  the 
morning  air.  So  there  is  also  a beauty  of  maturity  as  there  is  a beauty 
of  summer  time,  when  the  whole  earth  is  flecked  with  green,  and  the 
roses  as  queen  of  the  flowers  crowd  upon  the  sward,  and  the  laurel  and 
the  honeysuckle  intertwine  their  blossoms,  while  purple  clusters  of 
grapes  hang  from  vines  that  stagger  under  the  weight  of  their  prom- 
ised vintage,  and  the  luscious  peach  grows  red  from  the  kisses  of  the 
summer  sun,  until  verily  it  seems  from  the  rich  profusion  of  color  as 
if  the  earth  had  robbed  the  storm  cloud  of  its  rainbow  and  set  the  stars 
of  heaven  a-twinkling  in  the  landscape.  This  is  a glad  occasion  when, 
old  in  wisdom  and  experience,  yet  young  in  vigor  and  strength,  you 
meet  to  celebrate  your  one-hundredth  anniversary,  while  as  a dutiful 
daughter  the  Win.  G.  Hill  Lodge  stands  ready  to  do  you  honor,  and 
the  Raleigh  No.  500,  a grand-daughter,  as  yet  hardly  more  than  an 
infant  of  days,  would  as  a child  climb  upon  your  knee  and  twine  a 
flower  in  the  hair  of  her  vigorous  grandmother.  In  behalf  then  of 
Raleigh  Lodge  I congratulate  you  upon  the  completion  of  your  one- 
hundredth  anniversary,  and  wish  for  Hiram  Lodge  an  indefinite  exten- 
sion of  years  of  usefulness. 


It  was  then  announced  that  Bro.  Eugene  S.  Martin,  of 
Wilmington  Lodge  No.  1,  who  had  been  invited  to  speak 
for  the  visiting  brethren,  was  unable  to  be  present  and 
Brother  Primrose  read  his  letter,  expressing  his  warmest 
wishes  for  the  future  prosperity  of  Hiram  Lodge  and  con- 
gratulations on  the  work  accomplished  in  one  hundred 
years. 

Bro.  W.  B.  McKoy,  of  Wilmington  Lodge  No.  319, 
was  then  introduced,  who  made  an  exceedingly  happy  re- 
sponse for  the  visiting  brethren  and  it  is  a matter  of  regret 
that  his  address  can  not  be  given  in  this  record. 

Bro.  T.  B.  Womack,  Senior  Warden  of  Hiram  Lodge, 
was  then  introduced,  whose  address  is  given  below: 
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Most  Worshipful  Master  and  Brethren  : 

It  would  perhaps  be  in  doubtful  taste  for  me  to  acknowledge  that 
I felt  somewhat  rebellious  when  I was  informed  that  I had  been  se- 
lected to  speak  on  this  occasion,  but  knowing  that  when  the  Master 
“sets  the  Craft  to  work  and  gives  them  proper  instruction  for  their 
labor”  it  is  their  duty  to  obey  his  commands,  I am  prepared  to  make 
the  attempt,  though  I feel  my  utter  inability  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  task  with  any  honor  or  credit  to  the  Fraternity;  for,  as  is  well 
known,  I but  recently  sought  to  obtain  Masonic  light  and  was  but  as 
yesterday  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a Master  Mason. 

Fortunately  for  me,  I have  had  the  opportunity  of  reading,  in 
advance,  a portion  of  a most  excellent  historical  sketch  of  Hiram 
Lodge  No.  40,  to  which  you  will  in  a few  moments  listen.  But  in  con- 
templating it,  and  the  great  achievements  which  the  lodge  has  made 
in  its  history  of  one  hundred  years,  and  the  record  of  the  men  who 
have  done  so  very  much  to  make  it  a power  for  good  in  this  commu- 
nity, and  on  looking  into  the  faces  of  this  magnificent  gathering  I can 
but  feel  that  perhaps  the  Master  was  not  wdse  in  selecting  me  to 
further  discuss  these  Masonic  subjects. 

But  before  proceeding  to  do  so  permit  me  to  say  that  as  one  of  the 
officers  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  I desire  to  express  its  grateful  appre- 
ciation to  my  brothers  who  have  just  spoken.  Their  words  of  con- 
gratulation and  commendation  have  done  our  hearts  good,  and  will 
inspire  us  to  attempt  the  achievement  of  greater  undertakings  in  the 
future  than  we  have  accomplished  in  the  past.  My  Brother  Andrews, 
of  Wm.  G.  Hill  Lodge  No.  218,  my  Brother  Marshall,  of  Raleigh  Lodge 
No.  500  and  my  Brother  McKoy,  of  the  city  by  the  sea,  the  home  of 
the  eldest  sister  in  the  jurisdiction,  in  the  name  of  Hiram  Lodge  No. 
40,  I heartily  thank  you. 

It  frequently  happens  that  a new  member  is  more  enthusiastic 
than  those  who  have  had  the  knowledge  of  the  light  for  years.  I am 
frank  to  say  that  I have  spent  as  much  of  my  time  recently  as  my 
engrossing  profession  would  admit,  in  delving,  superficially,  I must 
admit,  into  the  history  of  Masonry,  and  with  an  avidity  and  interest 
which  I seldom  manifest  in  any  cause.  From  an  original  state  of 
absolute  incredulity  as  to  its  ancient  traditions,  and  of  complete 
ignorance  in  regard  to  the  well-established  historical  facts  in  con- 
nection to  its  past  achievements,  I have  become  a zealous  devotee,  and 
feel  it  necessary  to  restrain  my  enthusiasm,  for  I fear  it  would  lead 
me  into  unmerited  praise. 

A most  cursory  examination  into  the  past  achievements  and 
works  of  the  Order  has  shown  me  most  conclusively  that  it  has  existed 
from  the  time  wherein  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  con- 
trary. It  has  shown  me  the  wonderful  manner  in  which  it  has  lived 
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on  and  on  for  centuries,  and  grown  in  power  and  influence  as  the 
years  have  rolled  by;  how  it  has  most  successfully  resisted  prejudice, 
falsehood,  adverse  legislation,  ostracism,  and  even  persecution,  until 
today  it  leads  every  other  society  of  its  character  in  its  membership, 
in  its  superb  record  and  in  the  accomplishment  of  good  to  humanity; 
and  judging  the  future  by  the  past,  no  one  can  foretell  the  boundless 
influences  upon  the  development  of  mankind  it  will  exert  in  the 
future. 

The  salient  and  interesting  points  in  its  history  are  all  well  known 
to  you,  Most  Worshipful  Master  and  Brethren,  but  to  me,  a mere 
novice  in  Masonry,  they  present  a new  and  inviting  field  for  investiga- 
tion and  inquiry.  Bear  with  me  just  a few  minutes  while  I recall  a 
few  of  the  mile-posts  in  Masonic  history. 

My  profession  has  taught  me  in  all  investigations  after  truth,  and 
truth  is  the  first  lesson  we  are  taught  in  Masonry,  to  disregard  all 
matters  dependent  merely  upon  tradition,  legendary  lore  and  evidence 
that  is  purely  hearsay.  While  there  is  a great  temptation  to  the  imag- 
inative mind  to  trace  the  growth  of  the  Order  from  the  mysteries  of 
the  ancients,  the  occultism  of  the  Orient,  through  the  antiquities  and 
legendary  traditions  of  the  Craft  in  Great  Britain  down  to  the  close  of 
the  operative  period  and  the  complete  ascendency  of  speculative 
Masonry  in  1717,  yet,  being  one  with  but  little  imagination,  and  none 
of  the  spirit  of  the  antiquary,  I shall  content  myself  with  reminding 
you  of  only  those  well-known  facts  in  history  which  clearly  and  in- 
dubitably mark  the  Craft  more  ancient  and  honorable  than  any 
kindred  organization. 

I find  that  there  are  in  existence,  or  have  been  in  recent  years,  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  ancient  charges  which  antedate  by  many 
years,  perhaps  centuries,  the  earliest  historical  records  which  have 
been  kept  by  any  lodge.  These  charges  demonstrate  that  while  they 
were  addressed  to  operative  Masons,  they  had  in  view  many  of  the 
aims  and  purposes  that  the  lectures  and  charges  now  given  to  the 
novitiate  seek  to  accomplish.  The  earliest  charges  are  in  the  Ancient 
Black  Letter  and  in  the  peculiar  idioms  of  antiquity.  The  oldest  in- 
cludes 794  lines  of  old  English  verse,  and  was  written  about  the  year 
1390,  while  the  Cooke  manuscript  bears  date  of  only  a few  years  later. 
The  manuscript  known  as  the  Grand  Lodge  manuscript  was  written 
in  1583,  and  consists  of  charges  to  the  Master  and  charges  to  the 
apprentices.  One  of  the  earliest  showing  the  obligations  of  secrecy 
gives,  by  force  of  the  language  used,  abundant  evidence  of  its  threat 
antiquity.  It  is  as  follows: 

*•  The  prevyste  of  the  chambe  tells  he  no  mon, 

Ne  yn  the  logge  whatsever  they  done; 

Whatsever  thou  heryst.  or  syste  hem  do, 

Tell  hyt  no  mon,  whersever  thou  go.” 
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These  ancient  charges  throw  much  light  on  the  ancient  customs  of 
the  Order,  and  from  them,  with  other  well-known  historical  facts,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  while  the  speculative  Masonry  of  the  present  day  was 
not  practiced  in  those  earlier  days,  yet  it  was  of  no  infrequent  occur- 
rence that  the  nobility  and  even  members  of  the  royal  family  sought 
and  obtained  an  insight  into  the  secrets  of  Masonry,  and  gave  to  the 
Order  the  benefit  of  their  prestige  and  power. 

The  earliest  existent  records  of  any  lodge  bear  the  date  of  1599, 
and  tell  with  the  precision  and  accuracy  of  our  records  of  the  present 
day  the  character  of  work  done  in  that  lodge.  One  interesting  entry 
I have  run  across  is  the  excuse  given  for  the  employment  of  a cowan 
to  do  certain  work  that  could  not  be  done  by  the  members  of  the 
Craft.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  participated  in  the  meetings  or 
did  more  than  to  receive  a journeyman’s  (fellow  craft’s)  wages. 

It  is  an  historical  fact  that  long  before  the  twelfth  century  there 
were  in  all  portions  of  Europe  organized  societies  of  builders  that  were 
under  the  peculiar  patronage  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  In  1140  they 
were  specially  sanctioned  by  the  church;  w'hile  on  the  other  hand  the 
act  of  34th  Edward  III,  (1327)  was  the  first  known  legislation  directly 
hostile  to  the  Craft.  If,  however,  the  Knight  Templars  are  regarded  as 
a portion  of  the  Order,  it  is  found  that  in  1307  they  were  subjected  to 
cruel  persecution  and  in  13x2  the  society  was  suppressed.  It  is  one  of 
the  traditions  of  the  Order  that  the  Mother  Kilwinning  Lodge  was 
established  by  Knight  Templars  who  fled  to  Scotland  to  escape  these 
persecutions. 

As  early  as  1646  the  records  showr  that  Mr.  Elias  Ashmole,  a well- 
known  antiquary,  became  an  Accepted  Mason  as  contra-distinguished 
from  a Free  Mason,  having  been  initiated  at  Warrington. 

In  1663  it  seems  that  there  was  held  a general  assemblage  of  the 
Masons  of  England,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  spoken  of  “a  Grand  Lodge,” 
at  which  the  old  constitutions  and  charges  were  revised;  but  it  was  not 
until  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Dajq  1717,  that  the  present  organization  of 
Grand  Lodges  wras  effected.  Prior  to  that  time  every  lodge  was  inde- 
pendent, and  a sufficient  number  of  brethren  meeting  together  were 
empowered  to  practice  all  the  rights  of  Masonry  wdthout  a warrant  of 
constitution.  This  was  regarded  as  inherent  in  them  as  individuals. 
Under  the  ancient  constitutions  they  were  permitted  to  assemble 
annually  and  pass  general  laws  for  their  government,  but 
these  assemblages  did  not  possess  the  power,  either  legislative  or 
judicial,  that  is  now  exercised  by  the  Grand  Lodges. 

With  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  1717, 
there  was  a complete  surrender  to  speculative  or  symbolic  Masonry, 
and,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  no  further  efforts  were 
made  to  use  the  Order  for  the  benefit  and  betterment  of  operative 
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Masons  as  such.  From  that  day  to  this,  barring  the  dissensions  be- 
tween the  Ancients  and  the  Moderns  in  England,  and  similar  dissen- 
sions in  France  between  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Orient  and 
some  little  friction  in  this  country,  the  history  of  Masonry  has  been 
a continued  and  progressive  growth  and  is  an  open  book  known  and 
read  by  all  men. 

Its  beautiful  symbolism,  typifying  in  every  phase  the  beatitudes 
of  life,  teaching  man’s  duty  to  God  and  to  his  fellowman,  has  received 
the  highest  praise  of  thoughtful  man  in  every  civilized  land,  and  its 
emblems,  types,  symbols,  and  most  beautiful  rituals,  have  formed  the 
basis  for  the  secret  work  of  fully  a hundred  organizations,  that  in  more 
or  less  feeble  ways  attempt  to  perform  functions  that  are  peculiarly 
Masonic.  From  that  date  to  this  speculative  Masonry  has  become  the 
most  widely  known  of  all  societies,  and  men  of  almost  every  tongue 
and  creed  meet,  on  the  level,  around  its  common  altar,  where  they 
are  taught  that  the  Holy  Bible  is  given  to  them  as  the  rule  and  guide 
of  faith,  the  square  to  square  the  actions  and  the  compasses  to  circum- 
scribe and  keep  them  within  due  bounds  toward  all  mankind. 

But  the  work  of  Freemasonry  in  the  world  of  action  is  silent  and 
unobtrusive.  It  is  foreign  to  its  purpose,  unworthy  of  its  grand 
traditions  and  honorable  history  that  it  should  seek  to  attract  to  itself 
the  public  gaze.  And  while  its  purposes  have  been  most  ennobling, 
its  deeds  of  charity  and  good  works  have  not  been  heralded  before  the 
world.  The  result  is  that,  though  widely  known,  yet  really  little  is 
known,  outside  of  its  ranks,  of  its  ancient  history,  or  of  its  purposes 
and  objects. 

It  is  no  doubt  largely  due  to  this  fact  that  only  seventy-four 
years  ago  there  sprang  into  existence  in  the  United  States  a political 
party  which  dictated  nominations,  secured  the  election  and  defeat  of 
Congressmen  and  other  high  officers,  and  even  carried  the  electoral 
vote  of  one' of  the  States  of  the  Union  for  its  candidate  for  President. 
This  political  party  had,  practically,  but  one  plank  in  its  platform,  and 
that  was  opposition  to  Masonry  and  a determination  to  secure  its  com- 
plete and  lasting  extermination. 

The  history  of  the  anti-Masonic  party  is  one  of  the  interesting 
incidents  of  the  political  history  of  America.  One  Morgan,  at  Batavia 
in  New  York,  attempted  an  expose  of  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry. 
Instead  of  abiding  by  the  teachings  of  the  Craft,  a few  of  the  enthu- 
siastic members  secured  Morgan’s  abduction,  carried  him  to  Niagara, 
and  he  was  never  seen  again.  Local  lodges,  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
New  York  and  other  adjoining  States,  and  in  fact  all  or  quite  all  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Union,  passed  resolutions  denouncing  any 
participation  in  the  act,  or  in  similar  ones,  on  the  part  of  the  Masons, 
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and  insisting  that  it  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  positive  teachings 
of  our  noble  Order,  as  indeed  we  all  know  it  was. 

But  notwithstanding  these  declarations,  designing  politicians,  for 
their  own  self-aggrandizement,  fanned  the  flarr.e  into  the  most  violent 
fire  of  opposition  to  Masonry.  The  Order  was  denounced  in  the 
severest  terms.  No  falsehood  was  too  glaring,  no  slander  too  vile,  no 
invective  too  severe.  The  maligning  went  to  the  extent  of  falsely 
claiming  that  the  Masonic  obligations  compelled  the  abjuration  by  the 
Mason  of  fealty  to  the  government,  of  love  to  his  farnity  and  of 
obedience  to  his  God.  Few  occurrences  in  our  political  history 
have  caused  such  intense  excitement  or  in  which  partisan  political 
feeling  has  run  higher. 

Be  it  said  to  the  great  credit  of  the  Craft  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  that  their  conduct  during  these 
trying  times  was  so  free  from  blame  or  adverse  criticism  that  it  is  one 
of  the  very  few  jurisdictions  in  which  the  Order  was  not  seriously 
crippled.  The  anti-Masonic  movement  lasted  about  fifteen  years,  from 
1826  to  1841.  An  examination  of  the  statistical  reports  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  shows  the  following  facts: 


NO.  OF  LODGES. 

1790 10 

1800 31  

1810 34 

1820 37 

1830 50 

1840 42 

1850 65 

1900 311 


MEMBERSHIP. 

300 

900 

1,050 

1,150 

1,500 

1,400 

2,000 

II,360 


From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1840  there  were  only 
eight  lodges  less  than  in  1830  and  that  there  was  a total  loss  of  mem- 
bership of  only  one  hundred.  When  these  figures  are  compared  with 
some  of  the  other  jurisdictions  we  see  that  the  voters  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  were  not  as  easily 
carried  away  by  a temporary  political  wave  as  those  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  century  have  been.  I attribute  this,  though,  largely  to  the  fact 
that  the  Masons  of  North  Carolina  were  everywhere  known  to  be  such 
good  men,  law-abiding  and  God-fearing  citizens,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  political  demagogues  to  stir  up  the  people  against  them  In 
Vermont  not  a single  lodge  continued  its  work.  In  Maine  the  Grand 
Lodge  failed  to  meet  for  several  years  and  had  merely  nominal  meet- 
ings in  others.  In  New  Jersej'  the  number  of  lodges  was  reduced  from 
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thirty-three  to  six.  In  New  York  in  1826  there  were  480  lodges. 
In  1835  there  were  but  75,  and  25  of  these  were  in  New  York  City. 

The  extent  of  the  feeling  against  the  Order  may  be  estimated 
when  we  learn  that  Henry  Clay,  who  said  he  had  rather  be  right  than 
President,  felt  it  necessary  to  declare,  while  a candidate  for  the 
presidency  against  Jackson,  that  while  he  was  a Mason  “he  had  never 
acted  in  public  or  private  life  under  any  Masonic  influence,  that  he 
had  long  since  ceased  to  be  a member  of  any  lodge;  that  he  had  voted 
for  Adams,  no  Mason,  against  Jackson,  a Mason,  etc.”  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  the  effect  of  this  declaration  by  Mr.  Clay  upon 
the  voters  of  the  country.  At  all  events,  we  know  that  he  never 
became  President,  while  Jackson,  an  avowed  Craftsman,  was  re- 
elected to  the  presidency,  adding  great  honor  to  his  party,  to  his 
country  and  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

This  movement  resulted  like  all  persecutions  have  done  in  the  past. 
The  Fraternity  came  out  of  it  as  gold  from  the  fire,  purified,  ennobled 
and  better  enabled  to  accomplish  the  great  purposes  for  which  it  was 
created.  In  our  own  Grand  Hodge  we  find  as  one  of  the  beneficial  re- 
sults, the  movement  so  graphically  described  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Nichols  in  his  history  of  Hiram  Lodge,  which  eventually  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  our  noble  orphanage,  and  which  brought  about  the 
reform  legislation  in  regard  to  refreshments.  The  reflex  influence 
undoubtedly  tended  to  draw  good  men  into  the  Order,  for  while  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  number  of  Master  Masons 
in  North  Carolina  only  a little  more  than  doubled,  at  the  end  of  the 
century  the  number  was  six  times  as  large  as  that  of  fifty  years  ago, 
and  twelve  times  as  large  as  one  hundred  years  ago,  when  Hiram 
Lodge  sprang  into  existence.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that 
the  population  of  the  State  somewhat  more  than  doubled  during  the 
last  half  of  the  century,  and  is  now  about  five  times  as  large  as  it 
was  one  hundred  years  ago.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  anti-Masonic  movement  the  Order  has  grown  more  rapidly 
than  the  State  has,  though  the  wide  and  ever  broadening  field  for  in- 
fluence and  effectiveness  is  far  from  being  fully  occupied. 

Time  will  not  permit  of  a more  extended  discussion  of  Masonic 
history,  and  I beg  pardon  for  trespassing  thus  far  on  your  time  and 
patience. 

Let  us  all  hope  that  this  the  beginning  of  the  new  century  is  but 
the  dawn  of  another  day  of  usefulness  in  the  life  of  this  historical  Order 
and  particularly  to  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40.  To  accomplish  this  result 
all  that  is  necessary  is  that  there  should  be  individual  effort  and  indi- 
vidual responsibility,  a determination  by  each  Craftsman  that  his  life 
shall  be  an  exemplification  of  the  tenets  of  the  Order,  meriting  the 
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commendation  of  tlie  Supreme  Grand  Master,  when  he  shall  finally 
call  us  from  labor  to  refreshment. 

•“  Honor  and  shame  from  no  conditions  rise. 

Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies.’' 

With  the  incentive  of  our  past  achievements  behind  us,  the  great 
opportunities  and  inviting  fields  for  labor  appearing  before  us,  we 
shall  be  unworthy  of  our  noble  Order  if  this  century  does  not  show  a 
far  greater  growth  than  that  of  the  last  ; and  while  my  own  Masonic 
life  has  beeu  too  short  to  give  me  any  data  to  enable  me  to  act  as  a 
prophet,  I am  convinced  that  we  have  seen  but  the  beginning  of  the 
good  to  be  accomplished  by  our  Fraternity,  and  that  the  future  has  in 
store  a greater,  brighter  and  more  honorable  record  than  the  most 
vivid  imagination  can  foresee. 

Bro.  Jno.  Nichols,  Past  Master  of  Hiram  Lodge  and 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodg'e  of  North  Carolina, 
was  next  introduced,  who  gave  in  part  as  time  permitted, 
the  following  admirable  historical  sketch  of  Hiram  Lodg'e 
from  the  date  of  its  charter: 

Some  months  ago  I was  requested  by  my  brethren  to  prepare  a 
brief  history  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  and  after  carefully  considering 
the  matter,  I finally'  consented  to  comply  with  their  wishes.  But  had 
I foreseen  the  difficulties  that  would  have  to  be  overcome  to  enable  me 
to  do  anything  like  justice  to  the  subject,  I should  have  been  deterred 
from  assuming  the  task. 

The  history  of  Hiram  Lodge  is  so  closely'  interwoven  with  that  of 
the  Grand  Lodge, — both  having  been  located  in  Raleigh  for  a century, 
or  more, — that  it  will  be  impossible  to  give  an  intelligent  recital  of  the 
former  without  frequent  allusions  to  the  records  of  the  latter.  I shall 
not  attempt  to  give  any  account  of  the  introduction  of  Masonry  in  this 
State,  but  will  begin  at  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  first 
Masonic  lodge  in  the  city  of  Raleigh. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Newbern,  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  December,  1792,  William  R.  Davie,  late  Governor  of  this 
State,  and  afterwards  one  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  to  the  Court  of  France,  was  the  Grand  Master  presiding. 
He  was  the  third  Grand  Master,  having  been  preceded  by  Samuel 
Johnston,  former  Governor  of  this  State,  and  thereafter  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ; and  by'  Richard  Caswell,  also  Governor 
of  this  State. 

At  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  charters  were  granted  to  four 
lodges,  to-wit : 

Eagle,  19 — Hillsboro. 
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Raleigh,  20 — Tarboro. 

Democratic,  21 — Raleigh. 

Laurel  Hill,  22 — Richmond  Count}’. 

At  the  same  session  it  was  decided  to  permanently  locate  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  new  capital  of  the  State,  which  had  been  located  on 
Hunter’s  plantation,  in  Wake  County.*  Bro.  Jas.  Banks  in  his  unpub- 
lished Reminiscences  of  Masonry  in  North  Carolina,  says  : 


“ Hitherto  the  towns  of  Hillsboro,  Tarboro,  Newbern  and  Fay- 
etteville had  been  honored  with  the  communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  but  a rival  sprung  into  existence.  Hunter’s  plantation  had 
been  selected  as  the  Capital  of  the  State.  It  was  in  vain  that  Fayette- 
ville built  a new  State  House  to  tempt  the  economical  Fathers  in  the 
Legislature  to  continue  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  there. 
On  the  site  of  the  Capital,  party  spirit  ran  high.  Between  Fayetteville 
and  Raleigh  there  was  a tie  vote.  Timothy  Bloodworth  gave  the  cast- 
ing vote  in  favor  of  Raleigh,  and  he  is  the  same  who  was  honored  by 
being  elected  first  U.  S.  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  The  seat  of 
Empire  was  thus  irrevocably  moved  from  the  Cape  Fear,  and  Raleigh 
became  the  1 City  of  Magnificent  Distances.’  ” 


In  December,  1794,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  for  the  first  time  held  in 
Raleigh.  There  it  has  ever  since  met.  At  this  session  William  R. 


*There  is  an  apparent  discrepancy  in  this  and  the  generally  accepted  statement  of 
other  writers.  I have  endeavored  to  reconcile  the  statements  of  Banks,  Wheeler,  Swain 
and  others,  and  I trust  with  some  degree  of  success.  The  Convention  in  1788,  at  Hills- 
boro, ordained  that  the  seat  of  State  government  should  be  located  within  ten  miles  of 
the  plantation  of  Isaac  Hunter,  in  Wake  County.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
Newbern  in  1792,  a bill  was  passed  to  carry  into  effect  the  Ordinance  of  1788,  and  a com- 
mittee of  nine  appointed  to  select  the  site  and  purchase  the  necessary  land,  not  to 
exceed  one  thousand  acres.  Subsequently  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  pur- 
chased the  land,  keeping  within  the  limit,  from  Joel  Lane;  and  on  this  tract  of  land  the 
new  Capitol  was  to  be  built.  The  Hunter  land  lay  immediately  south  and  west  of  the 
Lane  purchase,  ahd  no  doubt  a portion  of  the  Hunter  land  was  included  in  the  corpor- 
ate limits.  Hon.  Kemp  P.  Battle,  in  his  most  excellent  Centennial  address  in  October, 
1892,  on  the  early  history  of  Raleigh,  seems  to  have  entertained  this  opinion.  Refer- 
ring to  the  location  of  the  Court  House  in  Raleigh,  Mr.  Battle  says:  “The  Com- 

missioners for  building  the  Court  House  and  Jail  were  Joel  Lane,  James  Martin 
and  Theophilus  Hunter.  Judging  from  the  foregoing  names,  it  seems  clear  that  the 
General  Assembly  predetermined  the  site,  because  we  find  that  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Location  owned  the  land  where  the  Court  House  was  built,  and  certainly  two 
others,  his  brother  Joseph  and  Theophilus  Hunter,  were  owners  of  adjoining  planta- 
tions.” And  the  further  fact  that  the  lot  on  which  Masonic  Hall  was  built— donated 
for  that  purpose  by  Theophilus  Hunter — must  have  been  on  the  Hunter  land.  These 
facts  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  dividing  line  between  the  Lane  tract  and  the  Hunter 
land  was  somewhere  south  of  Union  Square,  where  the  State  House  now  stands.  It  is 
possible,  therefore,  that  all  the  writers  referred  to  are  substantially  correct.  Mr.  Battle 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  purchase  of  the  one  thousand  acres  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  for  that  purpose,  which  I would  be  pleased  to  publish  in  this  connec- 
tion, but  it  is  too  lengthy  for  the  space  at  my  command. 
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Davie  was  elected  .Grand  Master.  James  Glasgow,  Secretary  of 
State  ; John  Louis  Taylor,  afterwards  Chief  Justice,  and  William 
Duffey  were  among  the  Grand  Officers  elected. 

At  the  next  session,  1796.  William  R.  Davie  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Robt.  Williams  Grand  Secretary.  It  was  at  this  commu- 
nication of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  it  issued  its  first  charter  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State.  A charter  was  granted  to  brethren  residing  in  the 
town  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  fora  lodge  by  the  name  of  “ Saint  Tammany 
No.  1,  of  Tennessee.” 

On  the  14th  April,  1798,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  University  building. 

I copy  from  the  Proceedings  : 

“ On  the  14th  of  April,  1798,  by  order  of  its  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  a special  Grand  Lodge  was  called  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  express  purpose  of  laying  the  foundation  and  corner- 
stone of  the  principal  College  of  that  Seminary  and  to  join  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  University  in  one  ejaculation  to  Heaven  and  the  Grand 
Architect  of  the  Universe  for  the  auspices  of  His  eternal  goodness  and 
for  the  prosperity  of  learning,  wisdom  and  virtue  of  that  College.” 

Democratic  Lodge,  established  in  1792,  had  a brief  and  inharmoni- 
ous existence.  Its  membership  was  composed  chiefly  of  a few  old  sol- 
diers (Revolutionary)  and  foreigners  who  had  come  to  Raleigh  to  work 
on  the  Capitol  and  aid  in  building  up  the  new  city.  Its  meetings  were 
held  at  a little  hotel  located  at  the  head  of  Fayetteville  street  where 
Turner’s  North  Carolina  Bookstore  was  located  for  many  years,  and 
where  there  is  now  Hicks’  drug  store.  The  hotel  was  known  as 
“ Casso’s  Tavern,”  and  was  kept  by  Peter  Casso,*  a member  of  Demo- 
cratic Lodge. 

The  lodge  was  little  more  than  a club,  and  the  old-fashioned  cus- 
tom of  serving  refreshments  in  a liquid  form  was  one  of  the  chief 
attractions  of  the  meetings  ; and  often,  ’twas  said, 

“ There  was  the  sound  of  revelry  at  night.” 

This  was  during  the  period  of  the  French  revolution  when  Atheism 
had  entered  so  largely  into  the  sentiments  of  the  French  people. 
There  were  sympathizers  with  this  French  sentiment  among  the  for. 
eign  element  of  Democratic  Lodge  ; and  in  consequence  of  this  senti- 
ment there  arose  confusion,  dissensions  and  discord  in  the  lodge. 

One  Rodman  Atkins, f or  ‘‘Rody  Atkins,”  as  he  was  called,  the 


*Some  of  the  descendants  of  Peter  Casso  are  still  living  in  Raleigh,  and  are  among 
our  most  worthy  citizens.  Messrs.  Seymour  H.  and  Chester  G.  Whiting,  merchants  of 
this  city,  Messrs.  Sam  and  Caleb  Coley,  connected  with  Raleigh  & Gaston  Railroad,  and 
Mrs.  William  Bingham,  of  Mebane,  are  his  great-grandchildren  Miss  Susan  Stewart, 
an  elderly  lady,  and  a well-known  resident  of  Raleigh,  is  a granddaughter. 

tRecords  of  Wake  county  (Register. of  Deeds  office),  ‘‘Book  Q,  page  368,”  is  a deed 
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architect  of  the  old  State  House,  was  the  leader  of  the  foreign  element, 
while  Col.  William  Polk,  a pronounced  Churchman,  led  the  home  or 
native  element.  The  consequence  was  that  the  charter  of  Democratic 
Lodge  was  finally  sui'rendered,  and  its  jewels,  regalia  and  furniture 
were  turned  over  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

I have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  date  when  the  charter 
was  surrendered,  but  it  must  have  been  previous  to  1799,  because  the 
record  shows  that  on  March  10th  of  that  year  W.  R.  Davie,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, granted  a dispensation  for  a new  lodge  in  Raleigh  to  be  known  as 
Hiram.  In  December  of  the  same  year  William  Polk  was  elected 
Grand  Master.  On  the  15th  day  of  December,  1800,  the  charter  for 
Hiram  Lodge  No.  40  was  granted,  which  is  as  follows  : 

SIT  LUX  ET  LUX  FUIT. 


(Great  Seal.) 

The  Honorable  William  Polk , Grand  Master. 

To  All  and  Every  our  Right  Worshipful  and  Loving  Brethren: 

We,  the  Most  Worshipful,  the  Honorable  William  Polk,  Esquire, 
Grand  Master  of  the  most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  send  Greeting  : 

Know  ye.  That  We,  at  the  Petition  of  our  Right  Worshipful  and 
well  Beloved  Brethren,  Henry  Potter , John  Marshall  and  Robert  Wil- 
liams and  several  other  Brethren,  residing  at  or  near  the  City  of  Ral- 
eigh in  the  said  State,  Do  hereby  constitute  the  said  Brethren  into  a 
regular  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  be  opened  at  the  City 
of  Raleigh  by  the  name  of  Hiram.  And  do  further,  at  the  said  Peti- 
tion, and  of  the  great  Trust  and  Confidence  reposed  in  the  above  named 


from  Rodman  Atkins  to  David  Stone,  dated  May  3rd,  1797,  which  recites  a consideration 
of  six  hundred  pounds  currency  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  conveys  the  follow- 
ing tract  of  land  : 

“ On  the  south  side  of  Crabtree  Creek,  and  on  both  sides  of  Grassy  branch  and 
joining  the  city  of  Raleigh,  including  two  pieces  of  land  which  the  said  Rodman  Atkins 
bought  the  one  of  Joel  Lane,  late  of  the  same  county  of  Wake,  containing  one  acre,  and 
is  more  particularly  described  by  a deed  therefor  from  the  said  Joel  Lane  to  the  said 
Rodman  Atkins,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  seven' 
teen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  the  other  from  Henry  Lane  of  the  same  last  mentioned 
county,  and  more  particularly  described  by  a deed  from  said  Henry  Lane  for  the  same 
to  the  said  Rodman  Atkins,  bearing  date  the  second  day  of  April,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  for  twenty-two  acres  and  three-quarters  of  an  acre,  which  said  two 
tracts  of  land  by  the  said  two  deeds  are  comprehended  within  the  following  line,  to-wit : 
Beginning  at  two  small  hickories  in  the  line  of  the  city  of  Raleigh  to  the  west  of  Blount 
street,  running  thence  along  said  town  line  east  146  poles  to  a corner  stake,  thence  north 
twenty-six  poles  to  a stake  on  Grassy  branch,  thence  west  146  poles  to  a hickory,  and 
from  thence  south  10  the  beginning,  containing  23  acres  and  % of  an  acre  more  or  less.” 

Stone  conveyed  it  Sept.  10,  1799,  to  Benj.  Williams  for  $1,500.  Q — 141. 

Williams  conveyed  it  Sept.  10,  1799,  to  Wm.  Polk  for  $2,000.  Q — 142. 

It  remained  in  Col.  Polk’s  family  until  the  sale  to  R.  S.  Pullen  of  the  Raynor-Polk 
property  on  May  20,  1868  (recorded  in  Book  26,  page  75). 
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three  Brethren,  hereby  appoint  Henry  Potter,  Master,  John  Marshall, 
Senior  Warden,  and  Robert  Williams,  Junior  Warden,  for  opening  the 
said  Lodge,  and  for  such  further  Time  only  as  may  be  thought  proper 
by  the  Brethren  thereof,  it  being  our  Will,  that  this  our  Appointment 
shall  in  no  wise  affect  any  future  Election  of  officers  of  that  Lodge,  but 
that  the  same  shall  be  according  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Lodge,  and 
consistent  with  the  general  Laws  of  the  Society  contained  in  the  Book 
of  Constitutions,  AND  WE  DO  HEREBY  require  you  the  said  Henry 
Potter,  John  Marshall  and  Robert  Williams  to  take  special  care,  that  all 
and  every,  the  said  Brethren  are  or  have  been  regularly  made  Masons, 
and  that  they  do  perform,  observe  and  keep  all  the  Rules  and  Orders 
contained  in  the  Book  of  Constitutions,  and  also  such  as  may  from 
Time  to  Time  be  transmitted  to  you  by  us,  AND  FURTHER,  that  you 
do,  from  Time  to  Time  cause  to  be  entered  in  a Book,  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  an  Account  of  your  Proceedings  in  the  Lodge,  together 
with  such  Regulations  as  shall  be  made  for  the  Good  Government 
thereof,  a copy  of  which  you  are  in  no  wise  to  omit  laying  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  once  in  every  year,  together  with  a list  of  the  Members 
of  the  Lodge.  That  you  annually  pay  into  the  Grand  Treasury  the 
sum  of  Ten  pounds  toward  the  Grand  Charity.  And  moreover,  We 
hereby  Will  and  require  you  the  said  Henry  Potter,  J ohn  Marshall  and 
Robert  Williams  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  send  an  account 
in  writing  of  what  shall  be  done  by  virtue  of  these  Presents.  Given 
at  Raleigh  under  our  hand  and  seal  of  Masonry  this  15th  day  of  Dec., 
A.  L.  5800,  A.  D 1800. 

Attested.  William  Polk,  Grand  Master. 

Robert  Williams,  John  Louis  Taylor,  D.  G.  M. 

Grand  Secretary.  M.  Stokes,  -S'.  G.  IV. 

John  Winslow,/.  G.  IV 


Col.  Polk  was  re-elected  Grand  Master  in  1800  and  1801.  This 
distinguished  citizen  of  North  Carolina — soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  zealous  Mason,  had  the  distinguished  honor  of  presiding  over 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  his  native  State  at  the  going  out  of  the  old  and 
the  coming  in  of  the  new  century. 


We  now  enter  upon  the  history  of  Hiram  Lodge,  whose  one- 
hundredth  anniversary  we  this  day  celebrate. 

One  hundred  years  is  a long  time  in  the  life  of  individuals.  It  a 
short  time  in  the  history  of  a Nation.  One  hundred  years  is  a short 
time  in  the  history  of  Masonry,  but  a long  time  in  the  existence  of  an 
individual  lodge. 

The  century  just  closed  has  been  the  most  eventful  in  the  history 
of  the  world.  The  advancement  in  the  arts  and  sciences;  the  revolu- 
tions of  Nations;  the  inventions  and  discoveries  of  the  century,  have 
been  of  more  importance  to  the  human  family  than  those  of  almost 
the  entire  eighteen  centuries  that  preceded  it. 

Masonry  has  kept  pace  with  all  the  other  advancements  in  human 
progress — in  its  wmrk  of  Education,  Charity  and  Benevolence.  Of  the 
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thirty-nine  lodges  that  antedated  Hiram  No.  40,  but  ten  remain  in 
existence,  and  of  these  ten  more  than  one-half  have  at  one  time  or 
another  become  dormant  and  been  revived  under  their  old  name  and 
number. 

Hiram  has  never  failed  to  hold  its  regular  monthly  meetings  and 
to  perform  all  its  duties.  At  the  time  of  its  establishment,  although  the 
fortieth  that  had  been  chartered,  there  were  only  about  600  Masons  in 
North  Carolina.  The  records  show7  that  up  to  the  present  time  over 
half  a thousand  lodges  have  been  chartered  in  the  State  and  that  the 
active  membership  is  now  over  twelve  thousand. 

The  original  records  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  up  to  the  year  [826, 
have  been  lost  or  misplaced.  They  have  certainly  not  come  into  my 
possession  after  diligent  inquiry  and  investigation.  The  only  data  I 
have  of  its  early  history  is  such  as  I have  been  able  to  find  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  in  the  publications  of  the  news- 
papers and  other  periodicals  of  that  day. 

The  first  allusion  to  it  that  I have  been  able  to  find,  after  its 
charter  in  the  year  i8co,  was  the  introduction  of  a resolution  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  annual  session  in  1807,  giving  the  jewels  of  the 
old  Democratic  Lodge  to  Hiram  Lodge.  The  resolution  is  as  follows: 


“ Whereas,  It  appears  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  jewels,  furni- 
ture, etc  , which  heretofore  belonged  to  the  Democratic  Lodge,  w7hich 
demised  with  the  said  lodge,  and  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  were  procured  by  many  persons  who  are 
now  members  of  the  Hiram  Lodge,  and  formerly  members  of  the  said 
Democratic  Lodge  ; therefore, 

“ Resolved,  That  the  jewels  and  furniture  which  heretofore 
belonged  to  the  Democratic  Lodge  and  which  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  representa- 
tives of  Hiram  Lodge  for  the  use  of  the  said  lodge.” 


The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  vigorously  opposed  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  Robert  Williams.  As  this  protest  was  the  initiative 
of  the  settlement  of  an  important  legal  question,  which  has  now 
become  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  Masonry  in  North  Carolina, * 


*Art.  IX,  Sec.  3,  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  In  case  of  the  suspension  or  demise  of  any  lodge,  its  property  and  furniture 
of  whatever  kind,  charter,  jewels  and  funds,  snail  become  forfeited  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  Grand  Master  shall  have  power,  either  personally  or  through  an  agent, 
to  collect  and  take  same  into  possession,  together  with  accounts  due,  and  he  shall  be 
authorized  at  his  discretion,  to  sell,  lease  or  rent  real  estate,  or  such  other  property,  or 
lend  to  a lodge  any  part  thereof,  until  the  ensuing  Annual  Communication/  or  he,  may 
restore  such  property  on  the  revival  of  the  lodge.  The  withholding  or  other  disposal 
of  such  effects  will  subject  the  parties  concerned  to  the  severest  penalties. 

The  Grand  Master  is  further  authorized  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to  recove 
such  property  and  funds,  and  to  employ  counsel  to  conduct  the  same. 
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I quote  it  in  full.  Where  there  may  be  some  peculiar  reference  to  the 
assets  of  some  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  which  may  be  interesting 
(perhaps  amusing)  to  some  of  our  young  members,  we  must  remember 
that  conditions,  then  and  now,  are  very  .different. 

The  protest  was  as  follows: 

“ A PROTEST, 

“'Robert  Williams,  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  sole 
representative  from  the  following  lodges,  to-wit,  St.  John,  No.  3, 
Newbern  ; Tennessee,  in  the  town  of  Knoxville,  State  of  Tennessee; 
Newport,  in  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  Green- 
ville, in  the  town  of  Greenville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  Overton,  in 
the  town  of  Rogersville,  State  of  Tennessee.  That  he,  for  himself  and 
in  behalf  of  said  lodges,  severally  enters  this  his  protest  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  to-wit: 

“ ‘ Whereas,  It  appears  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  jewels,  furni- 
ture, etc.,  which  heretofore  belonged  to  the  Democratic  Lodge,  which 
demised  with  the  said  lodge,  and  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  this  lodge,  were  procured  by  many  persons  who  are  now 
members  of  the  Hiram  Lodge,  and  formerly  members  of  the  said 
Democratic  Lodge;  therefore, 

“ 1 Resolved , That  the  jewels  and  furniture  w'hich  heretofore 
belonged  to  the  Democratic  Lodge,  and  which  are  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  representa- 
tives of  Hiram  Lodge  for  the  use  of  the  said  lodge.’ 

■‘That  this  Grand  Lodge  being  by'  legislative  act  an  incorporation 
with  powers  to  sue  and  be  sued;  that  their  entries  in  the  journals  of 
this  lodge  become  evidence  against  them  when  necessary  to  be  used; 
that  this  resolution  is  of  a dangerous  tendency,  because  it  establishes 
a precedent  hereafter  to  be  used  against  them  when  other  lodges 
apply  for  it;  that  it  is  dangerous  in  this;  that  Jerusalem  Lodge  have 
the  right  of  property  to  three  or  four  hundred  dollars;  the  lodge  in 
Halifax  to  nearly  thirty  negroes  ; the  lodge  in  Newbern  to  about  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  one  of  the  lodges  in  Wilmington  to  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  and  upwards,  being  devised  to  them  by  a brother  who  died 
in  some  of  the  West  India  Islands;  that  such  is  within  human  prob- 
abilities that  some  one,  or  the  whole  of  these  lodges,  may  hereafter 
forfeit  their  charters,  and  if  so,  by'  the  2nd  section  of  the  roth  Article 
of  our  Constitution,  the  funds,  furniture  and  jewels  become  vested 
by  every  construction  in  this  Grand  Lodge;  that  a few  brothers  may' 
afterwards  petition  and  obtain  a charter  for  a lodge  to  be  holden  in 
the  same  town  in  which  the  former  lodge  dissolved  was  holden;  that 
such  newly  constructed  lodge  may  by  their  representative  in  like 
manner  as  those  of  the  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  require  the  furniture, 
funds  and  jewels  to  be  delivered  to  them,  because  as  they  may  say  they' 
are  some  of  the  members  of  the  former  lodge  dissolved.  They  would 
claim  it  by  virtue  of  this  precedent;  and  if  this  Grand  Lodge  should 
refuse,  they  may  sue  us  and  recover  it  upon  its  principle  (as  they 
would  say)  that  it  was  established  as  a precedent  by  this  resolution  and 
so  entered  in  our  books.  Our  books  by  the  Courfs  of  Justice  would 
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be  required  to  be  produced,  when  it  will  appear;  and  as  Masonry  is  a 
thing  exemplified  to  the  world  by  its  proceedings  only,  the  courts 
must  then  declare  this  resolution  to  be  a principle  of  our  incorporation. 
That  our  Constitution  is  to  be  explained  by  ourselves  alone,  and  this 
resolution,  the  object  of  this  protest,  is  an  explanation  of  the  said  2nd 
section  of  the  ioth  Article  of  our  Constitution.  The  Courts  of  Justice 
must  declare  the  principle  against  us — holding  any  property  hereafter 
to  be  acquired  by  the  dissolution  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges  when 
accompanied  by  facts,  which  bring  it  within  the  broad  rule  of  this 
resolution. 

“ I for  myself  and  as  the  sole  representative  of  the  lodges  afore- 
said, do  further  protest,  that  the  lodges  which  I have  the  honor  to 
represent  have  punctually  and  without  the  least  failure  paid  to  this 
Grand  Lodge  every  cent  which  stands  against  them;  that  I do  as  their 
representative  declare  they  are  among  the  most  regular,  punctual  and 
respectable  lodges  within  our  jurisdiction;  that  it  appears  from  the 
books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  Democratic  Lodge,  formerly  of  the 
No.  27,  owed  the  sum  of  ^15  (fifteen  pounds)  to  this  Grand  Lodge, 
which  has  never  been  paid  or  satisfied;  that  I do  declare  and  say  as  a 
representative  aforesaid,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  no  right  whatever 
to  grant  away  property  which  rightfully  belongs  to  it,  unless  it  be  for 
a valuable  consideration;  that  by  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  Demo- 
cratic Lodge,  all  their  property  became  vested  in  us,  and  we  are  now 
granting  of  it  away  to  Hiram  Lodge,  because  some  of  the  members  of 
Hiram  Lodge  were  formerly  members  of  the  Democratic  Lodge;  that 
this  is  improper  because  the  Democratic  Lodge  are  in  arrears  to  us, 
and  there  is  no  consideration  why  we  should  grant  this  property  to 
Hiram  Lodge;  that  this  is  contrary  to  the  principle  of  representative 
government,  and  that  the  government  of  Masonry  in  this  country  is 
founded  upon  that  basis.  And  as  a representative  aforesaid,  I do 
claim  as  a matter  of  right  that  this  protest  shall  be  entered  in  our 
books,  and  that  a publication  thereof  be  made  to  the  several  lodges 
under  our  jurisdiction. 

Robert  Wileiams.” 

George  Lee  Davidson,  Andrew  Caldwell  and  John  M.  Benford, 
delegates  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  joined  Grand  Secretary  Williams  in  the 
foregoing  protest  and  signed  their  names  thereto. 

In  the  printed  proceedings  of  1807,  we  find  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  published  the  financial  condition  of  every  Subordinate  Lodge  up 
to  that  date.  Here  is  the  account  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40: 

Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  Dr. 


To  Charter £10  00 

5800  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

801  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

802  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

803  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

804  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

805  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

806  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

807  To  1 yr’s  Annual  Quota 5 00 

/50  00 
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Cr. 


5805  By  Brother  Calvin  Jones £20  00 

806  By  Brother  Theophilus  Hunter 20  00 

807  By  Brother  Theophilus  Hunter .. 5 00 

.Nov. By  Brother  Tones s 00 

£ 50  00 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  accounts  of  that  day  were  kept  in 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence  and  not  in  dollars  and  cents.* 

The  membership  of  Hiram  Lodge  at  that  time  was  not  large.  But 
.it  must  be  remembered  that  one  hundred  years  ago  this  country  was 
sparsely  settled,  and  that  the  educational  facilities  of  the  people  at 
that  day  were  very  meagre,  and  that  Masonry  was  almost  unknown 
to  the  people  generally. 

The  officers  and  members  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  in  1807  were  as 
follows: 

OFFICERS. 


Theophilus  Hunter 
Sterling  Wheaton  ... 

William  Boylan 

C.  Christophers 

William  Hill 

Theophilus  Hunter.. 

Mark  Cook 

William  Scott 


...Master. 

..Senior  Warden. 
..Junior  Warden. 
..Senior  Deacon. 
Junior  Deacon. 
..Treasurer, 
..Secretary. 

. Tiler. 


MEMBERS. 


John  Marshall, 

John  Ingles, 

Henry  Hunter, 

Richard  P.  Montgomery, 
Atlas  Jones, 


Calvin  Jones, 
Allen  Rogers, 
Henry  Mooring, 
Henry  Guyre, 
John  Scott. 


In  the  early  days  of  Masonry  in  North  Carolina,  whenever  a 
brother  departed  from  the  faith,  and  violated  the  established  principles 
of  the  Order,  he  met  with  little  favor,  and  found  few  to  whitewash  his 
character  and  hold  him  up  as  a martyr  to  public  sentiment.  If  a 
Mason  was  guilty  of  a crime,  his  accusers  said  so,  and  said  so  in  terms 
and  in  language  that  could  not  be  misunderstood.  As  a sample  of 


*The  pound  currency  equalled  $2  at  that  time  and  for  some  years  afterwards. 
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the  character  of  the  charges  made  against  offending  members  we  copy 
the  following : 


“ EXPULSION. 

“ Be  it  remembered,  That , a member  of  St. 

...Lodge,  No , , is  expelled  from  the  said  lodge. 

That  his  demeanor  has  been  hypocritical;  that  he  has  cheated  his 
patron  and  best  friend,  robbed  a common  prostitute,  and  swindled 
every  one  in  his  power;  that  his  conduct  is  flagrant,  infamous  and  im- 
pious. So  certified  to  me  by  the  officers  of  said  lodge. 

(Signed)  Robert  Wieeiams. 

Grand  Secretary 


The  meetings  of  Hiram  Lodge  were  held  in  different  halls  or 
rooms  in  the  city  for  several  years.  The  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
were  also  held  in  the  same  halls.  It  was  not  long  before  the  lodge 
began  to  feel  its  responsibility,  not  only  in  having  a permanent  place 
to  meet,  but  also  one  that  would  comfortably  accommodate  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State,  which  was  required  by  law  to  meet  here  annually. 

About  this  time  (1811)  Hiram  Lodge  had  among  its  members 
several  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  city.  Among  them  was  Theoph- 
ilus  Hunter,  a gentleman  of  wealth  and  social  standing.  He  occupied 
the  position  of  Worshipful  Master  and  Treasurer  of  Hiram  Lodge  at 
the  same  time.  By  what  law  he  held  these  two  offices  we  are  not 
prepared  to  say,  but  the  records  so  state.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand. 
Lodge  in  1811  he  brought  to  its  attention  the  importance  of  erecting  a 
suitable  building  for  lodge  purposes,  in  which  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Hiram  Lodge  could  thereafter  meet.  The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the 
following  resolution  Nov.  29,  1811: 

“ Ordered,  That  a committee,  consisting  of  Brothers  Calvin  Jones, 
Alexander  Lucas  and  William  Boylan  be  appointed  to  meet  such  com- 
mittee as  may  hereafter  be  appointed  by  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  of  the 
city  of  Raleigh,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a Masonic  Hall  in  said  city,  and  that  they  report  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  at  its  next  Grand  Annual  Communication.” 


Upon  conferring  with  the  committee  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  informed  that  “ Bro. 
Theophilus  Hunter  had  agreed  to  give  a lot  on  the  corner  of  Morgan 
and  Dawson  streets,  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  and  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40  would  erect  a Masonic  Hall  thereon  ; 
and  in  addition  thereto  he  would  give  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  the  erection  of  the  building.” 
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Thereupon  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
Dec.  5,  1812  : 


“ Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  confer  with  such  committee  as  may  be  nominated  by 
Hiram  Lodge  No  40,  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  on  the  subject  of  erecting 
a Masonic  Hall  within  the  said  city  for  the  use  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
draw  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  when 
in  their  discretion  they  may  think  it  expedient. 

‘ ‘ Resolved  further,  That  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  be  instructed  so  to  contract  with  Hiram  Lodge  that  in  all  cases 
the  Grand  Lodge  is  to  have  the  precedence  in  the  use  of  the  hall  about 
to  be  erected. 

“Which  was  adopted  and  a committee  appointed,  consisting  of 
Bros.  J.  A.  Cameron,  Mordecai,  Boylan,  C.  Jones  and  Lucas.” 


The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Masonic  Hall  was  laid  on  the  24th  day 
of  June,  A.  L.,  5813,  A.  D.,  1813.  R.  Williams,  Grand  Master.  Of  this 
we  speak  later  on. 

On  November  26,  1814,  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following 
resolution  : 


“ On  motion,  Ordered,  That  a committee  consisting  of  Brothers 
Boylan  and  Lucas  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Hiram  Lodge  on  the 
subject  of  providing  furniture  for  the  new  Hall.” 


December  16,  1815,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 


“ Brother  Lucas,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
subject  of  furnishing  the  new  Hall,  reported  a resolution  appointing  a 
committee  to  superintend  said  work,  with  authority  to  draw  on  the 
Grand  Treasurer  for  any  sums  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars. 

“ Agreed  to,  and  a committee  appointed  consisting  of  Bros.  Robert 
Williams,  Calvin  Jones,  John  Winslow  and  Alexander  Lucas.” 


Hiram  Lodge  moved  into  their  “New  Hall”  in  1816,  and  on  the 
30th  day  of  November  of  that  year  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  met 
there  for  the  first  time.  Meetings  of  these  two  Masonic  organizations 
were  held  there  regularly  until  the  “ Old  Hall  ” was  abandoned  and 
torn  down,  in  1874,  a period  of  fifty-eight  years. 

December  22,  1816,  Bro.  Jesse  A.  Pearson,  from  the  committee 
appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
read  and  adopted  : 

“ That  it  is  expedient  to  have  the  building  painted  on  the  outside, 
the  refreshment  room  adjoining  the  lodge  room  finished,  with  a carpet 
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» 

and  chairs,  and  the  room  ornamented  with  appropriate  paintings.  The 
whole  to  be  done  under  the  superintendence  of  a committee  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master.” 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1819,  Grand  Master  Calvin 
Jones  (a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge)  delivered  an  address  of  great  power 
and  eloquence,  from  which  I copy  the  following: 


“ Let  us,  then,  Brethren,  pursue  the  noiseless  tenor  of  our  way, 
assisting  every  one  engaged  in  the  same  cause,  under  whatever  name 
or  denomination  known,  according  to  the  measure  of  his  wants,  and 
our  ability,  and  be  like  the  gentle  but  constant  stream,  whose  waters 
are  concealed  from  the  eye  by  the  luxuriant  plants  upon  its  margin, 
but  whose  effects  are  visible  in  the  fertility  it  imparts  tb  the  various 
soils  through  which  it  meanders.  Let  us  preserve  in  our  minds  a 
lively  impression  of  the  true  principles  of  our  association,  remember- 
ing that  religion  and  politics  are  never  to  be  subjects  of  discussion  ; 
that  the  religion  of  a Mason  is  love,  veneration  and  gratitude  to  the 
Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe;  that  the  doing  good  to  all  his 
creatures,  especially  to  those  of  the  ‘household  of  faith,’  is  the  most 
acceptable  service  and  the  first  of  duties;  that  the  rights  of  conscience 
are  inviolable  and  that  the  Musseltnan  and  the  Christian  who  love 
their  brethren  and  practice  Charity  are  alike  the  friends  of  Masonry 
and  of  man.” 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1820,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 


“ Resolved , That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  feel  deep 
regret  at  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  William  R.  Davie*  and 
Deputy  Grand  Master  John  Winslow, f and  as  a testimony  of  respect  to 
their  memories,  the  Brethren  of  this  lodge  will  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  days.” 


In  1820  the  Grand  Lodge  attended  the  funeral  of  Alexander 
Lucas, \ late  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 


“ Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina, 

Dec.  22nd,  A.  L.  5820. 

“Agreeable  to  an  order  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
the  Grand  Lodge  met  this  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 


^Granted  Dispensation  for  Hiram  Lodge  in  1799. 
tSigned  Charter  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  in  1800. 
JBro.  Alex,  Lucas  was  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge. 


HIRAM  LODGE  NO.  40. 


27 


funeral  of  Brother  Alexander  Lucas,  deceased,  late  Secretary  of  this 
lodge,  when  were  present — 

The  M.  W.  John  A.  Cameron,  G.  M. 

R.  W.  Robert  Parsley,  G.  S.  IV.,  p.  t. 

John  C.  Ehringhause,  G.J.  IV. 

William  Boylan,  G.  T. 

B.  Gillet,  G.  S. 

Jesse  A.  Dawson,  G.  S.  D. 

Benj.  A Barham,  G.J.  D. 

Thomas  Henderson,  G.  M.,p  t. 

A.  S.  H.  Burgess,  G.  S.  B.,p.  t. 

Br.  David  Ruth,  G.  T.,p.  t. 

"The  representatives  from  the  Subordinate  Lodges  were  generally 
present,  and  many  visiting  Brethren.  The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened 
in  solemn  and  ancient  form,  with  prayer  by  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master.  The  procession  was  now  formed,  which  proceeded  to 
the  late  dwelling  of  our  deceased  Brother,  and  then  the  procession 
followed  by  the  body  to  the  burying  ground,  where  the  funeral  ser- 
vice was  performed  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  the  body  interred 
in  solemn  form.  The  procession  now  returned  to  the  Masonic  Hall. 
There  being  no  further  business  before  the  lodge,  it  was  closed  in  due 
form  and  adjourned  until  the  next  Annual  Communication,  unless 
especially  convened.  BezEbel  Gillet,  G.  Secretary." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1822  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted: 

“ On  motion,  Bros.  William  Boylan,  Thomas  Henderson  and  Benj. 
A.  Barham  were  appointed  a committee  to  purchase  suitable  window 
curtains  and  settees  for  this  Hall  by  the  next  Grand  Annual  Commu- 
nication.” 

We  now  come  to  the  first  written  proceedings  at  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  40,  that  we  have  been  able  to  find.  The  former  records  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  when  the  store  of  Richard  Smith 
(then  Register  of  Deeds)  was  burned. 

We  copy  in  full  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  of  April  17,  A.  L. 
5S26,  A.  D.  1826,  to  show  the  manner  in  which  business  was  trans- 
acted at  that  time  : 

“ Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  Raleigh. 

April  17th,  A.  L , 5826. 

“ At  a regular  meeting  held  this  evening,  present — 

Worshipful  B.  A.  Barham,  Master. 

H.  M.  Miller,  5.  W. 

Wm.  H.  Hunter,/.  W. 

A.  J.  Lawrence,  Treas.,p.  t. 

J.  C.  Stedman,  Sec'y. 

Thomas  Cobbs,  5".  D.,p.  t. 

C.  D.  Lehman,/.  D. 

Jno.  T.  C.  Wiatt,  Tiler. 
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“ Members — Bros.  John  G.  Marshall,  A.  S.  H.  Burges,  Richard  W. 
Ashton  and  Wm.  W.  Beach. 

“ An  Entered  Apprentice’s  Lodge  opened  in  due  form. 

“ The  Proceedings  of  the  last  regular  lodge,  also  of  the  lodge  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  nth  inst.,  were  read  and  approved. 

‘‘The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Bro. 
Calvin  Jones  have  further  time  to  consider  the  same  and  report  to  the 
lodge. 

“The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  regular  meeting  to  solicit 
donations  for  the  relief  of  Bro.  Amos  Whipple,  of  Dutchess  County, 
State  of  New  York,  are  on  motion  discharged  from  the  said  duty. 

“ The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mr.  R.  H.  B. 
Brazier  made  a report,  the  lodge  proceeded  to  ballot  on  said  petition 
and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was  granted. 

“The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  account  of  Bro. 
Robert  Parsley,  deceased,  with  the  lodge  have  further  time  to  perform 
that  duty. 

“ The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mr.  Wm.  P. 
Kinchen  for  initiation  made  a report,  the  lodge  proceeded  to  ballot  on 
said  petition  and  the  ballot  was  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  candidate. 

“ The  petitions  of  Mr.  Edmond  Prince  and  Mr.  Sidney  S.  Prince,  of 
Chatham  County,  for  initiation  were  presented  and  read,  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  Bros.  Henry  M.  Miller,  Alex  J.  Lawrence  and  Thomas 
Cobbs,  to  report  to  the  next  regular  lodge,  or  sooner  if  convenient. 

“No  further  business  coming  before  the  lodge,  the  Craft  were  called 
from  labor  to  refreshment  until  tomorrow  evening,  the  18th  mst.,  at 
one  hour  and  a quarter  after  sunset. 

J.  C.  Stedman,  Sec’y.  ” 
“Tuesday  Evening,  April  18,  A.  L.,  5826. 

“The  lodge  met  agreeable  to  adjournment  and  were  called  from 
refreshments  to  labor. 

“Present — Worshipful  B.  A.  Barham,  Master. 

Henry  M.  Miller,  N IV. 

Wm,  H.  Hunter,  J.  W. 

A.  J.  H.  Burges,  Treas.,p.  t. 

John  C.  Stedman,  Sec’y. 

John  G.  Marshall,  6".  D.,  p.  t. 

C.  D.  Lehman,  J.  D. 

Jno.  T.  C.  Wiatt,  Tiler. 

“ Members — Bros.  R.  W.  Ashton,  Wm.  M.  Beach,  Thomas  Cobbs 
and  Alexander  J.  Lawrence. 

“ Visitors — Bros.  Thomas  Scott  and  Howell  Webb. 

“ Mr.  Robert  A.  B.  Brazier  and  Wm.  P.  Kinchen,  whose  petitions 
were  acted  on  at  the  regular  meeting  last  evening,  were  then  intro- 
duced and  severally  duly  initiated  into  the  secret  arts  and  mysteries 
ot  Free  Masonry  in  the  first  degree. 

“ No  further  business  coming  before  the  Craft,  the  lodge  was 
closed  in  due  form  until  Monday  evening  next. 

J.  C.  Stedman.” 


It  will  be  observed  that  at  this  meeting  the  business  was  trans- 
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acted  in  an  Entered  Apprentice’s  Lodge.  Of  this  custom  we  will 
refer  later  on. 

At  a meeting  of  the  lodge  Feb.  5.,  1827,  we  extract  the  following: 

“The  Worshipful  Master  informed  the  Brethren  that  they  were 
called  together  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  will  of  the  lodge 
respecting  granting  permission  for  the  refreshment  hall  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  a ball  complimentary  to  H.  G.  Burton,  Esq.* 
After  some  discussion  the  lodge  refused  granting  permission.  Noth- 
ing further  coming  before  the  lodge,  if  was  closed  in  Peace  and 
Harmony.  J.  C.  Stedman.” 

However  much  our  ancient  brethren  might  be  inclined  to  excuse 
themselves  for  indulging  in  midnight  revelry,  they  could  not  allow 
the  Hall  in  which  their  indulgences  were  enjoyed  to  be  desecrated  by 
a ball  in  honor  of  one  of  North  Carolina’s  distinguished  sons. 

Theophilus  Hunter,  who  gave  the  lot  on  which  Masons’  Hall  was 
located,  died  in  1840,  and  fearing  that  some  complications  might  arise 
as  to  the  title  of  said  property,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
1842  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

“ Whereas,  It  is  understood  that  the  deed  for  the  ground  on 
which  this  Lodge  House  stands  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  in  Raleigh, 
when  the  Register’s  office  for  Wake  County  -was  burned,  and  that 
some  doubts  exist,  lest  at  some  future  time  a difficulty  may  arise  in 
relation  to  it;  be  it,  therefore, 

“ Resolved,  That  Brothers  D.  W.  Stone  and  A.  J.  Lawrence  be  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a committee  to  be 
appointed  by  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  if 
necessary,  that  they  be  authorized  to  employ  counsel  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  the  right;  and  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  pay  any  expense 
that  may  be  incurred  in  effecting  this  object,  on  the  order  of  the  com- 
mittee. f The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  brethren 
said  committee:  Bros.  D.  W.  Stone  and  A.  J.  Lawrence.” 

ANTI-MASONIC  EXCITEMENT. 

The  Anti-Masonic  excitement  which  commenced  in  New  York 
about  the  year  1826  and  continued  for  some  fifteen  years,  brought 
about  many  reforms  in  Masonry.  There  was  intense  excitement 
throughout  the  country,  and  several  Masonic  Conventions  were  held 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  ways  and  means  to  defeat  the  plans  of  the 
enemy  and  perpetuate  and  strengthen  the  integrity  of  the  Order. 

The  first  of  these  conventions  was  held  at  some  place  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1841.  I have  been  unable  to  find  any  evidence  that  North 


*Gov.  1824.  G.  M.  1826,  1827. 

tThe  committee  subsequently  reported  that  they  found  the  title  perfect. 
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Carolina  was  represented  at  that  convention,  and  it  seems  to  have 
been  only  preliminary  to  the  holding  of  the  convention  in  Washing- 
ton, which  was  followed  by  that  in  Baltimore. 

At  the  convention  in  Washington,  in  1842,  Hon.  Kenneth  Rayner 
was  the  accredited  delegate,  as  shown  by  the  following  resolution: 


“ Resolved , That  Bro.  Kenneth  Rayner  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed,  a delegate  to  represent  this  Grand  Dodge  in  the  General 
Convention  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Washington  on  the  first  Monday 
in  March,  1842;  that  the  Grand  Secretary  apprise  him  of  said  delega- 
tion immediately,  and  furnish  him  with  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Communication.” 


Mr.  Rayner  was  a member  of  the  lodge  at  Murfreesboro,  Hertford 
County,  which  was  his  legal  residence,  but  his  home  was  in  Raleigh 
for  many  years.  He  resided  at  the  northern  terminus  of  Blount  street, 
in  the  old  Polk  residence,  which  has  been  moved  to  the  east  side  of 
the  street,  and  is  now  standing  and  in  good  state  of  preservation.  He 
was  a son-in-law  of  Past  Grand  Master  William  Polk,  who  was  Grand 
Master  when  Hiram  Lodge  was  established,  and  whose  signature 
stands  in  bold  relief  on  Hiram’s  Charter.  Mr.  Rayner  was  a man  of 
great  ability,  and  was  an  astute  politician  and  a brilliant  orator.  He 
was  a member  of  Congress  for  many  years,  and  was  a leader  of  the 
political  party  to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  a man  of  considerable 
wealth,  but,  like  many  others  of  the  South,  lost  his  fortune  by  the 
results  of  the  war. 

Recently  I found  the  following  newspaper  article  in  a secular 
paper,  which  I copy,  not  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  any  political 
sentiment,  but  to  remind  us  of  the  fickleness  and  varying  fortunes  of 
political  life: 


“In  the  campaign  of  1848  the  competing  man  for  the  Vice-Presi- 
dential nomination  with  Millard  Fillmore,  of  New  York,  was  Kenneth 
Rayner,  of  North  Carolina.  They  were  bosom  friends,  and  submitted 
their  claims  and  pretensions  to  a conference  to  determine  between 
them.  Fillmore  beat  Rayner  by  one  vote.  Thirty-three  years  later 
this  same  Kenneth  Rayner,  grown  to  be  a poor  old  man,  and  lagging 
upon  the  stage  of  affairs,  was  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  He  had  been 
appointed  by  Grant.  Garfield  was  importuned  to  turn  him  out.  He 
stubbornly  refused,  and  finally,  in  answer  to  a demand  for  some 
reason  why  he  wanted  to  keep  a good  party  man  out  of  a good  place  in 
favor  of  a nondescript  without  any  pull  or  party  following,  he  said: 
'I  won’t  do  it.  Though  an  old  man  and  out  of  favor  with  fortune,  he 
was  a host  in  his  day.  He  is  still  an  able  and  accomplished  lawyer. 
He  fills  the  office  admirably,  and  he  needs  the  salary.  He  may  not 
have  many  friends — but  he  has  at  least  one,  and  a mighty  important 
friend,  for  it  is  I myself — and  I am  not  going  to  turn  him  out.  I am  not 
going  to  remove  from  a little  place  in  the  Treasury,  whose  duties  he 
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fully  meets,  an  old  man  who  came  within  a single  vote  of  filling  the 
place  I fill,  and  of  being  President  of  the  United  States.’  ” 


President  Garfield  was  a Mason  of  high  standing  in  his  State.  We 
do  not  claim,  however,  that  he  was  influenced  in  his  action  by  this 
fact;  nor  are  we  prepared  to  say  that  he  was  not. 

Col.  John  H.  Wheeler,  Grand  Master  in  1843 — 44,  was  the  delegate 
to  the  Baltimore  Convention  in  1843.  He  there  acquitted  himself  with 
honor  by  his  earnestness  and  activity  in  bringing  about  many  of  the 
reforms  recommended  by  that  notable  assembly  of  Masons.  In  a 
report  submitted  by  him  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1842  he  alluded  to  the 
growing  evil  resulting  from  the  abuse  of  refreshments  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  this  report  he  says; 


“ Your  committee  would  also  state  that  it  appears  to  them  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  unnecessarily  large.  Much  reform 
on  this  subject  may  be  usefully  exercised.  The  elevation  of  the 
Ancient  Charter  of  Masonry  and  to  improve  ourselves  by  Annual  Com- 
munication with  our  talented  and  worthy  brethren  from  every  section 
of  our  State,  and  devise  ways  and  means  for  these  objects  and  the  best 
interests  of  our  fellow-man,  are  objects  of  an  elevated  and  ennobling 
character.  Such  will  not  need  the  allurements  of  the  table  or  the 
enticements  of  the  wane  cup  to  urge  them  on  in  this  elevating  pursuit. 
By  retrenching,  then,  the  expenses,  and  limiting  the  Steward’s  duties 
to  providing  the  necessary  fuel,  light  and  furniture,  will  tend  much  to 
this  end,  and  leave  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  more  at  the  disposal  of 
the  wants  of  such  worthy  brethren,  who  now  solicit  the  fraternal  aid 
■and  kindness  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  spirit  of  the  age  seems  to  call 
for  this  at  the  hands  of  our  Ancient  and  respectable  Institution.  We 
therefore-  recommend  that  the  above  views  be  communicated  to  the 
Grand  Steward,  and  that  he  regulate  himself  accordingly;  and  that  the 
Subordinate  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be 
recommended  to  discontinue  the  use  of  such  refreshments;  and  that 
we,  as  well  as  they,  employ  our  minds  in  the  elevating  pursuits  of 
Masonry  and  so  conduct  ourselves,  both  -within  and  without  the  lodge, 
that  ‘ our  good  be  not  evil  spoken  of.’  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted.” 


Dr.  William  G.  Hill,  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  and  at  this  time 
its  Junior  Warden,  took  a very  active  part  in  having  the  use  of 
refreshments  in  a liquid  form  discontinued  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  when  the  report  of  the  committee  came  up  for  con- 
sideration, he  used  this  emphatic  language: 


“ Why,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  the  Stewards  in  their 
extravagant  expenditures  furnish  enough  refreshments  to  keep  them- 
selves drunk  the  entire  session,  enough  to  make  the  whole  Grand 
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Lodge  drunk  on  the  night  of  the  Banquet,*  and  then  have  enough  left 
to  keep  Hiram  Lodge  drunk  the  balance  of  the  year.” 


In  his.  latter  years,  when  this  good  brother  had  grown  grey  in  a 
cause  he  loved  so  dearly,  he  vvould  refer  to  this  as  one  of  the  many 
amusing  incidents  in  his  Masonic  experience. 

The  establishment  of  the  Public  School  system  about  1840,  the 
abolition  of  the  use  of  refreshments  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  seemed  to  have  awakened  the  Masons  of  North  Carolina 
to  the  importance  of  devoting  their  thoughts  and  energies  to  more 
important  matters.  The  spirit  of  education  had  taken  a strong  hold, 
upon  the  people  of  all  classes,  and  there  was  manifested  a general 
spirit  of  progress  and  elevation  of  the  standing  of  the  people  generally. 

The  Masons,  always  in  the  forefront  of  all  good  works — charity, 
benevolence  and  enterprise — took  a leading  part  in  this  commendable 
work.  The  Grand  Lodge  at  its  session  1842  passed  this  resolution.  It 
was  introduced  by  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Lemay.of  Raleigh: 

“ Resolved , That  the  time  has  arrived  when,  if  we  would  keep 
pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  maintain  the  character  and  use- 
fulness of  our  venerable  institution,  this  GAnd  Lodge  should  enter 
upon  some  great  benevolent  enterprise,  and  direct  its  funds  and 
energies  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  And  as  it  is  believed 
there  is  no  cause  which  more  pressingly  demands  their  aid  than  that 
of  the  education  of  the  poor  children  of  their  brethren  throughout  the 
State;  therefore, 

Resolved , That  a committee  of be  appointed  who  shall  take 

into  consideration  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  establishing  a 
Seminary  of  learning  for  the  benefit,  first,  of  poor  children  of  the 
members  of  our  Fraternity,  and,  secondly,  such  others  as  the  means  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  will  allow;  and  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  best 
plan  upon  which  such  an  institution  may  be  established — the  probable 
cost  thereof — and  report  to  the  next  Annual  Communication,  furnish- 
ing fully  any  important  information  which,  to  them,  may  be  necessary 
and  proper. 

Dec.  9,  1842.” 

At  its  first  meeting  after  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolution, 
Hiram  Lodge  adopted  the  following.  It  was  offered  by  Bro.  W.  I. 
Langdon,  and  was  adopted  January  24,  1843  : 


“ Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  have  passed 
resolutions  in  favor  of  enquiring  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a Charitable  Literary  Institution,  conducted  on  the  Manual  Labor 
System,  near  the  city  of  Raleigh.  That  we,  as  members  of  .Jdiram 


*lt  was  the  custom  at  this  time  to  have  a banquet  at  the  close  of  each  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  when,  it  is  said,  the  members  had  a “merry  time.” 
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Lodge  No.  40,  do  warmly  recommend  the  object  of  said  resolution, 
and  promise  our  zealous  co-operation  in  this  great  work,  and  that  we 
will  annually  appropriate  fifty  dollars,  exclusive  of  our  own  individual 
subscriptions,  to  sustain  and  advance  the  interest  of  said  institution.” 


On  motion  of  Bro.  W.  Hollister,  the  following  resolution  was  read 
in  open  lodge  and  adopted,  to-wit: 


“ Resolved,  That  as  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Lodge  of  North  Caro- 
lina has  commissioned  Rev.  Wm.  I.  Langdon,  Grand  Chaplain,  to  visit 
the  Subordinate  Lodges  and  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  establish  a 
Charitable  Literary  Institution  near  the  city  of  Raleigh,  that  we,  the 
members  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  do  cheerfully  recommend  the  said 
Rev.  Wm.  I.  Langdon  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  members  of  our 
Fraternity  throughout  the  State.” 


Brother  Lemay  was  an  earnest  reformer  and  a progressive  citizen. 
He  entertained  advanced  ideas  of  the  reforms  needful  in  the  moral  as 
well  as  the  intellectual  condition  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunity,  through  influential  newspapers, 
from  the  pulpit  and  from  the  rostrum,  to  impress  these  ideas  on  the 
minds  of  his  Masonic  brethren.  In  an  address  delivered  by  him 
before  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1846,  referring  to 
the  improved  moral  tone  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  he  emphasized 
those  views  in  the  following  language: 


“ One  more  evil  to  which  we  are  liable  is  excessive  indulgence  and 
dissipation  on  public  festival  occasions.  This  is  avoided  by  excluding 
from  the  festive  board  the  intoxicating  bowl.  In  this  let  us  be 
decided,  firm  and  persevering. 

“ The  last  evil  to  which  I shall  advert  is  our  liability  to  make  a mis- 
application of  our  funds.  But  the  noble  example  and  resolution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  has  with  commendable  alacrity  been  followed 
by  this  lodge  and,  as  far  as  I have  learned,  by  all  others  in  the  State, 
has  almost  effectually  closed  the  door  to  error  on  this  point  It  is  to 
exclude  all  refreshments  from  the  lodge,  and  never  to  touch  for  this 
purpose  our  sacred  charity  fund.*  Already  have  we  experienced  the 
salutatory  effects  of  this  wholesome  and  necessary  measure  in  the 
improved  tone  of  moral  sentiment,  the  increased  zeal  and  circum- 
spection, and  the  handsome  augumentation  of  means  and  members  in 
all  of  our  lodges.  Under  it  a new  and  glorious  impulse  has  been  given 
to  Freemasonry  in  North  Carolina;  and  it  is  now  rapidly  advancing, 
we  trust,  to  a state  of  perfection  and  usefulness,  worthy  of  the  sublime 
principles  upon  which  it  is  founded  and  eminent  ability  of  the  indi- 
viduals of  whom  it  is  composed.” 


*Itisjust  to  state  that  since  the  above  was  delivered  the  author  has  been  advised 
that  Hiram  Lodge  was  the  first  to  enter  into  this  important  and  highly  commendable 
resolution. 

44 
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In  examining  the  written  records  of  Hiram  Lodge,  I find  many 
things  of  interest,  some  of  which  seem  odd  at  present.  Up  to  1844 
most  of  the  business  was  transacted  in  an  Entered  Apprentice’s  Lodge. 
If  there  was  nothing  to  come  before  a Fellow  Craft’s  or  a Master 
Mason’s  Lodge,  it  adjourned — not  closed,  as  now.  Lodges  then  opened 
“up,”  not  “down,”  as  at  present. 

I also  find  that  members  were  frequently  fined  for  non-attendance 
or  for  some  other  dereliction  of  duty.  They  were  fined  nisi,  as  in 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  the  fines  were  collected  unless  good  excuses 
were  given  why  they  should  not  be. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Hiram  Lodge,  held  on  the  19th  of 
August,  1850,  the  Secretary  reported  to  the  lodge  that  he  had  received 
a donation  of  forty  dollars  from  Miss  Elizabeth  Davies,  of  Shrewsbury, 
England,  which  was  accompanied  with  “special  instructions  to  place 
the  amount  in  the  Charity  fund  for  the  relief  of  distressed  Masons  and 
their  families  ; that  it  was  given  as  an  evidence  of  her  appreciation  of 
the  kindness  shown  by  the  Masons  to  one  who  had  been  very  dear  to 
her.” 

At  the  same  meeting  Bro.  W.  G.  Hill  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted  : 


“ Resolved , That  a committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  address  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Davies,  of  Shrewsbury,  England,  for 
the  donation  made  to  this  lodge  of  forty  dollars.” 

The  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  Warden  and  Secretary  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

Thereafter  the  committee  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Miss 
Davies  : 


“ Miss  Elizabeth  Davies. 

“Dear  Madame:  The  undersigned,  being  the  committee  appointed 
to  discharge  the  pleasant  and  agreeable  duty  imposed  in  the  above  res- 
olution, do  most  respectfully  tender  and  transmit  to  you  the  sincere 
thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  Body  we  represent  for  the  sum  remitted 
and  received  through  our  Secretary  ; and  we  can  assure  you  that  a 
proper  estimate  will  be  placed  upon  this  act  of  kindness  and  liberality 
by  the  lodge  collectively  ; and  be  pleased,  Madame,  to  accept  our  indi- 
vidual and  united  best  wishes  for  your  future  happiness  and  prosper- 
ity ; and  when  you  shall  cease  to  exist  on  earth,  may  ymu  ascend  to 
Heaven  to  receive  its  riches  as  a reward  for  your  benevolence  and 
charity. 

“We  are,  very  respectfully,  Madame, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Robert  W.  Seaweed,  W.  M., 

John  W.  Cosby,  S.  IV., 

William  T.  Bain,  Sec'y, 

Committee . ’ ’ 
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It  will  probably  always  remain  among  the  unexplained  Masonic 
incidents  who  or  when  it  was  that  Hiram  Lodge  or  any  one  of  its  mem- 
bers did  an  act  of  kindness  to  one  who  was  “very  dear’’  to  Miss 
Davies. 

It  may  have  been  that  some  wear}-  sojourner  in  his  travels  over 
the  rough  roads  of  our  then  comparatively  new  country  received  from 
the  hands  of  some  good  brother  a cup  of  cold  water,  a crust  of  bread, 
or,  perhaps,  a few  shekels  of  silver  to  cheer  him  on  his  way. 

The  incident  at  least  was  an  impressive  reminder  of  the  scriptural 
injunction, 

" Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,”  etc. 

We  have  now  reached  the  half-way  station  in  the  history  of  Hiram 
Lodge.  On  the  50th  year  of  its  history  it  had  a membership  of  55. 
Of  this  whole  number  but  one  is  now  this  side  of  the  River.*  All 
the  others  have,  passed  over.  Would  that  I had  the  time  to  speak 
more  at  length  of  some  of  the  illustrious  citizens  who  were  active 
members  of  this  venerable  lodge  during  its  first  half  century,  and  the 
ability  to  do  justice  to  their  memory  Some  of  those  to  whom  I shall 
allude  lived  many  years  after  this  time  and  continued  active  members 
of  the  lodge.  I shall  refer  especially  to  those  who  were  prominent 
actors  before  the  close  of  the  first  half  century. 

There  was  Col.  William  Polk,  the  distinguished  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  compatriot  of  LaFayette  in  the  struggle  for 
American  freedom,  and  honored  citizen,  whose  name  appears  first 
among  the  Grand  Officers  who  signed  Hiram’s  Charter. f 

Edmund  B.  Freeman,  the  polished  gentleman  and  faithful  Clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  many  years  Grand 
Treasurer. 

Theophilus  Hunter,  the  public-spirited  citizen,  liberal  Mason  and 
philanthropist,  through  whose  generosity  Hiram  Lodge  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  had  a home  for  over  half  a century.  He  died  in  1840,  and  his 
death  was  mourned  by  every  good  citizen  of  Raleigh. 

Thos.  Loring  was  for  many  years  editor  of  one  of  the  leading 
political  papers  in  Raleigh.  He  was  a regular  attendant  at  the  meet- 
ings of  Hiram  Lodge,  and  delivered  several  Masonic  addresses  on 


*The  venerable  W.  I.  Eddings,  now  residing  in  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

tGen.  LaFayette  visited  Raleigh  in  1825.  He  and  Col.  Polk  had  been  warm  per- 
sonal friends  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  On  his  arrival  in  Raleigh,  Gen.  La- 
Fayette was  welcomed  to  the  city  by  Gov.  Hutchins  G.  Burton,  to  which  he  responded 
in  a most  feeling  manner.  The  Raleigh  Register  in  giving  an  account  of  the  incidents 
on  that  occasion  says:  "At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  Gen.  LaFayette  and  Col.  Polk 
rushed  into  each  other’s  arms  and  wept  their  gratitude,  that  they  who  had  borne  the 
brunt  of  battle  together  in  their  youthful  prime  had  been  spared  to  meet  again  on 
peaceful  plains  and  happier  hours.” 
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Anniversary  Days.  He  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1842.  He  moved 
to  Wilmington  about  1843,  where  he  continued  his  editorial  labors  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  about  the  year  1858. 

William  F.  Collins,  for  three  terms  Grand  Master.  Tall,  hand- 
some and  courtly,  he  was  a man  of  attractive  appearance  and  manners. 
He  was  for  many  years  Comptroller  of  the  State. 

Henry  W.  Miller  joined  Hiram  Lodge  in  early  life,  and  was  its 
Master  in  1844.  He  died  in  September,  1862.  He  never  held  any 
public  office,  but  had  a State  and  National  reputation  as  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  public  speakers  in  the  United  States.  Those  who  have 
heard  him  speak  on  public  occasions  say  that  he  would  not  suffer  by 
comparison  with  the  finest  orators  of  the  century. 

C.  W.  D.  Hutchings  was  another  of  Hiram’s  faithful  members.  He 
served  as  Master  for  many  years,  and  was  Treasurer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  over  a third  of  a century.  He  died.Oct.  23,  1883. 

William  Dallas  Haywood  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  of 
Hiram  Lodge.  He  was  for  a long  time  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Raleigh, 
and  died  only  a few  years  ago  at  a ripe  old  age. 

Jefferson  M.  Lovejoy,  one  of  the  most  prominent  educators  of  the 
South,  was  for  many  years  an  active  and  influential  member  of  Hiram 
Lodge.  Thousands  of  boys  were  taught  at  Lovejoy’s  Academy,  which 
was  located  on  Burke  Square,  in  this  city,  where  the  Governor’s  resi- 
dence now  stands. 

Another  eminent  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  who  was  for  many 
years  an  active  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  was  Charles  L.  Hinton.  He 
served  in  the  Legislature  a number  of  sessions,  and  was  for  many 
years  State  Treasurer  He  preceded  and  succeeded  Past  Grand  Master 
John  H.  Wheeler  in  that  important  office.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
accomplished,  popular  and  best-known  men  in  the  State. 

William  Boylan  was  a resident  of  this  section  before  the  State 
Capital  was  located.  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  1801  to  1823, 
an  active  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  for  more  than  half  a century.  Born 
nth  Sept.,  1777,  and  died  July  15,  1861,  aged  84  years.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  city,  both  as  to  natural  age 
and  term  of  membership.  One  of  his  grandsons,  bearing  the  same 
honored  name,  is  now  an  active  member  of  Wm.  G.  Hill  Lodge  of  this 
city. 

William  Hill,  along  with  Mr.  Boylan,  was  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  honored  members  of  Hiram  Lodge.  He  became  a member  about 
the  year  1808 — the  exact  date  I have  been  unable  to  determine — and 
died  in  1857,  at  a very  advanced  age.  He  held  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State  continuously  for  fifty  years,  a period  not  equalled  by  an}' 
other  public  officer  in  the  State.  The  changes  in  politics — and  they 
were  many  during  his  incumbency — never  affected  “ Secretary  Hill.  ” 
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For  nearly  half  a century  he  was  continued  in  office  by  a unanimous 
vote. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  and  prominent  politicians 
of  the  State,  Hon.  William  Henry  Haywood,  was  for  many  years  an 
active  member  of  Hiram  Lodge.  Mr.  Haywood  served  in  the  State 
Legislature  for  several  terms,  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  1836,  and  was  elected  LTnited  States  Senator  in  1842.  He  died  about 
the  close  of  the  first  half  century  of  Hiram  Lodge’s  history. 

Col.  William  J.  Clark  became  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge  at  an 
earl}'  age,  and  was  soon  advanced  to  the  office  of  Master.  In  1846,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  war,  he  volunteered  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  campaign  in  Mexico.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
National  Bridge,  and  on  the  close  of  hostilities  with  Mexico  returned 
to  his  native  State,  and  for  several  years  was  State  Comptroller.  He 
was  a Colonel  in  the  late  war  between  the  States,  and  was  afterward 
one  of  the  Superior  Court  Judges  of  the  State. 

In  examining  the  records  of  Hiram  Lodge,  my  attention  has  been 
frequently,  and  I might  say  almost  continuously,  attracted  to  one 
name  that  was  conspicuous  in  the  proceedings  of  the  lodge  from  1820 
to  1850,  a period  of  thirty  years.  That  name  was  Richard  H.  Ashton. 
He  served  in  almost  every  capacity  in  the  lodge,  from  Master  pro  tern 
to  Tiler  absolute,  and  was  Grand  Tiler  twenty  years.  Richard 
Ashton  was  a unique  character;  and  tradition  gives  us  many  little 
incidents  of  his  personal  peculiarities.  He  was  a devoted  Mason, 
seldom  being  absent  from  any  meeting,  and  could  fill  any  station. 
Neither  modesty  nor  timidity  ever  deterred  him  from  assuming  any 
position  in  the  lodge.  He  served  as  Tiler  for  many  years,  and  no 
Tiler  ever  performed  his  duties  more  faithfully 

(I  am  indebted  to  Past  Grand  Master  W.  G.  Hill  for  the  incident  I 
am  going  to  relate.) 

Sometime  during  the  forties  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  which  had 
been  dormant  for  several  years,  was  revived,  and  the  Chapter  officers 
supplied  themselves  with  beautiful  robes,  crowns,  etc.,  appropriate  to 
their  respective  offices.  Richard  Ashton  was  the  Guard,  or  Tiler,  for 
the  Chapter,  as  well  as  for  Hiram  Lodge,  and  when  the  beautiful 
regalia  was  received  and  the  officers  appeared  in  open  Chapter 
“ arrayed  in  all  their  glory,”  as  King  Solomon  would  say,  poor  old 
Dick  Ashton  sat  at  his  station  seemingly  absorbed  in  deep  thought, 
taking  no  interest  in  the  joyous  occasion.  Someone,  (I  believe  it  was 
Past  Grand  Master  Hill  himself)  approached  the  faithful  sentinel  and 
enquired  the  cause  of  his  unusual  solemnity.  With  tears  in  his  eyes, 
and  in  tremulous  voice,  he  said  : 

“ I have  served  you  all  these  many  years;  have  endeavored  to  do 
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my  duty,  and  here  you  fellows  are  in  your  fine  Sunday  clothes,  and! 
have  not  furnished  me  even  with  a jacket.” 

The  incident  was  both  sad  and  comical.  The  next  day  an  order 
was  given  to  Mrs.  Marling,  a dressmaker  on  Fayetteville  street,  for  a. 
Tiler’s  jacket,  etc.,  for  Dick  Ashton.  Some  kind-hearted  member 
also  purchased  for  the  venerable  Tiler  a broad-brimmed  straw  hat — 
fashionable  at  that  day — while  another  secured  for  him  one  of  those 
old-fashioned,  long,  crooked  sabres,  said  to  have  done  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chapter  all  these  articles  were  there, 
and  the  Guard,  or  Tiler,  was  never  thereafter  without  the  insignia  of 
his  office  and  weapon  of  defense. 

Richard  Ashton  passed  away  December  14,  1850,  and  his  funeral 
was  largely  attended.  Appropriate  resolutions  were  adopted  by  Hiram 
Lodge,  of  which  he  had  been  a consistent  member  for  many  years. 

Dick  Ashton’s  Tiler’s  jacket,  sword  and  hat  are  still  the  property 
of  Raleigh  Chapter  No.  10.  They  are  preserved  among  the  ancient 
relics,  and  have  often  been  called  into  service  in  conferring  the  Past 
Master’s  Degree.  There  are  many  within  the  hearing  of  my  voice  who 
will  testify  to  their  great  service  on  such  occasions. 

The  beginning  of  the  last  half  century  of  Hiram  Lodge’s  existence 
found  Masonry  in  a flourishing  condition  at  the  capital  of  the  State. 
The  city  had  grown  in  population,  many  industries  had  been  estab- 
lished, and  the  people  were  prosperous.  Not  only  did  the  member- 
ship of  Hiram  Lodge  increase,  but  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  which 
had  only  recently  been  revived,  was  also  in  a flourishing  condition. 


The  first  decade  of  the  last  half  century — from  1850  to  i860 — was 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  since  the  establishment  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment at  the  city  of  Raleigh.  During  that  period  many  public 
enterprises  were  commenced,  and  rapid  progress  in  the  development 
in  the  State’s  resources  had  been  made.  The  handsome  building  for 
the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  had  been  com- 
pleted and  occupied  ; the  Insane  Asylum  had  been  established  and  the 
buildings  erected  ; a fine  Female  School  had  been  established  by  the 
Methodists  on  Hillsboro  street ; St.  Mary’s  School,  which  had  been  in 
successful  operation  for  ten  years  or  more,  had  been  greatly  improved; 
the  North  Carolina  Railroad  had  been  built  from  Goldsboro  to  Char- 
lotte, making  connection  with  other  railroads  on  the  South  and  East  ; 
connection  had  been  made  with  the  Wilmington  & Weldon  Railroad 
and  the  Raleigh  & Gaston  road  by  building  the  connection  between 
Gaston  and  Weldon  ; the  Atlantic  & North  Carolina  Railroad  was  com- 
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pleted  from  Goldsboro  to  Moreliead  City,  thus  connecting  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  on  the  East  with  the  mountains  on  the  West ; the  North  Caro- 
lina State  Agricultural  Society  was  organized  during  this  decade,  and 
the  first  State  Fair  was  held  in  1853  ; gas  works  were  established  and 
Raleigh  was  first  lighted  with  gas  in  October,  1858  ; the  Public  School 
system  was  thoroughly  reorganized,  and  the  first  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  was  elected,  by  the  Legislature  at  the  session  of 
1852— 53  * 

During  this  decade  there  occurred  a great  political  revolution, 
both  State  and  National.  One  of  the  great  parties  which  had  ruled 
the  State  and  Nation  for  many  years  was  completely-  annihilated  and 
destroyed  as  a party.  But,  Phcenix-like,  there  sprang  from  its  ashes 
another  great  political  party,  which,  with  varjdng  fortunes,  has  been  a 
great  power  in  the  State  and  the  Nation.  I allude  to  those  facts  merelj- 
as  matters  of  history  and  as  occurring  during  the  important  decade 
now  under  consideration.  It  was  the  gathering  of  the  clouds  that  pre- 
ceded the  mighty  storm  that  deluged  this  fair  land  of  ours  in  fraternal 
blood  only  a few  years  later. 

Raleigh  w-as  enjoying  a high  degree  of  prosperity  at  the  close  of 
this  decade. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  during  the  period  from  1850  to  i860 
there  were  many  other  advancements  made  in  the  progress  of  the  city 
of  Raleigh.  The  railroad  connection  between  Gaston  and  Weldon, 
and  the  building  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  relegated  to  past 
history  the  old  stage  coaches  that  had  theretofore  made  regular 
tri-weeklj-  trips  between  Raleigh  and  Greensboro,  and  Fayetteville  and 
Tarboro.  The  old  Concord  stage  coach  will  be  remembered  by 
many  of  our  older  citizens  as  one  of  the  popular  modes  of  travel  at 
the  time  we  speak. 

At  this  period  in  the  history  of  Raleigh  it  had  no  police  force,  one 
town  constable  performing  the  entire  service. 

Among  the  other  events  that  transpired  during  the  decade  referred 
to,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Raleigh  was  enlarged  to  more  than 
double  its  original  area,  and  the  City-  Charter  amended  and  a regular 
police  force  provided  for. 

Masonry  had  kept  pace  with  all  the  other  advancements  in  the 
city’s  progress,  and  Hiram  Lodge’s  membership  had  grown  to  over 
one  hundred,  and  was  composed  of  Raleigh’s  most  progressive 
citizens. 


A sad  time  that  lies  in  wait  for  individuals,  lodges,  communities, 


*Rev.  Calvin  H.  Wiley  of  Guilford  County  was  the  first  Superintendent. 
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States,  and  Nations — events  that  no  one  can  foresee  or  avoid — was  in 
our  immediate  front. 

Would  that  I could  go  on  in  the  happy  recital  of  Hiram’s  pros- 
perity. Fate  has  ruled  otherwise. 

We  now  come  to  a period  in  our  country’s  history,  a time  that 
put  to  test  the  valor  of  our  countrymen  and  the  patience  and  fortitude 
of  the  Masons  of  the  South. 

The  seventh  decade  in  the  history  of  Hiram  Lodge  was  an  event- 
ful one.  Almost  without  notice,  and  certainly  without  preparation, 
the  country  was  plunged  into  a war,  the  magnitude  and  bitterness  of 
of  which  was  unknown  to  modern  history.  One  section  of  the  United 
States  was  arrayed  against  the  other.  States  had  taken  up  arms  against 
sister  States,  citizens  against  citizens,  and  Masons  against  Masons. 
The  Southern  soldier  was  captured  and  carried  to  Northern  prisons. 
The  Northern  soldier  in  like  manner  was  brought  to  Southern  prisons. 
Many  were  sick  or  wounded,  or  both.  The  signs  of  distress  were  seen 
in  every  prison,  North  and  South.  Masons  all  over  the  country, 
whether  in  the  cold,  desolate  prisons  of  the  North  or  the  poorly  sup- 
plied prisons  of  the  South,  or  in  hospitals,  or  on  bloody  fields  of 
battle,  never  failed  to  recognize  the  unerring  sign  of  distress  or  the 
magic  words  of  a brother’s  appeal. 

An  intelligent  history  of  the  war  could  not  be  written  without 
being  interspersed — without  liberal  reference  to  Masonic  incidents 
during  that  sad  period. 

In  the  city  of  Raleigh  there  were  several  hospitals  where  the  sick 
and  wounded  men  were  brought  for  treatment.  Among  these  there 
were,  of  course,  a number  of  Masons.  Some  made  themselves  known 
as  brethren;  others  were  found  to  be  such,  while  there  may  have  been 
many  who  passed  over  the  River  who  never  gave  the  sign  of  distress 
nor  received  the  fraternal  grasp  of  a brother’s  hand.  Of  course  there 
were  deaths  among  them,  and  the  Masons  of  Raleigh  were  called  upon 
at  frequent  intervals  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  a departed 
brother. 

There  are  a few  Masons  still  living  who  well  remember  these  sad 
burials,  and  the  simple  manner  in  which  they  were  laid  to  rest.  Often 
did  I think  of  the  beautiful  sad  lines  of  Charles  Wolfe  on  the  burial  of 
Sir  John  Moore,  where 

“ Not  a drum  was  heard,  nor  a funeral  note,” 

as  we  were  performing  the  last  sad  rites.  I can  not  correctly  say  in 
the  language  of  the  poet  that 

“ No  useless  coffin  inclosed  his  breast, 

Nor  in  sheet  nor  in  shroud  we  wound  him.” 
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But  there  were  many  whose  remains  were  consigned  to  earth  in 
rude  pine  coffins  wrapped  in  a coarse  army  blanket, 

" But  little  they’ll  reck  if  we  will  let  them  sleep  on  ” 

in  graves  where  their  brethren  have  laid  them. 

These  were  indeed  sad  times,  for  no  one  knew  when  would  be 
heard 

••  The  distant  and  random  gun  ” 

to  remind  us 

“ That  the  foe  was  sullenly  firing.” 

The  remains  of  many  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  were  Masons, 
buried  in  the  City  Cemetery,  were  after  the  close  of  the  war  removed 
to  their  former  homes  by  loving  hands  to  different  sections  of  the 
South.  The  remains  of  others  were  removed  to  the  Confederate  Cem- 
etery, located  near  the  city  of  Raleigh  on  a beautiful  hillside  in  a 
lovely'  grove  of  grand  old  oaks,  given  for  the  purpose  by  a patriotic  son 
of  North  Carolina.  Every'  10th  of  May  their  graves  are  bedecked  with 
fragrant  flowers  by  the  lovely  women  of  North  Carolina. 

“Soldier,  rest,  thy  warfare  o’er, 

Dream  of  fighting  fields  no  more. 

Sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  no  breaking. 

Morn  of  toil  nor  night  of  waking." 

There  are  some  Masonic  incidents  connected  with  the  history  of 
Hiram  Lodge  and  the  Masons  of  Raleigh  that  have  never  been  pub- 
lished. Now,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  the  third  of  a century,  when 
most  of  the  chief  actors  have  been  called  from  “labor  to  refresh- 
ments,” and  on  this  joyful  celebration  of  our  one-hundredth  anniver- 
sary, it  may'  not  be  improper  to  make  them  a part  of  our  history. 

During  the  war,  there  were  not  only  the  Masons  of  Raleigh  here, 
but  this  being  a recruiting  station  for  the  army  as  well  as  the  location 
of  hospitals,  there  were  of  course  quite  a number  of  Masons  located  in 
the  city.  The  frequent  demands  on  them  to  perform  the  last  rites 
that  could  be  performed  for  a brother,  the  appeals  for  relief  in  its 
many  forms,  suggested  a plan  of  united  action  on  the  part  of  all  the 
Masons  in  the  city,  whether  members  of  the  local  lodges  or  transient 
brethren.  In  accordance  with  this  idea,  in  the  latter  part  of  1863  there 
was  organized  in  the  hall  of  Hiram  Lodge  a Mason’s  Relief  Association. 
Its  object  was  to  look  after  the  sick  and  wounded  Masons,  to  provide, 
as  far  as  possible,  clothing,  food  and  medicine  for  the  needy'.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  the  Federal  soldier  who  was  a Mason  should  receive 
the  same  attention  as  the  Confederate  soldier  whenever  it  was  possible 
to  reach  him 

The  existence  of  this  association  was  known  to  Masons  only.  It 
45 
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did  a vast  amount  of  good  ; and  many  delicacies,  wholesome  meals  and 
warm  articles  of  clothing  were  furnished  to  the  sick  and  wounded  that 
even  the  officers  of  these  hospitals  knew  not  from  whence  they  came.* 
That  was  Masonry. 

At  that  time  the  uncompleted  building  of  Peace  Institute  was 
utilized  as  a hospital  and  most  of  the  sick  and  wounded  Federal 
soldiers  were  cared  for  there. 

I will  be  pardoned  for  relating  a single  incident  in  connection 
with  this  matter — an  incident  that  has  never  been  published  and  never 
related  to  more  than  two  or  three  persons.  I would  not  relate  it  now 
but  for  its  intimate  connection  with  the  subject  now'  under  considera- 
tion. 

Among  the  sick  and  wounded  Confederate  soldiers  in  the  hospital 
tents  on  the  grounds  of  Peace  Institute  was  a young  lieutenant-)-  who 
had  been  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  in  Virginia.  At  one  time  he 
had  been  a member  of  my  family.  He  was  also  a member  of  Hiram 
Lodge.  Of  course  I felt  a special  interest  in  him  and  frequently 
visited  him. 

One  day  he  said  to  me  that  among  the  Federal  prisoners  in  a room 
in  the  building  was  a young  soldier  who  w'as  a Mason.  I at  once 
called  to  see  him,  and  found  that  my  information  was  correct.  He 
had  evidently  been  a handsome  young  man  before  sickness,  although 
much  emaciated  at  this  time.  He  w'as  intelligent  and  seemed  to  be 
well  educated.  From  that  time  on  he  did  not  suffer  for  any  comforts 
that  wTere  at  our  command.  In  due  course  of  time  there  w'as  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  this  young  man,  with  his  fellow-soldiers, 
were  returned  to  their  Northern  homes.  This  was  in  1864.  In  1867, 
three  years  after,  I was  in  the  city  of  New  York  making  some  pur- 
chases in  the  line  of  my  business.  A tall,  handsome  young  man  was 
waiting  on  me  in  the  establishment  where  I was  trading.  In  the 
midst  of  our  business  he  stopped,  looked  at  me  and  said  : 

f ‘ Which  State  are  you  from  ? ’ ’ 

I told  him  from  North  Carolina. 

“ I have  seen  you  before,  ” said  he,  “ but  can  not  remember  where. 


*The  “ Key  Stone,”  a Masonic  journal  published  in  Raleigh  during  the  war,  in  its 
issue  of  March,  1865,  published  this  brief  notice: 

‘‘Masonic  Dinner  to  Prisoners. — On  or  about  the  22d  of  February  last  several 
hundred  prisoners  of  war  were  stopped  at  Raleigh  a few  days.  A large  number  were 
quartered  at  Camp  Holmes,  and  on  the  day  designated  the  Masons  who  were  prisoners, 
we  are  informed,  were  given  a bountiful  dinner  by  Masons  of  the  guard  who  stood  sen- 
tinel over  them.” 

■[Alexander  H.  Harris,  Lieutenant  Co.  I,  47th  N.  C.  Regiment.  After  his  recovery 
he  returned  to  the  army  was  again  wounded  and  died  in  a hospital  at  Lynchburg,  Va., 
and  was  buried  in  the  Confederate  cemetery  in  that  city. 
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I was  in  a hospital  in  Raleigh  at  one  time  during  the  war,  and  it  may 
have  been  there.” 

I asked  him  if  he  remembered  what  hospital  it  was. 

“ It  was  a large  unfinished  brick  building,”  said  he. 

“ Perhaps  it  was  there,  as  I sometimes  visited  that  hospital,”  I 
replied. 

Looking  at  me  with  his  keen  black  eyes,  he  said,  in  a tone  and 
manner  that  could  not  be  misunderstood  : 

“ Are  you  a Mason?  ” 

I responded  in  the  affirmative,  and  then  he  replied  : 

“ I thought  it  was  j’ou  when  I first  saw  you.” 

We  then  talked  over  some  of  the  incidents  of  hospital  experience, 
each  becoming  thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  other’s  identity.  That 
night  I went  with  him  to  his  lodge,  where,  after  introduction,  I 
received  a most  enthusiastic  welcome. 

I will  not  pursue  the  story  further,  but  will  simply  remark  that 
“incidental  expenses”  during  the  balance  of  my  stay  in  New  York 
were  not  heavy. 

The  Federal  troops,  under  Generals  Sherman,  Scofield  and  Terry, 
entered  the  city  of  Raleigh  on  the  morning  of  April  13,  1865,  the 
advance  forces  under  Gen.  Judson  Kilpatrick  being  the  first  to  enter 
the  city.  No  one,  unless  he  had  the  personal  experience  of  the 
incidents  of  that  trying  occasion,  can  imagine  the  intense  anxiety  of 
the  people  of  Raleigh.  There  was  hope,  fear  and  rejoicing  on  that 
never-to-be-forgotten  Thursday  morning.  Hope  that  the  city  would 
be  saved  from  destruction;  fear  that  some  overt  act  might  be  com- 
mitted by  some  rash  or  unthinking  person  that  would  provoke  the 
wrath  of  the  enemy  and  jeopardize  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people  ; 
rejoicing  by  those  who  had  grown  sick  and  weary  of  the  prolonged 
war  and  yearned  for  peace. 

It  has  been  thirty-five  years  ago — nearly  thirty-six  now — but  the 
incidents*  of  that  sad  day  are  as  vividly  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
many  as  if  they  had  happened  only  a year  ago. 

The  first  desire  of  every  citizen  was  to  secure  protection  for  his 
own  home  and  family,  and  the  next  was  that  of  those  nearest  and  dear- 
est to  himself. 

After  securing  protection  for  my  own  family,  the  first  person  I 
sought  was  my  life-long  friend  and  Masonic  brother,  John  B.  Neath- 
ery,  Master  of  Wm.  G.  Hill  Lodge  No.  218.  He  had  also  secured  the 
necessary  military  protection  for  his  young  family.  Our  next  thought 
was  to  secure,  if  possible,  a guard  for  the  protection  of  our  Masonic 
Hall — the  gld  hall  on  the  corner  of  Morgan  and  Dawson  streets  of 
which  I have  before  spoken. 

. A Provost  Marshal  had  in  the  meantime  been  appointed,  and  head- 
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quarters  established  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  Governor’s  room.  With 
more  boldness  than  discretion  Brother  Neathery  and  myself  entered 
the  office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  and  asked  that  we  be  furnished  with 
a “ safety  guard  ” for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  Masonic 
lodges  of  the  city.  The  Provost  Marshal,  unfortunately  for  us,  was 
not  a Mason.  He  at  once  began  to  question  us  as  to  the  loyalty  of 
Masons  to  their  government,  and  why  they  should  seek  protection  for 
their  property.  While  discussing  the  question  with  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal, a young  officer,  a Major,  as  I learned  from  the  insignia  on  his 
uniform,  approached  us  and  asked  the  Provost  Marshal  to  assign  the 
duty  of  protecting  the  property  of  the  Masons  of  Raleigh  to  him. 
It  was  done,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  we  had  two  faithful  soldiers 
of  the  Federal  army  stationed  at  the  old  Masonic  Hall.  One  stood 
guard  on  Morgan  street  at  the  entrance  and  the  other  on  Dawson 
street  near  a gate  that  entered  the  back  yard,  opening  into  a passage 
that  divided  the  lodge  property  from  that  of  Mr.  Thad.  McGee. 
There  were  no  depredations  upon  the  premises  of  Hiram  Lodge. 

On  Friday  night,  the  14th  of  April,  1865,  the  saddest  calamity  that 
ever  befell  the  American  people  occurred  in  the  City  of  Washington. 
It  was  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  following  Monday  evening,  April  17th,  was  the 
regular  meeting  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40.  There  were  present  at  this 
meeting  quite  a number  of  Federal  officers — Masons,  of  course — and 
among  them  was  the  young  Major  who  interested  himself  in  giving  us 
a guard  for  the  protection  of  our  property. 

The  news  of  the  assassination  had  reached  Raleigh  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  and  it  caused  a profound  sensation  among  the 
Federal  troops.  About  dark  there  was  a restlessness  and  spirit  of 
insubordination  manifested  among  the  soldiers,  and  a riot  was  feared 
by  the  officers  in  command.  In  order  to  prevent  such  a calamity  the 
guards  at  every  street  crossing  were  doubled,  and  messengers  were 
sent  up  and  down  the  streets  to  every  place  where  the  people  might 
have  assembled  to  warn  them  to  at  once  disperse  and  repair  to  their 
homes.  Hiram  Lodge  had  just  opened  for  business.  Suddenly  we 
heard  the  hasty  footsteps  of  some  one  ascending  the  stairs  to  the  hall, 
and  the  low  clanking  of  the  sword  of  an  officer.  There  was  a rapid 
knock  at  the  door,  and  I was  requested  to  go  to  the  ante-room.  There 
I met  a Federal  Captain  (a  Mason,  as  I afterwards  learned),*  who  hur- 
riedly told  me  of  the  excitement  among  the  soldiers  in  camp  and  sug- 
gested that  the  lodge  be  closed  and  that  the  members  go  to  their 
homes  at  once.  Orders  were  promptly  obeyed. 

There  are  a few  Masons  still  living,  perhaps  some  present  this 


*This  officer  was  Capt.  W.  C.  Whitten,  9th  Maine  Regiment. 
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evening,  who  remember  that  terrible  night.  I say  terrible  night 
because  the  impending  danger  of  riot,  murder  and  burning  of  the  city' 
was  feared  by  every  one  who  understood  the  condition  of  affairs.  The 
wise  and  prudent  management  and  strict  discipline  of  the  Federal 
officers  prevented  what  might  have  been  a calamity  of  most  serious 
consequences. 

A few  years  ago  in  Washington  City  I was  in  conversation  with  a 
member  of  Congress  from  the  State  of  Iowa.  Learning  that  I was 
from  Raleigh,  he  told  me  that  he  came  here  with  the  Federal  troops 
in  1865,  and  asked  me  many  questions  about  the  city  and  some  of  our 
citizens  with  whom  he  became  acquainted,  and  related  several  inci- 
dents that  occurred  while  here.  Among  them  (which  he  told  in  a 
jocular  manner)  was  that  of  two  young  brother  Masons  who  came 
rather  excitedly  to  the  Provost  Marshal's  office  seeking  a guard  for  the 
Masonic  Hall,  and  how  quickly  the  lodge  closed  on  that  eventful 
Monday  night  to  which  I have  just  referred.  When  I learned  that  he 
wras  the  young  officer  that  had  befriended  us  I was  as  much  surprised 
as  he  was  to  learn  that  I was  one  of  the  excited  young  Masons  looking 
for  a guard.  It  had  been  nearly  thirty  years  before  and  we  had  both 
grown  older  and  much  changed  in  personal  appearance. 

That  man  was  Hon.  Edwin  H.  Conger,*  then  a member  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  present  Minister  to  China — he  who  was  confined  in  the 


*They  tell  an  interesting  story  of  how  Edwin  H.  Conger,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  China,  became  a Mason.  It  is  said  that  when  he  was  serv- 
ing his  first  year  in  the  Union  army  he  was  taken  sick  and  the  regiment  was  obliged 
to  leave  him  behind.  A comrade  volunteered  to  remain  with  him,  and  they  were  set 
down  by  the  roadside  with  some  hard  tack  and  a can  of  water.  As  soon  as  the  regiment 
was  out  of  sight,  a comrade  made  his  way  into  the  town  near  by,  and,  having  proved 
himself  a Mason,  obtained  550  from  the  richest  Mason  in  the  city,  in  spite  of  his  Union 
army  uniform.  Thus  Conger  was  able  to  secure  proper  care  and  nourishment,  and 
through  this  Masonic  aid  both  he  and  his  comrade  were  saved.  Conger  resolved,  if 
Masonic  influence  was  so  potent,  to  petition  for  degrees  at  his  earliest  opportunity  and, 
accordingly,  when  he  was  on  furlough  to  recover  from  his  illness,  he  received  a special 
dispensation,  was  made  a Master  Mason  in  one  night,  and  has  been  a loyal  Mason 
ever  since. 

Brother  Conger  was  born  in  Galesburg,  la.,  and  was  graduated  from  Lombard  Col- 
lege. For  a time  he  practiced  law  in  Galesburg.  Then  he  bought  400  acres  of  land 
and  became  a farmer.  His  father  owned  a bank  in  Dexter,  which  Brother  Conger  has 
always  considered  his  principal  residence.  In  1875  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Madi- 
son County.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  State  in  1881.  In  1885  he  was  sent  to  Congress 
from  the  Seventh  Iowa  District  and  served  three  terms.  President  Harrison  appointed 
him  Minister  to  Brazil  in  1891,  but  he  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland.  President 
McKinley  made  him  Brazilian  minister  again,  and  he  spent  a year  and  a half  at  that 
post.  Charles  P.  Bryan,  of  Illinois,  was  named  for  the  place  of  Minister  to  China,  but 
the  Senate  declined  to  confirm  the  nomination.  The  President  called  into  consultation 
Senators  Allison  and  Gear  and  Congressman  Hull,  and  asked  them  if  Conger  would 
accept  the  mission.  Gear  and  Hull  thought  not,  but  Allison  said,  “Offer  it;  a request 
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walls  of  Pekin  during  the  late  Chinese  outrages,  and  who  has  repre- 
sented his  government  with  such  distinguished  ability  during  the 
trying  times  through  which  the  Nations  have  passed. 

The  close  of  the  war  found  Hiram  Lodge  in  fair  condition  and 
good  membership.  It  had  lost  some  of  its  most  active  members  by 
the  results  of  the  war.  Its  finances  had  been  rendered  worthless,  and 
many  of  its  members  had  become  embarrassed;  yet  Hiram  Lodge  No. 
40,  never  failed  to  pay  its  honest  debts  or  to  care  for  its  poor  brethren 
and  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  its  deceased  members.  Its 
history  since  the  war  is  an  open  book — modest,  unostentatious,  but 
firm;  it  neither  boasts  of  its  benefactions  nor  does  it  apologize  for  any 
non-performance  of  duty.  It  stands  where  it  commenced — a Masonic 
Lodge,  pledged  to  the  exercise  of  every  duty — every  duty  that  can  be 
properly  and  correctly  enumerated  under  the  heading  of  Brotherly 
Love , Relief  and  Truth. 

Hiram  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  met  in  their  old 
hall  regularly  until  the  year  1874,  a period  of  fifty-eight  years,  when 
the  building  was  torn  down  and  the  corner-stone  was  resurrected. 
This  corner-stone  is  now  among  the  relics  in  the  Masonic  Hall  on  Fay- 
etteville street,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  is  guarded  with  great  care  by 
members  of  the  Order  in  Raleigh.  It  bears  the  following  inscription  : 

“ The  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee. 

Hiram  Lodge  No.  40,  City  of  Raleigh, 

June  24,  A.  L.  5813,  A.  D.  1813. 

R.  Williams,  G.  M.” 

To  the  above  Hiram  Lodge  has  had  added  : 

“ Exhumed  under  the  direction  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  40, 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March,  1880.” 

From  its  organization,  just  one  hundred  years  ago,  this  lodge  has 
been  one  of  the  most  influential  in  the  State.  From  it  have  sprung  its 
excellent  daughter,  William  G.  Hill  Lodge  No.  2x8,  and  many  other 
lodges  in  the  surrounding  country.  It  has  never  ceased  to  work,  nor 
has  it  been  in  default  of  any  duty  during  all  this  long  period.  Not 
one  of  its  members  has  ever  suffered  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  nor 
has  one  of  them  failed  to  receive  a decent  burial  when  called  from  the 
labors  of  this  terrestrial  world  to  a better  state  in  the  celestial  world. 


is  a command  to  a soldier.”  Conger  was  cabled  and  after  a night’s  thought  accepted 
the  post. 

Brother  Conger  was  19  when  he  entered  the  Civil  war  a;  a private  in  1862.  He 
came  back  from  the  war  a Major.  He  shortly  afterward  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Pike, 
of  Galesburg,  with  whom  an  attachment  had  been  formed  while  both  were  attending 
Lombard  College.  They  had  one  son,  now  dead,  and  one  daughter,  Laura,  now  about 
28  years  of  age. — The  American  Tiler. 
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It  has  numbered  among  its  membership  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  the  State — statesmen,  jurists,  divines  and  teachers. 

Of  the  fifty-two  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodge  since  its  organ- 
ization, in  1787,  Hiram  Lodge  has  furnished  ten,  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  number,  to-wit  : William  Polk,  1799-1801  ; Robert  Williams, 
1812-1814  ; Calvin  Jones,  1818-1820  ; S.  J.  Baker,  1832  and  1840  ; D.  W. 
Stone,  1837-1839  ; William  F.  Collins,  1847-1S49  ; W.  G.  Hill,  1861  ; 
E.  G.  Reade,  1S65-1866  ; John  Nichols,  1872-1873  ; F.  H.  Busbee, 
18S5-1886. 

It  has  also  furnished  the  Grand  Secretaries  for  nearly  the  entire 
period  of  its  existence.  We  recall  the  names  of  Robert  Williams, 
1800-1808  ; Alexander  Lucas,  1812-1820  ; Benj.  B.  Barham,  1821-1822  ; 
A.  J.  Lawrence,  1823-1827;  J.  C.  Stedman,  1828-1830;  J.  J.  Christo- 
phers, 1834-1836;  W.  T.  Bain,  1837-1840,  and  1845-1867;  D.  W.  Bain, 
1868-1892  ; W.  H.  Bain,  1893-1894,  almost  the  entire  century.  In  the 
last  three  names  we  have  a succession  in  the  same  office  for  three  gen- 
erations. 

Hiram  has  furnished  Grand  Treasurers  almost  for  the  same  length 
of  time,  as  follows  : William  Boylan,  1801-1824  ; Benj.  A.  Barham, 
1825-1831  ; D.  Lindeman,  1832-1835  ; G.  W.  Ligon,  1836-1837  ; C.  W.  D. 
Hutchings,  1838-1868  ; W.  E.  Anderson,  1869-1S90. 

It  has  also  furnished  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
five  Grand  High  Priests,  to-wit : Geo.  B,  Waterhouse,  Wm.  G.  Hill, 
John  Nichols,  Michael  Bowes  and  Eugene  Grissom. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  40,  from  the  date  of  its  charter  in  1800  to  the  close  of  the  century  : 


1800  Henry  Potter. 

1801  Henry  Potter. 

1802  John  Marshall. 

1803  .John  Marshall. 

1804  Robert  Williams. 

1805  Robert  Williams. 

1806  Robert  Williams. 

1807... Calvin  Jones. 

1808  Calvin  Jones. 

1809  Calvin  Jones. 

1810  Theophilus  Hunter. 

1811  Theophilus  Hunter. 

1812  Daniel  L-  Barringer. 

1813. Daniel  L.  Barringer. 

1814  Daniel  L.  Barringer. 

1815  J.  T.  C.  Wiatt. 

1816  J.  T.  C.  Wiatt. 

1817  .J.  T.  C.  Wiatt. 

1818  J.  T.  C.  Wiatt. 

1819  J.  T.  C.  Wiatt. 

1S20 Benj.  A.  Barham. 


1821 

Benj.  A.  Barham 

1822 

Benj.  A.  Barham 

1823 

Benj.  A.  Barham 

1824 

Benj.  A.  Barham 

1825 

Benj.  A.  Barham 

1826 

Benj.  A.  Barham 

1827 

Henry  M.  Miller 

1828 

‘....Henry  M.  Miller 

1829 

John  G.  Marshall 

1830 

John  G.  Marshall 

1831 

D.  Lindeman 

1832 

D.  Lindeman 

1833 

D.  Lindeman 

1834 

W.  A.  Harrison 

1835 

C.  W.  D.  Hutchings 

1836 

John  G.  Marshall 

1837 

John  G Marshall 

1838 

John  G.  Marshall 

1839 

W.  A.  Harrison 

1840 

W.  A.  Harrison 

1841 

W.  A.  Harrison 
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1842  W.  A.  Harrison. 

1843  W.  A Harrison. 

1S44 Henry  W.  Miller. 

1845  Wiley  W.  Johnson. 

1846  Wm.  G.  Hill. 

1847  Wm.  G.  Hill. 

1848  C.  W.  D.  Hutchings. 

1849  C.  W.  D.  Hutchings. 

1850  Robert  W.  Seawell. 

1851  Robert  W.  .Seawell. 

1852  William  J.  Clarke. 

1853  William  J.  Clarke. 

1854  C.  W.  D.  Hutchings. 

1855  William  C.  Doub. 

1856  William  G.  Hill. 

1857  C.  W.  D.  Hutchings. 

1858  W.  D.  Williams. 

1859  W.  D.  Williams. 

1 860  W.  D.  Williams. 

1861  W.  D.  Williams. 

1862  W.  D.  Williams. 

1863  W.  D.  Williams. 

1864  John  Nichols. 

1865  John  Nichols. 

1866  John  Nichols. 

1867  D.  W.  Bain. 

1868  D.  W.  Bain. 

1869  ,D.  W.  Bain. 

1S70 D.  W.  Bain. 

1871 ....D,  W.  Bain. 


1872  A.  S.  Dee. 

1873  A.  S.  Lee. 

1874  A.  S.  Lee. 

1875, A.  S.  Lee. 

1876  A.  S.  Lee. 

1877  J.  C.  R.  Little. 

1878  J.  C.  R.  Little. 

1879  J.  C.  R.  Little. 

1880  ...Thos.  W.  Blake. 

1881  F.  H.  Busbee. 

1882  F.  H.  Busbee. 

1883  F.  H.  Busbee. 

1884  G.  Rosenthal. 

1885  S.  M.  Parish. 

1886  S.  M.  Parish. 

1887  Eugene  Grissom 

1888  Eugene  Grissom. 

1889  Eugene  Grissom. 

1890....- R.  T.  Gray. 

1891  J.  M.  Pugh. 

1892  S.  W.  Walker. 

1893  W.  S.  Primrose. 

1894  W.  S.  Primrose. 

1895  W.  W.  Willson. 

1896. W.  W.  Willson. 

1897 S.  W.  Walker. 

1S98 Joseph  C.  Fraps. 

1899  W.  W.  Parish. 

1900  W.  W.  Parish. 


The  oldest  living  Past  Master  of  Hiram  Lodge,  both  in  point  of 
service  and  actual  age,  is  the  venerable  Willis  D.  Williams,  who 
resides  a few  miles  west  of  Raleigh.  He  was  Master  of  the  lodge  from 
1858  to  1863,  inclusive.  The  other  living  Past  Masters  are  John 
Nichols,  Thos.  W.  Blake,  F.  H.  Busbee,  G.  Rosenthal,  R.  T.  Gray, 
S.  W.  Walker,  W.  W.  Willson,  Jos.  C.  Fraps,  W.  W.  Parish. 

It  might  be  appropriate,  perhaps,  at  this  period  in  the  history  of 
Hiram  Lodge,  to  refer  to  some  of  its  acts  of  liberality  and  benevolence, 
and  especially  to  its  part  in  the  establishment  of  a charitable  school, 
its  contribution  to  the  fund  for  the  establishment  of  St.  John’s  College, 
and  later  to  the  active  part  the  lodge  and  its  members  took  in  the 
Orphan  Asylum,  when  the  college  enterprise  was  abandoned,  and  the 
Masons  of  North  Carolina,  humbled  and  disappointed,  and  their  pride 
humiliated  in  their  aspirations  for  the  establishment  of  a great  college, 
and  were  forced  on  bended  knees  to  take  up  the  work  which  the 
Great  Architect  of  the  LTni verse  intended  should  be  the  crowning 
glory  of  the  Order — that  of  providing  for  the  helpless  orphans.  In 
that  beneficent  work  Hiram  Lodge  is  second  to  none  other  in  North 
Carolina.  We  say  this  without  disparagement  to  any,  and  the  records 
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of  Hiram  Lodge  and  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  will 
fully  sustain  the  claim. 

The  establishment  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  is  of  so  recent  a date 
that  it  is  among  the  current  incidents  of  the  day,  and  we  have  only  to 
refer  to  its  wonderful  success,  its  admirable  management  and  the 
grand  results  attained  that  reflect  so  much  credit  on  those  who  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  its  establishment  and  have  been  instrumental  in 
bringing  it  to  its  high  state  of  prosperity  and  usefulness. 

When  it  was  proposed  to  establish  a charity  school  for  the  orphan 
children  of  Masons,  Hiram  Lodge  appears  first  on  the  list  of  con- 
tributors. When  the  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a college  of  a high 
order  at  Oxford  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  Hiram  gave  her 
hundreds  of  dollars.  When  St.  John’s  College  was  converted  into  an 
Orphan  Asylum,  it  was  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge  who  made  the  first 
contribution  for  its  support. 

While  a little  premature  in  the  order  of  incidents  and  events  in  the 
history  of  Hiram  Lodge,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  refer  to  the  fact 
that  the  great  and  good  John  H.  Mills,  the  leader,  and  we  might  say  the 
founder  of  the  orphan  work  in  the  State,  was  a member  of  Hiram 
Lodge.  The  name  of  this  good,  this  great  man,  will  enter  largely  into 
the  Masonic  and  charitable  history  of  North  Carolina.  The  brief  space 
allowed  me  will  not  permit  justice  to  be  done  to  this  man.  Someone 
in  the  future,  I feel  sure,  will  do  his  memory  justice.  When  the  his- 
tory of  the  orphanage  work  of  North  Carolina  is  written,  as  it  will  be 
sometime  in  the  future,  the  name  of  John  H.  Mills  will  stand  out  in 
bold  relief  like  the  North  Star,  around  which  all  the  heavenly  constel- 
lations cluster  and  reflect  their  scintillations  in  its  honor. 

The  man  who  did  so  much,  if  not  more,  to  elevate  the  character 
and  popularity  of  Masonry  in  North  Carolina,  was  not  a member  of 
Hiram  Lodge,  but  was  for  man}'  years  a resident  of  Raleigh,  and  a 
regular  attendant  and  active  participant  in  its  proceedings.  That  man 
was  John  H.  Wheeler,  Grand  Master  in  1843-44.  He  was  State  Treas- 
urer for  several  years,  succeeding  and  being  succeeded  by  one  of 
Hiram’s  members,  Charles  L.  Hinton.  Col.  John  H.  Wheeler  has 
done  more,  with  perhaps  a single  exception — Gov.  David  L.  Swain — 
to  perpetuate  and  preserve  the  history  of  North  Carolina  than  any 
other  of  her  distinguished  sons. 

It  was  Grand  Master  John  H.  Wheeler  who  “bearded  the  lion  in 
his  den  ” and  grappled  with  the  growing  abuse  of  the  use  of  refresh- 
ments at  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  through  whose  rec- 
ommendation and  efforts  the  custom  was  discontinued.  It  was  Grand 
Master  John  H.  Wheeler  who  sounded  the  first  key-note  favoring  the 
establishment  of  schools  under  the  direction  and  management  of  the 
Masons  of  the  State.  History  is  just,  though  sometimes  tardy,  but 
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history  will  yet  class  John  H.  Wheeler  as  among  North  Carolina’s 
most  eminent  citizens.  The  modest  little  volume  published  by  him 
fifty  years  ago,  like  the  tree  of  slow  growth,  is  just  beginning  to  bear 
the  rich  fruit  that  will  do  honor  to  his  name.  The  name  of  John  H. 
Wheeler  will  never  die,  nor  his  memory  be  forgotten  as  long  as  North 
Carolina  has  a history  or  Masonry  a name.  He  died  in  Washington 
City,  December  7,  1882. 

Andrew  J.  Uawrence  was  another  one  of  Hiram’s  most  active  mem- 
bers over  fifty  years.  He  was  a publisher  and  printer,  and  at  one  time 
was  associated  with  Rev.  Thos.  J.  Lemay  in  the  publication  of  the 
North  Carolina  Star.  Afterwards  he  kept  Lawrence’s  Hotel,  which 
he  conducted  with  great  success  for  many  years.  His  hotel  was 
located  on  the  lot  where  the  United  States  Post  Office  now  stands. 
While  not  a man  of  magnetism,  he  had  a kind  heart  and  benevolent 
disposition.  He  was  fond  of  the  newspaper  boys  (and  I was  one  of 
them),  and  never  at  a Christmas  did  one  of  them  pass  by  Lawrence’s 
Hotel  without  being  called  in  and  taken  to  the  dining  room,  from 
which  he  did  not  depart  with  an  unsatisfied  appetite. 

William  G.  Hill  filled  more  important  positions  in  Masonry  than 
any  other  member  of  Hiram  Lodge.  A recent  publication  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State  so  fully  delineates  his 
character  and  so  fully  recites  his  Masonic  career,  that  we  copy  it  here: 


“ William  G.  Hill,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  N.  C., 
September  11,  1806,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Raleigh  May  4,  1877, 
He  received  the  Degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  in  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  40,  in  the  year  1831.  He  filled  the  principal  offices  in  this  lodge, 
with  pleasure  to  the  Craft  and  honor  to  himself.  In  the  year  1862  he 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina.  The  earlier  records  of  Raleigh  Chapter  No.  10,  hav- 
ing been  lost,  it  can  not  be  stated  when  he  received  the  Chapter 
Degrees.  He  was,  however,  High  Priest  of  this  Chapter,  at  different 
times,  twenty  years  or  more,  and  held  that  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  the  year  1868  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  He  was  thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  the  Council  in 
Raleigh. 

“ Of  Companion  Hill’s  character  and  attainments  in  Masonry  it 
would  surely  seem  sufficient  to  point  to  his  record  and  let  that  speak. 
In  historical  information  he  had  no  superior;  in  legal  learning,  but  few 
equals;  while  his  exemplary  deportment  at  all  times  and  under  all 
circumstances  most  beautifully  and  eloquently  illustrated  the  benign 
precepts  of  the  Order.  When  William  G.  Hill  died,  Masonry  in  North 
Carolina  beheld  one  of  its  brightest,  if  not  the  brightest,  luminaries 
extinguished.  Good  and  true,  and  faithful  and  great,  he  has  gone 
to  reap  the  reward  of  the  upright  Mason  and  virtuous  man.  As  a 
citizen,  Companion  Hill  was  no  less  esteemed  than  as  a Mason. 
Possessed  of  a noble,  generous,  chivalric  nature,  his  amiability, 
his  benevolence,  his  firmness,  his  integrity,  his  comprehensive 
appreciation  of  the  relations  he  sustained  to  his  neighbors,  to  his 
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country  and  to  his  God,  make  him  a splendid  example  for  those  who 
follow  him.  He  feared  the  Lord  and  was  obedient  to  His  com- 
mands. He  wronged  no  man,  and  displayed  the  true  nobility  of 
human  nature.” 


William  Thomas  Bain,  for  many  years  Secretary  of  Hiram  Lodge, 
and  for  over  a quarter  of  a century  Grand  Secretary,  was  one  of  the 
godliest  men  I ever  knew.  A man  of  purer  heart,  more  charitable  dis- 
position or  liberality  in  the  performance  of  Masonic  duty,  never 
honored  an}'  lodge.  He  died  February  1,  1867,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  I11  his  last  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  only  a few 
weeks  before  his  death,  he  said  : 

“ I can  not  close  this  report  wdthout  expressing  the  pleasure  and 
gratification  I feel  in  again  meeting  you  around  our  fraternal  altar, 
and  again  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  favors  and 
acts  of  kindness  received  from  your  generous  and  benevolent  hands, 
which  I shall  long  remember  with  profound  gratitude;  and  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  the  certainty  of  death,  we  may, 
with  much  propriety,  conclude  that  we  w7ho  are  now  assembled  in 
this,  our  earthly  house,  shall  not  all  meet  again,  and  under  this 
impression  let  us  so  live  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  our  departure 
from  this  to  a happier  state  of  existence,  where  we  shall  live  for  all 
time  in  the  enjoyment  of  unsullied  happiness  and  bliss.” 

Prophetic  words  ! In  a few7  -weeks  the  Right  Worshipful  Brother 
finished  his  earthly  course.  His  body  was  committed  to  the  earth, 
and  we  trust  his  soul  has  entered  “that  Grand  Lodge  that  is  far  away.” 

The  death  of  Governor  Daniel  G.  Fowde  was  of  so  recent  date  that 
it  is  fresh  in  the  memory  of  nearly  all  of  our  members.  Judge  Fowle, 
as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  a man  of  great  brilliancy  as  a lawyer, 
was  a statesman  of  recognized  ability  and  a gentleman  of  most  affable 
and  pleasant  manners.  He  was  for  nearly  thirty  years  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Hiram  Lodge.  He  was  in  the  zenith  of  his  usefulness  and 
popularity  w'hen  the  summons  came,  as  it  did  suddenly  April  8,  1891. 

In  point  of  long  service  as  a member  of  the  lodge,  continued  and 
regular  attendance  on  its  meetings,  the  venerable  Albert  Johnson  is 
entitled  to  the  greatest  distinction.  He  -was  a member  and  regular 
attendant  for  over  fifty  years.  Of  the  membership  of  Hiram  Lodge  in 
1850,  he  was  the  last,  with  a single  exception,  referred  to  elsewhere. 
He  died  only  a few7  years  ago  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years 
He  attended  the  meetings  of  his  lodge  up  to  within  a few  months  of 
his  death.  He  was  a “grand  old  man.” 

There  was  one  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  whose  name  I can  not 
omit  in  this  connection.  Abram  Kline  was  a Hebrew  merchant  in 
Raleigh  from  about  1856  to  1868,  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a man 
of  wealth,  and  during  the  trying  times  from  1861  to  1865.  I can  say, 
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from  a personal  knowledge,  that  Abram  Kline  did  charitable  work  in 
and  around  Raleigh  that  renders  him  deserving  a monument  as  lasting 
as  time.  He  was  modest,  unostentatious,  rather  retiring  in  disposi- 
tion, but  with  a heart  full  of  love  for  suffering  humanity,  and  a hand 
that  knew  no  stint  in  its  liberality.  He  was  Junior  Warden  of  Hiram 
Lodge  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

M.  Grausman  was  another  Hebrew  member,  noted  for  his  learn- 
ing, piety  and  purity  of  character.  He  settled  in  Raleigh  about  the 
year  1855,  and  soon  became  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge.  He  was  for 
many  years  Treasurer  of  the  lodge.  He  engaged  in  different  business 
avocations,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  Raleigh’s  leading 
merchants.  M.  Grausman’s  friends  were  limited  only  by  the  number 
of  his  acquaintance. 

John  R.  Harrison  became  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge  in  early  man- 
hood. He  was  one  of  Raleigh’s  foremost  manufacturers,  and  was  the 
founder  and  successful  proprietor  for  many  years  of  the  first  carriage 
and  buggy  shop  established  in  Raleigh.  He  was  a zealous  Mason  and 
an  active  member  of  the  lodge  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century, 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age  a few  years  ago. 

Alexander  M.  Gorman,  editor  of  the  “Spirit  of  the  Age,”  the 
great  temperance  paper,  published  in  Raleigh  between  1848  and  1862, 
was  an  active  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Brother  Gorman  was  an  editorial  writer  of  much  force  and  influence, 
and  his  paper  was  at  one  time  a great  power  in  North  Carolina.  He 
died  just  at  the  close  of  the  war,  aged  53  years. 

John  J.  Christophers,  whose  portrait  hangs  on  the  walls  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  was  one  of  Hiram’s  oldest  and  best-beloved  members.  As 
elsewhere  stated,  he  was  Grand  Secretary  from  1834  to  1836.  He  died 
October,  1890,  at  the  advanced  age  of  88.  His  only  living  son,  Charles 
D.  Christophers,  is  one  of  Hiram's  oldest  and  most  active  members. 

Donald  W-.  Bain  succeeded  his  father  as  Grand  Secretary  when 
quite  a young  man.  He  was  known  as  the  “model  Secretary,”  and 
well  did  he  deserve  that  designation,  for  in  that  capacity  his  work  was 
as  near  perfection  as  it  was  possible  for  man  to  make  it.  He  was  State 
Treasurer  for  eight  years,  and  had  just  been  re-elected  for  another 
four  years  when  he  was  summoned  to  his  Father’s  in  the  prime  of 
mature  manhood. 

Many  names  that  appeared  on  the  roll  of  Hiram’s  members  during 
the  first  half  century  of  its  history  have  become  entirely  extinct  as 
family  names,  while  others  are  perpetuated  by  the  names  of  certain 
localities. 

“ Kane’s  Corner  ” will  be  known  as  long  as  Raleigh  has  a history. 

So  will  “ Peck’s  Old  Store,”  still  standing  opposite  the  southeast 
corner  of  Union  Square. 
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“ Shanck’s  Mill,”  now  Milburnie,  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
important  localities  in  the  suburbs  of  Raleigh.  It  was  a popular  place 
for  pic-nics  and  fish  fries. 

“Lawrence’s  Hotel”  will  not  be  forgotten  as  long  as  the  United 
States  Post  Office  (which  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  hotel)  stands. 

“ Rayner’s  Grove  ” will  remain  a historic  spot  as  long  as  one  of 
the  great  oak  trees  remains  to  mark  the  locality. 

“ Burns’  Shop  ” still  stands  and  retains  the  name,  although  it  has 
changed  hands  several  times. 

The  “ Lovejoy  Grove  ” will  be  remembered  by  the  present  gener- 
ation, and  many  of  the  recollections  of  that  historic  locality  will  be 
handed  down  to  posterity. 

“Dick  Smith’s  Corner”  will  remain  a landmark  until  revolution 
in  history  blots  it  from  memory. 

Then  there  are  many  that  left  no  impress  on  localities,  and  are 
remembered  only  by  the  meagre  publications  of  the  day-.  Among 
these  names,  prominent  in  their  day,  are  Seaton,  Grimme,  Waltering, 
Ashton,  Hollister,  Lucas,  Reeder,  Langdon,  Loring,  Meade,  Marriot, 
Buck,  Wheaton,  Cobbs,  Wiatt,  Lehman  and  many  others  w’hose  names 
have  become  extinct  in  Raleigh. 

In  future  generations,  if  the  Masonic  historian  should  be  asked 
w'ho  were  the  most  distinguished  members  of  Hiram  Lodge  that  lived 
and  died  during  its  first  one  hundred  years,  he  would  instinctively  point 
to  these  names:  William  Polk,*  W.  G.  Hill  and  John  H.  Mills.  To  Polk 
as  the  founder  of  the  lodge;  he  who  throttled  the  monster,  Atheism, 
before  it  had  taken  permanent  hold  on  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  To  William  G.  Hill  as  the  great  Reformer  and 
ardent  advocate  of  the  elevation  of  the  Masonic  character  by'  using  his 
influence  to  abolish  the  growing  evil  of  intemperance  that  had  been 
encouraged  by'  the  excessive  use  of  liquid  refreshments  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  To  J.  H.  Mills,  the  big-hearted  philan- 
thropist who  converted  theory-  into  practice  and  gave  to  the  world 
tangible  evidence  of  Masonic  principles  in  his  successful  efforts  in  the 
establishment  of  a home  for  the  fatherless  little  ones  of  our  State. 

In  saying  this  much  of  the  three  distinguished  Masons  who  have 
acted  such  an  important  part,  and  who  fill  such  a prominent  place  in 
the  history  of  Hiram  Lodge,  I speak  of  them  as  Masons,  and  would 
not  be  understood  a«  disparaging  the  merits  of  other  eminent  mem- 
bers, dead  and  living,  -who  have  honored  Masonry^  and  shed  lustre 
upon  the  history  of  North  Carolina. 


*T\vo  of  Col.  Polk’s  granddaughters  are  still  living — Mrs.  Haigli,  of  Fayetteville, 
and  Mrs.  Montford  McGehee,  of  Raleigh.  They  are  the  accomplished  daughters  of 
Hon.  Geo.  E.  Badger,  former  U.  S.  Senator  from  this  State,  and  whose  second  wife 
was  a daughter  of  Col.  Polk. 
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Hiram  Lodge  has  been  represented  in  the  highest  councils — 
executive,  judicial  and  legislative — of  the  State  and  Nation;  it  has  con- 
tributed to  the  religious  ministry,  to  the  professions,  to  education  and 
to  all  the  public  enterprises  of  North  Carolina,  and  at  the  present 
time  numbers  among  its  members  men  whose  influence  and  talents 
will  leave  their  impress  on  the  history  of  the  State  and  the  Nation. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Parish,  Worshipful  Master,  again  extended 
the  same  cordial  welcome,  as  before  given  by  Bro.  F.  H. 
Busbee,  to  a collation  which  would  immediately  follow,  and 
the  lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment. 

The  brethren  of  the  Raleigh  lodges  and  all  in  attend- 
ance on  the  Grand  Lodge  repaired  to  the  Briggs’  building 
to  partake  of  the  collation  under  direct  charge  of  Bro. 
Fred.  W.  Mahler,  of  Hiram  Lodge,  where  a pleasant  . hour 
was  spent,  thus  ending  this  interesting  occasion. 


ADDRESSES  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 


B.  S.  ROYSTER ..Oxford, 

Grandmaster. 

H.  I.  CLARK....:.: Hamilton, 

Deputy  Grand  Master. 

W.  S.  LIDDELL  Charlotte, 

Senior  Grand  Warden. 

F.  D.  WINSTON Windsor, 

Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  SIMPSON Raleigh, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

JOHN  C.  DREWRY.....  Raleigh, 

Grand  Secretary. 

THOMAS  BELL Wilson, 

Grand  Chaplain. 

B.  W.  HATCHER Liberty, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

S.  M.  GATTIS Hillsboro, 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

T.  d.  REED .Biitmore, 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

A.  B.  ANDREWS,  Jr Raleigh, 

Grand  Marshal. 

A.  K.  SMITH Smithfield, 

Gr  vnd  Sword  Bearer. 

E W.  O’HANLON ........Winston, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

R.  N.  HACKETT Wilkesboro, 

Grand  Steward. 

F.  M.  WINCHESTER Charlotte, 

Grand  Steward. 

R.  H.  BRADLEY i.:.:,:, :.... Raleigh, 

Grand  Tiler. 

Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 


Dr.  John  A.  Collins  (Chairman) Enfield , N.  C. 

All  Com m unreal ions  should  be  addressed  as  al>07>e. 


NEXT  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 

The  next  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Raleigh , commencing  at  7:30  o'clock , 
R.  M.,  on  the  Second  Tuesday  ( 14th  day)  of  fanuary , 1902. 


